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The Collin County Commissioners Court 

passed a resolution opposing a proposed 
transfer of property from McKinney ISD to 
Lovejoy ISD.  

The vote came weeks after the Lovejoy 

ISD Board of Trustees approved a similar 
resolution. State law requires that such cases 
of action on proposed detachment or annex-
ation must be reported to the commissioners 
court of the subject territory’s county.  

The transfer of property was requested by 
citizens of Lucas’s Stonegate neighborhood, 
who petitioned for Lovejoy ISD’s annexation 

of it in April. Stonegate Homeowners Asso-
ciation President Stan Hermann gave a pre-
sentation and delivered public comment re-
garding the petition in Lovejoy ISD’s April 25 
meeting.  

Hermann told trustees that issues for res-
idents include the amount of time it takes 
parents to transport their kids to school and 

back, as well as “social, physical [and] emo-
tional impacts” from the students being more 
isolated from their nearby friends.  

In the April meeting, Hermann said there 
are 27 students in the Stonegate neighbor-
hood.  

Hermann could not be immediately 
reached for comment.
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The $40.4 million construction of 

a major recreational facility in Allen 
is continuing as originally scheduled 
and slated for completion next sum-
mer.  

The Stephen G. Terrell Recre-
ation Center, a two-story, 150,000 
square foot building located in the 
1600 block of West Exchange Park-

way, will have pickleball courts, 
basketball courts, an indoor play-
ground, a workout room designed 
to accommodate fitness classes, 
private rooms designed to accom-
modate parties and a scenic back pa-
tio that will be easily viewable from 
much of the building.  

Most of these amenities will only 
be accessible to those with a mem-
bership.  

Parks and Recreation Director 

Kate Meacham said that the fa-
cility’s exterior is expected to be 
complete by fall 2022. Construction 
workers are currently working to in-
stall load-bearing walls and enclose 
the building’s interior.  

Below is a dispatch of how the 
project is shaping up so far. Digital 
renderings of the finished project 
can be found online at t.ly/-SUD.

n  See page 5 for more photos
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A 
sneak 
peek

Construction workers work near site of future patio.
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The Southwest exterior of The Stephen G. Terrell Recreation center on Monday.
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A federal judge ordered a jury trial for the El Paso shooting 

suspect, who resided in Allen at the time of the 2019 slaying, to 
take place on Jan. 8, 2024.  

On Friday, United States District Judge David Guaderrama 
issued the order as prosecutors requested that trial begin in 
June 2023, and the defense counsel for suspect Patrick Crusius 
requested that it be moved to March 2025.  

“The complexity of this case and seriousness of the allega-
tions leave no doubt that Crusius’s defense team bears a heavy 
burden,” Guaderrama said in the court’s written opinion. “The 
range and depth of sources needed for a proper defense is im-
mense.” 

The court said that the severity of the alleged crimes and 
the prosecution’s consideration in pursuing it as a capital case 
leaves Crusius’s counsel in need of ample time to prepare their 
defense and investigate evidence that may 
be exculpatory for their client.  

Conversely, the court said, “The victims’ 
and the public’s interests weigh on the other 
side of the scale,” adding that criminal cases 
must be resolved as quickly and efficiently 
as possible.  

The amount of time that will lapse be-
tween the date of trial and the date Crusius 
was indicted (July 9, 2020) will be 1,432 days. 
This comes as the court works to assemble 
a pool of more than 1,000 prospective jurors 
(a typical jury pool for district courts is 50-60 
people) due to the case’s impact on the surrounding communi-
ty and its press coverage.  

A representative for Assistant United States Attorney Greg 
McDonald hung up when reached via phone for comment. 
Cruisius’s attorney, Joe Spencer, Jr., could not be immediately 
reached.  

On Aug. 3, 2019, Crusius allegedly shot and killed 23 people 
at a Wal-Mart store in El Paso. Authorities believe he posted a 
manifesto on 8chan, an online message board commonly as-
sociated with white supremacist movements, approximately 20 
minutes before the shooting. In the manifesto, the author said, 
“This attack is a response to the Hispanic invasion of Texas. 
They are the instigators, not me. I am simply defending my 
country from cultural and ethnic replacement brought on by 
an invasion.” 

The New York Times described the shooting as “the deadli-
est attack to target Latinos in modern American history.” 

Crusius, an Allen resident and 2017 graduate from Plano Se-
nior High School, was arrested by El Paso police and charged 
with capital murder in the wake of the incident.
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