
LEARN THE MANY WAYS  
CAROLYN BENAVIDES IS SERVING THE 

CARROLLTON COMMUNITY
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Carolyn Benavides’s story started when her family set-
tled down in Carrollton when she was just six months old 
and has been there ever since.

As she grew up in Carrollton, Benavides continuously 
made an impact on the community in more ways than one, 
living and working in Carrollton as a businesswoman while 
also serving on the Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD Board 
of Trustees.

Benavides purchased Joe’s 
Pizza in 2006 and her son used 
to feed the homeless after 
hours as a way to help those in 
need in the community.

“At Thanksgiving, he said 
‘Mom, can we pitch in some 
money and cook these guys 
turkeys?’ and I said ‘Yes,’” Be-
navides said. “I started mak-
ing all my mom’s recipes and 
the first year at Thanksgiving, 
we cooked for 250 and fed 
over 500 and the second year 
we cooked for 500 and fed 
over 1,100.”

Ever since, the Benavides family has utilized the restau-
rant as a beacon of light to the community in need, she said. 

“Supporting the downtown community is important to 
keep it alive because everyone in the country goes every-
where in the country for this experience,” she said. “You 
know, you come back, sail through times, stroll the streets, 
we have candy, we have ice cream, we have boutiques, we 
have excellent food throughout and everyone down here 
has a heart of gold and is here to serve you. Just the vi-
brance of downtown Carrollton is very important to my 
mayor, and to our citizens of our community.”

Just last year, the Benavides family purchased Amici Ital-
ian Restaurant in Downtown Carrollton. Bartolino Cocuzza 
was the executive chef at the restaurant for 30 years and 
retired early, which provided Benavides with an opportu-
nity to purchase the restaurant. The family closed the Joe’s 
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Christopher Hughes Jr. is in his first season with Newman Smith, but 

the Duncanville transfer is already making a big impact for the Trojans.
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Sanjana Gagrani is a senior at the 

University of Texas at Dallas and the 

creator behind the Carrollton critters in 

Downtown Carrollton.

The artist set out to complete the project 

almost two years ago and the installation 

was put into place in April of this year. 

Since then, the critters have been used for 

scavenger hunts, to celebrate holidays, and 

more.
Gagrani is a big advocate for walkable so-

cieties, which initially made her interested 

in this project.

“For them to be implementing some-

thing that facilitates people walking around 

the city and then I get to contribute to that 

effort by doing something like this, I was 

like ‘Yeah! Absolutely,’” she said.

When she first became interested in the 

project, she was a sophomore in college and 

had just switched her major from biomedi-

cal engineering to marketing. Gagrani has 

been pursuing art, illustration, and graphic 

COURTESY OF SANJANA GAGRANI

Sanjana Gagrani, the designer of the Car-

rollton critters. 

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF CARROLLTON

One of the critters in Downtown Carrollton 

dressed with a witch hat and broom in 

honor of Halloween. 

One of the critters in 

Downtown Carrollton 

dressed with bat 

wings in honor of 

Halloween.

COURTESY OF THE 

CITY OF CARROLLTON

ARTIST

Meet the creator behind

the Carrollton critters
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Family, friends, colleagues, and hun-

dreds of people from the Carrollton com-

munity attended Officer Steve Nothem’s 

candlelight vigil Sunday night. Several 

coworkers spoke and shared stories to 

honor Nothem’s memory. Some stories 

were humorous and some tear-worthy, but 

all spoke about what a great man Nothem 

was to work with as a friend and colleague. 

Nothem died in the line of duty after 

being hit by a driver during a DWI inves-

tigation late Tuesday night, the Carrollton 

Police Department announced on Wednes-

day morning.

Take a look at some of the moments 

from Nothem’s candlelight vigil Sunday 

night.  
See page 4 for more photos.

