
$1.00

THE PLANO STAR COURIER 
IS PUBLISHED 

EVERY SUNDAY

Plano Star Courier
PLANOSTAR.COM SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2022 VOLUME 135, NUMBER 11

CONNECT WITH US. Facebook@PlanoStarCourier    n    Twitter@PlanoNewspaper

FINISH STRONG
Heikkinen closes out final XC season with Plano 
West at state meet

INSIDE  SPORTS
PROFILE: VIOLIST, TEACHER, 
LIFE GUARD
Clair Heredia is a lifeguard for Plano 
Parks and Recreation.

INSIDE  NEWS

FOOTBALLSOURCE
HIGH SCHOOL

Get game recaps, scores, 
photos & more from your 
hometown sports team 
at Star Local Media!
StarLocalMedia.com/HSFootball

WINSTON HENVEY

Whenevy@starlocalmedia.com

The city of Plano, along with 

community members, is celebrat-

ing its veterans in November.

At an Oct. 24 Plano City Council 

meeting, Council Member and U.S. 

Army veteran Rick Grady read a 

proclamation on Mayor John Muns’ 

behalf declaring Nov. 11 to be Vet-

erans Day.
In addition to recognizing Veter-

ans Day, the city, along with the Pla-

no East Rotary Club, will plant 1,111 

American flags at Red Tail Pavilion 

at Oak Point in Plano to honor vet-

erans and first responders.

Community members are invit-

ed to come out to Red Tail Pavilion 

to see the park transform and re-

flect on the sacrifices made by he-

roes across the nation.

“The Plano Flags of Honor man-

ifests itself as something we can 

see and touch when we remember 

those who have served our nation 

and our communities,” said Rotar-

ian Ean Sullivan, Marine Corps. 

Captain.
This will be the sixth year that 

the city has planted 1,111 flags to 

honor veterans.

The first celebration using the 

term Veterans Day occurred in Bir-

mingham, Alabama, in 1947. Ray-

mond Weeks, a World War II vet-

eran, organized “National Veterans 

Day,” which included a parade and 

other festivities, to honor all veter-

ans. The event was held on Novem-

ber 11, then designated Armistice 

Day. Since then, Veterans Day has 

become a federal and state holiday 

to honor those who made the ulti-

mate sacrifice.
The city and rotary chose to 

plant 1,111 flags to commemorate 

the end of World War One at 11 a.m. 

Nov. 11, 1918.

Community 

members to 

honor veterans
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LEAD LION
Martin, Prestonwood embracing  

change, racking up wins.

INSIDE  SPORTS

PROFILE: SUPPORTING LOCAL 

STUDENTS
How this local business owner helps students 

navigate college admissions.

INSIDE  NEWS
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HIGH SCHOOL

Get game recaps, scores, 

photos & more from your 

hometown sports team 

at Star Local Media!
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On Saturday, Plano’s Red Tail Pa-

vilion drew more than 7,000 people 

as the Filipino community and allies 

gathered to celebrate Filipino heri-

tage and culture and create a Filipino 

community center.

Mark Sampelo and Abby Casallo 

co-founded the Lone Star Palengke, 

which hosted 120 vendors, artists, 

performers and more.

“One of the inspirations for 

this event came when a few of the 

co-founders were invited to the Fili-

pino Independence Day event,” Sam-

pelo said. “It was a great event, and 

7,000 people, 120 vendors

$20K 
raised
Mark Sampelo and Abby Casallo 

strengthen DFW’s Filipino community

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF PLANO

In addition to recognizing Veterans Day, the city, along with the Plano 

East Rotary Club, will plant 1,111 American flags at Red Tail Pavilion at 

Oak Point in Plano to honor veterans and first responders.

n  See FILIPINO, Page 4A

HAUNTED 

HISTORIC 

DOWNTOWN
ALL PHOTOS BY WINSTON HENVEY

As the cool, dark autumn night settled 

over the heart of Plano on Oct. 22, 

ghouls, spirits and other frightful 

festival-goers came out of the shadows 

to play.  

The city of Plano hosted its inaugural 

Halloween event, complete with music, 

performances, artisans and fun for all 

ages.
Downtown shops stayed open to patrons 

as local vendors sold a variety of goods.

See page 6 for more photos

A host of performers showcased traditional Filipino 

dances at the Lone Star Palengke on Oct. 23.
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Shoppers lined up in front of Plano’s H-E-B Wednesday morn-
ing to celebrate the store’s opening. 

Coffee and beignets were given to waiting customers begin-
ning at 4:30 a.m.

The Plano West Senior High band and cheerleaders hyped up 
incoming customers in celebration of the store’s opening. 

