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Decades and counting

Area’s wine roots date all the way back to Prohibition

‘First, we grew grapes. From
Prohibition on, this area grew
grapes, primarily
juice grapes that
were sold to large
processors. [Later]
they recognized that,
as a community, they
could grow grapes
and make good
wine. And there was a lot of
collaboration.’

Doniella Winchell
Executive Director, Ohio Wine Producers Association

Entertainment Offered

Most Popular Wines:
Y ﬁd rbon Chardonnay,
imé Blanc
abernet Sauvignon
* Red Blend
* Rosé of Pinot Grigio

CASK 307
~ 7259 Warner Rd. (Rt. 307), Madison, OH 44057

www.cask307.com

440-307-9586

BY BRIAN HAYTCHER
bhaytcher@starbeacon.com

The Grand River region
has played host to wineries
for nearly 50 years.

There are currently 30
wineries in the region, said
Donniella Winchell, exec-
utive director of the Ohio
Wine Producers Associa-
tion.

Thea area’s wine tradition
goes back to the 1970s,
Winchell said.

“First, we grew grapes,”
Winchell said. “From Pro-
hibition on, this area grew

{;It Wines.

! oir, Cabernet Sauvignon, Red Blend, Riesling,

nnay, Fumé Blanc, Chardonnay Ice Wine,

on Chardonnay, Rosé of Pinot Grigio, Cask Chardonnay;,
Cas Semillon-Riesing, Cask Blush, Cask Grand River Red

grapes, primarily juice
grapes that were sold to the
large processors.”

Chalet Debonne, Grand
River Wine, and Markko
Vinyards served as the
foundation for wineries in
the area, Winchell said. In
1984, there were 12 winer-

‘Our trifecta of why people come
here is Lake Erie, the wineries
and the covered
bridges. Most of [the
wineries] are having
record-breaking
seasons. ... People

ies in the area.

“They recognized that, as

a community, they c

grow grapes and make
Winchell said.
“And there was a whole lot

good wine,”

of collaboration.”
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who come to visit the
wineries don't just
come to drink wine,
they want to see what else there
is to do.’

ould

Stephanie Siegel
Executive Director, Ashtabula County Convention and Visitors Bureau

JEBONNE VINEYARDS
i 7840 Doty Road, Madison, OH 44057
o | www.debonne.com

b ™ 440-466-3485

ent Wines:

Chardonnay, Chardonnay Reserve, Semillon Reserve, Sauvignon Blanc,

igio, Chairman’s White (dry Niagara), Riesling, Riesling Reserve, Vidal

iver Blanc, Riesling Reserve Lot 907, Peach Tree Grigio, White Catawba,

-Riesling, Rosé of Pinot Noir, Razzberry Riesling, River Blush, River Rosé,

wberry Rosé¢, Pink Catawba, Cabernet Franc,Cab/Cab, Meriot, Chambourcin,
abernet Sauvignon Reserve, Bourbon-Aged Cab Sauv Reserve, Cask 1019, Cask

1020, Cask 2, Classic Red, Red Blend, River Rouge, Blueberry Noir, Holiday

Rouge, Sparkling Rouge, Sparkling Riesling, Vidal Blanc Ice Wine, Riesling Ice

Wine, Cherry-Bourbon Ice Wine

Most Popular Wines:
River Rouge * Riesling Reserve ® Unoaked Chardonney ¢ Cab/Cab ¢ Moscato-Riesling

Awards and Recognitions:

News-Herald Best of the Best Winery 2020, San Francisco Chronicle Wine
tion Best of Class for Unoaked Chardonnay, Best Ice Wine Finger Lakes
ternational Wine Competition/Best Show Pacific Rim International Wine
Competition/et al for Vidal Blanc Ice Wine, Ohio Wine Competition Director’s
Choicew “Best White” for Riesling Reserve
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THE VALLEY WINE GROUP

Full restaurant, live entertain-
ment, specials, events.

% Grand River Cellars

GRAND Rl\ ER

CASK 307 nght deli menu,
signature cocktails, live enter—
tainment, Opera Nights.

THREE OH SEVEN WWW.CaSk307.C0m

Debonné Vineyards
Casual menu, live entertain-
ment, events, open 7 days.
CELAR WWW. grandrlverce“ars com DEBONNE VINEYARDS WWW~debon ne.com

. @ | South River Winery

" | picnicking permitted.

We’re open year round! Stop in for a
drink, for live entertainment or for a
bite to eat. Grand River, Debonne &
Cask 307 are open for lunch during the
week as well. We’d love to have you.

Drink Local. Eat Local. Support Local.
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WEDNESDAY

Drink Beer
Made Here!

Double Wing Brewing Co.
Located inside Debonné.

