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“See us for all your automotive needs.”

• TUNE-UPS • BRAKES 
• TIRES & MORE

Corner of Rt. 84 E. & State Rd., Kelloggsville 

(440) 224-1297

Ashtabula  
Vinyl, Co.

1478 St. Rt. 46N 
Jefferson, Ohio 

• Replacement Windows 
• Awnings 

• Vinyl Siding 
• Doors

CALL FOR FREE
ESTIMATES

440-576-8944

GLOTZBECKER’S GULF
“FULL SERVICE STATION”

(440) 997-3711

1911 S. RIDGE RD. EAST
ASHTABULA, OH 44004

(440) 997-3711
Repairs &
Alignments

 MIDWAY 
CHEVROLET, INC. 

320 East Main, Orwell 
(888) 494-8208   or   (440) 437-6200 

www.midwayorwell.com

228 HARBOR ST.
CONNEAUT

Ohio License #17713

• Residential & Light Commercial
• State Licensed Contractor
• Air Conditioning Sales Services
• Water Heaters
• Gas Line Repair & Installation
• Plumbing
• State Licensed Backflow Inspector

440-599-8248

STAR BEACON
www.starbeacon.com

Classifi ed 
Advertising 

440.994.3240

Circulation 
Home Delivery
440.994.3242

BY WARREN DILLAWAY

warren@starbeacon.com

GENEVA — A major fall experi-
ence is on the horizon, with the Grape 
Jamboree taking over downtown the 
last weekend in September.

“We are always excited for the 
Jamboree. It is one of the iconic 
events,” Geneva City Manager Joseph 
Varckette said. He said many people 
schedule vacations to return to the 
city to see family and friends during 
the Grape Jamboree every year.

Grape Jamboree President Brian 
Kelly said this event will be especially 
meaningful, as it is the 60th year. The 
festival was originally designed to 

draw attention to the region during 
the grape harvest season.

He said there will some excellent en-
tertainment this year, with Richochet, 
a Nashville-based band, highlighting 
the Saturday evening slate at 8:30 p.m. 
Attaboy will perform Sunday at 
5:30 p.m. and Hotel California will 
close out the weekend at 7:45 p.m.

A lengthy parade is scheduled for 
Saturday and Sunday at 1:30 and 
2:30 p.m., respectively. Kelly said he 
doesn’t expect the West Main Street 
infrastructure project to have any 
affect on the festival, and parade set 
up will be the same as last year, using 
side streets to prepare.

Grape Jamboree to thrill thousands
WARREN DILLAWAY 

| STAR BEACON 

FILE PHOTO

Visitors to 
the Geneva 
Grape Jam-
boree check 
out vendors 
at the event 
in 2024 in 
downtown 
Geneva.

SEE THRILL, 7
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CHRISTOPHER GILLETT

cgillett@starbeacon.com

Harvest season is upon us, 
and with it local wineries and 
apple orchards are gearing 
up for fall events and fall 
customers

South River Vineyard in 
Harpersfield is hosting the 
first Autumn Glow Festival, 
in collaboration with Kaleido 
Arts and Entertainment 
Group.

The festival started 
last week, and continues 
7-10 p.m. Thursdays through 
Sundays until Nov. 2.

South River Vineyard own-
er Gene Sigel said Kaleido 
reached out to him near the 
beginning of the year.

Sigel said he has been 
interesting in utilizing 
the 140-acre property to 
promote local tourism, and 
hopes it jives well with other 
fall events in the area, like 
the Grape Jamboree.

“A lot of setup has gone 
into this,” he said.

Similar events have been 
done in other parts of the 
country, Sigel said.

Remy Sigel, of the Sigel 
family, said tickets can be 
found at Autumn Glow’s 
website. Ticket prices vary 
depending on age and day.

Sigel said while Autumn 
Glow’s website lists a Gene-
va mailing address, the event 
itself is in Harpersfield. 
She said there is live music 
scheduled throughout the 
festival.

Yu Wang is the artist 
behind many of the items 
displayed at Autumn Glow. 
He said his art has been 
displayed across the world, 
including in China, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Canada, Peru, 
Chile and Mexico.

“In the U.S., I did more 

than 15 different states,” he 
said.

Wang’s family has been 
involved with the art since 
the 1990s, he said.

The city Wang grew up 
in, Zi Gong, China, is well 
known for the type of lantern 
art being shown at the Au-
tumn Glow Festival, he said.

Wang said he enjoys bridg-
ing American and Chinese 
cultures through his work.

South River is not the only 
winery offering something 
interesting this fall.

Emma Kosicek, part of the 
family that owns Kosicek 
Vineyards, said guests can 
enjoy sunflower fields on the 
property.

