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LAVENDER, LEOPARDS READY
Expectations are high once again for the 
Lovejoy football team, ranked No. 2 in the 
state.

INSIDE  SPORTS
PROFILE: GET TO KNOW  
AMANDA THRASH
Meet a new Allen Fairview Chamber board 
member and president of Texas Health Allen
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Allen’s parks system is on the path to 
connectivity.

In an effort to continue connecting Al-
len’s trails to Plano and McKinney, Allen’s 
Parks and Recreation department has ap-
plied for multiple grants for further con-
struction of Rowlett Trail.

“We have two different trail sections 
we’re working on in our masterplan. One 
is called the northern section,” Parks di-
rector Kate Meacham said. “It runs from 
McDermott Road to through the McDer-
mott properties. The southern section 
is near the Watters Creek Golf Course. 
Those are the most highly demanded proj-
ects that residents ask to be completed 
because it goes into Plano and to the Oak 
Point Nature preserve.”

Allen received one grant for $300,000, 
which is a matching grant. Meacham said 
the parks department is also applying for 
an upcoming federal grant that’s adminis-
tered through North Texas that covers up 
to 80% of the construction cost, equating to 

$6.9 million.
“It is part of the six cities trails master-

plan, which makes it attractive to potential 
funders,” Meacham said.

The six cities trails masterplan is an 

initiative to connect major Collin County 
cities through its trails, making transpor-
tation methods like walking and biking 
more attractive to residents.

Allen is on the path 
toward trail connectivity

COURTESY OF VISIT ALLEN

The most popular trail that Allen has been working to expand is the Rowlett Creek 
trail. 

A teacher in the Allen Independent 
School District has been indicted by a 
grand jury and booked into the Col-
lin County Jail on charges related to 
sexually abusing a student, court doc-
uments indicate.

Allen ISD on Tuesday named the 
suspect as Tony Mattei, a teacher at 
Curtis Middle School. 

In a communication to the com-
munity, Allen ISD officials wrote on 
Tuesday, Aug. 30, the district “was 
notified by a third party that a teach-
er from Curtis Middle School was 
indicted by a grand jury. Until this 

notification occurred, Allen ISD had 
not been notified that the teacher 
had been involved in grand jury pro-
ceedings. Regardless, we made the 
decision to immediately remove the 
teacher from the classroom and place 
the teacher on administrative leave.”

District officials wrote in the com-
munication that it does not know the 
specifics that were presented to the 
grand jury, but the district can con-
firm that the teacher received an al-
legation of misconduct in April 2022. 

“The district immediately notified 
Allen Police Department School Re-

source Officers (SROs) and 
cooperated with law enforce-
ment during the investiga-
tion process. The District’s 
investigation included inter-
views with the student, the 
student’s parents, witnesses 
and the teacher in question. 
The teacher was placed on 
leave for the duration of the 
investigation process. Allen 
ISD followed its investigation 
procedures in place, and based off of 
the available evidence, was unable to 
sustain the allegation. However, in an 

abundance of caution, Al-
len ISD followed up on its 
investigation by notifying 
Child Protective Services 
(CPS) of the incident.

“Since the District’s 
investigation, the Collin 
County Children’s Advo-
cacy Center and additional 
law enforcement became 
involved and were able to 
gain additional informa-

tion through forensic interviews and 
heightened discovery methods. The 
findings from the grand jury process 

are confidential, and the information 
regarding the grand jury’s indictment 
was not made available until today 
(Tuesday, August 30.”

Allen ISD is asking people who 
may have information surrounding 
this incident to email communica-
tions@allenisd.org. Comments may 
also be directed toward the Allen 
Police Department through Detec-
tive Jared McConathy at 972-633-
6727. Anonymous tips may be sent 
to Allen ISD via text message by tex-
ting “AISD” and your tip to 847411 
(TIP411).
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Allen ISD teacher indicted by grand jury
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Allen ISD residents are set to see a 7.6 cent de-
crease in the tax rate this year.

At a Board of Trustees meeting last week, the 
new 2023 property tax rate was declared to be 
$1.3304 per $100 valuation. This is a continuation of 
Allen ISD’s 10-year trend in seeing a lower tax rate.

Allen ISD CFO Brian Carter said that while the 
tax rate is lower than last year’s , the district is re-
quired to tell the public that the rate is 6.7% higher 
than the no new revenue rate of $1.2413 per $100.

“This is a bit of an apples to oranges comparison, 
because we’re comparing the proposed tax rate to a 
tax rate we never had,” Carter said.

The $1.3304 rate was passed unanimously with 
94.04 cents going toward the district’s maintenance 
and operations and 39 cents going toward the 
school’s debt fund.
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Allen ISD 
sets tax 

rate

Allen CFO Brian 
Carter said that 
the district has 
seen an overall 
decrease in the 
tax rate over the 
last 10 years as 
property 
values 
continue 
rising.
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PARKS AND RECREATION

Allen is part of an interlocal initiative to connect Collin County 
cities through its trail system. COURTESY OF THE CITY OF ALLEN

n  See GRANTS, Page 2


