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BY WARREN DILLAWAY

warren@starbeacon.com

JEFFERSON — A 
beloved Northeast Ohio 
event is just days away, 
as the Ashtabula County 
Covered Bridge Festival 

will put the spotlight on 
the county’s 19 covered 
bridges this weekend.

The county’s covered 
bridges are set for review 
and people from all over 
the country are heading to 
town. Ashtabula County 

Covered Bridge Festival 
Executive Director Ginger 
Whitehead said she has 
been getting regular calls 
about where to stay and 
what fun side trips are 
available.

As the festival planning 

wound down, it was an-
nounced that Whitehead 
will step down. Sandra 
Ranck will take over the 
festival following the 
festival’s board of direc-
tors meeting in November, 
Whitehead said.

“I will be working 
with her for the next 
year,” Whitehead said of 
the transition plans for 
the event that has seen 
numerous celebration 
locations over the years.

For many years, the 

festival was centered on 
the Ashtabula County 
Fairgrounds and included 
a parade, with the event 
later moving to Giddings 
Park, then back to the 
fairgrounds and now 

Covered Bridge Festival draws people from all over the country

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

The portable covered bridge was at the Smolen-Gulf Bridge during the 2025 Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival in Plymouth Township.

See Festival on 11
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HARVEY'S
Service Center Inc.

Complete Auto Repairs

TOM & MIKE HARVEY
4323 Main Ave.

440-992-3309 · 440-997-9656
Harveytml@gmail.com

Ashtabula, Ohio

WINE
BEER

TOBACCO

ORDER YOUR WINGS TODAY!

2328 Lake Avenue, Ashtabula

440.992.5046

BESTWINGSVOTED BEST WINGS
IN ASHTABULA COUNTY

Staff report

According to informa-
tion from the Covered 
Bridge Festival, events 
start at the Harpersfield 
Covered Bridge Satur-
day, with souvenir and 
craft booths opening at 
10 a.m., along with kids’ 
activities and The Spoon 
Man.

A trio of strolling enter-
tainers, Bigfoot and Abe 
and Mary Todd Lincoln, 
will tour the site from 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.

The festival closes at 
5 p.m. Saturday.

On 8:30 a.m. Sunday, 
a 5K is scheduled for the 

pavilion on the North 
side of the river. Souvenir 
and craft booths open 
again at 10 a.m., and at 
the same time, there is a 
church service by Harvest 
Church.

Bigfoot and Abe and 
Mary Todd Lincoln will 
return from 11 a.m.-
3 p.m. Sunday.

The band Simply Us 
is scheduled to perform 
from 3-5 p.m.

On Saturday, there are 
a pair of special bridge 
dedications scheduled.

At the Creek Road 
Bridge in Conneaut at 
1 p.m., there will be the 
dedication of a memorial 
plaque to Bob Marcy. At 

Numerous activities at 
Covered Bridge Festival

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Visitors to the 2025 Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival hang out near a bon 
fire at the Harpersfield Covered Bridge

See Activities on 10
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Fall In Love
With a Whole New Look
Breathe new life into your living space 
this fall with a fresh new color!

The perfect mix of Quality, 
Price and Service...Since 1961!

J & W Paint Co.

5836 Woodman Ave. | Ashtabula
440-997-0905 | www.jandwpaint.com
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1009 Main St. Conneaut    440-593-2765    Open Daily at 11:00 am

Two Deluxe Cheeseburger Original Cheeseburger FlameThrower

New Summer Blizzard® Treat Menu:

Meet the 2025 Lineup

Backyard Bacon Ranch

CONNEAUT DAIRY QUEEN

Family Owned 
for 60 Years!

Netcher
1544 Netcher Rd, Jefferson
CLEARANCE: 14’ 6” (2.7 

mi. from Center of Jefferson) 
The bridge over Mill Creek 
was open to traffic in 1999. 
It features a timber arch with 
inverted Haupt Trusses. The 
“Neo Victorian” designed 
structure is 110’ long, 22’ 
wide, and 14’ 6” high.

South Denmark
2670 South Denmark Rd, 

Jefferson
CLEARANCE: 9’0” (2.7 

mi. from Netcher Road 
Bridge) Built in 1890, this 
Town lattice bridge spans Mill 
Creek. The 81-foot structure 
was bypassed in 1975.

Caine
4699 Caine Rd, Pierpont 

Township
CLEARANCE: 11’0” (6.7 

mi. from S. Denmark Rd 
Bridge) This first Pratt Truss 
bridge in Ohio was built in 
1986 in honor of Ashtabula 
County’s 175th Anniversary. 
The 124-foot long bridge 

A look at the county’s 19 covered bridges

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

John Gaub, of Edinboro, takes pictures at the Netcher Road Covered Bridge during last 
year’s Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival.

