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Southport

Historic structure
may be replaced

Council backs up on
parking sticker plan

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Scores of residents came to Tuesday’s Oak Island Town 
Council meeting to express displeasure with a staff proposal 
to charge $20 a year for resident-only parking at beach ac-
cesses and another $20 a year for hurricane re-entry stickers.

Town Manager David Kelly floated the idea at Council’s 
retreat last Thursday and members agreed to put it on the 
agenda for the regular meeting.

Several speakers asked Council to put the brakes on the 
proposal, back up, and try again - which is exactly what it 
decided to do.

The town discontinued re-entry stickers in 2013 and went 
with stickers that allow residents and property owners to use 
reserved parking spaces. Since then, the town charged $5 
and the stickers were good for two years.

Lee Milburn Burke said she thought $20 was too much for 
resident parking. Dara Royal questioned why Council was 
considering “a 700-percent increase.”

“I’m not sure what problem you are trying to fix,” said res-
ident Larry Krynski.

Ray Barkalow said he saw no reason to increase sticker 
prices unless the town was trying to discourage residents 
from purchasing them.

Christina Dooney suggested that resident and property 
See Oak Island, page 9A

Oak Island

Oak Island, Bald Head

Agreement
clears way 
for sand

Jay Bird Shoals project at $11M

Plans for Southport-owned plant scrapped

City pursues county sewer agreement

Storm takes out weather tower

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Leaders from Oak Island, 
Bald Head Island and en-
vironmental agencies have 
reached a tentative agree-
ment that is expected to clear 
the way for Oak Island to take 
sand from Jay Bird Shoals to 
replace losses from storms.

The town had hoped to start 
the project this winter, but the 
only bid on the project came 
in $5-million over budget.

Town Manager David Kelly 
said he expected Oak Island 
to receive a permit for the 
work later this month, and 
that the town hopes to re-bid 
the project and secure more 
favorable bids for the winter 
of 2020-2021.

Town Council has also 
agreed to meet with its con-
sultants to discuss funding 
mechanisms for a larger, 
long-term beach improve-
ment effort.  

The core project will put 
sand from roughly SE 63rd 
Street to about 22nd Place 
East. That work will be 
75-percent funded by state 
and federal emergency man-
agement agencies. Two add-
on projects funded by the 
town will put sand as far west 
as 10th Place East.

The core project is expected 
to cost about $8-million and 

the total estimate is about 
$11-million. The affected 
areas did not receive sand 
during the 2018 harbor main-
tenance project.

The project calls for con-
struction of a base and dune 
capable of withstanding a 
storm expected once every 
25 years. The dune would be 
about seven feet tall.

Bald Head Island leaders 
previously raised a concern 
about the project: the island 
leaders were not opposed to 
Oak Island taking some sand 
from the shoals, but raised 
issues about shoreline moni-
toring.

To receive its permit for 
sand from the shoals – used 
on the beach and to backfill 
the rock terminal groin – 
Bald Head agreed to monitor 
shoreline conditions for up to 
nine years to make sure that 
pulling the sand from the 
shoals, located at the mouth 
of the Cape Fear River, did 
not increase erosion on the 
east end of Oak Island, espe-
cially the Fort Caswell area 
and other portions of Caswell 
Beach.

Bald Head’s consultant 
stated in an 83-page report 
that the first year of moni-
toring showed no significant 
effect from sand removal on 
erosion. The consultant noted 

See Sand, page 9A
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Find your piece of heaven on the southern coast...

The Brunswick Beaches offer the dream 
of classic southern coastal living and 
exceptional value. Second home or primary 
residence, our agents can help you find your 
new relaxation station. 
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DOING MORE FROM FOR SALE TO SOLD.  
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By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

Southport’s weather tower has alerted people of the twists 
and turns of the weather for well over a century and withstood 
many, many hurricanes: the worst was Hazel in 1954, the 
most recent was Dorian last year.

But it wasn’t a hurricane that twisted and turned and 
brought down the structure early Friday morning. It was 
strong winds.

The unnamed winter storm that moved across the Southeast 
Thursday through Friday morning with high winds, rain and 

See Tower, page 12A

Photo by Morgan Harper

Southport Police Chief Todd Coring and officers in-
spect the fallen structure the night of the storm.

Photo by Diane McKeithan

The Southport weather tower is a twisted pile of steel on the Fort Johnston Garrison lawn following its col-
lapse last week during a winter storm. City officials are pondering how or if to replace the historic structure.

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

The Southport Board of 
Aldermen voted at a special 
meeting Monday night to 
pursue a wastewater agree-
ment with Brunswick County 
and fund a 750,000-gallon 
expansion at the Shallotte 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

In a unanimous three-part 
motion, the board instructed 
the city staff to work with the 
county on a contract.

City Manager Bruce Oakley 
said the county is currently 
drafting an agreement based 
on the original contract with 
some revisions. Once the city 
staff reviews it, it will be pre-
sented to the aldermen for 

approval.
With that said, plans to 

build a city-owned wastewa-
ter treatment plant are offi-

cially scrapped. The option to 
continue designing a city sew-
er plant was not considered 
during Monday’s meeting.

Rather, the purpose of the 
gathering was to decide be-
tween two options for the 
capacity of an expansion: 
750,000 gallons for a rough 
estimate of $26 million; or 1 
million gallons for a rough es-
timate of $34 million.

Southport previously 
signed a sewer service agree-
ment with the county for 
750,000 gallons per day, but 
terminated the contract in 
April after a third-party engi-
neer projected the city would 
need more capacity within 20 
years.

However, at the meeting, 
Brunswick County Public 
Utilities Director John Nich-
ols gave a clearer idea of what 
See Southport, page 10A
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Southport Mayor Joe Pat Hatem, right, and city man-
ager Bruce Oakley discuss the sewer agreement plan.
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