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Prosper Rock HillBLUE HAWKS
The Blue Hawks endured the 

expected peaks and valleys of 
competing in Class 6A for the 
first time and doing so in one of 
the state’s top football districts.

On the heels of a 3-7 season, 
second-year head coach Mark 
Wilkinson will look to a tenured 
senior class to lead the team’s 
pursuit of a bounce-back run, 
and that group held up its end 
in setting the tone for Rock 
Hill’s offseason.

The Blue Hawks aren’t 
lacking in experience with 
more than two-thirds of their 
starters returning, but the 
team’s preparations for the fall 
were dealt a setback over the 
summer with junior quarterback 
Kevin Sperry, Jr. transferring 
to Carl Albert (Okla.). Sperry, 

an Oklahoma commit, was 
voted as the district’s offensive 
newcomer of the year last 
season after totaling more than 
2,100 yards behind center.

Entering fall camp, junior 

Christian Lewis was tabbed 
to take over at quarterback for 
the Blue Hawks. He brings a 
dual-threat skill set that should 
afford at least some carryover 
from the team’s approach on 
offense last season, and Lewis 
has a strong support system 
as he acclimates to the varsity 
gridiron.

Senior running back Victor 
Chionuma earned all-district 
honors last year and will be 
counted on as one of Rock 
Hill’s top weapons as both a 
rusher and receiver. He totaled 
more than 800 yards and eight 
touchdowns last season and 
operates behind an offensive 
line that Wilkinson expects to 
be improved with four returning 
starters. That unit is led by 
seniors Ben Rosa and Kaden 
Sabonis, two more all-district 
picks.

Rock Hill’s top two leading 
receivers last season were a 
tight end (Matt Wagner) and a 
running back (Chionuma), and 
with the former graduated, the 
team likes sophomore Bryce 
Allen as an option to step up 
out wide. 

Wilkinson could also turn to 
senior Jonah Bowman to take snaps 
at tight end in Wagner’s former 
post. Bowman doubles as the 
engine of the Blue Hawks’ defense, 
earning all-district honors at 
linebacker as a junior and drawing 
a plethora of Division I college 
interest during the offseason.

Bowman tallied 92 
tackles last season and 
is complemented by an 
experienced secondary led by 
seniors Nick Butler, Cyncere 
Lindsey and Dylan Rhone. 
Senior Jayden Bradley, a 
move-in from Virginia, also has 
a chance to make an impact 
at either defensive back or 
receiver.

One of the key questions 
for the Blue Hawks early into 
the season will be how the 
defensive line comes together 
after graduating its centerpiece, 
Casy Adjei.
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JONAH BOWMAN
LINEBACKER
For second-year head coach Mark Wilkinson, the 
superlatives run the gamut when it comes to 
describing Bowman’s value to the Blue Hawks. 
The blue-chip linebacker staked his claim as one 
of the best at his position in 5-6A after logging 
92 tackles and earning all-district honors as a 
junior, and the arrow has only pointed up since. 
Bowman recently verbally commited to Air 
Force and is back to lead the Rock Hill defense 
as a senior. Wilkinson foresees Bowman being 
used either on the inside or outside at linebacker 
and could also see time on the other side of the 
ball at tight end.

PLAYERto watch

5-6A

VarsitySCHEDULE
Aug. 25	 Justin Northwest	 Northwest ISD Stadium		 7 p.m.

Sept. 1	 Keller Timber Creek	 Keller ISD Athletic Complex		 7 p.m.

*Sept. 8	 Plano East	 Children’s Health Stadium		 7 p.m.

Sept. 15	 Denton Braswell	 Carrico Athletic Complex		 7 p.m.

Sept. 22	 Prosper	 Children’s Health Stadium		 7 p.m.

Sept. 29	 Allen	 Children’s Health Stadium		 7 p.m.

Oct. 6	 BYE

Oct. 13	 Little Elm	 Lobo Athletic Complex	 7 p.m.

Oct. 20	 McKinney	 Children’s Health Stadium		 7 p.m.

Oct. 27	 McKinney Boyd	 McKinney ISD Stadium		 7 p.m.

Nov. 2	 Denton Guyer	 Children’s Health Stadium		 7 p.m.

*Homecoming
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