
January 29, 2020January 29, 2020

$1.00
Published Wednesdays

in Southport,
North Carolina

stateportpilot.comstateportpilot.com

              THE STATE PORT THE STATE PORT PILOT
A Good Newspaper in a Good Community

Southport  •  Oak Island  •  Boiling Spring Lakes  •  St. James  •  Caswell Beach  •  Bald Head Island  •  Eastern Brunswick County

facebook.com/thestateportpilottwitter.com/StatePortPilot

Find us on facebook

INSIDE Obituaries ............6A
Classifieds ...........13B

Pets ................... 7B
Opinion ............. 4A

Tides ................. 11A
Business ........... 10A

Police reports ..... ..9A
Sports ................. .13A

Southport: mayor to negotiate terms

May selected as interim city manager

Bald Head Island

Culling of coyotes
called off for now

Teamwork saves turtle
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

A couple of sharp-eyed scientists and local sea turtle volun-
teers teamed last Thursday to rescue a sea turtle that appar-
ently suffered from cold stunning.

Frank Marshall and Sam Bradke are studying salt marshes 
for a research project at the University of North Carolina at 
Wilmington. Last Thursday, the spotted a juvenile green sea 
turtle that appeared to be in trouble in a marsh at St. James, 

See St. James, page 8A

Victim of the cold

Strong turnout as Thomas fields questions, hears town’s top issues

Oak Island mayor listens to residents’ concerns

Inside: your free copy of our 2020 Business Card Directory

Photo by Lee Hinnant
New Oak Island Mayor Ken Thomas listens to concerns raised by residents at the first informal mayor’s meeting. Thomas 
plans to host similar gatherings on the third Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the Recreation Center.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

At least 75 people joined Oak Island Mayor Ken 
Thomas last Tuesday for an informal session that 
touched on issues ranging from streets and speed 
limits to Town Council procedures, debt and asset 
management.

Thomas, elected in November 2019, pledged to 
hold monthly meetings so residents and property 
owners can be heard. Volunteer Christina Glenn 
took notes as Thomas listened during a flowing, 
open discussion driven by the audience, not a pre-
scribed agenda.

Thomas opened discussion stressing that resi-
dents were in charge of the town. He said he was 
there to field questions and that he appreciated 
the turnout.

“I wanted to see what everybody’s concerns 
were,” Thomas said.

Streets, West end
Thomas told the crowd that he put the speed 

limit for West Dolphin Drive on the agenda for 
the regular February meeting (on the 11th at 6 
p.m.). Several speakers said they were concerned 
about safety and the ability of golf carts to legally 
access parts of the beach.

Background
The N.C. Department of Transportation (DOT) 

See Oak Island, page 7A

Sam Bradtke, left, and Frank Marshall found the 
turtle while doing research in a marsh at St. James.

Photos contributed
This juvenile sea turtle apparently suffered from 
cold stunning and was sent to the Karen Beasley 
Sea Turtle Rescue and Rehabilitation Center in 
Surf City.

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

Chris May is the Board of Aldermen’s top 
choice for interim city manager of Southport.

The board unanimously voted Monday af-
ternoon to authorize the mayor to negotiate 
and enter an agreement with May. His salary 
would not exceed that of the current city man-
ager.

Newly retired, May was previously the Cape 
Fear Council of Governments’ executive direc-
tor. He served in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve 
for several decades and has experience as a 
town manager in Blowing Rock, North Caroli-
na and Seven Devils, North Carolina.

“This gentleman is known to our communi-
ty. He’s also known to city staff,” said Mayor 
Joe Pat Hatem.

Hatem said May would have four to five days 
with outgoing City Manager Bruce Oakley for 
the transition. He expects the interim to be in 
the role for six months and said Southport will 
begin its search for the new city manager im-
mediately.

“Not like we’re trying to rush through the 
process but begin the process. It takes time,” 
Hatem said.

Alderman Lora Sharkey pointed out that the 
board was informed May would facilitate the 
annual board retreat on Saturday. She asked if 

See Southport, page 11A Chris May

 4700 E. Oak Island Dr., Oak Island | 910-278-6414 | Dosher.org/Clinics
Dosher is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Dosher Medical-Oak Island Welcomes
Lorraine Gauthier, MD

Dr. Gauthier has joined our Oak Island primary care practice with 
Dr. Thomas Holland and Heather Goldfuss, PA-C, and is currently 

accepting new patients.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

After months of controver-
sy, a protest held near Deep 
Point Marina, a letter-writing 
campaign and multiple posts 
on social media, the Village of 
Bald Head Island has decided 
not to trap and cull coyotes 
this winter, an official said.

Coyotes - considered an 
invasive species - live in all 
100 North Carolina counties. 
This past summer, for the 
first time, they caused signif-
icant predation of sea turtle 
nests on Bald Head Island. 
Although it was a banner year 
for loggerhead sea turtles, 
monitors reported coyotes 
ate or destroyed more than 
2,000 eggs – about 12-per-

cent of the total. The damage 
occurred despite stepped-up 
patrols, hazing and enclosure 
of nests with wire cages.

The Bald Head Island Con-
servancy’s mission includes 
protection of sea turtles, and 
officials there asked the Vil-
lage government to trap and 
euthanize coyotes for about 
a week this winter. The deci-
sion, said Conservancy Direc-
tor Chris Shank, was difficult 
but also based on the best 
available science.

The backlash spurred on
See Bald Head, page 12A

Photo by Morgan Harper
Protesters demonstrate 
a leg trap at a protest 
last year of the coyote 
culling.

http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7B&uuid=0e122772-c1b2-590e-a5ee-8d0bbe45ddea
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=0e122772-c1b2-590e-a5ee-8d0bbe45ddea
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=11A&uuid=0e122772-c1b2-590e-a5ee-8d0bbe45ddea
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=10A&uuid=0e122772-c1b2-590e-a5ee-8d0bbe45ddea
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=0e122772-c1b2-590e-a5ee-8d0bbe45ddea
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=0e122772-c1b2-590e-a5ee-8d0bbe45ddea
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=11A&uuid=0e122772-c1b2-590e-a5ee-8d0bbe45ddea
http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=12A&uuid=0e122772-c1b2-590e-a5ee-8d0bbe45ddea

