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PURSUE WITH PURPOSE
Through the CCP program at Kent
State Ashtabula, Devin Hanna *18
earned his associate’s degree in
Information Technology several
weeks before his high school
graduation and started on his
career path in an in-demand field.

[ENT ST/E UNIVERSIT Y

i)

WHILE STILL IN HIGH SCHOOL.

I

The COLLEGE CREDIT PLUS program at Kent State Ashtabula offers eligible high school

students the opportunity to earn college credits which may also fulfill their high school

graduation requirements. And, best of all, IT’S FREE!*

Students can get a head start on college by taking courses like English,

mathematics, biology, anatomy, history and more.

Find out how to take advantage of this FREE PROGRAM by visiting the website or !
attending one of our Information Nights soon at your school! ASHTABULA

* Qualified students must meet admissions guidelines.
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and David Dermer.

Return to a full season

What a difference a
year makes.

At this time last year,
high school football
teams were preparing
for a six-game regular
season — uncertain if
that would even happen
due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

Each team had the
opportunity to play
a postseason game if
they chose to.

Eliminated teams
could play additional
games up to 10 or until
Nov. 14.

This season, coaches
have been preparing
for a normal season,
whatever that means
nowadays.

Teams have 10
regular-season games
scheduled like usual,
barring any coronavirus
issues.

“The kids aren’t as
antsy,” Pymatuning
Valley coach Neal Cros-
ton said after a recent
practice. “They did not
know what was going
on last year. This year,
there’s not as many
questions. They're a
little more relaxed.”

Grand Valley coach
Clint Nims concurred
with Croston.

“This offseason had
a different feel to it,”
Nims said. “Last off-

season we had to be

in groups of 10, so
players didn’t get to
see each other. But this
year it’s so much better,
the camaraderie within
our team is so much
better.”

There are differences,
though.

The season starts
today and ends Oct. 23,
which is a week earlier
than previous seasons.

The playoffs will also
start a week earlier as
the playoffs have been
expanded from eight
to 16 teams in each
region.

In Ashtabula Coun-
ty, Lakeside, Edgewood
and Geneva will all play
Kirtland.

The defending Divi-
sion V state champions
have moved into the
Chagrin Valley Confer-
ence Chagrin Division.
Harvey has dropped to
the CVC Valley Divi-
sion.

Concerning the play-
offs, I'm all for giving
players a chance to

play in the postseason.
There’s just some-
thing different about
the playoff atmosphere
that each player should
experience.

But I would rather see
the top four teams in
each region have byes in
the first week. Unlike the
NFL and college, most
high school football
teams doesn’t have the
luxury of adding players
as the season goes or a
roster of up to 100 play-
ers in case of injuries or
other reasons. Often-
times, a 1-16 matchup is
lopsided.

Each team in Ohio has
returners, while also
facing questions. That’s
just the nature of the
beast.

But coaches have also
had an offseason of
trying to figure out who
will play what position
and when.

They've also had more
time as teams could
acclimate in July and be
ready to hit the ground
running in early August.

Players who are at
one position last year
may not be at the same
one this year.

And these changes
are likely to continue as
the season progresses.

Ashtabula County
has two new coaches

that graduated from
Lakeside. Brandon
Hanna takes over for
Ed Rankin at Jefferson.
Olajuwon Cooper is
leading Edgewood.

Here at the Star
Beacon, we’ll have Dan
Hiner, Mike Shaffer,
John Hutchison and
David Negin covering
games. More correspon-
dents may be added to
the mix.

And, of course, War-
ren Dillaway will be
around with his usual
array of quality photos.

The football preview
is included in this
section, and includes
stories, schedules,
photos and rosters for
the nine Star Beacon
schools, including
Lakeside, Edgewood,
Jefferson, Geneva, PV,
GV, Conneaut, St. John
and Madison.

So as we move to an-
other season, good luck
to the players, coaches,
fans, schools — and
even the officials (as
Grand Valley graduate
Eric Mauk pointed out
to me recently).

The goals, as al-
ways, are to have good,
competitive games, as
few injuries as possi-
ble, and no inclement
weather.

Let the games begin.

