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Bald Head Island Club’s $13-million expansion

Difficulties didn’t halt project

Singing and strumming
to help improve learning

By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

Brunswick County Schools’ educators are finding out 
that learning is more fun when singing and strumming are 
involved.

Thanks to a grant from the Country Music Association, 
they are learning to play the guitar and ukulele. The plan is 

for them to take their 
newfound musical skills 
and put them to work in 
the classroom. 

Jeremy Mathews 
has been teaching the 
“Guitars in the Class-
room” workshops for 
10 years. He began in 
New Hanover County, 
and three years ago, he 
had the opportunity to 
bring it to Brunswick 
County. Guitars in the 
Classroom received a 
grant from the Country 

Music Association to pay for training for teachers in both a 
metropolitan area and a rural area. 

Since Mathews was already teaching in Wilmington, he 
See Teachers, page 14A
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State Superintendent Mark Johnson visits Town Creek

Six months after the storm, some stability

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Despite hurricanes, historic rainfall, flood-
ing and the usual logistical challenges of build-
ing on a barrier island, Bald Head Island Club 
plans to welcome members and guests in May 
to its expanded facilities, including several 
pools, a large new restaurant and a playground 

for children.
With 100 indoor and 100 outdoor seats, the 

new Horizons restaurant has taken shape and 
will offer direct views of the Atlantic Ocean and 
the golf course.

“You can see Ocean Isle Beach on a nice day,” 
said General Manager Robert Norton.

At the dining level upstairs, biting bugs 
aren’t generally a problem, and the building 
itself offers shaded parking for golf carts, the 
main method of transportation for islanders.

The club’s $13-million expansion included 
four years of prior planning and more than 
a year of construction during an exception-
ally difficult period, when flooding and ex-
tended electric power outages hit Bald Head 

See Bald Head, page 9A
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Crews work on the leisure pool and 
cabana areas. Expanded pools will in-
clude two water slides, including one 
that moves 800 gallons of water per 
minute.

Southport

Citizens share 
ideas for park
First look at plans for Taylor Field

Blessing of the fleet

Jeremy Mathews teaches 
the unique music class.
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By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

Earlier this week, citizens 
got their first look at plans for 
Southport’s next park.

The park is slated for Tay-
lor Field, located at 409 East 
Nash Street. The Harper fam-
ily donated the 4.72-acre par-
cel to the city in September 
2017. 

The property appraised at 
$397,500, and the city will 
use the appraised value to ap-
ply for a Parks and Recreation 
Trust Fund (PARTF) grant, 
which provides dollar-for-
dollar matching funds to local 
governments for parks and 
recreation projects. 

On Monday, the city held 
two informal public meetings 
where citizens could view the 
proposed designs and indi-
cate which amenities they 
would like to see at the prop-
erty. Engineers from McGill 

Associates, the firm hired to 
design the park, were also 
available during the drop-in 
sessions to answer questions 
and receive additional sug-
gestions. 

In addition to site photos 
and large aerial views of the 
property, the engineers also 
displayed two proposed de-
signs for the park and boards 
featuring 32 different ameni-
ties. Each of the attendees 
had the opportunity to place 
stickers on the five amenities 
they most desired at the new 
park. 

Some of those amenities 
were: athletic fields, a picnic 
pavilion, an amphitheater, fit-
ness stations, natural walking 
trails, a boardwalk, a climbing 
wall, a splash pad, a natural 
playground, an adventure 
playground, passive open 
space, unprogrammed open 
space, paved walking trails, a 

See Southport, page 13A

By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

State Superintendent Mark 
Johnson observed the six-
month anniversary of Hur-
ricane Florence by visiting 
Town Creek Elementary 
School, which is located in 
one of Brunswick County’s 
hardest hit areas.

Johnson toured the school, 
along with members of the 
board of education and coun-
ty commissioner chair Frank 
Williams. During the tour, 
Johnson had the opportunity 
to speak with district officials, 
teachers and students about 
the recovery process.

On the surface, it appears 
to be “business as usual.” But 
Johnson learned that’s not 
the case for many.

While all of Brunswick 
County Schools sustained 
some damage from the high 
winds and heavy rains, Town 
Creek Elementary took the 

See Schools, page 10A

Photo by Renee Spencer

State Superintendent Mark Johnson asks students at Town Creek what it was like 
during Hurricane Florence. He visited the school last Friday to check on the hur-
ricane recovery efforts.

Find your piece of heaven on the southern coast...
The Brunswick Beaches offer the dream of classic southern coastal 
living and excceptional value. Second home or primary residence, our 
agents can help you find your new relaxation station. 

319 N. Howe Street   |   Southport, NC 28461   |   (910) 363-4565   |   southerncoastagents.com

DOING MORE FROM FOR SALE TO SOLD.  
That’s the sign of a RE/MAX agent.™
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Twenty-five boats participated in the annual Blessing of the Fleet ceremony Sunday afternoon on the South-
port waterfront. The event was hosted by the Cape Fear Yacht Club, and the Rev. Eric Mills of St. Phillips Epis-
copal Church served as vicar in what is a tradition that began centuries ago in Mediterranean fishing villages 
to ensure a safe and bountiful season. It now marks the beginning of the sailing/boating season.  
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