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Southport sewer

Rate hikes
unsettling

Struggling residents ask for help

Town reviews hurricane
response; sets new policy

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Better and more internal and external communication is a 
recurring recommendation in the recent after-action report 
on Hurricane Florence at Oak Island.

The September 2018 storm brought winds of 90 to 105 
mph, a nine-foot storm surge and 26 inches of rain after an 
already unusually wet spring and summer. In addition to sig-
nificant beach erosion, damages in the town were estimated 
at $11-million.

Structural debris amounting to 385 tons and more than 
131,000 cubic yards of vegetative debris were removed by 
Crowder Gulf under an emergency contract. Town staff 

See Oak Island, page 16A
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Oak Island

Drone now an
important tool

for water rescue

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island Water Rescue has a new 
tool for saving lives - a sophisticated 
quadcopter drone that stay aloft for half 
an hour.

The $3,000 DJI drone has a 4k high-
definition camera, plus a separate in-
frared camera with artificial intelligence 
that automatically outlines shapes with 
similar heat patterns, such as a person 

or a watercraft.
Water Rescue added extra signal bea-

cons to the drone, mainly for another 
layer of safety. Members notify the Cape 
Fear Regional Jetport before each flight 
and are careful to stay within prescribed 
limits on altitude.

Three members have commercial 
drone licenses and two others have 
trained to fly. They are now awaiting the 
final paperwork to allow them to fly the 
drone at night, where it’s expected to be 

of great value locating boaters or others 
in distress.

The machine can take off and land 
on its own, or be flown manually. It has 
sensors that prevent it from flying into 
large stationary objects, such as trees.

One function allows the drone to per-
form a grid-pattern search of a specified 
area. The drone also has a loudspeaker 
that allows the operator to give instruc-
tions to someone on the ground or in 

See Water Rescue, page 10A

Tony Young and two other team members have commercial licenses to fly the drone, which can land itself within inches of a predetermined location. It has a 
loudspeaker, high-definition camera and an infrared camera.
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By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

Southport residents have 
seen their sewer bills climb 
over the past three years, with 
base rates reaching $70.17 in 
July.

At the August 8 aldermen 
meeting, multiple people 
spoke out after having re-
ceived their bills.

“Senior citizen, one bed-
room and the bill was $95,” 
said resident Ennis Tobler. 
“No way in the world I could 
use all that, and I’m asking 
you people to consider it care-
fully and see what you can do 
about this.”

The current base rate for 

in-city residential customers 
is the result of two 35% in-
creases. The first happened in 
fiscal year 2018-19; custom-
ers received an $8 discount 
on the past year’s rate, mak-
ing it $38.50, but also had 
the increase, upping the cost 
to $51.98. In July, the second 
increase hit bringing the price 
to the $70.17.

City manager Bruce Oakley 
explained the increases were 
part of a three-year plan to pay 
off future debt for improving 
infrastructure and wastewa-
ter treatment capacity. The 
city took out a $26-million 
low-interest loan to build its 
own wastewater treatment 
See Southport, page 16A
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Dosher Memorial Hospital earned a 5 star patient satisfaction rating on our most recent patient experience 
surveys through the Hospital Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems (HCAHPS).

Find out more at 
Dosher.org/5star

Strength in Numbers 

County’s top teacher, 
principal from South

Brunswick County’s top education awards both came from 
the South Brunswick schools. Chip Hodges of South Bruns-
wick High School was named Principal of the Year, (left) 
and South Brunswick Middle School’s Justin Garza won 
Teacher of the Year. Also, Southport Elementary teacher Ky-
lie Fox was named Rookie of the Year. The announcements 
were made at the Brunswick County Schools’ convocation 
and pep rally, where more than 1,500 employees joined in 
Odell Williamson Auditorium. Wearing their school colors, 
the teachers cheered in spirit and got excited for the start of 
the new year on Monday. First day of school for students is 
Monday, August 26. Story is on page 3B inside. 
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