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Fills seat vacated by Auger’s resignation

Witt returns to BSL board

Southport resignation

City manager
to step down
Accepts job at Carolina Beach

Come on down

Sports – 11A

26th annual celebration events set for Sunday, Monday

Southport’s tribute to King continues

By Michael Paul
Staff Writer

The Boiling Spring Lakes Board of Commis-
sioners on Jan. 7 appointed former commis-
sioner Dana Witt to fill the unexpired term of 
Guy Auger, who resigned in December. Witt 
will serve the term ending Dec. 5, 2021.

Witt, who herself was appointed to the board 
in 2018 to fill a vacancy, finished third in the 
recent municipal election for two commission-
ers.

Teagan Perry Hall (583 votes) and Tom Gu-
zulaitis (474), the two elected commissioners 
who finished ahead of Witt (385) in the five-
person race, made the motions to appoint her 
to the board.

Guzulaitis, noting the election in Novem-
ber, said “it only makes common sense, in 
my opinion, to have a qualified person on the 
board and welcome her back.”

Commissioner Steven Barger said “this al-
lows the community voice to be heard on this. 
... Dana got a large sum of votes from the citi-
zens and I think this allows their voices to be 

heard.”
The board also made the following appoint-

ments:
n Approved Jaime Stevens to the ABC 

Board, completing the three-year term ending 
July 9, 2022.

n Approved William Sraver Jr. and Jeremy 
Sexton to the Planning Board for two-year 
terms beginning Jan. 7 and ending Jan 7, 
2022. Their terms were expiring.

n Approved Brenda Hogan to Special Events 
for a three-year term beginning Jan. 7 and 
ending Jan. 7, 2023. Her term was expiring.

n Approved Don Kessler, regular member, 
and Michael Kirchner, first alternate, to Board 
of Adjustment for three-year terms beginning 
Jan. 7 and ending Jan. 7, 2023. Their terms 
were expiring.

Board actions
The board authorized City Manager Jeff 

Repp to accept a proposal from Carmichael 
Construction Co. of Southport for the Lake 
View Drive — East (North Lake Park) recon-

See Lakes, page 8A
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Dana Witt is sworn in Jan. 7 to fill the vacancy on the Boiling Spring Lakes Board 
of Commissioners.

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

For the 26th year, the Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. celebration returns to 
Southport this Sunday and Monday.

A memorial march will begin the ob-
servances at 3 p.m. on Sunday, January 
19. Participants will meet in front of the 
Southport Fire Department on Howe 
Street. Golf cart transportation will be 
available for those who cannot walk the 
march. In case of inclement weather, the 
event will take place inside the station. 

South Brunswick High School JROTC 

will lead the march down Howe Street 
to Caviness Park. The crowd will pause 
for a brief memorial for the Rev. Walter 
Welsh, a local civil rights activist who 
died in 2016.

The marchers will then walk back to 
the fire station for a program starting at 
approximately 3:45 p.m. 

The event will be hosted by Jaxon 
Francis, an honor student and athlete 
at South Brunswick High School. He is 
also a member of St. James AME Zion 
Church. The Dr. Martin Luther King Cel-
ebration Committee chooses a different 
local student each year to emcee.

Brunswick County Sheriff John In-
gram will be the keynote speaker and 
the Save Our Community Choir will per-
form.

Attendees will hear an update on 
Project Do Something, an initiative to 
promote acts of kindness and justice in 
Brunswick County Schools. Students 
and faculty who document their good 
deeds earn electronic badges at the end 
of the year.

On Monday, January 20, the annual 
round table Walter Welsh Breakfast is at 
8 a.m. in Murrow Hall at Trinity United 

See King, page 3A

Drive-through on hold,
rec report is received

By Lee Hinnant
Staff writer

Oak Island residents voiced concerns about development, 
beach erosion, the pier complex, and parking during the 
year’s first informal “town hall” session Monday. Council also 
tabled action on a proposed drive-through at a local eatery 
and received a 330-plus page report on the future of parks 
and recreation needs.

Rosanne Fortner of the Beach Preservation Society invited 
residents to bring clean, used Christmas trees to the town’s 
lot near the beach cabana off East Dolphin Drive through 
January 27. Volunteers will use them to fortify dunes in the 
former Yaupon section on February 1 at 9 a.m. 

Resident Mike Defeo asked if members of council would 
agree to modify the uniform development ordinance (UDO) 
to restrict “big box” stores to the mainland. He cited Dollar 

See Oak Island, page 10A
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Heart to Heart, the Dosher Foundation’s women’s heart health event, includes 
auction and a guest comedian, with proceeds benefitting the Dosher Cardiac 

Rehab. Reserve your ticket at Dosher.org/Foundation or call 910-457-3850.

Laughter Is Good for the Heart!
February 6, 5:00 pm, St. James Community Building

OAKLEY
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Warmer weather has made for nice January evenings on the Southport City Pier. Seagulls take their spot to 
watch the beautiful sunset.

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

Southport City Manager 
Bruce Oakley has resigned ef-
fective February 17.

Oakley submitted his 
formal resignation to the 
Southport mayor and alder-
men Tuesday evening after 
Carolina Beach Town Coun-
cil selected him as their town 
manager in a closed session. 
He told The State Port Pilot it 
was a long hiring process that 
started prior to the municipal 
election.

Oakley, who has been 
Southport’s city manager for 
almost two-and-a-half years, 
said in a statement, “It’s an 
exciting opportunity for me 
professionally and person-

ally. There are a lot of exciting 
things happening in Carolina 
Beach.”

Carolina Beach has nearly 
double the 
p o p u l a t i o n 
of Southport, 
with roughly 
6,000 people.

Oakley said 
he would al-
ways be appre-
ciative of the 
aldermen who 
hired him, and 
he wished the current board 
success.

“The city will do great things 
in the future under their 
leadership,” he stated. “The 
city staff in Southport is the 
most dedicated and support-

See Oakley, page 10A
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