
$1.00

THE MCKINNEY COURIER-GAZETTE 
IS PUBLISHED AND DELIVERED 

EVERY SUNDAY

Courier-Gazette
COURIER-GAZETTE.COM SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2023 VOLUME 126 NUMBER 12

CONNECT WITH US. Facebook@McKinneyCourierGazette    n    Twitter@CourierGazette

McKinney

MR. 400
On the heels of McKinney’s historic  
hoops run, Watson reaches  
coaching milestone

INSIDE  SPORTS
PROFILE: ADVENTURE AND 
PRESENCE
Meet Bethany Anderson of the Hope  
Adventure Project

INSIDE  NEWS

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY

972-424-9504
www.starlocalmedia.com/
subscribe

For less than 
87¢/week

Visit McKinney is now accepting tour-
ism grant applications from organizations 
planning events or initiatives that promote 
the City of McKinney as a tourism destina-
tion.

“As the city’s tourism entity, we strive to 
bring new dollars into the city’s economy 
through visitor-related travel,” said Aaron 
Werner, Visit McKinney Executive Direc-
tor. “These grant funds provide us the op-
portunity to assist groups with marketing 
and promotion of projects geared toward 
visitors but enjoyed by residents, too.”

Visit McKinney annually offers $30,000 
to qualifying applicants split via two cycles 
each fiscal year. The Visit McKinney board 
awards the grant funds based on state-es-
tablished guidelines governing the use of 
hotel tax. These guidelines, application, 
and schedule of the grant process can all be 
found online at VisitMcKinney.com/grants.

Anyone who wishes to discuss the via-
bility of a project/event may complete the 
inquiry letter also found on this webpage 
and submit it to Werner by email to execu-
tivedirector@visitmckinney.com.

“In Cycle 1 of this fiscal year, our board 
awarded grant funds to the McKinney Phil-
harmonic and Greater North Texas Youth 
Orchestra as well as MillHouse McKinney. 
In our previous fiscal year, Visit McKinney 
also supported events or projects by Chest-
nut Square Heritage Village, McKinney 
Restaurant Council, Ovation Performing 
Arts Academy, Jump Into Art Studios, SBG 
Hospitality, and Marching Music Made in 
McKinney,” Werner said. “We’re excited to 
see what types of projects and events appli-
cants bring to us in February.”

The deadline for Cycle 2 grant applica-
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The new year and the new session 
of the Texas Legislature have official-
ly begun, and a coalition of mayors 
in the state have outlined a series of 
priorities for lawmakers.

McKinney Mayor George Fuller 
and Plano Mayor John Muns were 
two in a group of mayors who gath-
ered Friday morning to discuss the 
legislative priorities of the Texas’ Big 
City Mayors, a bipartisan coalition of 
mayors from Texas’ most populous 
cities.

The legislative priorities, shared 
Friday, cover a variety of topics in-
cluding property tax relief, economic 
development, workforce and educa-

tion, public health and violence pre-
vention as well as broadband infra-
structure. Priorities also cover local 
governance — the first item listed 
on the coalition’s legislative agenda 
is to “Support legislation that would 
protect community-based decision 
making to ensure communities and 
residents receive the highest quality 
and efficient services from local gov-
ernments.”

“Cities are the economic engine of 
the state, and we bring an important 
perspective,” San Antonio Mayor Ron 
Nirenberg said at the beginning of 
Friday’s announcement. “Property 
tax relief, economic development, 
public health and violence preven-
tion, workforce and education and 
broadband infrastructure are several 

of the key priority 
areas in which 
we believe bipar-
tisan efforts can 
be fruitful, and 
the BCM may-
ors here, the Big 
City Mayors of 
Texas, represent 
the wide political 
spectrum, and we 
represent a third 
of our state.”

The Friday media event featured 
remarks from 10 mayors, including 
mayors Ginger Nelson of Amarillo, 
Jim Ross of Arlington, Trey Mendez 
of Brownsville, Mattie Parker of Fort 
Worth, Ron Jensen of Grand Prairie 
and Sylvester Turner of Houston.

“This complete 
agenda that we’re 
proposing is im-
portant to all of 
us, and like some 
of the mayors 
have said already, 
these are areas 
that are vitally 
important to all 
of the cities that 
are here today,” 

Muns said.
Muns highlighted the workforce 

and education topic on the agenda, 
stating that it was an important topic 
for the city of Plano.

“We talk about education a lot, and 
it is important that the state fully, ad-
equately fund education from early 

childhood development all the way to 
higher education,” Muns said. “These 
are areas that we’re going to need an 
educated workforce if we continue to 
prosper in the state of Texas like we 
have been.”

Fuller referenced the “Texas Mira-
cle,” citing the state’s economic resil-
ience and size. He added that the feat 
was not by chance, citing the state’s 
intellectual capital and leadership at 
every level.

“However, the last legislative ses-
sions, we’ve seen a degradation in 
partnership and working relation-
ship between the state and cities,” 
Fuller said. “We’ve seen nothing 
short of an assault on local control. 
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Universal Parks and Resorts 
is planning to bring a park to 
Frisco. 

Frisco officials and repre-
sentatives gathered Wednesday 
morning at the city’s municipal 
center for an announcement 

confirming that a “one-of-a-kind” 
theme park is planned to come to 
the Fields development in Frisco.

The park is slated to be de-
signed for families and to feature 
“immersive lands.” 

“The proposed park will be 
designed to be more intimate and 
engaging for younger audiences 
and will be sized for a regional 

audience,” a Wednesday press 
release stated.

There are also plans for an ad-
jacent 300-room hotel and room 
for expansion. 

“The entire area is intended to 
have a completely different look, 
feel and scale than Universal’s 
existing parks and will appeal to 
a new audience for the brand,” 

the press release stated. 
Wednesday’s announcement 

included the presentation of an 
artist’s rendering for what the 
park could look like. 

“We have a portfolio of terrific 
attractions that appeal to young 
families around the world, and 
we had an idea to bring all of 
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COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL PARKS AND RESORTS

An artist’s rendering of the planned park. 
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