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Southport / Bald Head

Council votes to
seek ferry bonds
Village to pursue $54-million plan

Two mayors won’t seek re-election: Caster at BSL and Sayre at BHI

Municipal filing closes, several races are on

Bay Street repairs begin

Preliminary prep work to repair the collapsed portion of the East Bay Street riverfront sidewalk began on Mon-
day, with repairs starting midweek. The section of the walkway destroyed during Hurricane Isaias last August 

was also affected by Hurricane Matthew in 2016. According to Southport City Manager Gordon Hargrove, work 
should be completed and the sidewalk reopened by the end of August.
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Oak Island 

Drone takes dune control to new heights
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

Shawn Barry is helping take Oak Island to new heights.
He is the town’s new part-time drone pilot and can do some 

jobs that used to take several people and several days by 

inspecting and documenting infrastructure.
Barry holds a commercial license and currently operates two 

drones, one small and one larger. The small version is whisper 
quiet and may be used indoors; the larger drone is not much 
louder than the smaller.

Town Manager David Kelly said the core purpose of the ef-
fort is to document things like town walkovers, bulkheads, the 
pier, buildings and other infrastructure - such as the dunes - so 
the town can prove losses from disasters and receive insurance 
and state and federal reimbursement when called for.

The drone image, sent to an iPad, iPhone or larger control-
ler, has a color overlay with an infrared imaging system for use 
at night making it useful for search and rescue, or for pointing 
out hotspots in the roof of a structure fire.

The unmanned aerial system, as it’s more formally known, 
See Drone, page 7A
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At right, Shawn Barry operates a drone on and near 
the beach. At left, the drone always lands on its own 
special pad, designed to minimize wear from the sand 
and dust.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Two area mayors have chosen not to seek 
re-election and another faces a challenger as 
filing for most municipal offices closed Friday. 
The exceptions are Southport and Navassa, 
where filing for the November 2 general 
election starts Monday, July 26, and closes 
Friday, August 13.

Two incumbents – Boiling Spring Lakes 
Mayor Craig Caster and Bald Head Island 

Mayor Andy Sayre – did not file for re-elec-
tion. In Oak Island, incumbent Mayor Ken 
Thomas faces a challenge from newcomer Liz 
White.

Navassa and Southport have residential 
districts for candidates which, in theory, could 
be affected by the census, but that is not the 
case this go-round.

In Southport, the terms of Ward 1 aldermen 

Karen Mosteller and Marc Spencer are up, as 
well as the post of mayor held by Dr. Joe Pat 
Hatem, and Ward 2 alderman Lora Sharkey.

In St. James, there are three councilor seats 
open for election, which are four-year terms. 
The mayor is not elected by voters but by the 
council from among its membership at the 
first organizational meeting after the biennial 
election and serves a two-year term. Current 

Mayor Jean Toner’s seat isn’t up for election 
until 2023.

Absentee ballots are available for the 
election beginning Friday, October 1. The 
deadline to establish residency is Sunday, Oc-
tober 3. Voters who want to participate must 
register to vote by Friday, October 8, with the 
Brunswick County Board of Elections office.

For more information, visit online at www.
brunswickcountync.gov/elections or call 910-
253-2620. The office is open Monday through 

See Candidates, page 6A

Southport candidate sign-ups begin Monday

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Bald Head Island Village Council voted unanimously Friday 
to pursue $54-million in general obligation bonds to purchase 
and operate the ferry system, squarely moving to block acqui-
sition of the system by the state-established Bald Head Island 
Transportation Authority.

If the process continues, island residents will have to approve 
the bond during the November 2 municipal elections.

The village plan requires review by the state Local Govern-
ment Commission (LGC), which oversees major financial 
transactions by towns and counties. The LGC meets next on 
Tuesday, August 3.

The transportation authority is also expecting its $56.14-mil-
lion bond package to go before the LGC on August 3.

The Authority has been working for three years to assess the 
system and have it appraised. When the numbers came out in 
December of last year, some islanders and members of the au-
thority said they believed the price was too high and failed to 
take into account deferred maintenance.

The system includes four passenger ferries, a tug and barge, 
trams on the island and terminals on the island and at Deep 
Point in Southport. The Southport terminal has parking lots, a 
maintenance area and other real estate.

The reason it is being sold is to help settle the estate of Bald 
Head Island developer George Mitchell, who died about seven 
years ago. As the island has grown over the years, the developer 
has sold off amenities such as the club, golf course and grocery 
store, among others. The Authority was established by state 
law to be a not-for-profit entity like a ports or airport authority.

The village plans to hold a public hearing on its plan some
See Ferry, page 7A
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