When the doors opened at 6 a.m., cheer leaders lined the door-
way cheering on H-E-B’s first Plano customers while the band 
played “Sweet Caroline”.

BUSINESS

H-E-B opens

WINSTON HENVEY
Whenevy@starlocalmedia.com

Plano is currently revitalizing its 
roads.

Major arterials including west Plano 
Parkway, Coit Road and Legacy Drive 
are currently wrapping up overlay con-
struction and are expected to open in 
about a month.

“An interesting thing about the over-
lay installation is the pavement has to 
be a certain temperature to be at least 
60 degrees or higher,” Public Works Di-
rector Dan Prendergast said. “It could 
take a wide range of temperatures to 
install. We only do overlay installations 
through the summer and early fall then 
stop once winter starts through early 
spring.”

In addition to its overlays, Plano is 
also working on concrete improve-
ments for roads including east Plano 
Parkway and Parker Road from the 
west city limits to Preston and from the 
east city limits to Custer Road. These 
projects are slated to last around 18 
months.

“We do pavement scores every year 
to see where our roads are starting to 
deteriorate, and we use those scores 
to prioritize our projects,” Prendergast 
said. “All these projects made sense 
from a condition standpoint. They all 
ranked from B to C grade, which means 
we do pavement repair, then we do the 
overlay to protect the pavement.”

In addition to road construction, 
commuters may notice other projects 
throughout the city.

CONSTRUCTION

Plano 
updates 

road 
work 

projects
Town hall slated 

for Nov. 10

n  See ROADS, Page 7
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Plano is on track to becoming more con-
nected to the Dallas-Fort Worth International 
Airport.

Along with DART’s incoming 26-mile Silver 
Line, Plano is slated to see two new, unique 
stations by 2024 that will more easily connect 
residents to the heart of the metroplex.

“The stations are currently under construc-
tion right now,” DART External Relations Di-
rector Gordon Shattles said. “Anyone who’s on 
Avenue K right now can probably see the area 
has very large concrete structures. That will be 
part of the rail that will be serving the area. The 
city of Plano has been really looking forward to 
this with a lot of transit-oriented development 
around the 12 Street Station.”

The Shiloh Station and 12 Street Station will 
each feature a theme that’s unique to the neigh-
borhoods they service. Because of its proximity 

TRANSPORTATION

Silver Line construction begins

n  See DART, Page 7

WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE

IN PLANO ON NOV. 8

H H H H H

H H H H H
ELECTI       N DAY

WHERE TO VOTE ON 
ELECTION DAYH

WHAT AM I  
VOTING FOR?H

WHERE 
CAN I FIND 
RESULTS? H

East Plano Islamic 
Center 

4700 14th St. Islamic 

Association of Collin 
County 

6401 Independence Pkwy., 
and 

Shiloh Missionary Baptist 
Church at 920 14th St.

Denton County voters 
must vote in their 

County Precinct on 
Election Day.

Denton County residents 
will be able to vote at 

Prestonwood Baptist 
Church

6801 W Park Blvd.

For the Nov. 8 election, 
citizens will be casting 
votes for Texas Governor, 
Attorney General, state rep-
resentative positions and 
more.

Collin County voters can 
access a full sample ballot 
for your address at tinyurl.

com/bdd7p6av
Denton County voters 

can access a sample ballot 
at tinyurl.com/59w93d24

Plano residents will also 
have an opportunity to vote 
on the Plano ISD voter ap-
proved tax rate and special 
bond election for proposi-
tions A-E which focus on a 
wide variety of district im-
provements.

More information can 
be found at pisd.edu/elec-
tion2022

Collin County posts elec-
tion results at collincoun-
tytx.gov/elections/elec-
tion_results/Pages/default.
aspx

Denton County will post 
election results at tinyurl.
com/bdhnskrw

The Texas Secretary of 
State hosts election results 
at sos.state.tx.us/elections/
historical/index.shtml

STAFF REPORT
The final hours of early voting are fast 

approaching and the Nov. 8 election day is 
just around the corner.

Here are a few things to know before 
and after heading to the polls:

Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
election day, Nov. 8.

A full list of Collin County polling lo-

cations and wait times can be found at 
tinyurl.com/4h5x42ns

The Collin County polling locations in 
Plano include:

Plano ISD campuses, 
city of Plano libraries and 

recreation centers:

Collin College Plano Campus 
2800 E. Spring Creek Pkwy

COURTESY OF DART

12 Street Station’s theme will revolve around water.  

The Pla-
no West 
Senior 
High 
band and 
cheer-
leaders 
hyped up 
incoming 
custom-
ers in 
cele-
bration 
of the 
store’s 
opening.
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