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Two EMS units added
as call volume soars

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

Brunswick County emergency management officials called 
for reinforcements Monday afternoon and commissioners 
obliged. 

County EMS Director Edward Conrow asked the board of 
commissioners for permission to expand ambulance cover-

age by adding eight new positions and two new peak load 
EMS units. Citing a steady rise in calls and the constant rate 
of growth throughout the area, Conrow said the additions 
will help his department keep up with ever-changing times.

“We are seeing a 14% increase in calls which correlates 
to about 3,000 additional calls a year,” Conrow said. “The 
growth in the county continues throughout the south end 
and the north end. With not only the growth of our residen-

tial population but we see a continued increase in visitors. 
We’re seeing an increase where visitors are now working re-

motely from home and staying here longer and the season 
gets here earlier, and it’s definitely impacting our call lines.”

Commissioners unanimously approved the request 5-0.
Conroy said the goal is to have the new additions in place by 

next tourist season, but a nationwide staffing shortage won’t 
make the task any easier. Brunswick County EMS needed six 
employees before the request and now must find a way to fill 

See County, page 5A
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Southport Yacht Basin

City weighs various safety options

Winecoff elected Lakes mayor; Southport selects two new aldermen

Hatem wins second term; White new OKI mayor

Child’s play

By Terry Pope
Associate Editor

Southport aldermen are weighing options for traffic and pe-

destrian safety improvements at the Yacht Basin, but don’t ex-

pect a decision at their meeting next week. It won’t be on the 
agenda.

Mayor Joe Pat Hatem said the Yacht Basin Overlay District 
Committee did not reach consensus on all issues it explored 
over the past several months. After the October 12 aldermen 
workshop held to review the options, plans will now go back to 
city staff and N.C. Department of Transportation (DOT) con-

sultants for further review.
“When we do make a final decision, the board may decide to 

do the work in phases,” said Hatem.
Signage and light issues were also addressed by the commit-

tee and funding was reviewed by City Manager Gordon Har-

grove.
The committee appears to have reached consensus on the 

following: keep Yacht Basin Drive and the adjoining block of 
West Bay Street one-way; take full advantage of the city’s 20-
foot right of way in the area; mark road surfaces with Thermo-

plastic for more permanent lines; create a raised planting bed 
at end of West Moore Street; change speed limit to 15 mph; and 
more lighting is needed.

At the workshop, some residents and Yacht Basin business 
owners expressed concerns over proposed changes in traffic 
patterns and pedestrian walkways.

Option A would keep the pedestrian walkways on the land 
side along the Yacht Basin while Option B would keep the cor-

ridor on the water side of the street, where it now exists.
“We came up with what I think is a very positive and realis-

tic solution, for at least some of the problems,” said Alderman 
John Allen, who served on the committee. “It’s a tough area, as 

See Southport, page 6A

Inside: your guide to the Southport Wooden Boat Show – 8-9A

Pilot file photo
A pedestrian lane and one-way traffic were intro-
duced at the Yacht Basin last year to improve safety 
for motorists and pedestrians. 

Wilmington East site

Wind leases available
off Brunswick coast

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

After years of discussion 
and delays, the federal gov-

ernment is leasing 127,865 
acres of waters off the coast 
of Brunswick County for wind 
energy development.

The Bureau of Ocean Ener-

gy Management (BOEM) is 
also starting an environmen-

tal review of a lease area in 
Massachusetts and assessing 
commercial interest in wind 
energy development in the 
Gulf of Mexico.

BOEM is seeking public 
comment on all three plans, 
ending on January 3, 2022.

BOEM’s proposed sale no-

tice includes the majority of 
Wilmington East, but not 
Wilmington West. Brunswick 
County and several beach 
communities have petitioned 
BOEM to restrict placement 
of wind turbines to at least 
24 nautical miles offshore to 
preserve the beach view shed. 
All of the Wilmington West is 

within that range.
BOEM is considering 

breaking up Wilmington East 
into three lease areas.

The Wilmington East area 
has the potential to produce 
more than 1.5-gigawatts of 
electrical energy, enough to 
power about 500,000 homes, 
according to a statement is-

sued by BOEM.
The agency further stat-

ed that it is employing a 
“multi-factor auction for-

mat,” which would include 
monetary bids and bidding 
credits. The bidding credits 
would make an allowance for 
workforce training and devel-
opment of the domestic sup-

ply chain for wind energy.
Public comments will be 

considered and published be-

fore BOEM decides whether 
to public a final notice of sale. 
That notice, if approved, will 
specify the date of the lease 
sale.

Prospective bidders have 
until January 3, 2022 to sub-

See Wind, page 10A

Photo by Morgan Harper

Would Chucky slay a dragon? Nope! Sunset Harbor area resident Harmony Fike, dressed up as Chucky from 
the Child’s Play film franchise, and her parents came to town for the Southport Fire Department’s Super Hero 
Trunk or Treat on Halloween night at the fire station where she came face-to-face with a dragon (a rather cute 
one). Rather than fight the monster, the child had fun  playing. You can find more photos of the Super Hero 
Trunk or Treat and many other Halloween events in this week’s Portfolio section.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Voters in southeastern Bruns-

wick County selected mayors 
and members of their respective 
councils Tuesday in an election that 
saw a split between incumbents and 
challengers.

Oak Island
In what appears to be a land-

slide, political newcomer Liz White 

defeated first-term incumbent Ken 
Thomas for the post of mayor of 
Oak Island by a vote of 2,049 to 
1,136.

Incumbent Oak Island Council 
Member John Bach retained his 
seat with 1,632 votes, while new-

comer Mark Martin polled second 
with 1,434 votes in a five-way race 
for the two council posts. Newcom-

er Lynn McDowell polled at 1,390 
votes  while incumbent Loman 
Scott garnered 778 votes and 

Charles Farley received 705 votes.
Bill Craft resoundingly defeated 

Charles McWells 2,373 to 595 to 
take an unexpired term on Oak 
Island Town Council.

Southport
Incumbent Southport Mayor Dr. 

Joe Pat Hatem was re-elected over 
newcomer Rebecca Kelly, with Ha-

tem receiving 1,126 votes to Kelly’s 
669 votes. 

In Southport’s Ward 1, incum-

bent Karen Mosteller retained 
her post with 1,062 votes, while 
newcomer Robert Carroll took the 
second Ward 1 seat with 929 votes. 
Mosteller and Carroll defeated in-

cumbent Marc Spencer (618 votes) 
and fourth candidate Vickie Potter 
garnered 562 votes.

In Southport’s Ward 2, newcomer 
Rich Alt defeated three other chal-
lengers for a single seat, polling at 
737 votes. Former alderman Nelson 
Adams received 369 votes, incum-

bent Lora Sharkey polled at 313 
votes and Rhonda Davis garnered  
279 votes.

St. James
In St. James, three incumbents 

and two challengers vied for three 
seats on town council. Newcomer 
Jim Board was the top vote-getter 
with 1,188 votes, followed by David 
Morgan (1,067 votes) and incum-

bent David DeLong who received 
See Election, page 10A
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