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Dredging project continues
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

Sand from the Wilmington Harbor dredging project 
is being placed onshore from Sandpiper Trail to ap-

proximately the Bald Head Island Club, as this season’s 
project progresses.

Work will continue through mid-February as the 
Savannah, a cutter-head suction dredge, pulls about 
1-million cubic yards of sand from two reaches of the 
channel near Bald Head. The goal is to keep the channel 
navigable - large ships calling on the Port of Wilmington 
rely on at least 42 feet of water at mean low tide. The 
other benefit is putting sand back on South Beach. 

The dredge will work from the west side of South Beach 
toward the east. Sand placement is expected to end short 
of the juncture of East Beach and South Beach, where 
some of the worst erosion has hit the Shoals Club. Parts 

See Dredging, page 7A

Bald Head Island

Oak Island

Williamson
tract revisited

Revised proposal for 3,196 acres,
7,200 homes returns to council

New Year’s parade

Top stories from 2022 in the pages of The 

State Port Pilot focused on some very familiar 
themes – managing growth, storms, restor-

ing the Big Lake, dealing with COVID, beach 
restoration, voting, the Fourth of July Festival 
and more.

With this year end review, The Pilot takes a 

look back at 2022 with summaries for some 
of the top stories we covered for our readers.  

January

Storm strikes: A new moon high tide 
following the winter solstice – coupled with 
a winter storm – wrecked the coast, causing 
street closures and flooding. Seawater washed 
over numerous access spots at Oak Island and 
also put parts of downtown Southport under 
water.

Dry beds: Boiling Spring Lakes debated 
how to control vegetation in the dormant 
lakes that were emptied when Hurricane 
Florence ruptured the dams in September 
2018. The growth was attracting rodents, 
coyotes and snakes.

COVID surge: Brunswick County Schools 
ushered in the second half of the school year 
with a surge of COVID-19 cases that threat-
ened to close schools amidst a staffing short-
age. Two schools closed an extra two days 
going into the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, 
giving the system a five-day respite period to 
regroup and plan for the year.

February

Snowfall: Brunswick County saw some 
early morning snow flurries as temperatures 
dipped and a low off the coast sent moisture 
onshore. The light dusting provided a winter 
wonderland and playground in Southport, the 
first snowfall in some time.

BCC the best: Brunswick Community 
College was rated by SmartAsset.com as the 
top community college in the nation. Thomas 
Stith III, president of the N.C. Community 
College system, toured the campus with BCC 
President Dr. Gene Smith, stating, “You are 

See Top stories, page 9A

Looking back at our main news stories of the year

Familiar themes top 2022 – growth, storms, lakes and sand

Southport rang in the new year with a winter storm that hit on a new moon high 
tide, causing flooding along the yacht basin and overwash at Oak Island.

Brunswick County taxes are due on Jan. 5 and any bills 
paid after Thursday are subject to added interest. County 
tax bills were sent out on Sept. 1, 2022.

The county will assess a 2% charge to someone’s bill if it’s 
not paid by the due date and an additional .75% if the bill 
remains delinquent on and after Feb. 1. The charges will be 
included in the bill each month it remains unpaid thereaf-
ter. 

Commissioners approved a county budget of 
$315,303,505 this past June, which represented an 8.2% 
increase over the previous year. The county ad valorem tax 
rate of 48.50 cents remained unchanged and there were no 
changes to the water and sewer rates. The 2022-23 fiscal 

year budget featured a new countywide pay policy and 
salary increases that the Board of Commissioners approved 
last April at a cost of $9.78 million. The new budget added 
49 new positions to the county’s workforce.

The Brunswick County Tax Department conducted a 
property revaluation in 2022 that will go into effect this 
year. Property values are expected to increase significantly 
following the revaluation. 

Residents can pay their taxes in person at the David R. 
Sandifer County Administration Building in Bolivia, by 
calling 877-564-4846, or by mail to: P.O. Box 29, Bolivia, 
NC, 28422. 

– Eliot Duke

Brunswick County

Property taxes due; revaluation wrapping up

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

While it has substantially 
more supporting language 
and verbiage of intent, the lat-
est draft agreement between 
the Town of Oak Island and 
developers of the Williamson 
tract is similar to the first deal 
penned in March 2022. Town 
Council will consider the new 
version at its regular January 
10 meeting at 6 p.m.

The 3,196-acre tract is lo-

cated just north of Swain’s 
Cut Bridge on the west side 
of Middleton Boulevard and 
stretches from there to N.C. 
211 to the north and Sunset 

Harbor Road to the west. The 
massive development plan 
first received conditional ap-

proval in 2009 for up to 7,238 
dwelling units, along with 
places for future development 
of a school and other public 
amenities.

Council tentatively agreed 
to rezone the area from R-20 
to planned unit development 
in March 2022, pending mu-

tual acceptance of a develop-

ment agreement. 
The original draft was one 

page. The current version is 
17 pages, although most of the 
extra wording covers legalese, 
such as “purpose, definitions 
See Oak Island, page 8A

Photo by Morgan Harper

Hundreds gathered at dusk at Oak Island Pier for the first Oak Island New Year’s Day Beach Lantern Parade 
on Sunday, January 1. The event was planned by two local residents and a crowd gathered to display decorated 
lanterns for a walk to McGlamery Street and back. More photos are on page 1B.
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