See BRIDGES on 6
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D&D Auto Center, LLC
Brakes, Tires, Alignments & more
Derik Mullins - Owner
danddautoservice@live.com

Brakes, Tires, Alignments & more 419 Center St.
 Ashtabula, Ohio  44004

440-992-6050

DONUTS
Every Saturday!

Fry Pies Every Thursday
and Friday!

Covered Bridge Days
Friday, Oct. 8th and Saturday, Oct. 9th • 10:30am-6:00pm

Saturday, October 10th • 10:30am until Food is Gone!
Chicken Noodle Soup, Chili, Hot Dogs,

Italian Sausage Sandwiches, Sandwiches Chips,
Cider & Apple Crisp

PAY BY DONATIONS

    Bylers
Community
Kitchen LTD.
400 Rt. 193, Jefferson 
440-858-2082

1/4 Mile South of Rt. 167

Jack Damm
Business Development

(440) 228-8569
jack@titleprogroup.com

• Innovative Title 
Solutions

• Superior Settlement 
Services

JEFFERSON | 60 N. Chestnut Street, Jefferson, OH 44047
Phone: (440) 576-8045

We are proud to have deep roots in Northeast Ohio for over 85 years. We specialize in title and 
escrow services for residential, commercial, vacant land transfers, and refinances.

www.TitleProGroup.com

traverses the west branch of 
the Ashtabula River.

Graham
4646 Graham Rd, Pierpont 

Township
BYPASS (5.9 mi. from 

Caine Rd Bridge) Built from 
remnants of a bridge washed 
downstream in the 1913 
flood, the bridge now sits in a 
small park on the south side 
of the road.

Root
4680 Root Rd, Conneaut
CLEARANCE: 8’4” (3.9 

mi. from Graham Rd Bridge) 
A 114-foot-long Town lattice 

built in 1868, Root Rd. Bridge 
was raised 18” during the 
rehabilitation in 1982/83. New 
laminated girders and a center 
concrete pier were also added.

Middle
910 Middle Rd, Conneaut
CLEARANCE: 13’6” (8.3 

mi. from Root Rd Bridge) 
This 136-foot long Howe 
Truss bridge was built in 
1868 over Conneaut Creek, 
which is a favorite Stealhead 
Steam. It was rehabilitated in 
1984 with the help of seven 
volunteers.

Conneaut Creek
5899 State Rd, Conneaut
CLEARANCE: 16’2” (5.1 

mi. from Middle Rd Bridge) 

Containing 97,000 feet of 
southern pine and oak, the 
State Rd. Bridge was erected 
in 1983 across Conneaut 
Creek. This 152-foot-long 
Town lattice was the first cov-
ered bridge designed and built 
by County Engineer John 
W.Smolen, Jr. A 4’ opening 
spans the length.

Creek
371 Creek Rd, Conneaut
CLEARANCE: 11’4” (3.4 

mi. from State Rd Bridge) The 
construction date of this 125-
foot long Town lattice bridge 
is unknown. It sits 25’ above 
Conneaut Creek and was 
renovated in 1994.

Benetka

4500 Benetka Rd, Sheffeld 
Township

CLEARANCE: 11’0” (11.5 
mi. from Creek Rd Bridge) A 
138-foot-long Town lattice 
with Arch bridge, Benetka 
was built about 1900. It was 
renovated in 1985 when a 
laminated arch 9” wide, 38” 
thick, spanning the length of 
the bridge, was added.

Olin
1880 Dewey Rd, Plymouth 

Township
CLEARANCE: 12’0” (2.5 

mi. from Benetka Rd Bridge) 
Olins have owned property 
next to the bridge since it was 
built in 1873. The 115-foot-
long Town lattice structure 

over the Ashtabula River was 
renovated in 1985.

Smolen-Gulf
7001 State Rd, Ashtabula
CLEARANCE: 14’6”(2.6 

mi. from Olin Bridge) The lon-
gest covered bridge in the U.S. 
is of Pratt Truss construction. 
Engineering and structural 
design by John W. Smolen, Jr. 
(former County Engineer) and 
architectural design was done 
by Timothy J. Martin (current 
County Engineer). Dedicated 
in 2008, it is 613 foot long and 
stands 93 foot above the River. 
With clear width of 30 feet, it 
will support full legal load traf-
fic and has a life expectancy of 
100 years.