Vigil held 

to honor 
Officer 
Nothem
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SEED 
LIBRARY 
opens at Josey 

Ranch Lake 

Library
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A Seed Library is a collection of free 

seeds for the community that allow people 

to take, grow, and share. In late September, 

the Josey Ranch Lake Library in Carrollton 

created a Seed Library of its own, produc-

ing positive feedback from the community 

since its implementation.

The goal of the Seed Library at Josey 

Ranch Lake Library is to provide access to 

seeds to grow, support engagement with 

all levels of gardeners within Carrollton, 

and share gardening resources that are 

available at the library.

“It has been kind of in the works honest-

ly for about four years and finally, we just 

felt the urgency to go ahead and get it done 

this summer,” said Diana Slavinsky, the 

community engagement supervisor for the 

Carrollton Public Library. “Knowing that 

there’s a lot of interest during COVID and 

n  See LIBRARY, Page 5
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The Carrollton City Council met on Tues-

day, Oct. 25 to discuss an update on managed 

competition and discuss consent agenda 

items.
Krystle Boise, Director of Strategic Ser-

vices at City of Carrollton, gave an update on 

managed competition during the executive 

session. Managed competition is the process 

in which the city benchmarks each city op-

eration against comparison cities to ensure 

market competitiveness. This specific update 

focused on four divisions of public works: as-

phalt, concrete, contract administration, and 

CITY

Managed competition 

updates addressed

n  See COUNCIL, Page 4
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The City of Car-
rollton announced in 
late November 2022 
that Roberto Arre-
dondo would serve 
as the new Police 
Chief for the Carroll-
ton Police Department.

Arredondo has been serv-
ing in his new role for a month 
now, working to reduce 
crime, promote community 
engagement, and ensure that 
his officers have a great work 
culture.

Star Local Media had the 
opportunity to speak with the 
new police chief. Here’s what 
we learned:

Can you start off by 
telling me a little bit 
about yourself?

Well, I’m in my 26th year 
of policing. I spent nearly 24 

years… with Dallas 
Police Department 
and I grew up in 
Ellis County, which 
is south of Dallas, 
and in Maypearl and 
grew up there and 
I’ve always wanted 
to be a police offi-
cer. Even early on 
as a young kid, I just 

knew what I wanted to be and 
as I was growing up. My next 
door neighbor was a chief 
deputy sheriff, which is the 
number two person in com-
mand of the Ellis County Sher-
iff’s Office. I grew up without 
a father and he was a mentor 
to me, and he showed me how 
important community policing 
was and building trust in the 
community and all around be-
ing a good guy. He did a lot for 
me as I was growing up with-
out a father and just talked to 
me about different things and 
I left Maypearl to join the Unit-
ed States Army. I spent four 

POLICE

Serving
Carrollton
residents:

Learn about what Carrollton 
Police Chief Roberto Arredondo is 

prioritizing in his new role

COURTESY OF CAROLYN BENAVIDES

Carolyn Benavides standing with her husband, Richard Benavides, in front of the Joe’s Pizza storefront.

COURTESY OF CAROLYN BENAVIDES

Carolyn Benavides with two or her sons. 
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The house that holds 
the Denton County African 
American Museum was built 
in 1904 as part of an African 
American neighborhood 
known as Quakertown, ac-
cording to Discover Denton.

During the 1920s, Quaker-
town came to an end after the 
city relocated the entire com-
munity, moving the house 
with it. After a second relo-
cation, the house currently 
serves as a museum that 
chronicles the lives of Den-
ton County African American 
families and the history of 

Quakertown.
During Black History 

Month, the museum and the 
Denton County Office of His-
tory and Culture will offer a 
variety of educational events 
and programs in partnership 
with and for members of the 
local community.

“It is important for muse-
ums to offer public program-
ming during Black History 
Month to allow communities 
a space to gather to learn 
and celebrate the stories and 
accomplishments of African 
Americans in our own com-
munities,” said Kelsey Jistel, 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Celebrating 
culture

See what programs, events the 
Denton County Office of History 

and Culture is offering this month
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