WEEKBYWEEKSCHEDULE === |

Week 1
All games at 7 p.m.
Aug. 19

ug.
Edgewood at Cogneaut
Aug. 20
Geneva at Madison
Lakeside at Brush
Grand Valley at Jefferson
Pymatuning Valley at Mineral Ridge

Rittman at St. John

Week 2

All games at 7 p.m. unless noted
Aug. 27

Madison at Lakeside

GV at Edgewood

Collinwood at Geneva

Jefferson at Harvey

Medina Buckeye at Conneaut
Cardinal at PV

Aug. 28
Sebring McKinley at St. John, 6

Week 3

All games at 7 p.m. unless noted
Sept. 3

Edgewood at Jefferson

Villa Angela-St. Joseph at Lakeside
Springfield Local at Geneva
North East at Conneaut

GVatPV

Madison at Perry

SEE SCHEDULE, 14
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BY DAN HINER
dhiner@starbeacon.com

CONNEAUT — The
returning players on the
Conneaut football team
remember their playoff
loss to Cardinal Mooney.
After the game, coach
Rocco Dobran said his
team ran out of gas
while dealing with their
opponent’s size.

“Understanding what
we need to go against and

Upgrade upfront

Conneaut Spartans

Conneaut improves size for 2021 football season

it's something we need
to chase,” senior lineman
Nick Osborne said.

That’s why the Spar-
tans hit the weight room
as soon as possible.

Dobran wanted the
Spartans to run the ball
effectively in 2020, but
the necessary players
weren’t big enough to
handle the offense.

This year, however, the
returning linemen are
larger. And the Spartans

have Zack Rice returning
at running back. Dobran
finally gets a chance

to reinstitute his run
offense.

“It’s going to be very

‘We knew going into this year
we need to get better in our
run game and our offensive

line, and that’s been a focus.’

Rocco Dobran
Conneaut foothall coach

important that they
click,” Dobran said.
“They can make adjust-
ments on their own.
Fortunately, we do have
a very smart offensive

line this year. Our first
group’s real smart and
do good in the class-
room. And Zack’s that
type of runner that’s

ferent from last year’s
group. He said his

35 players have come
out with a positive atti-
tude and work ethic.

gonna find a hole wher- “I think making those
ever it is.” technical changes will
The Spartans finished = make us 10 times better

the season 4-6, but
closed the campaign
winning two of their last
three games, beating
Cardinal and Girard (Pa).
Dobran stressed that
this year’s roster is dif-

because we have size,
we have skill, we have
heart,” Osborne said. “So
I think that if we listen
to our coaches and work

SEE CONNEAUT, 5

WORKMASTER™ 255 SUB-COMPACT
RELIABLE, POWERFUL, EASY TO OPERATE

RUGGED, EFFICIENT POWER

The WORKMASTER™ 255'large displacement. fuel
efficient diesel engine has the power you'll need to
make short work of your to-do-list.

SIMPLE TO OPERATE

With its well placed, clearly marked and
color coded controls you'll be operating the
WORKMASTER™ 255’like a pro in no time.

EASY ON AND OFF

WORKMASTER'S CLEAR-THRU™, flat deck operating
platform makes getting on and off a breeze.

SMALL BUT MIGHTY

The WORKMASTER™ 255
sub-compact tractor is the
perfect “first step” tractor for
homeowners and AG-lifestylers
who need a hard-working,
versatile small tractor to handle
the chores a garden tractor just
can't. it's ready to take on your
yard, landscape, gardening and
property maintenance jobs. Its
compact size makes it easy to
operate and maneuver around
obstacles and in confined spaces.

V% NEW HOLLAND

AGRICULTURE

Tractor Sales, Inc.

A

A PACKAGE THAT'S RIGHT FORYOU

Choose tractor and implement package combination that's right for
your needs.

« Loader package

« Loader backhoe package

« Loader and mid-mount mower package

« Mid-mount mower package

The 100LC front loader turns you into a one-person moving crew,
allowing you to

load and move dirt,
mulch. firewood,
snow and more. The
905GBL backhoe adds
digging, excavating
and trenching to your
capabilities. The mid-
mount mower mows
five-foot wide to cover
large lawns in a hurry.

Visit our website for more info and comprehensive videos that tell you more about the New Holland Workmaster 25s or reach out to one of our sales professional to help you decide on the package that fits your needs the best. They can

6192 Warren Rd NE, Cortland, Ohio 330-924-2555 ha

help you with pricing and financing option available. Visit us today at one of our 2 convenient location, Cortland and Conneaut Ohio and get your test ride visit us today.

