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At last, Miller gets 
hero’s recognition Students return to class;

employees get bonus pay
During the March 23 Board of Education committee meet-

ing, board members approved a recommendation by Dr. Jer-
ry Oates, Superintendent of Schools, that students in grades 
6-12 return to 100% face-to-face instruction. 

On Monday, March 29, remote students who indicated 
they wanted to switch to face-to-face instruction returned to 
school on Plan B as an “immersion period.”

The schedule for the transition is: 
n On April 12, all students grade 6-12 who want face-to-

face instruction will return to school on Plan A five days a 
week.

n The Plan B (hybrid) learning option will be eliminated 
after April 12. Students will either be 100% face-to-face in 
the classroom or 100% remote, based on their preferenc-
es. Schools are now confirming which learning plans stu-
dents will participate in through the remainder of the year.

Employee bonuses
The board also approved Oates’ recommendation that the 

first week of May be designated Brunswick County Schools 
Employee Appreciation Week. The system will show appre-
ciation with:  

• $1,000 bonuses to certified employees;
• $1,000 bonuses to classified employees;
• Additional $500 teacher supplement increases that would 

bring the total for teachers’ supplements this year to $1,000. 
The additional teacher supplements will be effective in 

April, and bonuses for certified and classified staff will take 
effect in May.

– Gary Pethe

Brunswick Schools

Congressional Gold Medal
awarded to late pilot’s family

By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

The Southport Board of Al-
dermen approved a two-part 
change order for the in-prog-
ress Howe Street sewer con-
struction project in a called 
meeting Wednesday, March 
24. 

The requested change en-
tailed more than $72,000 for 
an onsite compaction inspec-
tor and $414,000 in addition-
al asphalt paving charges.

Assistant Public Works Di-
rector Tom Stanley told board 
members the North Carolina 
Department of Transporta-
tion (NCDOT) requires an in-
spector be on site at the work 
site at all times to assure back-
fill material is being placed 
and compacted correctly and 
asphalt compaction is being 
done per NCDOT specifica-
tions. Howe Street falls under 
NCDOT jurisdiction because 
it is a state highway (NC 211). 

Contract cost for an inspec-
tor from the firm ECS South-
east LLP comes to $72,287, 
which will provide for 10 
hours a day for the next 18 
weeks that, “hopefully will be 
the duration of this project,” 
Stanley said. 

“How is it that this is com-
ing to us now, months after 
the project began,” asked 
board member Lowe Davis. 
“We’re spending money now 
to do something we should 
have been doing from day 
one. What happened?” 

Stanley responded that 
when planning for the project 
began in 2019, the local NC-
DOT representative advised 
that the project would fall 
into the “repair and mainte-
nance” category, so no other 
permits or encroachment re-
quests were necessary. “We 
also found emails from a few 
years back that said the same 
thing,” he added, “So, we pro-
See Southport, page 8A

Oak Island residents can ask questions about proposed fees  

Sand district assessments topic of special meeting

Photos by Lee Hinnant

Col. Edward Angelovich, state wing commander of the Civil Air Patrol, presents a shadowbox with the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Robert Miller III and Vicki Duke, children of the late Robert H. Miller Jr. who flew 
anti-submarine missions for the Patrol during World War II.

Left, the Brunswick Composite Squadron Civil Air Patrol plane flew over 
to conclude a ceremony honoring the service of Robert H. Miller Jr. Above, 
Capt. Karl Noffke, commander of the Brunswick County composite squad-
ron of the Civil Air Patrol served as master of ceremonies for the Saturday 
event at Winding River.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

More than two decades after his demise, Robert H. Miller Jr. of the 
Civil Air Patrol (CAP) was awarded the hero’s recognition he earned 
protecting the nation from German U-boats during World War II. 

Last Saturday, the state CAP commander presented the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the late Miller’s son and one of his two daugh-
ters.

Miller flew hundreds of missions off the coast of the Carolinas and 
Texas and patrolled the Texas-Mexico border. He and his crew alert-

See Miller, page 6A

Civil Air Patrol ceremony 

Howe Street paving expenses

Southport aldermen surprised

Project will cost an
additional $486,000

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island Town Council will host a town 
hall-style meeting Tuesday, April 6, at 6 p.m. 
to discuss possibilities for assessment districts 
for sand projects. 

Subject to COVID-19 restrictions, the public 
may ask questions and make remarks about a 
plan to create areas subject to assessment fees 
for at least four years.

“Nothing is decided or cast in stone,” said 

Mayor Ken Thomas. “I want people to ask 
their questions about anything that concerns 
them, including sand.”

The meeting is open to attend in person, 
and will also be broadcast live on OKI-TV 
(Spectrum Cable Channel 8), as well as live-
streamed on the town website at www.OakIs-
landNC.com/MEETINGS. A television mon-
itor will be set up in the downstairs lobby of 
town hall, in the event the crowd exceeds ca-
pacity limits.

Draft proposals
The four assessment districts would impose 

a fee for the value of the land, not improve-
ments.

Oceanfront property would be the first dis-
trict. Areas on the second row north to Davis 
Canal would be the second district. The third 
district would include property from roughly 
East Oak Island Drive to the Atlantic Intra-
coastal Waterway. The fourth district would 
be those parts of town on the mainland.

The boundaries and how much each district 
would pay is an open question.

The numbers discussed at a recent council 
meeting included one estimate of $6,800 a 
year for an average property in district one, 
$1,660 for district two, $532 for district three 
and $199 for district four. These are aver-
age values based on land only and subject to 
change.

Council ran other possibilities through a 
spreadsheet and came up with different fees if 

See Oak Island, page 8A
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