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After two years of reworking a plan 
to revitalize the Legends at Chase 
Oaks apartment complex, proposed 
additions of dwelling units and ame-
nities expansions were denied by the 
Plano City Council.

At a Monday City Council meet-
ing, Starpoint partner Michael Far-
ahnik resubmitted a plan to revitalize 
Legends at Chase Oaks, which would 
include a larger clubhouse, a dog 
park, new buildings, some reaching 
three stories, and a parking space for 
each bedroom in the complex.

While staff recommended deni-
al due to the proposed changes not 
meeting the city’s comprehensive 
plan, the City of Plano Planning and 
Zoning commission had approved the 
item in a 5-2 vote in a Nov. 21 meeting.

By adding the new buildings, Far-
ahnik said the complex would help al-
leviate the high demand for housing 
while keeping a lower density than 
nearby apartment complexes. Far-
ahnik told council that the proposed 
changes were met with support by 
the Chase Oaks HOA president in a 
letter.

Council members expressed oppo-
sition due to the raised density, loss 
of green space and not hearing from 
Chase Oaks residents specifically.

Following the presentation, Plano 
Mayor John Muns highlighted the 
importance of revitalizing all of Pla-
no, especially 30-year-old multifamily 
units. While the community is raising 
its density from 10 units per acre to 
13 units per acre, Muns said it is still 
lower than other nearby apartment 
communities, and allowing revitaliza-
tion to take place will encourage res-

idents to put capital into improving 
their properties.

Councilmembers Kayci Prince 
and Anthony Ricciardelli expressed 
opposition to the item, saying he did 
not want to set an example to other 
apartment communities that revital-
ization will include increased density, 
because the city is not prepared to 
handle that influx.

Councilmember Rick Grady ex-
pressed opposition due to a loss of 
green space and feeling like the add-
ed buildings were wedged into the 
property.

Councilmember Maria Tu said 
that she would have liked to hear 
from more Chase Oaks residents to 
understand their thoughts on the re-
vitalization plan.

Councilmember Shelby Williams 
said that Plano tends to be full of 
either apartments or large homes, 
and there is not enough of a middle 
ground for young adults who want 
to begin homeownership and older 
couples looking to downsize. He ex-
pressed opposition saying he wanted 
to see efforts toward a more diversi-
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Over the last five years, Courtney’s 
Safe Place, located at 3325 Silverstone 
Dr., has continued its service for survi-
vors of sexual assault.

With services including forensic ex-
ams, advocacy and counseling, Court-
ney’s Safe Place helps people who have 
experienced sexual assault within the 
last 120 hours. Now, they are looking to 
expand. It has grown from seeing under 
30 cases in its first year to seeing more 
than 300 today.

Wendy Hanna, executive director 
of The Turning Point — the umbrella 
organization above Courtney’s Safe 
Place — highlighted areas of growth in-
cluding adding more counseling space 
to meet all clients and bring interns in 
for case management, growing the or-
ganization’s outreach and prevention 
component while finding more trained 
nurses and more.

According to Hanna, the organiza-
tion sees around a 14% increase of peo-
ple seeking assistance each year.

“I don’t know that it’s a violence in-
crease so much that it’s people coming 
forward,” she said.

Courtney’s Safe Place is a forensic 
clinic that is located within the Turning 
Point Rape Crisis Center in Collin Coun-
ty.

“A forensic clinic means that victims 
of sexual assault can come here and get 
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The Plano City Council is 
continuing to workshop its 
public comments policy to 
mitigate disruptions during 
meetings.

According to council, a 
group of individuals have uti-
lized the public comments 
section of the meeting as an 
entertainment platform in-
stead of speaking about items 
pertaining to the community 
within the council’s control. 
Plano City Councilmember 
Shelby Williams said that the 
use of the council meeting’s 
public comment section as an 
entertainment platform is a 
waste of residents’ time and 
taxpayer dollars.

At a Dec. 6 city council 
meeting, council members 
discussed the possibility of 
restricting public comments 
to before the preliminary 
meeting, where commentators 
must be physically present 
and speak to city matters. The 
idea of not broadcasting public 
comments was also proposed.

At the Dec. 12 meeting, 
council members agreed that 

holding public comments be-
fore the preliminary meeting 
would be too early for resi-
dents. Williams said he wanted 
a process to ensure comments 
pertained to the city but didn’t 
want to keep engaged stake-
holders from speaking at a 
meeting. Councilmembers 
also agreed that broadcasting 
public comments kept a safe 
record of the council’s reac-
tions to comments.   

Councilmember Kayci 
Prince said she would be in 
favor of stopping any speaker 
whose comments became in-
appropriate or irrelevant to the 
city. Councilmember Maria Tu 
said that in previous meetings, 
people from outside of Plano 
have used Zoom to take up 
time during council meetings. 
She spoke in favor of reserving 
Zoom for community mem-
bers only.

Plano City Manager Mark 
Israelson said that all coun-
cilmembers have a respon-
sibility to create a respectful 
environment in the council 
chambers and can signal to 
Mayor John Munns if they be-
lieve a comment is inappropri-
ate.
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