“We have over 40,000 sun-
flowers planted,” she said.

Kosicek said customers can 
check in at the winery, get a 
drink and head out into the 
fields to view the sunflowers.

The winery is open noon-
6 p.m. weekdays and noon-
9 p.m. weekends.

Brant’s Apple Orchard 
owner Brian Diehl said the 
orchard is open 11 a.m.-
7 p.m. Tuesday through 
Sunday, from Aug. 15 to 
Thanksgiving.

“Weekends are pretty 
busy,” he said. “We’ll serve 
1,000 people on a weekend 
day. Weekdays [are] proba-
bly 200-300. That’s a good 
number.”

The orchard will have 
hayrides every 45 minutes 
on weekend from 11 a.m.-
4:30 p.m., he said.

“We have a full bakery,” 
he said. “We have some food 
options; cider, cider slushies, 
drinks.”

Diehl said the orchard is 
planning a Halloween event, 
but a date has not been 
selected yet.

Robinson’s Apple Barn 
is open daily from 10 a.m.-
5 p.m.

Owner Steve Robinson 
said people can buy apples, 
pumpkins, cornstalks, pies, 
jams, jellies and fall decora-
tions at the venue.

The barn serves as a farm-
er’s market, he said.

Robinson said the apple 
barn sometimes has harvest 
seasons that can start in July 
or go into February, and the 
availability of apples varies 
from year to year.

“It all depends when [the 
apples] run out,” he said.

Farms ripe for fall fun

CHRISTOPHER GILLETT | STAR BEACON

South River Vineyard is hosting the Autumn Glow Festival from 7-10 p.m. Thursdays through 
Sundays until Nov. 2

CHRISTOPHER GILLETT | STAR BEACON

South River Vineyard is hosting the Autumn Glow Festival 
from 7-10 p.m. Thursdays through Sundays until Nov. 2



4 — All About Fall  Star Beacon, Friday, September 12, 2025

“Serving the community
for over 70 years”

1009 Main St. Conneaut
440-593-2765

OPEN DAILY AT 11

CONNEAUT 
DAIRY QUEEN

Chicken Strip Basket
A DQ® signature, all white meat seasoned chicken strips are served with crispy fries, 
Texas toast, and your choice of dipping sauce, such as our delicious country gravy. 
Available in four- or six-piece baskets. 

Chic
A DQ
Tex
Available in four- or six-piece bas

TRY ONE OF OURY ONE OF OUR SIGNATURE STACKBURGERS
Two Deluxe

Cheeseburger
Original

Cheeseburger

FlameThrowerFlameThrower Loaded Steakhouse

SimakSimakSimakSimak
TRUCKING & EXCAVATING, INC.
Serving & Supporting the Community since 1956

3052 E Center Street • P.O. Box 599
North Kingsville, Ohio 44068

www.simaktruckinginc.com
(440) 224-1992

CHRISTOPHER GILLETT

cgillett@starbeacon.com

ASHTABULA — The 
third annual Harvest in the 
Harbor will take place from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sept. 21 on 
Bridge Street.

The event celebrates 
locally-grown food, Harbor 
Gardens co-owner T Gallo 
said.

“It’s all about us, which 
means [it is] all about every 
single person living in this 
community,” she said.

Gallo, one of the event’s 
main organizers, said she 
and others were inspired to 
start the event to promote 
the food sources that exist 
in the county.

“We actually have a local 
food movement happening 
in the county,” she said.

Gallo the festival will fea-

ture several smaller events.
“We have cooking demos 

all slotted throughout the 
whole day at Harbor Gar-
dens,” she said.

There will be other events 
throughout Bridge Street, 
Gallo said.

“We have music over by 
Carlisle’s Pavilion,” she 
said. “We have tomato tast-
ing that is free and open to 
the public to vote on their 
favorite tomato. We have a 
sourdough baking compe-
tition.”

Gallo said there are 
amateur and professional 
section to the sourdough 
competition. It will be 
judged by former State 
Representative John 
Patterson, Plain Dealer 
Reporter Paris Wolf and 
Flannel Dog Farm owner 
Alan Block, who is a 

professional sourdough 
baker.

Both the sourdough com-
petition and tomato tasting 
are new for the festival.

Gallo said people can also 
participate in “Stroll Down 
Bridge Street,” an activity 
where they can fill a card 
with stamps from places 
they stopped along Bridge 
Street.

“There are 10 spots to get 
stamps,” she said.

If the person gets 10 
stamps, they can enter into 
a drawing to win Bridge 
Street Bucks, which can be 
used at businesses on the 
street.

There will be several ven-
dors at the event, including 
food trucks, who will focus 
on at least one local food 
item or product, Gallo said.

