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BABY FORMULA THEFT ARREST
After initially asking for community help in mid-July, 
the McKinney Police Department on Wednesday 
announced an arrest in connection with a baby 
formula theft.

3  NEWS
TUNE-UP TIME
Football teams get a chance to further evaluate their players in the closest thing 
resembling a game-time setting later this week, and programs from Celina, McKinney 
ISD and Prosper ISD will participate in scrimmages on Thursday and Friday.
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FOOTBALLPREVIEW
HIGH SCHOOL

Coming Soon!
Be a part of this section! Email 
rblaukat@starlocalmedia.com

McKinney

High-fives and friendly waves were exchanged 
this week as McKinney ISD students and staff re-
turned to school for the 2022-23 year. 

The district kicked off the school year on Wednes-
day. . Elementary school hours are 8 a.m. to 3:07 
p.m., middle school hours are 8:45 a.m. to 3:52 p.m., 
and high school hours are 7:30 a.m. to 2:37 p.m. 

In a video to parents and students, MISD Super-
intendent Dr. Rick McDaniel said the school year’s 
theme was “Legacy Matters.” 

“Our mission is to make this the best school year 
our students have ever experienced,” he said.
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Arts nonprofit MillHouse provides “creative co-working space” for female artists.  
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The building at 610 Elm Street has an unknown 
number of stories to tell.

There’s the story of the mill that opened in 1910 
and operated with three floors until a 1948 tornado 
destroyed the top level.

There’s the story of how the space eventually 
hosted the world’s largest denim mill by 1960, or 
of how those who worked at the mill had their own 
community, boasting their own clubs and even a 
community band.

And then there’s the story of Terry Casey, who 
bought the historic building in 1996 and developed a 
passion for it, and how his two sons — who grew up 
working at the site, mowing the lawns, cutting wood 
and doing odd jobs — have now come back to help 
bring the historic building into its future.

When you drive by the historic building off of 
State Highway 5 in McKinney, the first thing you 
notice are the windows lined up in stately uniformity 
but not lacking character. Then you take in the rus-
tic brick and the nearby sign. You might take note of 
the adjacent barn.

“Something really historic must have happened 
there,” you think to yourself.

These days, you might also notice the hint of a 
colorful mural featuring a dazzling Texas woman 
sporting sunglasses, bright lipstick and a splash of 
confident audacity as part of a recent effort to add a 
pop of color to the back part of the McKinney Cot-
ton Mill.

Overall, the building appears quiet from the out-
side. But what exists inside is a burgeoning haven 
for artists and businesses who love the charm and 

ARTS

One family’s vision 
for the McKinney 

Cotton Mill

An inside look at the 
simulated incident 
training conducted 

for McKinney 
firefighters this week
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When the lights went off, the only 
hints at visibility came from glowing red 
exit signs.

Otherwise, darkness had consumed 
the entire space emulating a mock town. 
Moments later, screams and shouts 
started up from various corners of the 
rooms located both upstairs and down-
stairs.

Soon after, two McKinney EMS re-

sponders came in with flashlights. They 
were rushed by a flurry of patients ap-
pearing out of corners, all telling them 
that something had happened and that 
people needed help.

They got to work.
This was the final run of a training 

simulation conducted through a part-
nership between the McKinney Fire 
Department, Medical City McKinney 
and Collin College. For three straight 
days, the Public Safety Training Center 
in McKinney hosted mass casualty inci-
dent trainings for firefighters, healthcare 
workers and more.

Firefighters undergo continued edu-
cation modules every other month with 
varying topics. Dr. Alex Jabourian, a 
medical director with the McKinney Fire 
Department, said rather than hosting 
this iteration in a classroom with a Pow-
erPoint, things got closer to reality.

CITY

‘The more realistic 
it is, the better the 
education level is’
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Medics provide mock medical assistance during a simulated training exercise on 
Thursday.  

n  See TRAINING, Page 2

n  See COTTON MILL, Page 2

Jesse McGowen, the namesake of 
McGowen Elementary, greets stu-
dents on the first day of school.
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EDUCATION

Back in 
session

A student 
is greet-
ed on the 
first day 
of school 
at McK-
inney ISD 

MISD 
Superinten-
dent Dr. Rick 
McDaniel 
shares high-
fives with 
students 
at Dowell 
Middle 
School on 
the first day 
of School.