5042 Center Rd, Conneaut, Ohio 440-594-3216
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CONNEAUT: Rice returns at RB for Spartans

FROM PAGE 4

on getting those things
right, really, there’s not
much that can stop our
run offense.”

The Spartans start the
season against Edge-
wood tonight.

Their remaining
schedule consists of
teams they haven’t
faced in years, accord-
ing to Dobran.

“There’s two teams
on our schedule that we
played last year,” Dobran
said. “The other teams
we haven’t faced for at
least three years. We're
definitely taking this one
week at a time.”

The regular summer
will also play a part in
the Spartans’ success,
Dobran said. He said
the lack of summer
work played a part in
their approach in 2020.

“We knew going into
this year we need to
get better in our run
game and our offensive
line, and that’s been a
focus,” Dobran said.

QUARTERBACK

Senior Kiefer Man-
dagelo takes over at
quarterback for Jake
Slayton, who graduat-
ed. Mandagelo has the
ability to throw and run
from under center. And
he also has some playing
experience after seeing
time in Conneaut’s play-
off game last season.

RUNNING BACK

Rice, a junior, re-
turns as the Spartans
primary ball carrier.
Rice received hon-
orable mention hon-
ors on the Division
V Northeast Lakes
District for his perfor-
mance last November.
Last season, Rice finished
with 691 rushing yards
and five touchdowns.

WIDE RECEIVER

Senior Chase Car-
penter is expected to
help fill the void left by
standout tight end-re-
ceiver Tellus Andrews,
who graduated.

Junior Owen Shields

SCHEDULE

All games at 7 p.m.
Aug. 19: vs. Edgewood
Aug. 27: vs. Medina Buckeye
Sept. 3: vs. North East
Sept. 10: at Grove City
Sept. 17: at Hickory
Sept. 24: vs. Girard (Pa.)
Oct. 1: vs. Slippery Rock
Oct. 8: at Sharon
Oct. 15: vs. Titusville
Oct. 22: at Ft. Leboeuf

is also expected to be
an important piece in
the Spartans’ passing
game. Rice caught 18
passes last season.

OFFENSIVE LINE
Osborne is the leader
of the offensive line
at center. He’ll lead a
group of around 15
lineman, including
three other seniors.
Junior Daykon Chabot
and senior Robert Hag-
strom are expected to
assist in the run game
at tight end while also
making catches.

DEFENSIVE LINE
Chabot will get time

ROSTER [

Name Year Ht. Wit. Pos.

