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MAKING THE TURN
Area football teams turn attention to 
stretch run

INSIDE  SPORTS
PROFILE: ‘THE STATE OF FRISCO’S 
ECONOMY’
Get to know Frisco’s Vice President of Frisco’s 
Economic Development Corporation

INSIDE  NEWS

GUEST 
SPEAKER
Chad 
Hennings
Three-time 
Superbowl Champion!

EMBASSY 
SUITES HOTEL

Wednesday, 
October 12th

7:15am - 9:00am
Purchase Tickets at www.FriscoPrayerBreakfast.com

★ FRISCO MAYOR’S ★PRAYER
BREAKFAST

You’re Invited to the First Annual

AUDREY HENVEY
ahenvey@starlocalmedia.com

The opening of Frisco’s Grand 
Park got one step closer to reality 
this week. 

The city’s Parks and Recreation 
department on Wednesday an-
nounced a Nov. 19 event that will al-
low Frisco residents to explore Big 
Bluestem Trail at the park. 

Shannon Coates, Parks and Rec-
reation director with the city, made 

the announcement in a video. 
“I am standing in a very special 

location where my team has been 
working tirelessly for months to 
prepare something very special for 
you, the citizens of Frisco,” Coates 
said. “Please save the date, Nov. 19, 
again, Nov. 19. This is a very special 

day where we will invite all of you to 
come out and explore Big Bluestem 
Trail at Grand Park.” 

“Yes, I did say Grand Park,” she 
added. 

More updates are expected to 
come through the department’s 
Facebook page.

Back in May, the city announced 
that, barring any emergencies, 
Frisco’s Grand Park would be able 
to open in the fall season. It was a 
statement roughly 15 years in the 
making.

In 2006, Frisco voters approved 
$22.5 million for the acquisition and 
initial development of Grand Park, 
according to a previous article in 
the Frisco Enterprise. Over time, 
the story of Grand Park evolved 
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A new page on Frisco ISD’s website 
is aiming to address hot-button issues 
in a central location.  

Recently the district announced the 
creation of a “trending topics” page 
that FISD said will include “up-to-date 
details about policies and procedures 
in Frisco ISD.” A look at the page to-
day shows links addressing such top-
ics as Critical Race Theory, LGBTQIA+ 
restroom practices, library books, 
social-emotional learning, secondary 
grading practices and more.  

A click on any one of the pages re-
veals more information from the dis-
trict about each topic. That includes 
background explanations, links to state 
and federal policy, updates on district 
practices and sections addressing mis-
conceptions.   

Meghan Cone, assistant commu-
nications director with FISD, said the 
idea to create a central online location 
to address hot-button issues had been 
discussed for a few months. She said 
topics were chosen based on questions, 
comments and concerns expressed at 
school board meetings, over email, on 
social media and in conversations. 

PLAY FRISCO

A ‘grand’ announcement

EDUCATION

FISD 
creates 

‘trending 
topics’ 

page
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The influence of the Frisco Gar-
den Club is sprinkled around town in 
a variety of ways. 

There are the club’s gardening 
projects (which span from Bicenten-
nial Park to heritage homes and be-

yond), there’s outreach projects (in-
cluding work with the Frisco campus 
of the Boys and Girls Club of Collin 
County), there’s the scholarship proj-
ects and there are the multiple street 
names in the neighborhood off of 
McKinney Road that were named by 

n  See FISD, Page 6n  See GRAND PARK, Page 6
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Left to right: Marlene Byndon, Faye Lipham and Amy Deatherage
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A group of north Texas students 
will represent the United States on a 
global stage during a robotics compe-
tition this month. 

In 2009, a group of six students 
formed the Technicbots team, par-
ticipating in programs run by inter-
national youth organization FIRST 
(For Inspiration and Recognition of 
Science and Technology).  

“We all knew each other when we 
were little kids, and that’s how ba-
sically our generation on this team 
started,” said Max Fan, a builder on 
the team and a senior at Lebanon 
Trail High School in Frisco.  

Today, the team has grown to com-
prise 15 members and has since de-
veloped a mentorship system, broken 
a world record and competed global-
ly. 