Riverview
Indian Trails Park, 4761 

State Rd, Ashtabula This 

bridge is 150’ long and 14’ 
wide, making it one of the 
larger bridges, yet it carries 
only pedestrian traffic. It mir-
rors the Pratt arch design of 
its big brother, Smolen-Gulf, 
which rises above. Both cross 
the Ashtabula River at Indian 
Trails Park. Riverview, dedi-
cated in 2016, provides exer-
cise trials and a place to enjoy 
the beautiful river scenery.

Giddings
1400 Giddings Rd, Jeffer-

son
CLEARANCE: 15’6”(8 

mi. from Smolen-Gulf Bridge) 
Pratt Truss construction 

was used for this 107-foot 
long bridge built in 1995. It 

crosses Mill Creek in Jefferson 
Township.

See FESTIVAL on 8

BRIDGES
CONTINUED FROM 5
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228 Harbor St. • Conneaut 
440-599-8248
Ohio License #17713 

• Residential & Light Commercial
• State Licensed Contractor
• Air Conditioning Sales Services
• Water Heaters
• Gas Line Repair & Installation
• Plumbing
• State Licensed Backflow Inspector

SALES & SERVICE

Air Conditioning Contractors of America

Frosty Harbor

frostyharbor@yahoo.com
1026 Lake Avenue•440-261-9719

Open 7 Days a Week •Hours: Noon-10pm

ICE CREAMICE CREAM
+ HOT FOOD+ HOT FOOD

Located at
Classic Country Consignments

4426 N. Ridge Rd E. Geneva

Hours:
Wednesday thru Sunday

10am - 6pm

Fall In Love
With Your Smile!

New Patients
Welcomed 78 N. Chestnut, Jefferson

(440) 576-7040
www.dentalgroupofjefferson.com

Painesville
440-354-2183

Chardon
440-286-2474

Casey Hammond, DDS
Dylan Graban, DDS

WARREN DILLAWAY | 

STAR BEACON

Tammy and 
Greg Bailey, of 
the Pittsburgh 
area, check 
out merchan-
dise during 
last year’s 
Ashtabula 
County Covered 
Bridge Festival 
at Harpersfield 
Covered Bridge.

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Visitors leave the South Denmark Road Covered Bridge during last year’s Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival.
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and Growing!

4510 Collin Blvd. • Suite 6 • Ashtabula, Ohio 44004
440-992-6818

www.ashtabulafoundation.org
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Doyle
1300 Doyle Rd, Jefferson
CLEARANCE: 13’6” (1.8 

mi. from Jefferson) A 94-foot 
long Town lattice bridge 
built in 1868, Doyle spans 

Mill Creek, a tributary of the 
Grand River. This bridge was 
renovated in 1987 when a 
laminated arch was added.

West Liberty
94 West Liberty St, Geneva
CLEARANCE: 15’ (10.6 

mi. from Doyle Rd Bridge) 
The shortest covered bridge 

in the U.S., Liberty spans 
only 18 feet. The structure is 
supported by a single King-
post and its roof is a scissor 
Truss, which gives the bridge 
a light, open feeling. Timber 
for this bridge was harvested 
from county land owners. 
The bridge was modularly 

constructed by students of 
Ashtabula County Joint Voca-
tional School (now A-Tech).

Harpersfield
1122 Harpersfield Rd, 

Geneva
CLEARANCE: 10’9” (3 mi. 

from Liberty St Bridge) This 
two- span Howe Truss bridge 

is 228’ long, and is the second 
longest bridge in Ohio. Built in 
1868, it is listed in the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places. 
A 1913 flood altered the river, 
requiring a steel bridge to link 
the covered bridge to the north 
approach. A walkway was 
added in 1992. The bridge was 
recently renovated.

Mechanicsville
1153 Mechanicsville Road, 

Austinburg.
The Mechanicsville Covered 

Bridge is believed to be the 
oldest covered bridge in 
Ashtabula County. Built in 
1867, this impressive 156-foot 
Howe truss with arch grace-
fully spans the Grand River, 
making it the second-longest 
single-span covered bridge in 
the county. Its arch, made of 
15 layers of 2x8 lumber en-
cased within the large beams 
of the truss, showcases classic 
19th-century craftsmanship.

Riverdale
3349 Riverdale Rd, Rock 

Creek
Built in 1874, the Riverdale 

Covered Bridge showcases the 
timeless beauty of a 114-foot 

Town lattice design. Over the 
years, it has undergone several 
renovations to maintain its 
strength and charm. Steel brac-
ing was added in 1945, and in 
1981, the floor was rebuilt with 
glue-laminated wood girders 
for extra reinforcement. After 
floodwaters washed out the 
road at the east end in 1987, 
a new concrete abutment was 
constructed to ensure its stabili-
ty for generations to come. 

