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Published every Wednesday by The State Port Pilot Inc.

The State Port Pilot was established in 1928 and has been 
published under present ownership since 1935. The primary 
service area is southeastern Brunswick County, specifically zip 
codes 28461 (Southport, Bald Head Island, St. James, Boiling 
Spring Lakes), 28465 (Oak Island and Caswell Beach) and 
28422 (Bolivia). The Pilot provides award-winning coverage 
of communities within its service area.

1. PERSONNEL
Morgan Harper, editor
Carol Magnani, retail advertising manager

2. REPRESENTATIVES
North Carolina Press Services Inc.
5171 Glenwood Avenue, Suite 364
Raleigh, NC 27612
(919) 787-7443 / Fax (919) 787-5302

3. COMMISSION/TERMS OF PAYMENT
a. Retail rates are non-commissionable.
b. Recognized advertising agencies receive a 15-percent dis-
count off the national rate. The agency is responsible for pay-
ment of all advertising placed unless the advertiser is billed 
directly by The State Port Pilot.
c. Advertising is payable at placement unless the advertiser or 
agency has approved credit with The State Port Pilot.
d. Balances not paid by the 25th day of the month are subject 
to a monthly finance charge of 1.75 percent.
e. Accounts more than 60 days past due will void a contract
agreement and the open rate will be applied retroactively.
f. Political and "going out of business" advertising is accepted
only with payment in advance.

4. GENERAL POLICY
The publisher reserves the right to reject or cancel any adver-
tising. The publisher will not be responsible for typographical 
errors or misprints beyond cancellation of the charge for the 
space of the item affected.  All work is copyrighted, and may 
not be reproduced without permission of the publisher.

5. ADVERTISING RATES
(For classified rates, see number 17)
Rates effective January 1, 2019

RETAIL ADVERTISING
(per column inch)
OPEN RATE ......................................................................$9.75
DISCOUNT RATE .............................................................$8.00
Thirteen or more consecutive weeks (contract required); or at least
150 column inches during the monthly billing period.

NATIONAL (commissionable) ...................................................$12.00
SERVICE DIRECTORY .................................................... $169.00
TOTAL per space for 13 consecutive weeks (contract required)

LEGAL ADVERTISING
Should be e-mailed to legals@stateportpilot.com

Per column inch, per insertion....................................................... $9.75
Notice to creditors ........................................................................ $75.00
(Paid in advance; if billed, regular per-inch rate applies)

Bordered public notices (per column inch) ..................................$9.75

PRE-PRINTED INSERTS
Single-sheet or 4-8 tabloid pages, per thousand ............. $50.00
12-20 tabloid pages ......................................................... $60.00
24-48 tabloid pages ......................................................... $70.00
Preprinted inserts of extraordinary weight or dimensions are subject to 
acceptance by the publisher.

DELIVERY

Pre-printed inserts should be delivered to:
The State Port Pilot

c/o The News Reporter
127 West Columbus Street
Whiteville, NC 28472
Receiving hours are Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. For holiday delivery, call (910) 
642-4104.

DEADLINES

Insertion orders for pre-printed inserts must be received by 
The State Port Pilot at least seven days prior to the date of 
insertion. Inserts should be delivered to the Whiteville printing 
facility no later than Friday before scheduled insertion. Local 
inserts delivered to the Southport office of The State Port Pilot 

must be received eight days prior to publication.

7. COLOR RATES AND AVAILABILITY
One color with black (full page rates)............................$125.00
Full processed color (full page rates)..............................$250.00
Availability of full color may be limited. To assure the best possible color 
reproduction, call 457-4568 for newspaper-specific requirements.

10. SPECIAL SERVICES
a. Basic design and layout services are provided to the adver-
tiser at no additional charge.
b. Photography work outside the office may be charged on 
the basis of time and distance; the advertiser will be informed 
in advance. The advertiser will be asked to provide a suitable 
illustration if, in the publisher’s judgment, staff photography is 
not feasible. 
c. Electronic proofs are available free immediately upon 
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request. Hard-copy tear sheets are available at $1.00 per copy.
d. Affidavits are readily available. The first two copies are pro-
vided at no charge; additional copies are $1.00 each.
e. Affidavits for notices more than 30 days old will be pro-
vided at $5.00 per copy.

