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County to governor:
we need more vaccines

In a January 8 letter to North Carolina Governor Roy Coo-
per, Brunswick County Board of Commissioners Chairman 
Randy Thompson relayed concerns about the amount of 
COVID-19 vaccines being made available to county resi-
dents, especially older individuals. 

In the letter, Thompson noted that since the recent tran-
sition to Phase 1b Group 1, several leaders and members of 
Brunswick County communities have reached out to the 
commissioners with concerns that Brunswick County is 
not receiving enough vaccines from the state to adequately 
address its senior population, while also continuing to vacci-
nate members of Phase 1a. 

He told Cooper, “we are concerned not only because these 
are our residents most at risk of dying from this cruel dis-
ease (78 have already passed away to date sadly—most aged 
65 or older), but also because a slower vaccination of this 
critical phase in our county might set us back from moving 
forward into Phase 1b Group 2 in a timely manner consis-
tent with the rest of the state.”

Thompson underscored concerns about Brunswick Coun-
ty’s fast-growing senior population with statistical evidence. 

“Brunswick County is recognized as one of the fastest 
growing counties in the state and nation, and a significant 
reason for that growth is because older individuals are 
choosing our county for their retirement,” he wrote. The 
U.S. Census Bureau estimates that of Brunswick County’s 

See Vaccines, page 2A

Thompson sends letter
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Ferry plans
under review
Authority may seek $56.14-million
in bonds to purchase entire system

Southport

Veteran building inspector Strickland enters retirement

Big catch

Photo by Gary Pethe

Tommy Rechichar, John Dosher and Mike Reese hauled in a 660-pound, approx-
imately 108-inch bluefin tuna Tuesday, January 5, about a mile off of Wrights-
ville Beach. The fish was taken to Potter’s Seafood at the Yacht Basin in Southport, 
where it was weighed and measured. It was a challenge moving the fish from Re-
chichar’s boat the Flying Brick to the dock.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Wayne Strickland’s introduction to working 
for the City of Southport was a trial by fire – 
both literally and figuratively.

The late Rob Gandy hired Strickland 
on January 30, 1995. That night, the men 
watched as the former Southport Community 
Building burned.

The next day, on the job in the days before 
the internet, Strickland was peppered with 
inquiries from local builders and developers.

“They were asking questions I didn’t know 
existed,” Strickland said. “I was wondering 
what I had gotten myself into.”

Strickland applied the same sort of atten-
tion to detail he’d used for years in scuba div-
ing, running a boat, and building: he buried 

himself in building code guides and became 
an expert.

He pushed the city to modernize, obtaining 
the first computer as a hand-me-down from 
a block grant program. Strickland ended up 
paying for the first printer out of his own 
pocket and reprograming the mainframe to 
help locate burial plots in two cemeteries.

The next year brought strong hurricanes 
and new challenges for the growing city.

“We slept at City Hall with no generators,” 
he recalled. “We’ve really come a long way.”

Strickland studied music in college at 
See Strickland, page 3A

Wayne Strickland has retired after 26 
years of employment with the City of 
Southport.

By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

In light of continuing and 
unpredictable increases from 
its current recycling con-
tractor, the St. James Town 
Council is considering op-
tions for providing recycling 
services in the future. The 
current contract for collection 
with Green For Life (GFL) 
runs through the end of St. 
James’ fiscal year, June 30.  

Recycling costs for St. 
James have increased 65% – 
more than $100,000 – in the 
past three years, according to 
Town Manager Edward Dick-
ie. 

“The increase is due to 
GFL’s cost increases, proces-
sor passthrough increases 
and an increase in the num-
ber of residences,” Dickie told 
the town council at its Janu-
ary 6 meeting. For the 2020-
21 fiscal year, estimated re-
cycling costs will total nearly 
$280,000  which represents 
about 10% of the overall St. 
James annual budget. 

Recycling cost estimate for 
the 2021-22 budget year is 
$308,500. Mayor Jean Ton-
er said that is a calculation 
by the town’s finance depart-
ment for budget planning 
purposes. 

During the presentation, 
Dickie discussed four recy-
cling options for the council 
to consider. Savings realized 
by St. James from any of these 
options would be channeled 
into the town’s disaster relief 
response and fire department 
vehicle replacement funds. 
Possible recycling alterna-
tives include:

• Renegotiating the re-
cycling contract with GFL. 
“That is one of the main pos-
sibilities we’re looking into,” 
Dickie stated. “The town 
could achieve significant sav-
ings by doing that.”

• Increasing the tax rate 
by approximately $1.55 to 
retain the current recycling 
See St. James, page 11A

By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

 
The Martin Luther King Celebration Com-

mittee (MLKCC) of Southport, the South-
port-Oak Island Interchurch Fellow-
ship and the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
have canceled all activities for the annual Mar-
tin Luther King Celebration, normally held 
MLK weekend, due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. The events were originally scheduled for 

January 17-18.  
According to Rhonda Yvette Davis, chairper-

son of the MLKCC of Southport, the organiza-
tion is asking all community churches to ring 
their bells and/or chimes 12 times at noon on 
Monday, January 18. 

“Also, we ask each individual to stop what-
ever you are doing at noon and pray for our 
nation and the nonviolence teaching of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.,” she added. “Together, 
with your support, we can continue to educate 

See King, page 6A

Martin Luther King Jr. event canceled

Bells, prayer to replace celebration

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

After delaying action for a 
month, the state’s Local Gov-
ernment Commission (LGC) 
is expected to openly review 
plans by the Bald Head Island 
Transportation Authority to 
sell $56.14-million in bonds 
to take over the marina docks, 
ferries, barges and trams 
serving Bald Head Island. If 
approved by the state’s finan-
cial watchdog, the sale could 
close in early March, an offi-
cial said.

The Authority, created by a 
2017 state law, has been ne-
gotiating with developer Bald 
Head Island Limited to buy 

the system, which is privately 
owned but partially regulated 
by the state Utilities Commis-
sion. Owners want to divest 
the system to help settle the 
estate of patriarch George 
Mitchell, whose 10 heirs are 
parsing holdings he created in 
1983. Most of the island is un-
developed; developed areas 
include exclusive clubs with 
a golf course, marina, pools, 
croquet greenswards and 
high-end dining. The average 
sales price for homes last year 
was more than $1-million.

The ferry system is the only 
practical way to reach the is-
land, known for its beaches, 
maritime forests and lack of 

See Authority, page 8A

Find your piece of heaven on the southern coast...

The Brunswick Beaches offer the dream 
of classic southern coastal living and 
exceptional value. Second home or primary 
residence, our agents can help you find your 
new relaxation station. 

319 N. Howe Street   |   Southport, NC 28461   |   (910) 363-4565   |   southerncoastagents.com

DOING MORE FROM FOR SALE TO SOLD.  
That’s the sign of a RE/MAX agent.™
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