Windsor Mills
7696 Warner Hollow Rd, 

Windsor
CLEARANCE: 11’3” (14.5 

mi. from Riverdale Bridge) 
Windsor Mills is 120’ long 
and spans Phelps Creek, a 
tributary of the Grand River. 
Built in 1867, the Town lattice 
bridge rests on abutments of 
sandstone (quarried nearby) 
and creek stone. The field 
stone center pier was replaced 
with stone-look concrete when 
it was renovated in 2002-03.

Information from the 
Ashtabula County Covered 
Bridge Festival and Ashtabula 
County Visitors Bureau.

FESTIVAL
CONTINUED FROM 6
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The Family Jeweler

DIAM    NDS
PRECIOUS STONES

JEWELRY
DESIGN

Hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 9-5:30 • Fri 9-6, Sat 9-3, Closed Sun & MonHours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 9-5:30 • Fri 9-6, Sat 9-3, Closed Sun & Mon

www.jrhofstetter.com

Jim Hofstetter
(440) 576-2936

53 North Chestnut Street
Jefferson, Ohio 44047

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Olivia Slike, of Madison, reacts with joy while working on a mural at the Harpersfield Covered Bridge during the 2025 
Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival.

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Skip Craine, right, greets visitors to his teepee at 
the Harpersfield Covered Bridge Saturday during the 
Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival.

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR 

BEACON

Joel Huffman, of 
Huffman Acoustics, 
performs at the 2025 
Ashtabula County 
Covered Bridge Fes-
tival at the Harpers-
field Covered Bridge
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4542 Main Avenue, Ashtabula 

440-992-7529
www.PlayallAmerica.com

AWARDS??
We do them all

at PlayAll!

Since 1993

the Wiswell Bridge, a cen-
tury bridge plaque dedi-
cation will take place.

Bridges throughout the 
county will have special 
activities.

Activities at the Benetka 
Road Covered Bridge will 
be hosted by youthO-
PPORTUNITIES! and 
A-Tech Special Grants, 
offering chili, cornbread, 
coffee, water, baked goods, 
handmade youth items and 
a fall photo spot.

At the Caine Road 
Covered Bridge, Stepping 
Stones Solutions LLC’s 
Steppin’ Out Independence 
Program and Katie Krieger 
will have hosting duties, 
featuring a CF boutique 
for cystic fibrosis aware-
ness, a warming center and 
youth center tables, cotton 
candy, lemonade, family 
crafts, Angels of the Lake, 
a bounce house, food, 
drinks and snacks.

Boy Scout Troop 41 will 

provide fresh cobbler, hot 
dogs, and hot and cold 
drinks by donation at 
the Doyle Road Covered 
Bridge.

The East Jefferson 
Grange will be set up at 
the Graham Road Covered 
Bridge, providing picnic 
boxes with a choice of 
soup, pumpkin bread, an 
autumn dessert, and hot 
cider or hot chocolate.

The Harpersfield Cov-
ered Bridge will be at the 
center of the festival, with 
vendors, the official souve-
nir booth, entertainment, 
food trucks, a coloring 
mural, kiddie train rides 
and other activities.

The Liberty Street 
Covered Bridge will host 
Helping Hands Farm 
Animal Rescue, with food 
and drinks, a 50/50 raffle, 
duck pond game, cowboy 
hats, and picture props.

The American Cancer 
Society will coordinate ac-
tivities at the Mechanics-
ville Covered Bridge, with 
the ability to dedicate 

and decorate luminaries 
in honor or memory of a 
loved one, along with a 
bake sale, photo booth, 
and information about the 
organization.

The Middle Road Cov-
ered Bridge will be open 
with no activities.

At the Netcher Road 
Covered Bridge, the 
Ashtabula County Hu-
mane Society will provide 
walking tacos, crafts, 
baked goods, humane 
society shirts, volunteer 
information, and poten-

tially dogs, depending on 
the weather.

The Ashtabula Dream 
Center will be at the Olin 
Covered Bridge, with 
baked goods, coffee and 
water for sale.

The Riverdale Road 
Covered Bridge will have 
representatives of the 
Conversation Station, with 
drinks for sale, along with 
festival information and 
souvenirs.

The Ashtabula Action 
Club and the Ashtabula 
County Board of Develop-

mental Disabilities will be 
at the Root Road Covered 
Bridge, with homemade 
potato chips, hot dogs, 
nachos, a bake sale and 
fun activities.

The Smolen-Gulf Cov-
ered Bridge will host the 
East Plymouth Grange, 
with cabbage rolls, hot 
dogs, chili, baked goods, 
and a large selection of 
souvenirs.