12. R.O.P. DEPTH REQUIREMENTS
a. Advertising ordered more than 19 inches in depth will be 
charged as full-page depth (21 inches).
b. Minimum depth display advertisement accepted: two inches.

13. CONTRACT/COPY REGULATIONS
a. All advertising not covered by a signed agreement will be
charged at the open rate unless the frequency or volume dis-
count requirement is met.
b. In the event of an error in an advertisement on the part of 
the publisher, the liability of The State Port Pilot will be lim-
ited to the cost of the advertisement. Full credit will be given 
when the error destroys the effectiveness of the advertise-
ment; pro-rated credit will be given when the effectiveness of 
the advertisement is diminished. The publisher will make no 
adjustment for mechanical errors due to incompatible file for-
matting that may result with advertisements furnished by the 
advertiser. The advertiser should check the first appearance of 
an advertisement for correctness, as the publisher will in any 
case be liable for only one incorrect insertion. 
c. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that the
merchandise or services offered are accurately described and
willingly sold to customers at the advertised price. Deceptive 
or misleading advertising is never knowingly accepted.
d. Cancellation of advertising before the term previously 
agreed upon must be requested by the advertiser in writing and 
must be acknowledged by the publisher or business manager.
e. The words “Paid Advertisement” will be printed at the top 
of any advertisement that could be mistaken for news content.
f. Political advertising must bear the legend "Paid for by
(committee or individual)" within the advertisement, in
accordance with N.C. General Statutes.
g. Brokered advertising space is not accepted.
h. Position requests will be honored whenever possible, but are 
not guaranteed.

14. CLOSING TIMES/DEADLINES
Real estate advertising — noon Friday
All color ads — noon Friday
Classified advertising — 2 p.m. Monday
Retail display advertising — noon Tuesday
(Real estate proofs require copy submission by noon Thursday; 
retail by 5 p.m. on Friday.)

15. MECHANICAL MEASUREMENTS
Standard broadsheet page size is 11.5” inches wide by 21”
deep — six columns by 21” or 126 column inches per page. A
“double truck” advertisement measures 273 column inches.
1 column (width) ...............................................................  1.61”
2 column ...........................................................................................3.37"
3 column .........................................................................................  5.13"
4 column ...........................................................................................6.89”
5 column .......................................................................................... 8.65"
6 column .........................................................................................    10.42”

17. CLASSIFIED RATES/DEADLINES
Rates are based on 20 words or less. Acceptance of classified
advertising is in accordance with regulations that apply to 
other advertising in The State Port Pilot.
One insertion ....................................................................$10.00
Two insertions ............................................................................... $17.00
Three insertions ............................................................................ $23.00
Subsequent insertions, per week add ........................................... $7.00
Rates are based on consecutive insertions. For each word over
20, add 25 cents per insertion. The normal deadline for classified
advertising is 2 p.m. the Monday prior to first insertion of the
advertisement. All classified advertising must be paid in advance.

SPECIAL
SUPPLEMENTS
The State Port Pilot publishes seasonal editions of "Cape Fear 
Coast," a popular supplement to the newspaper that also is 
placed in high-traffic locations. The Pilot also publishes the pro-
gram for the N.C. Fourth of July Festival. Advertising in these 
expanded distribution supplements is available at the following 
non-commissionable rates.

FULL COLOR AD RATES
Full page ....................................................................... $650.00
One-half page ................................................................ $350.00
One-quarter page .......................................................... $185.00
One-eighth page .............................................................$120.00
Spotlight............................................................................$75.00

(Other Pilot supplements are individually priced)

A PILOT’S LIFE page 16

a publication of 

The State Port Pilot ®

NC Fourth of July Festival 2018

www.stateportpilot.com

1

Coast Magazine Fall 2018

www.stateportpilot.com
1

a publication of 
The State Port Pilot ®

a publication of The State Port Pilot ®



Regional
Advertising

While residents of the Southport-
Oak Island area of Brunswick 
County find that most of their 
needs can be met at home, they 
regularly travel to nearby metro-
politan areas for specialty items 
and entertainment. Advertising 
in the Pilot is an excellent way to 
reach our resort and retirement 
population with its well-above-
average disposable income. 
The Southport-Oak Island area 
is located just 30 miles from 
Wilmington’s main business dis-
trict and just 45 miles from South 
Carolina's Grand Strand. 

