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Town, county project
tackles water pressure

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

The St. James Town Council hopes to approve a final draft 
of an interlocal agreement with Brunswick County next 
month for a large infrastructure project. 

Town Manager Jeff Repp presented a copy of the recently 
revised agreement to council members during their May 19 
monthly work session, and said he  expects a quick “turn-
around” from the county. 

Repp told council members he should be able to formal-
ly submit the agreement at the June 2 meeting. Once the 
agreement is formalized, the town and Brunswick County 
will start the process of hiring an engineering firm to prepare 
a preliminary report for the “evaluation of infrastructure im-
provements to address water pressure issues within the town 
and immediate vicinity.” 

A selection committee, made up of both town and county 
See St. James, page 10A

St. James Council

Southport

Indigo under
intense review

Four subcommittees examine
various impacts of development

Let’s go surfing now

Brunswick County Health Services has been 
recognized with an Achievement Award from 
the National Association of Counties (NACo) 
for its COVID-19 vaccination program. NACo 
honors innovative, effective county govern-
ment programs that strengthen services for 
residents.

NACo recognized Health Services for the 
program “Roll Up Those Sleeves: COVID-19 
Vaccine Initiative,” which launched and 
managed the administering of COVID-19 
vaccinations.

The goal for the vaccine campaign was to 
provide individual protection and a lessened 
likelihood of transmission. Health Services 
worked with state and community partners 
to implement and conduct drive-through 

pop-up clinics, a mass vaccination site, and 
homebound vaccinations to those in need. 
From December 2020 through February 
2021, Brunswick County Health Services 
administered over 41,000 vaccinations.

“I am thankful to NACo for bestowing such 
a prestigious award to Brunswick County,” 
said Deputy County Manager David Stan-
ley. “We along with our partners launched 
this vaccine initiative to protect the health 
and safety of our community during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Each of our team 
members worked tirelessly to defend our 
residents against the virus and continue to 
do so through our pop-up clinics and vaccine 
appointments. I would like to thank the staff 

See Vaccines, page 10A

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

Heads of the four subcom-
mittees overseeing the Indigo 
Project Phase II proposals 
provided a public update 
during the May 19 Southport 
Planning Board  monthly 
meeting. 

Board Chairman Sue 
Hodgin created the subcom-
mittees to focus on specific 
concerns (design and charac-
ter, infrastructure, environ-
mental concerns and traffic 
impact) and tasked them with 
gathering information and 
reporting their findings to the 
planning board’s Indigo HUB 
committee for further review. 
The planning board then will 
present a recommendation 
to the Southport Board of Al-
dermen to either approve or 
deny two applications from 
the developers: one seeks to 

rezone 346 acres of undevel-
oped property from R-20 to 
PUD and get approval of its 
planned unit development 
master plan; the other form 
representatives from Bald 
Head Island Limited and 
East West Partners asks for 
the entire development to be 
annexed into Southport city 
limits.   

“There are a lot of commit-
tees that are looking into it,” 
said Southport Development 
Services Director Thomas 
Lloyd. “We’re looking at this 
with a fine tooth comb. It’s a 
legislative decision. It’s up to 
the planning board to provide 
an advisory recommendation 
list to the board of aldermen.”

Lloyd said that typically the 
board has 90 days to review 
something like this.

During a March 24 alder-
men and the planning board 

See Indigo, page 10A
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Brunswick County Health Services has received an Achievement Award from the 
National Association of Counties for its COVID-19 drive-through vaccination pro-
gram in 2020-21.

Brunswick County

COVID vaccine program
earns national recognition

Photo by Morgan Harper

The temperatures were low but the excitement was high as kids caught their first waves during Take a Kid 
Surfing Day at Oak Island on Mother’s Day morning. The event, hosted by the South Brunswick High School 
Surf Dreams Club and Surf Dreams Foundation based in Surfside Beach, South Carolina, welcomed 35 groms 
to the beach to learn the basics of surfing. More photos can be found on page 1B and in the Photo Gallery at 
www.stateportpilot.com.

Brunswick County coast

Captains group concerned about wind energy
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

Area fishing captains voiced myriad 
concerns on Monday about the pend-
ing leases of offshore areas intended for 
wind turbine electrical generators.

The N.C. For-Hire Captains Associa-
tion agreed to move forward with a sep-
arate political action committee and to 
allow recreational anglers to join their 
ranks, which now number around 180.

The group was started over issues 
about fisheries regulation. For now, it 
has pivoted to concerns over GenX water 
contaminants and the apparent arrival of 
wind energy turbines in an area 18 miles 
off of the Brunswick County coast.

Nothing is final, but two companies 
- including a Duke Energy subsidi-

ary - have collectively paid more than 
$300-million for rights to harvest wind 
energy for electricity.

“We should unite and have a bigger 
voice,” said group president Cane Fair-
cloth, who also works with the Lockwood 
Folly Inlet Association.

Wind energy advocates are spending 
money to sway public opinion, so it’s 
time for folks in the fishing community 
to do the same, Faircloth  told attendees 
of a meeting at Southport’s Indian Trail 
Meeting Hall.

He said GOP U.S. Senate nominee Ted 
Budd has asked for the group to produce 
a “white paper” on the issue, meaning a 
brief synopsis of key points, and noted 
that a 10-year moratorium on new wind 
leases would start July 1 unless Congress 
takes action.

Both the administrations of President 
Biden and Governor Cooper are pushing 
to increase wind energy, Faircloth said.

“They have a hard time making these 
things work on land,” said Faircloth. 
“How are they going to make them work 
offshore?”

Concerns raised
Oak Island is likely to see industri-

al-type infrastructure if the turbines are 
built, said Captains Association mem-
bers. Cables and substations will need to 
be onshore and away from the Wilming-
ton Harbor shipping channel.

The towers themselves could pose risks 
to fishing, tourism and real estate values, 
they also said, adding that the towers can 
leak lubricants and might pose hazards 

See Wind, page 2A
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