2. Kiefer Mandagelo 12 5-9 150 QB/S

. 3. Zack Rice 11 5-11 175 RB/DB

at defensive end, and 4. Chase Carpenter 12 60 160  QB/WR/DB

Osborne will play 5. Daykon Chabot 11 5-11 240 RB/LB

d after bei 6. Nathan Myers 9 5-8 120 WR/DB

nose guard atter being 7. Jason Herd 12 511 170 WRILB

named a team captain. 8. Natharé Koston 11 6-1 160 QB/DB

. 10. Levi Corlew 12 6-0 150 WR/DB

Chabot recorded five 11. Noah Hamm 9 6-0 141 WR/DB

sacks last season. 12. Exzavior Martin 9 6-0 190 RB/DB

13. Bryce Spurlin 10 6-0 180 QB/LB

19. Ethan Osborne 10 5-11 140 WR/LB

LINEBACKER 21. Owen Shields 11 5-8 150 WR/DB

; 22. Troy Turner 11 6-0 150 WR/DB

Seniors Jason Herd 23, Max Gleason 10 58 150 WR/DB

and Joey Bowen were 24, Wyatt Payne 10 5-8 144 RB/DB

; 28. Ty Covill 10 59 155 RB/LB

named captains and 30, Larry Hamm 11 6-4 155 WR/DB

will man the lineback- 44, Robert CHagstrom 12 63 240 ('SE/DL

it i 50. Daren Christine 1 5-10 235 L/DL

er positions. The pair 51. Moses Schwartz 11 5-10 180  OLDLLB

started at linebacker 52. Joey Bowen 12 60 170 OL/LB

last season. 54. Elisha Nadeau 10 5-9 250 OL/DL

55. Chase. Zimmerman 10 6-0 205 OL/DL

58. Scotty Edwards 10 6-0 215 OL/DL

DEFENSIVE BACK 60. James Herd 10 5-10 195 8L/DL

. . 62. Jaydon Anderson 9 6-0 225 L/DL

Shields claimed a 64. Owen Taylor 9 55 140 DL

spot at corner in camp 66. aa\ﬂn hll?\lsbit} 9 6-0 267 8::;8'[

. 67. Michael Newlun 9 6-0 250

alongside Carpenter. 70. Clinton Rand 9 58 255 OL/DL

Senior Levi Corlew has 73. Nick Osborne 12 59 235 8L/DL

; 74. Patrick Kantola 12 6-4 260 L/DL

also received some reps | 7012 adden 11 6-1 270 OL/DL

on the outside. 78. Eric Woods 12 6-0 220 oL/DL
Assistant coaches: Tim Tallbacka, Tony Pasanen, Tony Todaro, Bill

Lipps, Eric Hodges, Matt Pape.
SEE SPARTANS, 6

HARBOR REALTY
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The 2021 Conneaut football team.

e

SPARTANS: Conneaut has depth at DL

FROM PAGE 5 workload he’s expected
to take on both sides of
the ball. When Rice is
out, Mandagelo will fill

his spot at safety.

Rice and sophomore
Wyatt Payne have taken
the safety positions.
Dobran plans to get
Rice a little rest from
time to time due to the

SPECIAL TEAMS

ways punted with their ~ duties, but the kickoff

quarterback. could come down to a
So Mandagelo will line  strategy.
up slightly deeper on Dobran said he could

fourth-and-long situa-

tions this season.
Carpenter will han-

dle the place kicking

use Chabot or Carpenter
on kickoff, depending on
what he wants at that
moment.

The Spartans have al-

Open Tue-Sat CALL & ASK ABOUT
OUR NEWEST SPECIALTY

1la.m.-7 p.m. DAYS! WED-SAT

SALTY’'S BUTCHER SHOP

Deli * Catering * Specialty Meats

926 Main Street, Conneaut, Ohio 44030
(440) 593-1701 « saltyzach8@gmail.com

Play/All

AWARDS & ENGRAVING

"Locally Owned for 28 Years!”

GOOD LUCK
SPARTANS!

4542 MAIN AVENUE, ASHTABULA
440-992-7529

WWW.PLAYALLAMERICA.COM

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON
Conneaut’s Chase Carpenter grabs a pass against
Pymatuning Valley during a recent scrimmage at
Conneaut.
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Edgewood Warriors
Warriors moving forward

Interim coach Cooper believes Edgewood 15 *headed m the ‘night direction’

BY MIKE SHAFFER
sports@starbeacon.com

It may be a year of
uncertainty concern-
ing the head coaching
position at Edgewood,
but according to in-
terim coach Olajuwan
Cooper, that will have
no effect on the team’s
focus will be for this
season.

Simply put, the
Warriors are looking
to move forward — re-
gardless of what cir-
cumstances they have
to deal with.

“Adversity makes you
better,” said Cooper, a
Lakeside graduate. “We
understand that a lot of
people are hit with a lot
of different things, a lot
of teams face a lot of
different stuff.

“If we can develop
that mentality of don’t
blink, don’t flinch, take
everything in, process

it, evaluate it and then
go back and implement
things, that will help us
become better. That’s
kind of where we're

at. So we're embracing
everything that comes
that way.”

Cooper, who took
over the program in
early July, believes that
embracing different
situations can be the
catalyst to improve-
ment.

“Adversity reveals
who you are,” Cooper
said. “It reveals who
you really are, if you
can handle being down
two scores in the fourth
quarter and be able to
come back. I've found
that our kids have a lot
of resolve just because
they have taken every
challenge head-on and
I think we’re headed in
the right direction.”

A big reason to
believe the program

is headed towards the
better is an increase
in roster size this fall.
Edgewood has around
40 players out for

pads and a helmet this

summer, which is a
considerable improve-
ment from the past few
years.

The increase in num-
bers should provide

ﬁ#?

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON
Edgewood’s lzaiah Harris makes an interception during a recent 7-on-7 scrimmage.

a level of depth that
could be very benefi-
cial.

The added depth is
one thing, bringing
back some talented

players is another, and
the Warriors have their
share of them.