Published once a year. For more 
information, email ads@stateportpilot.com

A handy reminder of the products and 
services you offer to home-owners and 
visitors in our area.

More than 30,000 visitors a month can view 
your online advertising, with a variety of
pricing and display options to meet your par-
ticular needs. E-mail ads@stateportpilot.com 
for details.



114 East Moore Street • Southport, NC 28461
910-457-4568 • ads@stateportpilot.com • fax 910-457-9427

2019
SAMPLE AD SIZES

1 Column x 2”

Open Rate $19.50
Contract $16.00

1 Column x 3”

Open Rate $29.25
Contract $24.00

1 Column x 4”

Open Rate $39.00
Contract $32.00

1 Column x 5”

Open Rate $48.75
Contract $40.00

2 Columns x 1.5”

Open Rate $29.25
Contract $24.00

2 Columns x 2”

Open Rate $39.00
Contract $32.00

Business card size

Sizes shown 
are actual size
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2 Columns x 3”

Open Rate $58.50
Contract $48.00

2 Columns x 4”

Open Rate $78.00
Contract $64.00

2 Columns x 3.5”

Open Rate $68.25
Contract $56.00

2 Columns x 5”

Open Rate $97.50
Contract $80.00

2 Columns x 5.5”

Open Rate $107.25
Contract $88.00



2 Columns x 6”

Open Rate $117.00
Contract $96.00

2 Columns x 7”

Open Rate $136.50
Contract $112.00

4 Columns x 1”

Open Rate $39.00
Contract $32.00

3 Columns x 2”

Open Rate $58.50
Contract $48.00

MECHANICAL MEASUREMENTS 

11.5 inches wide by 21 inches high (SAU). 

1 column (width) ...............................................................1.61” 

2 column ...........................................................................3.37” 

3 column ...........................5.13” 

4 column ...........................6.89” 

5 column ...........................8.65” 

6 column ...........................10.42”

Broadsheet size

11.5” x 21”



3 Columns x 3”

Open Rate $87.75
Contract $72.00

3 Columns x 4”

Open Rate $117.00
Contract $96.00

1 Column x 7”

Open Rate $68.25
Contract $56.00

4 Columns x 3”

Open Rate $117.00
Contract $96.00



1/8th PAGE

3 Columns x 5.25”

Open Rate $153.56
Contract $126.00

4 Columns x 4.5”

Open Rate $175.50
Contract $144.00



1/4 PAGE

3 Columns x 10.5”

Open Rate $307.13
Contract $252.00
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Demographics

Reaching 69% of households

 in 28461/28465

28461/28465 distribution 5686 

8,190 total occupied homes.

* Source: www.city-data.com

28461
Estimated zip code population*

17,230

Males: 8,065 (46.8%)

Females: 9,165 (53.2%)

Median resident age: 56 years

Average household size: 2.2 people

Estimated median household income in 2015: 

$54,888

Number of occupied households : 5,982

28465
Estimated zip code population*

6,781

Males: 3,313 (48.9%)

Females: 3,468 (51.1%)

Median resident age: 53.3 years

Average household size: 2.1 people

Estimated median household income in 2015: 

$51,684
Number of occupied households : 2,208
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Online Ad rates

stateportpilot.com114 E. Moore St. • Southport, NC 28461

In 2018 www.stateportpilot.com averaged over 
54,300 visitors per month.

• Leaderboard – 728x90
$200 per month - 4 ads rotate in the position
• Rail Top 1 – 300x250
$175 per month - 4 ads rotate in the position
• Rail Top 2 – 300x250
$175 per month - 4 ads rotate in the position
• Center Top – 428x60
$150 per month - 4 ads rotate in the position
• Center Middle – 425x60
$100 per month - 4 ads rotate in the position

• News – 300x250
$225 per month – 2 ads rotate in the position
• Obituary – 300x250
$100 per month  4 ads rotate in the position, non-competing
• Court Reports – 300x250
$100 per month 4 ads rotate in the position
• Web Cam – 185x150
$1000 annually – 5 static, non-rotating positions •

RUN OF SITE Banner Ads

IN STORY Banner Ads

LINE LISTINGS

• Business Links
$30 per month – Alphabetized within categories

Leaderboard – 728x90

Rail Top 1

300x250

Rail Top 2

300x250

Business

Links

Center Top - 428x60

Center Middle - 428x60


