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G
raduation 
ceremonies are 
a tradition that 
dates back to 

the first high schools 
and universities. While 
many aspects of gradu-
ation ceremonies have 
evolved over the years, 
the graduation cap has 
remained a hallmark of 
such ceremonies.

Graduation caps are 
one of the most vis-
ible aspects of grad-
uation dress. Many 
scholars believe the 
mortarboard style cap 
graduates don was 
developed from the 
biretta, a similar-look-
ing Italian hat worn by 
Roman Catholic clergy. 
In the 12th and 13th 
centuries, students 
and teachers typically 
wore clerical clothing 
because the church 
was highly influential 
at this time. Medieval 
universities helped 
inspire academic dress, 
including the familiar 
graduation cap.

Mortarboards are 
shaped like a square, 
perhaps to give them 
a scholarly appear-
ance like a book or to 
represent the shape of 
a quad on the campus 
of England’s Oxford 
University, where 
many graduation dress 
customs are believed 
to have originated. 
Others theorize that 
the mortarboard, which 

is named after the flat 
board used by brick-
layers and masons, 
represents the skill of a 
master workman.

Many graduation caps 
were initially black or 
gray. According to the 
graduation information 
site Graduation Source, 
when color photogra-
phy became the norm 
in the 20th century, 
schools began to use 
gowns and caps in dif-
ferent shades because 
they would show up in 
photographs. Schools 
often coordinate caps 
and gowns so their col-
ors reflect their official 
school colors.

While certain degrees 
warrant different styles 
of gown, cowls and 
hoods, mortarboard 
caps are relatively 
standard. In addition 
to the cap, there is a 
single button at the 
top. Tassels hang 
from these buttons. At 
commencement, tassels 
are traditionally worn 
on the right side of the 
cap and then moved to 
the left once graduates 
receive their diplomas.

Graduation caps are 
part of the larger scope 
of academic dress that 
comprises school tradi-
tions. Millions of gradu-
ates across the globe 
will don their caps and 
toss them into the air 
later in celebration of 
their hard work.

The history of  the graduation cap
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See Us for All 
Your Catering 

Needs...
Pizza, Wings, Giant Subs 

and So Much More!

There’s No Limit to 

What We Can Do!

SHEET PIZZAS 
WITH 1 HOUR NOTICE!

BETTER-N-BULK 
BULK FOODS

2121 Rt. 45 Austinburg, OH

440-275-1465
(at the Intersection of Clay St. & Rt. 45 in the Old Maytag storefront)

See us for your bulk food 
& deli needs!

Meat & Cheese Trays 
Made to Order

Candies, Mints, Nuts
By the Bag or Special Order 

A Larger Amount- We Can Do That!

King’s Tent Rental
Graduations - Reunions - Parties

TENTS - TABLES - CHAIRS
PARTY GAMES

Congrtulations Grads

www.kingstentrental.com

440-224-1233

Gwen’s Catering
   5810 St. Rt. 45, Rome, Ohio

  440.478.3429

Party Catering
for Your Graduation Celebration

Let us help you with all or just part of 
your open house.

We fi t into any budget. You won’t 
fi nd prices on our menu, because we 
price out each order individually.

Pickup, Delivery or
Serving On-Site

Chris DiGiacomo, Owner/Operator

4533 Main Ave.
(Behind the Black Clock)

Ashtabula

440-536-4017
www.framedonmain.net

Ask about our Graduation Special!

We Frame
Memories.
Preserve your 
graduate’s 
senior photo 
and diploma 
by having them 
professionally 
framed.

CONGRATS TO THE CLASS OF 2019!

440-998-6968
www.tonyscateringdeli.com

3523 State Rd. Ashtabula, OH 44004

VOTED #1
CATERER

2015, 2016,
2017 & 2018

Let us cater 
your Graduation 

Celebration!

CONGRATULATIONS

You did it!
Class of 2019

CALL TODAY FOR INFORMATION

729 Lake Ave.
Ashtabula

729 Lake Ave., A
Telepho

R E S T A U RA N TR E S T A U RA N T

440-964-7176

Let us
Cater Your
Open House

Busy “B” 
Rental

• Tents
• Tables
• Chairs

• Keg Coolers
• Portable Bars

at Bilicic’s Busy Mart

Call Or 
Stop In For All
Your Special 
Event & Party

Needs!

SPECIAL EVENTS

www.BusyBRentalsGeneva.com

Call or Stop 
In For Your 
Graduation 
Party Needs

Sunday Beer Sales All Day

Wine Aft er 11AM

440-466-9111
Rt. 534 & 90 Harper eld, OH

Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-6:00pm, Sat. 7:30am-5:00pm

400 St. Rt. 193, Jefferson, OH • 1/4 Mi. South of Rt. 167 

440-858-2082

Delicious 
deli trays, 
party buns, cakes, cupcakes 
and cookies for your 
graduate’s open house.

Meola Catering - Guyreino’s Deli

440-964-FOOD (3663)

Over 40 Years of Catering Excellence
With a Fine Reputation of

Quality - Selection - Service

Call Tim Meola to Discuss Menu Options

Hot and Cold Catering available
and of course. . .Cannoli!


