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Pier work on track to be
finished by Memorial Day

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Contractors working on the Oak Island Pier have driven 
pilings at 52 of the structure’s 68 sections and are on track 
to be finished by Memorial Day weekend, officials reported.

About two-thirds of the new railings are done, said Town 
Manager David Kelly. Work inside the restaurant and retail 
space is almost finished, and the town expects to turn that 
portion of the pier complex over to a private operator on or 
about April 1, he said. Workers still need to add lights to the 
ramp area, he said.

“Everything is going good and it’s going as planned,” Kelly 
said.

When finished, the 880-foot pier will be among the state’s 
See Pier, page 3A
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Brunswick County Schools

Oak Island

Method selected for artificial turf

New chief in a familiar spot

By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

Artificial turf will be installed at Bruns-
wick County’s three main high schools 
using the design-build method.

While the Brunswick County Board 
of Commissioners and the Brunswick 
County Board of Education approved 
the installation of artificial turf at North, 
West and South Brunswick high schools 
last month, Brunswick County Schools 
chief operations officer Sue Rutledge 

presented the design-build installation 
concept to the school board during its 
regular meeting on March 5.

“There are a lot of good products out 
there,” Rutledge said. “And there are a 
lot of good turf manufacturers. We’ve 
been working with a local engineer, and 
as we’ve been educating ourselves about 
a turf project — because we’ve never 
done one in the district — we’ve found 
that, like most things, the installation 
of the project itself is just as important, 
if not more important, than the actual 

product you select.”
She stated that trying to develop a set of 

specifications and plans that was open-
ended enough to meet state bidding laws 
was difficult because it was hard to dif-
ferentiate between the products without 
considering the installation and the base. 

Rutledge and operations staff consult-
ed with the district’s local engineer, and 
he recommended using a design-build 
installation process. 

“He believes, and we believe, that 
See Schools, page 7A

Oak Island Council

Town will join
seismic lawsuit
Court brief against offshore testing

Lost overboard

The Helsinki Bridge, a 1,097- 
foot container ship built in 
2012, experienced an incident 
during its voyage from the 
Port of Boston to the Port 
of Wilmington. When the 
ship encountered rough seas 
and high winds during the 
journey, several of its con-
tainer stacks fell over causing 
damage to the contents. A  
number of containers were 
lost overboard. It arrived in 
Wilmington March 6, and 
was a peculiar sight for river 
watchers that morning.
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Contractors have rebuilt 52 of the pier’s 68 sections.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island’s new full-time chief of police is 
a familiar face – W.L. “Speedy” Ingram III, a 
resident of the island since 2000 who previ-
ously served as chief here in 2002-2004.

One of six children, the Kinston native 
received an associate’s degree in police sci-
ence from Wilson County Technical Institute 
in 1973 and a bachelor’s in criminal justice 

from N.C. Wesleyan College in 1988. He’s a 
graduate of the FBI National Academy and is 
certified in basic, intermediate and advanced 
law enforcement.

Ingram started his career as a patrol of-
ficer in Kinston in 1974. Over the years, he 
worked his way up the ranks to captain of the 
investigative division and served as acting and 
assistant chief of police. He served as chief of 
police in Coats (Harnett County) from 1998-
2002 and joined Oak Island later that year.

Ingram, now 65, “retired” from law enforce-
ment with 31 years of service in 2004, but 
he never fully left the field. He made a point 
to retain his certification with the town and 
Brunswick County Sheriff’s Office, even while 

See Chief, page 12A
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Oak Island Police Chief W.L. Ingram III 
said the department will be open, ac-
countable and responsive to the town’s 
concerns.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island Town Council 
tentatively agreed Tuesday to 
file a friend of the court brief, 
when appropriate, supporting 
environmental groups and lo-
cal governments fighting seis-
mic testing for oil and natural 
gas in most of the Atlantic 
Ocean.

Lawsuits filed in South 
Carolina in December 2018 
by Southern Environmental 
Law Center and others claim 
that National Marine Fisher-
ies Service violated several 
federal laws when it issued 
permits for five companies to 
perform seismic airgun tests 
for oil deposits.

The tests use high-powered, 
loud blasts of air to probe the 
seafloor geology. A host of sci-
entists and others claim tests 
can harm marine mammals, 

such as whales and dolphins, 
and kill fish larvae and certain 
types of plankton, tiny organ-
isms that form the base of the 
ocean food chain.

North Carolina Gov. Roy 
Cooper and the governors 
of New Jersey, Connecticut, 
Virginia and Rhode Island 
have signed a letter express-
ing similar concerns. At least 
four residents spoke in favor 
of Oak Island filing an amicus 
brief on the issue during the 
public comments portion of 
the meeting.

Council instructed Town 
Attorney Brian Edes to survey 
the situation and file a friend 
of the court brief at the appro-
priate time.

The decision mirrors coun-
cil’s earlier resolution oppos-
ing drilling for offshore oil 
and gas, a plan endorsed by 
the Donald Trump adminis-

See Oak Island, page 3A
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