The Leon United Meth-
odist Church will be at the 
South Denmark Road Cov-
ered Bridge, with a bake 

sale, homemade pepperoni 
rolls, quilt raffle tickets, 
chips, pop, hand-made 
cards and a Sunday church 
service at 10 a.m.

The Monroe Township 
Fire Department will be 
at the State Road Covered 
Bridge, with the opportu-
nity for attendees to cook 
their own hot dogs over a 
fire, along with drinks and 
baked goods.

As of time of writing, 
activities have not been 
finalized for the Wiswell 
Covered Bridge.

Activities
CONTINUED FROM 4

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Food trucks are expected to be a part of the Ashtabula County Covered Bridge celebration at the Harpersfield Cov-
ered Bridge.
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CHRISTINE 
HAMSKI

440-812-4983

EMILY 
HAGERDON
440-855-7149

BRANDON 
HAGERDON 
440-812-5509

GINA 
PETROCHELLO
440-812-3467

SHELLEY
LIPPS

440-228-3952

LOIS
BLANK

440-265-0820

TERESA 
BETTS

440-718-4565

RICK 
CHAMBERS  
440-344-5261

MICKEY
JOHNSON

440-537-4556

BONNIE 
STREETS

440-417-3412

CAROLE
STORMER-VAUX
440-813-2788

BRYAN 
HAGERDON
440-812-0502

JENNIFER 
GODLESKI
440-413-3005

STACY
TALCOTT

440-228-9729

SHERRY
WILBER 

440-344-0126

CATHY 
MAYLISH

440-812-6166

DIANNE 
FISCHER

520-245-2257

CHRISTINA
 PATTON

440-969-4196

BOB
SCHULTZ

440-567-2325

LINDA
PARK

440-645-8024

STACIE
RHOADES

440-206-6041

RAEGAN 
HAGERDON
Broker / Owner

440-812-8391

APRIL
HOWARD

Associate Broker

440-228-7375

N O W  S E L L I N G  I N  O H I O  A N D  P E N N S Y LVA N I A

Thinking of Buying or Selling?

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

38 S. Chestnut Street
Jefferson

320 East Main St., Andover
440-293-7299

www.assuredrealestateoh.comwww.assuredrealestateoh.com
440-576-SELL440-576-SELL

focused at the Harpers-
field Covered Bridge.

In the present, format 
each bridge will be a focal 
point for visitors seeking 
to experience the covered 
bridge historical experi-
ence, or the architecture 
of the United States’ larg-
est covered bridge.

Former Ashtabula 
County Engineer John 
Smolen was key for the 
maintenance and con-
struction of covered 
bridges in Ashtabula 
County, and now has one 
that bears his name.

In past interviews, Smo-
len said he learned from 
previous county employ-
ees about the historical 
significance of the bridg-
es, and later was a major 
champion of repairing 

old covered bridges and 
designing the Smolen-Gulf 
Bridge.

Construction of the 
Smolen-Gulf Covered 
Bridge included ma-
jor road revisions that 
improved the safety of 
the river crossing. A 
smaller pedestrian bridge 
was added later, provid-
ing greater access to a 
park beneath the present 
bridge.

The festival is a major 
point of interest to tour-
ists, who have purchased 
hundreds of maps of the 
county covered bridges at 
$5 a piece, said Ashtabula 
County Visitors Bureau 
Executive Director Steph-
anie Siegel.

She said the map is one 
of the most purchased 
items online, and people 
seek out more infor-
mation on area tourist 

options as well.
For visitors seeking 

to reach every covered 
bridge this weekend, a 
great deal of planning is 
necessary in Ohio’s largest 
county. The bridges are 
located in every part of 
the county, and provide a 
look back into history at 
each bridge.

The groups participat-
ing at each bridge also 
bring a special experi-
ence that reflects their 
particular organization. 
Many of the bridge 
presentations include 
historical information, as 
well as food, drinks and 
items for sale.

The festival has a per-
manent home in the base-
ment of the old Ashtabula 
County Courthouse 
where phone calls are 
received, decisions made 
and merchandise stored.

Festival
CONTINUED FROM 3
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The path to the Riverview Covered Bridge in Indian Trails Park in Plymouth Township 
was used for vendors during the Covered Bridge Festival for the first time last year.



12 — Covered Bridge Festival 2026  Star Beacon, Thursday, October 8, 2026

Chris Brecht, Agent 
216 Main Street, Suite B, Conneaut, OH 44030

Business: 440-593-1191
www.brechtinsurance.com

We hope you enjoy  
Conneaut as much as we do!

Proud Supporter of the
Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival
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