12 craft beers on tap.
www.dwbrewing.com

Red Eagle Dlstlllery
Bourbon, rye, brandy & vodka.
cocktails, 10 beers on tap.
www.redeaglespirits.com

The church. Beautiful view,

www.southrivervineyard.com

WINEGROLP We Deliver!
‘ Visit www.valleywinegroup.com to
: order any combination of wine, beer or
gourmet food products ($50 min), pay
only S5 delivery to Ashtabula, Lake,
Geauga or Cuyahoga County!
Orders over $150 deliver FREE!
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GRAND RIVER CELLARS

leNERY & RESTAURANT
. 5750 S. Madison Rd. (Rt. 528), Madison, OH 44057
www.grandrivercellars.com

440-298-9838

Most Popular Wines:
\ Merlot Reserve ® Cabernet Franc Rosé, Cask 1020

Vi \\‘ﬁ%yards and Recognitions:
® Ohio Director of Agriculture’s Award for the Best Dessert Wine
st Red and Best White
* Voted Best Winery in the News-Herald Best of the Best
Competition

Current Wines:
e Chardonnay

* Dry Riesling

¢ Pinot Grigio

e Semillon

e Creation

¢ Temptation

* Riesling Reserve
* Pinot Noir

e Trinity

e Exodus

e Karma

e Concord Ice Wine
* Blush Ice Wine

6062 South River Rd., Geneva, OH 44041
www.southrivervineyard.com

440-466-6676

Marianne’s

CHOCOLATES

® Since 1963
marlanne $
CHOCOLATE & CHEESE

| 2241 STRT 45 Austinburg, OH 44010

B111c1c: =

busy mart

» Convenience

» Grocery

* OHIO LOTTERY
* Beer & Wine at

State Minimum Prices

* And More!

SUNDAY BEER & WINE SALES

BEER ALL DAY/WINE AFTER 11AM

pHone: 440-466-9111

Rt.534 & 1-90 * Harpersfield, Ohio
Open:Mon.- Sat.7am - 11pm, Sun.7am - 10pm
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TDE WITH S
a0

SUNSET TRANSPORTATION
440-855-5314

TAXI SERVICES - WINE TOURS - PARTY BUSES
WWW.SUNSETTAXIS.COM

STAY WITH US

SUNSET

VACATION

RENTALS
440-207-0704

WWW.SUNSETVACATIONRENTAL.COM
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1. CABERNET SAUVIGNON

Widely available and incredibly
popular, Cabernet Sauvignons are
typically bold wines that are rich
in flavor. Cabernet Sauvignons
are derived from a full-bodied red
grape, which is why they are often
described as “full-bodied.” Tannins
are a naturally occurring polyphe-
nol found in plants and seeds that
are predominantly in red wines,
and those in Cabernet Sauvignons
are bold. Some Cabernet Sauvi-
gnons elicit tastes similar to baking
spices, while others may taste more
like black cherry or black currant.

Shortstop Drive-Thru

\J-._""'

s

A\

- _.q‘ o

BEER
TOBACCO

2. PINOT NOIR

Another popular, widely available
varietal, Pinot Noirs boast a low tan-
nin finish with a fruity taste remi-
niscent of cherry or cranberry. Pinot
Noirs are light-bodied and smooth.
The alcohol content in Pinot Noirs
tends to be lower than that of a
typical Cabernet Sauvignon.

Try Our Wings - Voted Best In AshtabuIaConty
2328 Lake Avenue, Ashtabula
440.992.5046

A DISTINCTIVE
EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE,

FROMCLASS

Award-winning Kent State
Ashtabula Wines, produced by
Kent State Ashtabula Viticulture
and Enology students through a
blended learning experience
with Laurello Vineyards.

KENT
STATE

ASHTABULA

VIEAL BLANC [
1CE Wi I

“O Visit us online for retail

and distributor locations!

KENT.EDU/ASHTABULA/WINE

WINE VARIETIES AT A GLANCE

3. RIESLING

Rieslings are white wines that
are popular thanks in large part to
their sweetness and floral, citrus
taste. Rieslings are a go-to option
when pairing wines with certain
ethnic cuisine, including Indian,
Thai and Vietnamese dishes. Some
Rieslings can be dry, so wine en-
thusiasts looking for Rieslings for
their sweetness may want to speak
with a representative at the winery
to ensure they're getting the wine
they want.

4. MERLOT

Another wildly popular red wine,
Merlots have an extensive flavor
profile. Some Merlots may pro-
duce a taste reminiscent of black
cherries, while others may provide
strong hints of cocoa. Merlots are
typically made in a dry style, and
they are easily mistaken for Caber-
net Sauvignons.

KENT
STATE

ASHTABULA

Wines

Earn a degre
~ takeaclass fr
.ghio's Only Wi
egrees Progr

*'\‘
- ;-
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DECADES: Arca’s wine roots
date back to Prohibition

FROM PAGE 2

More grapes are still being plant-
ed, Winchell said.

“When I took this job in the late
70s, the wine islands were the focal
point,” Winchell said. “Because of
the energy that was launched by
Markko and Debonne and those 12
or 13 wineries that came immediate-
ly after them, the focal point moved
to the Grand River Valley.”

The move was in part due to being
able to grow grapes in this region.

The Lodge at Geneva-on-the-Lake
has been a large component of the
growth of the region, Winchell said.