Representing the nation

COURTESY OF DONGLAN XIA / THE TECHNICBOTS 

A group of north Texas students will represent the United States on a global stage during a robotics compe-
tition this month.

n  See ROBOTICS, Page 6

Parks and Rec announces event at 
Grand Park for Nov. 19

90
Cheers to

yrsyrs

!!
THE FRISCO GARDEN CLUB

nn  See   See GARDENGARDEN, Page , Page 22
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HEATING UP
District volleyball, football races 
begin to take shape

INSIDE  SPORTS
PROFILE:  SHELBY FAWVER
For Frisco resident Shelby Fawver, it’s all 
about creating memorable moments

INSIDE  NEWS

FOOTBALLSOURCE
HIGH SCHOOL

Get game recaps, scores, 
photos & more from your 
hometown sports team 
at Star Local Media!
StarLocalMedia.com/HSFootball

TECH

The state of 
innovation in 
Frisco has a 
broad future 

ahead of it
AUDREY HENVEY

ahenvey@starlocalmedia.com

As Frisco continues to define itself as an 
“innovation lab,” the city is moving towards 
a partnership that will allow it to explore in-
novations as a smart city. 

During a panel discussion on Sept. 23, Dr. 
Jason Cooley, chief innovation officer with 
the city of Frisco, announced a partnership 
that the city is moving into with Strategic 
Government Resources and Alliance for In-
novation. 

“They’re building what they call their 
own innovation lab, but an innovation lab 
for cities,” he said. “And they would like 
to compile innovation, innovation groups 
and products and services that they would 
like cities to test. And so they started to go 
through the process of finding those smart 
cities, those innovative cities to partner with, 
and the city of Frisco will be the first city in 
Texas that they will partner with.” 

He said the partnership will bring in in-
novations on a regular basis that the city will 
be able to pilot and test for free in order to 
give feedback. 

“It’s something that we’re very excited 
about in regards to building this innovation 
ecosystem,” Cooley said.   

The announcement came during an In-
novation Luncheon hosted by the Frisco 
Chamber of Commerce on Sept. 23, which 
provided a snapshot look at the state of inno-
vation in Frisco through a panel discussion 
with Cooley; Gloria Salinas, vice president 
with the Frisco Economic Development 
Corporation (EDC); Jasmin Brand, director 
of innovation with the Frisco EDC and Chris 
Ash, senior vice president of aviation busi-
ness development with Alliance Texas. 

The luncheon came on the heels of mul-
tiple big wins for Frisco in the realm of in-
novation this year, including being the host 
city for the kickoff event of Dallas Startup 
Week, the launch of Wing Drone Delivery 
Services, the announcement of a future in-
novation hub by Comerica Bank at The Star 
and — most recently — the ribbon-cutting 
of a new business and incubation center 
located at HALL Park in Frisco by Toshiba 
Global Commerce Solutions.

When it comes to explaining the state of 

n  See INNOVATION, Page 4

MARCHING 
MUSIC!

On Tuesday night, Sept. 27, under the 
dome of the Ford Center at The Star, the 
12 high school marching band programs 
of Frisco ISD put on a show for parents, 
students, teachers and the community.

The Frisco ISD Marching Band 
Showcase, presented by Whataburger, 

provided all 12 high school marching 
bands the perfect stage to present their 
2022 competition shows in a three-hour 
music and marching performance. See 
more than 175 photos online at starlo-
calmedia.com/multimedia.

PHOTOS BY RICK ROGERS / STAR LOCAL MEDIA

The Frisco Police Depart-
ment, Texas Rangers, and Col-
lin County District Attorney’s 
Office are investigating a fel-
ony incident where a suspect 

was seriously injured while 
fleeing from officers. The foot 
pursuit and response to resis-
tance involving Frisco Police 
Officers occurred on Wednes-

day, Sept. 14.
At 3:15 p.m. on the above 

date, the Frisco Police Depart-
ment was contacted related to 
a suspect attempting to use 

fraudulent identifying informa-
tion to purchase a vehicle at a 
local car dealership in the 9600 
block of State Highway 121. 
Officers attempted to detain 

the suspect, and he immedi-
ately ran from them. Officers 
pursued the suspect into the 
parking lot and gave verbal 
commands to stop and warned 

him he would be tased if he 
failed to comply. The suspect 
kept running and an officer 
deployed their taser, but it did 

POLICE

Frisco Police Department requests Texas 
Rangers’ assistance following suspect death

n  See RANGERS, Page 4


