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TAKE A BOW
Between a three-team race for its girls district championship and a six-
team logjam to decide a trio of playoff spots on the boys side, there was 
seldom a dull night on the 5-6A hardwood during the 2022-23 season.
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PROFILE:  GETTING INVOLVED  
IN THE ALLEN COMMUNITY
Get to know Allen High School’s senior vice 
president, Xolani Chavers
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As Allen develops its last 
major commercial corridor, 
residents can look forward to 
several incoming entertain-
ment and dining experiences.

The Farm is an economic 
development project within 
the city, and it represents the 
first major project on Allen’s 
121 corridor to kick off and 
create a base of amenities for 
area residents and incoming 
businesses to enjoy.

Areas like West Lake Park, 
a future boardwalk featuring 
upscale restaurants; gaming 
center High Five; Chicken 
and Pickle and the expanding 
HUB development aim to pro-
vide a myriad of fun activities 
for families and residents.  

“With all that happening, 
we've also kicked off the 
first office building there, 
which is called Farm Work 
1, where we hope to bring in 

some corporate tenants with 
about 100,000 square-foot, 
three-story building near all 
the amenities,” said Dan Bow-
man, Allen Economic Devel-
opment Corporation’s CEO. 
“That's what the office users 
are looking for — a place to 

dine, have entertainment, and 
all of that. We think that will 
be very successful as we fill 
that building with new ten-
ants.”

High Five and Chicken 
and Pickle are supposed to 
be breaking ground this year 

and are slated to open in 2024.
“Going into the summer or 

early fall, you'll see shovels in 
the ground,” Bowman said.

Coming out of the winter 
months, Bowman said the 
HUB has seen a lot more 
traffic as locals bring their 

families to the event lawn to 
enjoy movie nights, partici-
pate in sports watch parties 
and more. Additionally, the 
HUB's second floor has al-
lowed space for several com-
munity groups to meet since 
it opened.

“I think the thing people 
are learning is that the HUB 
has a ton of indoor space 
too,” Bowman said. “You can 
go year round. People can 
really enjoy it regardless of 
temperature. I think it's a 
really cool, cultural amenity 
that people have been look-
ing for.”

Over the next 10 years, 
Bowman said the Allen EDC 
aims to build out a total of 1.6 
million square feet of office 
space to bring more careers 
to Allen and provide daytime 
traffic to the restaurants The 
Farm will have to offer.

“To bring in this great tax 
base to lower the tax burden 
on the residents that brings 
jobs and has an amenity base 
to spend time with neighbors 
with new dining options, it 
hits on all the different goals,” 
Bowman said. "We're pretty 
excited. We think it's a sign of 
more good things to come. “
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The City of Allen's Parks 
and Recreation Department 
is on a path to becoming 
more inclusive.

Through the end of sum-
mer, the city will be garner-

ing input from consulting company 
Direct Access to understand where 
its facilities and programs can im-
prove to allow a quality experience 
for all residents.

“We need to look beyond ADA 
compliance and look towards inclu-

DEVELOPMENT

121 corridor to see new developments by 2024

COURTESY OF OMNIPLAN

The Farm is an economic development project within the city, and it represents the first major project on Allen’s 121 corridor to 
kick off and create a base of amenities for area residents and incoming businesses to enjoy.

CITY

Parks and 
Recreation

to become more 
ADA inclusive

The plan will stretch over two phases: 
an evaluation and 

the plan’s implementation

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF ALLEN

Through the end of summer, Allen will have input to understand where its facilities and pro-
grams can improve to allow a quality experience for all residents.

n  See ADA, Page 4A
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As conversations around student safety 
continues, Allen ISD officials also revisited 
possible policy around restroom usage.

Kim McLaughlin, assistant superinten-
dent of school leadership, told Allen ISD 
Board of Trustees that after speaking with 
administrators, the main concerns the dis-
trict found around restrooms included THC 
usage as well as other substances, destruc-
tive behavior and a rise of slap boxing skir-
mishes in middle school boys restrooms.

This year, the district has reported 111 
incidents in its restrooms.

Looking at data from this school year 
and anecdotally over the last five years, Mc-
Laughlin said there have been no reported 
incidents of assault involving transgender 
students in the restroom.

Trustee Elle Holland said that according 
to a survey conducted in Allen ISD, 44% of 
respondents believe the district addresses 
bullying well, and 51% reported not feeling 
safe in all parts of the district.

Holland said she would like to under-
stand more on the statistic. Holland also 
said she believed that biological males 
could use genderfluidity as an excuse to 
enter girls’ restrooms and wanted a policy 
specifically addressing that potential issue.

McLaughlin and Allen ISD Superin-
tendent Robin Bullock said that while the 
district cannot address every possible sce-
nario where a student will commit wrong-
doing, the current code of conduct address-
es general misconduct, including a student 
entering the wrong restroom. Additionally, 
the code of conduct addresses assault of all 
forms, harassment and invasive videos and 
photos, according to Bullock and McLaugh-
lin.

Regarding restroom usage, Allen ISD 
Board President Amy Gnadt confirmed 
with administration that Allen High School 
already has several single-stall restrooms 
open to students that would accommodate 
transgender students. Additionally, the Tex-
as Education Agency and UIL require that 
males participating in a female-dominated 
sport – and vice-versa – must use a different 
locker room than their teammates, Gnadt 
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Allen ISD continues 
discussions around 

student safety

COURTESY OF ALLEN ISD

This year, the district has reported 111 
incidents in its restrooms.

n  See SAFETY, Page 2A


