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Southport

Ballots
set for

election

Commissioner Williams
elected NCACC president
The North Carolina Association of County Commissioners 

(NCACC) swore in Brunswick County Commissioner Frank 
Williams as its new president during 
the NCACC’s 114th Annual Conference 
on August 14.

Williams is the first commissioner 
from Brunswick County to ever serve as 
president of the NCACC.

Commissioners also elected Tracey 
Johnson, Washington County Com-
missioner, President-Elect; Johnnie 
Carswell, Chair of the Burke County 
Commissioners as First Vice President; 
and Tare “T” Davis, Chair of the Warren 
County Board of Commissioners as the 
Association’s next Second Vice Presi-
dent. Ronnie Smith, Martin County Commissioner, will 

See Williams, page 8A

Brunswick County

St. James

Town, county
examine sand 
mine’s impact
‘Mirasol’ started as a Mayfaire-type
development embraced by residents

Brunswick Nuclear Plant
Smooth operations during pandemic, storms

Lunchtime stroll

By Caroline MacGregor
Staff Writer

One of six nuclear facilities 
owned by Duke Energy in 
the Carolinas, the Brunswick 
Nuclear Plant on the Cape 
Fear River provides enough 
electricity (1,870 megawatts) 
to power more than 1.4 mil-
lion homes.

The plant has two nuclear 
units that date back to 1975 
and 1977, respectively. There 
is a two-year gap between the 
two reactors and each has its 
own license: unit 2 is licensed 
through 2034 and unit 1 is 
licensed until 2036.

“We finished the applica-
tion for the Oconee plant this 
year and will pursue license 
extensions for the remain-
ing five other Duke Energy 
nuclear sites,” said Nuclear 
Communications Represen-
tative for  Brunswick Nuclear 
Plant, Karen Williams. 
“Brunswick is likely to be 
third on the list which will be 
a few years away.”

The license renewal process 
requires that both a technical 

review of safety issues and an 
environmental review be per-
formed for each application. 
Williams said the technical 
review involves compiling 
considerable technical data 
and submitting an applica-
tion to the Nuclear Regulato-

ry Commission (NRC). The 
NRC estimates their process 
will take 22 to 30 months.

The Brunswick plant is 
licensed to 2034, and when 
the plant does file for its 
license renewal with the NRC 
it will be to extend it to 2054.

Duke Energy claims it has 
aggressive goals to tackle cli-
mate change. Its nuclear fleet 
plays an important role in the 
company’s efforts to lower 
carbon emissions and the 
company has carbon reduc-

See Plant, page 7A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Filing for all local offices 
closed Friday, revealing only 
one local municipality with-
out a race: Caswell Beach, 
where two candidates seek 
the two available seats.

There are races for all four 
local mayoral contests – Bald 
Head Island, Boiling Spring 
Lakes, Oak Island and South-
port. This is an “off” year for 
the Caswell Beach mayor’s 
race, and St. James Town 
Council elects the town’s 
mayor from among its ranks.

In Southport, where the 
mayoral term is two years, 
after his first term incumbent 
Mayor Joe Pat Hatem is fac-
ing a challenge from Rebecca 
Kelley.

Challengers Robert Carroll 
and Vickie Potter have filed 
for the two open seats in 
Southport’s Ward 1 where 
incumbent Aldermen Marc 
Spencer and Karen Mosteller 
have filed for re-election. In 
Ward 2, former alderman 
Nelson Adams and new-
comers  Richard Alt and 
Rhonda Davis have all filed 
for the one open seat that is 
currently held by Alderman 
Lora Sharkey, who filed for 
re-election last week.

The wards are residential 
only and voting is citywide. 
Alderman seats are for four-
year terms.

Filing ended at noon on 
Friday, August 13.

Absentee ballots for the 
See Election, page 6A

By Caroline MacGregor
Staff Writer 

As St. James and Brunswick 
County officials wait for the 
results of a hydrolysis study to 
gauge the environmental im-
pact of sand mining on coun-
ty owned well fields that sup-
ply the N.C. 211 groundwater 
treatment plant, the nearby 
site Mirasol continues to be 
actively used for sand mining 
purposes.

“We are still in a holding 
pattern as the consultants 
hired by Brunswick County 
Utilities are still in the pro-
cess of reviewing the doc-
uments submitted by the 
applicant, Malcolm Jones,” 
said St. James Town Manag-
er Jeff Repp. “John Nichols, 
Brunswick County Utilities 

Director, is also awaiting a re-
sponse from Mr. Jones to the 
letter submitted by the North 
Carolina Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality to address 
some of the state’s concerns 
at the site.” 

The 135-acre commercial 
low-density zoned property 
that sits on the east side of 
N.C. 211 directly across from 
St. James is owned by Flor-
ida developer Jones Hold-
ings NC, LLC. In 2015, the 
Brunswick County Planning 
Board approved a prelimi-
nary site plan for “Mirasol,” 
a Mayfaire-type development 
proposal for retail, residential 
and office space similar to the 
one in Wilmington. After the 
developer failed to complete 
the project in the required 

See Mine, page 13A
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Best Special 

Section

Advertising Deadline August 20th

Copies will be included in the September 15th edition 
The award winning Coast magazine provides an excellent source of information 

on dining, lodging, shopping, entertainment, outdoor activities and more.
Contact our advertising department today to place your ad! 910.457.4568

Rates start

 at just $75

Photo by Duke Energy
Duke Energy’s Brunswick Nuclear Plant’s twin unit reactors near Southport are 
licensed for operation through 2034 and 2036.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island town officials have opened bids for a sand renour-
ishment project this winter that could put more than 1-million 
cubic yards of sand along the strand from about Middleton Av-
enue to nearly the western end of the beach. The $23.4-million 
project, if accepted, is intended to replace losses from Hurri-
cane Florence.

The apparent low bidder was Great Lakes Dredge and Dock, 
which would pull sand from Jay Bird Shoals with a hopper 
dredge and then pump it along the west beach. The price is well 
above earlier estimates ($18-million) and also higher than the 
latest prediction by the town’s contract engineers ($21.7-mil-
lion). Another contractor’s bid was more than $3-million high-

See Oak Island, page 7A

Oak Island

Winter sand project 
bid totals $23.4M

Photo by Morgan Harper
You never know who you might run into while taking a walk on the Southport City 
Pier. This egret was striking quite a pose as it was out and about this past weekend, 
perhaps looking to share someone’s lunch. Any takers?
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