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Oak Island parks plan

Rec center
is top need

Wants, wishes for next decade eyed

Volunteers seek lasting
fix for homelessness

By Alexandria Sands
Staff writer

After several years of sheltering in-need people during the 
coldest nights of the year, some volunteers assisting the effort 
are seeking a more permanent solution to homelessness.

There are no shelters in Brunswick County, and affordable 
housing is scarce. 

So for the past few years, local churches have pitched in to 
pay for others’ temporary stay at an Oak Island motel as part 

of the Winter Shelter program put on by 
Brunswick County Streetreach. 

This year, nine congregations are help-
ing through January and February.

Since 2016, the motel has offered up 
to 10 rooms at a low rate each year dur-
ing the offseason. The churches, most of 
which are part of the Southport-Oak Is-
land Interchurch Fellowship, each take 
one week to cover the cost of the rooms 
and provide breakfast foods and home-
cooked dinners.

As volunteers go door-to-door through 
the hotel, they sometimes spend time with the guests talk-
ing or praying. They’ll ask how they can help. Do they need 
clothes? Diapers? Food stamps? Repairs to their cars?

Over the years, the churches’ members have seen first hand 
the reality of homelessness in Brunswick County. Becky Fel-
ton, co-chair of the Interchurch Fellowship’s Winter Shelter 
Committee, has observed it since 2015 when Southport Trin-
ity United Methodist Church housed people in their building.

“People often ask, ‘Do we really have homeless people in 
See Homeless, page 10A

‘It’s a housing issue’

Memorial to Judge Lewis

Sports – 1C

Hundreds of citizens wrapped 
the Brunswick County Court-
house rotunda Friday, waiting 
their turn to pay respects to 
Resident Superior Court Judge 
Ola Lewis as she lay in repose. 
Lewis died December 29 at 
age 54 after a two-year battle 
with a rare form of liver cancer. 
Specialty court programs she 
began in Brunswick County 
to help defendants battle their 
addictions and turn their lives 
around served as a model for 
other states and national pro-
grams to follow.
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Oak Island

Town receives grant to rebuild cabana

Photo by Lee Hinnant

The Oak Island Beach Cabana is the only regional handicap-friendly access point 
with bathrooms and showers. It is seriously decayed and could get help from a 
major state grant.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

The state’s Division of 
Coastal Management has 
awarded Oak Island a beach 
access grant that, with Town 

Council’s approval, will lead 
to the reconstruction and 
enlargement of the beach ca-
bana.

The wooden cabana bath-
house is outdated and deteri-
orating. Parks and Recreation 

Director Rebecca Squires said 
the last time it had significant 
repairs was in the 1990s.

The state granted the town 
$148,500, noting that the 
cabana is the only bathhouse 
on the beach with handicap 

parking and access.
“The whole point is to al-

low municipalities to make 
the beaches more accessible 
to the public,” Squires said. 
“Now, it’s in pretty rough 
shape.”

The town is required to 
make a 25-percent match, 
which can include in-kind 
services. Squires hopes to 
tear down the old cabana and 
build a taller, new one with 
a new ramp and expanded 
viewing deck area. The goal is 
to have four larger restrooms 
with changing areas that will 
meet modern standards for 
the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act. The cabana will also 
have outdoor showers.

The town will refine its 
plans after reviewing the bud-
get and consulting with build-
ers, Squires said. State grant 
money won’t be available 
until the beginning of the fis-
cal year – July 1 – so the new 
cabana won’t be ready until 
the 2021 season, Squires ex-
plained.

Squires said that the town 
will also improve parking 

See Cabana, page 10A
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Find your piece of heaven on the southern coast...

The Brunswick Beaches offer the dream 
of classic southern coastal living and 
exceptional value. Second home or primary 
residence, our agents can help you find your 
new relaxation station. 

319 N. Howe Street   |   Southport, NC 28461   |   (910) 363-4565   |   southerncoastagents.com

DOING MORE FROM FOR SALE TO SOLD.  
That’s the sign of a RE/MAX agent.™

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island town staff and 
consultants have rolled out a 
plan for parks, recreation and 
open spaces for the next de-
cade. The 316-page draft cov-
ers questions large and small, 
and examines what the town 
could do to best serve resi-
dents for the coming decade.

Town Council will consider 
the plan at its regular Janu-
ary 13 meeting at 6 p.m. and 
again during its annual plan-
ning retreat in February.

Broadly speaking, the docu-
ment considers land acquisi-
tion; facility and park devel-
opment; programs, services 
and events; an overview of fa-
cilities and recommendations 
based on a survey; several 
public information sessions; 
input from the Parks and Rec-
reation Advisory Committee; 
and feedback from several fo-
cus groups.

Wants, wishes and needs 
span the range of possibilities, 
but two schools of thought 
seem to dominate the report: 
relatively straightforward re-
quests at multiple locations 
and reconstruction of the 
town’s main Recreation Cen-
ter to meet current desires.

Multiple respondents asked 
for major upgrades to the rec 
center. The consultants also 

said residents want to see 
significant improvements at 
Middleton Park and the Kev-
in Bell Skate Park, Bill Smith 
Park, and The Point.

The rec center is a central 
need, some town officials 
said. The facility is outdated, 
cramped and has issues with 
showers and restrooms.

The draft plan stated that 
respondents asked for, an 
indoor pool; gymnasium; ex-
panded exercise, fitness and 
aerobics rooms; storage; and 
office spaces. They also asked 
that, in the meantime, the 
town: renovate the restrooms, 
shower and locker areas; up-
grade the weight room; re-
surface and illuminate the 
basketball courts; install a 
bocci ball court; re-mark the 
shuffleboard court; add signs 
about the nature trail; add 
WiFi and charging stations; 
and issue key cards for access 
around the clock.

Tearing down the rec center 
and building a larger, modern 
facility could happen at the 
existing site, said Parks and 
Recreation Director Rebecca 
Squires. The larger question 
is always money, and the 
undertaking would cost mil-
lions.

“Building a new recreation 
center is the biggest thing to 
come out of it,” Council Mem

See Parks, page 10A
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