“I, as well as a lot of peo-

ple, are really excited about 
the local food movement, 
because ... local food is 
more nutrient dense and far 
more tasty,” she said.

Ashtabula County is 
becoming well-know for 
blueberries, Gallo said.

“We also have people that 
are interested in grow-
ing hazelnuts,” she said. 
“Hazelnuts are just a bush 
— a bush that can be fully 
producing in three to five 
years.”

Gallo said there will 
be food from Trumbull, 
Geauga and Lake counties, 
as well as some producers 
from Pennsylvania.

“We have a new pawpaw 
farm [from Pennsylvania] 
that we just learned about,” 
she said. “They’re new to 
our area. They have over 
500 pawpaw trees.”

Gallo said plants grown in 
nutrient-depleted areas that 
have to be shipped across 
the country tastes different 
from locally-grown food.

“I love celebrating local 
food, because we have 

some of the best produce 
in the world,” she said. 
“If you ask me, we have 
the best tomatoes. If you 
ask me, we have the best 
peppers.”

Harvest in the Harbor later this month

STAR BEACON FILE PHOTO

Attendees of last year’s Harvest in the Harbor Local Food 
Festival shop at Harbor Gardens.
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WINE
BEER

TOBACCO

ORDER YOUR WINGS TODAY!

2328 Lake Avenue, Ashtabula

440.992.5046

BESTWINGSVOTED BEST WINGS
IN ASHTABULA COUNTY

BY WARREN DILLAWAY

warren@starbeacon.com

JEFFERSON — The 
Ashtabula County Cov-
ered Bridge Festival will 
have a different feel this 
year, but is still expected 
to draw people from all 
over the country Oct. 11-
12 to experience the var-
ied bridges in the county.

The festival will take 
place throughout the 
county at most of its 19 
covered bridges, ACCBF 
Executive Director Ginger 
Whitehead said.

There wlll be no central 
site for the festival this 
year, which means there 
will also not be parade, 
she said.

The decision was made 
for a variety of reasons, 
but lack of volunteers was 
a big part of the change, 
Whitehead said earlier 
this year.

The 19 bridges are 
located throughout 
Ashtabula County and 
include the nation’s 
longest, Smolen-Gulf 
Bridge and shortest, West 
Liberty Street Bridge in 
Geneva, and are best seen 
through a driving tour, 
according to the festival’s 
website.

Whitehead said the 
return to bridges will 
bring people back to the 
roots of festival, that has 
been a major event on the 
county’s fall calendar for 
more than 35 years.

The central location 
has been the Ashtabula 
County Fairgrounds and 

Giddings Park, but it now 
will be focused at the 
Smolen-Gulf Bridge and 
the Harpersfield Covered 
Bridge, where there is 
ample parking.

Whitehead said more 
than half the activities 
that took place at the 
fairgrounds last year will 
happen at the Harpers-
field Covered Bridge this 
year.

She said most of the 
activities will take place 
on the south side of the 
Grand River. Whitehead 
said the Friends of the 
Harpersfield Covered 
Bridge will have presen-
tations on the bridge, 
entertainment and food 
options.

Many activities will also 
take place at the Smo-
len-Gulf Bridge.

Many visitors come for 
the weekend to make sure 

they can get to all the 
bridges, Whitehead said. 
She said there have been 
a lot of requests for maps 
and places to stay.

Bean soup will be fea-
tured at the Smolen-Gulf 
Bridge this year, and 
most of the 19 bridges 
will have an organization 
on-site.

Another new element 
for the festival will be 
vendors along the path 
to the Riverview Bridge, 
which is located under the 
Smolen-Gulf Bridge.

The Harpersfield site 
will have a mural children 
can paint, and entertain-
ment will include mobile 
performers.

“Come hungry, come 
curious, and come ready 
to celebrate our histor-
ic covered bridges in a 
brand new way,” the 
festival’s website states.

Covered Bridge Festival 
takes on a different form

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON FILE PHOTO

Amy Wright, of Willoughby, and Jack Bilinski, of Wickliffe, take a selfie at the Smolen-Gulf 
Bridge in Plymouth during the 2024 Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival.

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON FILE PHOTO

Visitors gathered at the Netcher Road Covered Bridge 
during the 2023 Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival.
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JOIN OUR WASH CLUB TODAY!
• 1 Monthly Payment • 1 Monthly Payment 
• Touch-Free• Touch-Free
• 24/7 Usage• 24/7 Usage
• Family Plans Available• Family Plans Available
• Locally Owned & Operated• Locally Owned & Operated

OUR LOCATIONSOUR LOCATIONS
2116 East Prospect Rd. Ashtabula, OH2116 East Prospect Rd. Ashtabula, OH

525 Main Street Geneva, OH525 Main Street Geneva, OH
1547 Mentor Ave. Painesville, OH1547 Mentor Ave. Painesville, OH

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON FILE PHOTO

Laura Holiga, of Beavercreek, participates in the 
grape stomping contest during the 2024 Grape Jam-
boree in downtown Geneva.

