Sunday, August 20, 2023 — STAR LOCAL MEDIA 2023 HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL SPORTS PREVIEW — Page 9

2

After three consecutive trips to
the regional finals, Prosper broke
through in 2022 to procure the
program’s first state semifinal
berth since 2008. The Eagles
went 13-2 on the year, good for
the sixth consecutive season of
at least eight wins, and Prosper's
continued ascent as a Class 6A
powerhouse will be tested this
fall.

In addition to graduating one
of the most accomplished senior
classes in program history—a
group that contributed to a
combined 41 wins over the
past four seasons—Prosper
will also be under new, albeit
familiar, leadership following the
departure of head coach Brandon
Schmidt to take over the same
post at A&M Consolidated.
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The continuity of the Eagles’
coaching staff has been just as
vital to the team's continued
success and former offensive
coordinator Tyler Moore looks to
keep Prosper steady among the
top teams in 6A during his first
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DAVIS PERKINS

LINEBACKER

The Eagles have churned out one stingy defense
after another over the years, and team doesn't

, anticipate missing a beat for the 2023 season.
Although Prosper graduated its share of talent
on that side of the ball, Perkins brings a veteran
presence at linebacker. He totaled 84 tackles
and four sacks as a junior on his way to an
all-district second-team selection, lauded by

.E‘ head coach Tyler Moore not just for his on-field
&7, production but for his work ethic and leadership
'L'.E as the heartbeat of the Prosper defense.

Aug. 25 Euless Trinity Children'’s Health Stadium 7 p.m.
Sept. 1 Sachse Children'’s Health Stadium 7 p.m.
Sept. 8 Rockwall Wilkerson-Sanders Stadium 7 p.m.
Sept. 15 Denton Guyer Children's Health Stadium 7 p.m.
Sept. 22 Rock Hill Children's Health Stadium 7 p.m.
Sept. 29 Little Elm Lobo Athletic Complex 7 p.m.
Oct. 6 BYE

*Qct. 13 McKinney Boyd Children’s Health Stadium 7 p.m.
Oct. 20 Denton Braswell Carrico Athletic Complex 7 p.m.
Oct. 27 Allen Children's Health Stadium 7 p.m.
Now. 2 McKinney McKinney ISD Stadium 7 p.m.

*Homecoming

season at the helm.

Moore promoted former
safeties coach Chase Petersen to
defensive coordinator, and he'll
inherit a unit teeming with talent
at all three levels. It all starts in
the middle with senior linebacker
Davis Perkins entrenched as the
“heart and soul” of the defense,
according to Moore. He'll be
tasked with getting calls in and
lining up personnel, and Perkins
has quite the complement on
the outside with senior Jonah
McClendon entering his third
year as a starter.

Seniors Bo Mongaras and
TJ Jones will help anchor the
secondary, with Jones recently
committing to Holy Cross.
Versatile sophomore Trevor Ellis
is a potential breakout candidate
at safety.

The Eagles are in good hands
up front as well, led by seniors
Laird Hanson-Felter (Air Force

commit) and Malique Sutherland.

After plying his craft at
receiver and defensive back in
prior varsity campaigns, senior
Nathan TenBarge is now in
familiar territory at quarterback.
He leads an offense under a new
coordinator in Malcolm Hill and
one that has several new faces
at the skill positions—juniors
Jayden Beasley and Blake
Summers are in line for expanded
roles at receiver alongside all-
district pass-catcher and senior
Javan Henry, while sophomore
Lathan Latiolais turned in a big
spring for the Eagles.

Junior Leonel Anguiano and
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senior Josh Martinez are two
former JV standouts in the mix to
take over at running back.

Those up-and-comers should
have quite the support system
up front, with Prosper’s offensive
line chalked in college-caliber
talent. That includes senior
center Tyler Mercer, a Tulane
commit who was voted as his
district’s offensive lineman of
the year last season, as well
as 6-foot-7 senior tackle Ellis
Davis (Texas Tech), junior guard
Connor Carty and sophomore
Zaden Krempin—the latter two
also on Division I college radars.
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FROM CONSULTATION
TO COMPLETION,

Our experts are with you every step of ihe way!
Ask about our remodeling Specials or book your FREE CONSULTATION.
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Let our experts transform our house to your dream home.

214-592-0601

DUNGANSFLOORS.COM
2306 VIRGINIA PKWY o MCKINNEY