“I think the visitor’s bureau has
been very aggressive in promot-
ing the wineries as a hook for
everything else we have to offer,”

Winchell said.

Wineries are a big part what draws
tourists to Ashtabula County, said
Stephanie Siegel, executive director
of the Ashtabula County Convention
and Visitors Bureau.

“Our trifecta of why people come
here is Lake Erie, the wineries ...
and the covered bridges,” Siegel
said. “Most of [the wineries in this
region] are having record breaking
seasons.”

The Grand River region wineries
have been an asset to the economy
in the area, Siegel said.

“People who come to visit the win-
eries don’t just come to drink wine,
they want to see what else there is
to do,” Siegel said.
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on one of our patios.

( m(,o.@a
Q@ WINERY

Located in the Grand River Valley, minutes from numerous
wineries in the heart of Ohio’s Wine Country, Rosabella

Winery offers wines for every palate, delicious small bites
too. Share and enjoy them in our spacious tasting room or

Don't Keep. it Bottled.. Discoven. Shase. €njoy.

3951 State Route 307 « Austinburg, OH 44010 - 440.275.5218 - www.RosabellaWinery.com
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CONWAY
216-316-9855

COURTNEY
SOWRY
440-228-8860

VICTORIA
TAYLOR
440-858-5125

A
MCDOWELL

HOMES
REAL ESTATE SERVICES®
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V
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CLORICE DLUGOS

N
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1005 BRIDGE STREET
ASHTABULA HARBOR

.

. ROSABELLA WINERY
9 3951 State Route 307, Austinburg, OH 44010
' www.rosabellawinery.com

440-275-5218

~ Current Wines:

~Caves Rd. Chardonnay, Sheriff Dominic Pinot Grigio,

Road Trippin Riesling, The Happy Couple (Sweet White Blend),
Zoom Zoom Peach, Ten 21 Cabernet Sauvignon, Red Brick Road
Merlot, Living the Dream Zinfandel, Everything Family
(Semi-Sweet Red Blend), Tail Wagging Blackberry

Most Popular Wines:

¢ The Happy Couple

i ® Ten-21 Cabernet Sauvignon

' ».Sheriff Dominic Pinot Grigio
» Tail Wagging Blackberry

® Zoom Zoom Peach
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Richmond Trolley, Limousine & Transportation

| ave the Drivi:-'g ths!

Affordable and Trustworthy ¢ Diverse Fleet of Vehicles

Jolly Trolley ¢ Limousine Party Bus, Wheelchair Accessible

Van, and other vans to accomodate parties from small to
large, simple to elaborate.

CUSTOMIZE YOUR TRIP!
+ Wine Hops
+ Proms
+ Weddings
« Sporting Events
« Covered Bridge Tours
« Concerts
+ Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties
» Corporate Events

Our professional, chauffeurs will take the utmost
care of you and your party throughout your trip.
Just relax and leave the driving to us. Our
punctual pick-up and drop-off service is available
early morning to midnight or even later

Strike-a-Pose Photo Booth Rentals is our sister company.
Rent our photo booth for weddings, birthday parties,

corporate event, or just for the fun of it! Check out our
website at www.strike-a-pose-now.com for details.

5456 Main Ave ¢ Ashtabula ¢ 440-964-9403

www.richmondtrolleyandlimo.com

Cabernet Franc
Cabernet Sauvignon

>ILVER CREST CELLARS

4511 Bates Road, Madison, OH 44057

www.silvercrestcellars.com

440-428-0677

Most Popular Wines:

* Dornfelder

abernet Sauvignon - Schubert-Ferney Vineyard
abernet Franc

abernet Sauvignon - Gerald Smith Vineyard

* Rosie’s Harvest
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“And so they're
exploring the shops,
and places to eat and
discovering our natu-
ral resources. It’s kind
of a great entre to the
region. And so that
winery region attracts
people, and then they
understand things and
recognize things that
they want to come
back for and spend
more time for.”

Winchell said there
is still room for
growth.

“I think the future
is relatively unlimit-

ed,” she said.

Wineries have been
very busy even during
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Winchell said.

“We're outdoors, we
can socially distance,”
she said. “The custom-
ers have been ex-
tremely responsible in
terms of not gathering
customers together.”

Ohio State University
recently launched a
program to identify
land that will work well
for grape growing.

“We're very excited
about it,” Winchell
said. “Because it won’t
be hit or miss, it'll be
scientifically based.”

SILVER CREST

= Collaws >

Silver Crest Cellars

Classic Wines.
Locally Grown.
Locally Produced.

4511 Bates Rd
Madison, OH 44057

Y Phone: 440-428-0677
SilverCrestWines.com

The data could also
be used to help get a
loan to purchase the
land, she said.

“The wineries provid-
ed an opportunity for
a lot of new faces to
visit,” Winchell said.

“So I think if we’re
careful, and we con-
tinue to promote
this locally grown,
high-quality fruit and
we continue to grow
more grapes to meet
the broadening de-
mand of the consumer
palate, we really have
an opportunity to
explode here. We are
within 500 miles of
half the population of




