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FAMILIAR STORY
Mustangs once again lead the way on 
9-6A all-district team

INSIDE  SPORTSINSIDE  NEWS

FOOTBALLSOURCE
HIGH SCHOOL

Get game recaps, scores, 
photos & more from your 
hometown sports team 
at Star Local Media!
StarLocalMedia.com/HSFootball

FINALIST

READERS’
  CHOICE2022

Best off Mesqquite
Multiple Mesquite Locations. Find one near you at
www.DallasMedPhysicians.com

Hablamos 
Español

We treat 
everything 

from colds and 
stomach aches to 

heart disease, 
lung problems, 

and varicose 
veins.

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS

INSIDE  NEWS
PROFILE: ‘THE IMPORTANCE OF 
MEETING BASIC NEEDS THROUGH 
VOLUNTEERISM’
Get to know Suzanne Drotman

A sense of 
honor and 

responsibility
Miss Texas breaks barriers, 

becoming the first Asian-
American woman to represent 

the Lone Star State in the  
Miss America competition

ARIANNA MORRISON
amorrison@starlocalmedia.com

The Miss America 2023 
competition is less than a 
month away and Carrollton’s 
very own Miss Texas Av-
erie Bishop is prepared, 
representing her state 
as the first Asian-Amer-
ican woman crowned 
as Miss Texas.

Bishop hasn’t been 
involved with pageantry 
for long, with her first 
year competing being 
less than five years ago. 
Her first competition 
was in 2019 in a small 
town called Lufkin, 
then she moved on 
to become Miss 
Dallas in 2020, 
Miss Carrollton in 
2021, and now, Miss 
Texas in 2022.

“I feel a sense of honor 

ALLEN

50
HOLLY JOLLY RUN

Come out for the Holly 
Jolly fun run, 5k and celebra-
tion from 3:30-7:30 p.m. in 
downtown Allen on Satur-
day, Dec. 3.

The Holly Jolly Fun Run 
is a non-competitive run 
for participants of all ages. 
Strollers and dogs on leash-

es are welcome.
The Holly Jolly Fun Run will 

start in front of Rodenbaugh’s 
Appliance Store (102 West 
Main Street - Allen) and finish 
near the Allen Drive and St. 
Mary Drive roundabout near 
the Allen Public Library.

After the race, the Holly 
Jolly Celebration will run 
through 7:30 p.m. Don’t miss 

out on arts & crafts, food 
trucks, adult beverages, live 

performances and the annual 
Christmas Tree lighting.

SWIM WITH SANTA
Join Santa at the Don Rodenbaugh 

Natatorium for a swim and tell him 
what you want for Christmas at Swim 
with Santa from 5:45-7:45 p.m. Dec. 16. 

Santa is available for pictures with 
guests who bring their own cameras. 
Parents swim free with each paid child. 
Children ages 6 and under must be 
accompanied by an adult in the water.

HOLIDAY LIGHTS RIDE
Get in the holiday spirit with a 

Holiday Lights Ride from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Dec. 1 at Trek Bicycle Allen 190 East 
Stacy Road #1704. This holiday-themed 
group bike ride will be at a casual, no-
drop pace and enjoyable for all riders 
and skill levels. And, of course, no 
holiday ride would be complete without 
a festive beverage — so meet up back 
at the shop after the ride for a toast 
with new friends.

Don your helmets (they’re re-
quired) and lots of lights. 

A JAZZY HOLIDAY
Celebrate the holidays with Allen 

Community Jazz Band at the Allen Pub-
lic Library 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 18 as 
they play jazz and swing arrangements 

AROUND TOWN

WAYS TO CELEBRATE

TEA WITH THE 
SUGAR PLUM FAIRY
Guests are welcomed into the 
Snow Queen’s Kingdom at 3:30 
p.m. Dec. 4 located at the Allen Per-
forming Arts center, to be served tea, 
lemonade and treats, while characters 
from the Nutcracker visits each table. 
Mother Ginger tells the story of the 
“Nutcracker” with the help of the char-
acters, after which guests may sit with 
the Sugar Plum Fairy on her golden, 
jewel encrusted throne or visit with 
Clara and the Nutcracker Prince 
in the Snow Queen’s ice blue 
sleigh for autographs and 
photo opportunities.

n  See EVENTS, Page 4

Festivals, 
performances, 

lightings 
and more...
see what’s 

happening in 
your area to 

celebrate the 
holidays!

COMMUNITY

How you 
can help

Salvation Army of North 
Texas works to support the 

community this holiday season
AUDREY HENVEY

ahenvey@starlocalmedia.com

A North Texas organization is no stranger to feeding 
10,000 people per week through its 12 food pantries, treat-
ing 500 people through recovery programs and housing 
1,300 people with its shelters and living centers.

Now, it’s looking to support the community through the 
holiday season.

The Salvation Army of North Texas is kicking off mul-
tiple programs this holiday season to support the local 
community.

“The Salvation Army anticipates increased requests for 
assistance heading into the holidays and new year,” Ma-

n  See HELP, Page 2

WINSON HENVEY
Whenvey@starlocalmedia.com

Mesquite community 
members gathered for a 
night of music, dancing and 
awards, as Hispanic Forum of 
Mesquite held its annual gala 

on Nov. 18.
Members of the Tri-East 

NAACP and LULAC celebrat-
ed with HFM.

Greg Noschese was award-
ed an Abrazos Award for his 
support of HFM.

GALA

Community 
members 

celebrated

COURTESY OF MARC PHOTOGRAPHY

Miss Texas Averie Bishop.

n  See PAGEANT, Page 2

WINSTON HENVEY / STAR LOCAL MEDIA

Mesquite ISD graduates Melanie Verdi (Horn HS), Argentina 
Mora (Poteet HS), and Yaretzi Catalan (North Mesquite HS) 
were recognized at the gala for their academic accomplish-
ments and were presented congratulatory certificated by 
State Representative Victoria Neave Criado. 