STAR BEACON FILE PHOTO

Visitors shop at the Ashtabula’s Farmers Market during last year’s Harvest in the Harbor.
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Fall In Love
With a Whole New Look
Breathe new life into your living space 
this fall with a fresh new color!

The perfect mix of Quality, 
Price and Service...Since 1961!

J & W Paint Co.

5836 Woodman Ave. | Ashtabula
440-997-0905 | www.jandwpaint.com

On Friday, Sept. 26 at 
9 p.m., downtown will 
change from a busy area 
to a festival in the matter 
of several hours. The ven-
dors enter the downtown 
area and set up shop like 
clockwork.

On Saturday morning, 
the festival gets roll-
ing with a blessing by 
Mike Cole, of the Unit-
ed Church of Geneva, 
followed by the introduc-
tion of Grape Jamboree 
spokesman Jeff Tanchak 
at 10:10 a.m.

The always-popular 
grape stomping con-
test begins with youth 
divisions at 11:45 a.m. 
Saturday, and continues 
at 12:15 p.m. with adults 
splattering grapes all over 
themselves and anyone 
who gets too close.

The same contests are 
scheduled for 12:30 and 

1 p.m. respectively Sunday.
A key to the weekend 

festival is the money raised 
for local charity groups, 
such as service organiza-
tions and churches, that 
sell grape ice cream and 
grape pies.

Sunday morning will 
also feature a community 
church service starting at 

10:30 a.m. That after-
noon, a welcome will take 
place for visiting royalty 
from festivals around the 
state.

Geneva’s GI’s, the Ge-
neva High School Show 
choir, is scheduled to per-
form at 4:20 p.m. Sunday, 
followed by the Sojourner 
Quartet, a gospel choir, at 

5 p.m.
Kelly heads a large 

committee that makes the 
event occur. “For 60 years, 
the volunteers have done 
such a good job, it is hard 
to improve,” he said.

He said the commit-
tee tries to make a 10% 
incremental improvement 
each year.

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Members of the St. Helen Unicycle Team from Newbury 
participate in the 2023 Grape Jamboree Parade in downtown 
Geneva.

THRILL: Grape Jamboree celebrating 60th anniversary this year
FROM PAGE 2
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ALL SOLID HARDWOOD FURNITURE

and Bulk Foods

If you have furniture on your mind, better quality is hard to find

cherryvalleyamishfurniture.com

HOURS: MON-SAT 8AM-4PM | CLOSED SUNDAY
440-293-6736

Solid Oak and
Cherry Furniture

Bulk Foods • Gifts

WHY BUY POLY?
• Maintenance Free • 20 Year Warranty
• All Stainless Steel Fasteners So It Will Not Rust
• Quality, Comfort & Design For Your Backyard
Our Goal is to Give You Quality From Our Family to Yours!!!

BEDROOM SETS DINING ROOM SETS

TV STANDS ROCK LEDGE BUNK BEDS

OFFICE FURNITURE

RECLINERS

BULK FOODSGLIDERS

FIRE PITS

LIGHTHOUSES

COFFEE & END TABLESISLAND CABINET

OUTDOOR FURNITURE

FIREPLACELOCKER
HALL SEAT
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SOFA/ RECLINER

QUALITY LIVING 
ROOM FURNITURE

• 25 YR WARRANTY 
• SOLID WOOD FRAME 
• HIGH DENSITY FOAM

5391 Hayes Rd.
Andover, Ohio 44003   

CHECK OUT OUR 
NEW DISPLAY LIVING 

ROOM FURNITURE 
WITH SOFAS

ALL SOLID HARDWOOD FURNITURE

cherryvalleyamishfurniture.com

Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-4pm | Closed Sun
440-293-6736
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• Quality, Comfort & Design For Your Backyard
Our Goal is to Give You Quality From Our Family to Yours!!!

BEDROOM SETS DINING ROOM SETS

TV STANDS

BULK FOODSGLIDERS

FIRE PITS

LIGHTHOUSES

COFFEE & END TABLESISLAND CABINET

AREARE

5391 Hayes Rd.
Andover, Ohio 44003

SOFA / RECLI NER
QUALITY 

LIVING ROOM
FURNITURE

• 25 YR WARRANTY
• SOLID WOOD FRAME
• HIGH DENSITY FOAM

CHECK OUT
OUR NEW DISPLAY

LIVING ROOM
FURNITURE
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