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The grass is growing

Caring for a lawn 
to keep it lush 
and green can 
require equal 

measures of patience 
and hard work. Various 
invaders can attack 
grass or contribute to 
its demise. One prob-
lem many homeowners 
face is bare spots.

Bare spots can occur 
for various reasons. 
Heavy foot traffic, 
grubs or other pests, 
fungi, pet urine, or 
too much or too little 
water can contribute to 
bare spots. The how-to 
resource The Spruce 
says that correcting 
the source of bare 
spots can prevent new 
issues, particularly if 
grubs or other pests 
are damaging the grass. 
Then homeowners can 
address existing bare 
areas.

It is unlikely that  
bare spots will just fill 
back in on their own. 
Reseeding spots or 
using sod to fill in bare 
areas can help lawns 
look lush.

· Begin by raking 
and removing any dead 
grass and other  
debris from the lawn. 
Check to make sure 
that grubs or insects 
are not attacking the 
lawn. If they are, use 
targeted treatment op-
tions for those pests.

· Break up and aerate 
any soil that is com-
pacted in the bare spot.

· Amend the soil 
in the bare area with 
loamy soil or compost 
to improve on the nutri-
tional makeup and tex-
ture so that it is amena-
ble to grass-growing. 
If you notice that the 
entire lawn is looking a 
little sparse, top-dress-
ing the rest of the lawn 
at this point also can 
help improve its vitality.

· Sprinkle seeds in 
the bare spot (disperse 
seeds over the rest of 
the lawn if you want to 
over-seed and improve 
the thickness of the 
lawn). If you prefer sod, 
cut a portion of the sod 
to fit the bare area and 

place on the amended 
soil.

· The Scotts company 
says to lightly water 
newly seeded or sodded 
areas daily for at least 
two weeks to keep the 
top inch of soil consis-
tently moist but not 
soggy. Gradually water 
more as the seedlings 
develop and the grass 
begins to fill in. Deep 
water at least once or 
twice a week after the 
new grass reaches mow-
ing height.

· The grass should 
grow slightly longer 
than the rest of the 
lawn, and wait until the 
color of the patched 
area begins to blend 
in with the rest of the 
lawn before mowing. 
This could take a few 
weeks, and the area 
should be avoided until 
then.

Eventually, and with 
treatment, bare spots 
can be remedied and 
become indistinguish-
able from other areas of 
the lawn.

Repair bare spots in the lawn

Bare spots can occur for various reasons. Heavy foot traffic, grubs or other pests, 
fungi, pet urine, or too much or too little water can contribute to bare spots.

The dangers 
of  mowing too low

Spring marks the return of many things. 
Trees and flowers begin to bloom again 
in spring, while warmer temperatures 
are welcomed back with open arms. 

Grass also begins to grow again in the spring. 
That means it’s not too long before home-
owners have to dust off their lawn mowers 
and get to work. Those who don’t necessarily 
enjoy mowing the lawn may be tempted to 
cut their grass very low, as doing so can mean 
longer intervals between mowing sessions. 
However, mowing grass too low can have a 
very adverse effect on a lawn.

• Cutting too low can injure the grass. 
Cutting grass too low can injure the grass, 
creating what’s essentially a domino effect of 
problems to come. Injured grass will focus on 
its recovery efforts, thereby making it vulner-
able to other issues.

• Cutting too low promotes weed growth. 
Injured grass is vulnerable to invaders, includ-
ing weeds and insects. Weeds and insects can 
attack grass as it recovers from injury, and 
before homeowners know it, their lawns are 
overcome with a host of problems. 

• Cutting too low allows crabgrass to  
thrive. Crabgrass needs ample sunlight to 
grow. By cutting grass too low, homeowners 
may unknowingly be promoting crabgrass 
growth. Crabgrass is unsightly and can  
rob surrounding grass of the moisture it 
needs to grow. So lawns cut too low may 
not only lose their lush appeal thanks to the 
unattractive appearance of crabgrass, but 
also because areas surrounding the crabgrass 
patches might turn brown due to lack of 
water.

• Cutting too low can stress the grass. 
Cutting too low also makes lawns vulnerable 
to summer heat. Without blades tall enough 
to block some of the summer sun, grass can 
quickly succumb to summer heat, leading to 
dried out, discolored lawns.

Mowing grass too low 
can have a very 

adverse effect on a lawn
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• Briggs & Stratton Professional Series™ 
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