Senior record-set-
ting quarterback Zach
Winchell will once again
be the Edgewood QB.
He’ll have one of the
most athletic playmak-
ers in the county in
senior Izaiah Harris,
and senior Troy Peter-
son, one of the best
lineman in the county,
protecting his blind-
side.

What could help the
Warriors most, how-
ever, is the emergence
of a running game,
something that has
been lacking the past
few seasons.

Expect Edgewood
to continue to be a
pass-first offense, but
with more maturity
upfront along with
some skilled athletes

SEE WARRIORS, 8

WATERPROOF PLANK CLICK $2.39

25 yr. warranty
SQ. FT. & UP

GOOD LUCK

CARPET $1 99 $Q. FT. & UP

- O
.a

Installed
with Pad

MATTRESS SETS

WARRIORS

229 00 AND UP

AA.. .
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WARRIORS: Winchell, Harris, Peterson

among the key returners for Edgewood

FROM PAGE 7

competing for spots in
the backfield, Cooper
believes his team could
have enough rushing
to balance the passing
attack.

Defensively, the
Warriors will run a
four-man front, giving
the linebackers and
secondary all the
freedom they need to
make plays.

Edgewood will open
with county rival
Conneaut. A year ago,
the Spartans sealed a
close game with a big
play late in the fourth
quarter to get out of
Corlew Stadium with a
22-13 win. The Warriors
will also see Jefferson
and Chagrin Valley
Conference county foes
Lakeside, Geneva, and
Grand Valley.

The goal is to move
forward and improve on
last year’s 3-7 mark, but

SCHEDULE

All games at 7 p.m.
Aug. 19: at Conneaut
Aug. 27: vs. Grand Valley
Sept. 3: at Jefferson
Sept. 10: at Orange
Sept. 17: vs. West Geauga
Sept. 24: vs. Perry
Oct. 1: vs. Geneva
Oct. 8: at Chagrin Falls
Oct. 15: at Kirtland
Oct. 22: vs. Lakeside

according to the coach,
the attitude and way

his team has embraced
what’s already been
thrown at them is some-
thing he’s proud of.

QUARTERBACK

Winchell returns for
his third year as the
starter.

Last year, he broke
the Ashtabula Coun-
ty record for passing
yards in a season by
throwing for 2,365
with a 58% completion
rate and 18 touch-
downs. Backing up

Winchell are junior,
Donovan Ciesicki and
sophomore Tony Hall.

RUNNING BACK

The Warriors do not
bring back much expe-
rience in the backfield,
but Cooper likes what
he has. Sophomore
Zeke Lucas and se-
niors Santo Sanabria
and Cody Estock are
all guys that could get
some carries.

WIDE RECEIVER

Harris will be back
for his fourth year as
a varsity starter. Last
year, he led the War-
riors with 45 recep-
tions for 830 yards and
six touchdowns. He
has 112 receptions for
just over 1,700 yards
and 16 scores in his
Edgewood career.

Others who should
see some passes are
senior Christian Curry
and junior Christian

HARBOR REALTY

1009 LAKE AVENUEJASHTABULA, OH 44004 v

440.645.6967

JENNIFER BARTONE (/ JACE HATCHER

JARROD DIXON d MARY PRYATELY

Cunningham. Soph-
omore Jacob Ernst,
who is coming back
from a major injury,
will be lined up on the
outside. Another one
to keep an eye on is
freshman Zane Naylor,
who has been impres-
sive in camp as well.

OFFENSIVE LINE
Edgewood will have
one of its biggest lines

in years. Peterson will
be on the right side
protecting the Warriors
southpaw quarter-
back’s blindside. On
the inside, Edgewood
seniors Kaleb Summers
and Will Cooper are
the projected starters
at guard.

At center, coach
Cooper raved about
sophomore Nick Barg-
er, who is transitioning
to a varsity lineman,
and is expected to be a
formidable part of the
Edgewood line. At right
tackle is sophomore
Nick Wyman, a hockey
player, who will bring
the physicality from

SEE EDGEWOOD, 9

ROSTER
Name Year Ht. Wt. Pos.
1. |zaiah Harris 12 6-2 210 Ath.
2. Jon Heath 12 5-11 180 WR/DB
3. Christian Cunningham 11 6-1 170 WR/DB
4. Jacob Ernst 10 6-0 160 WR/DB
5. Cody Estock 12 5-10 180 WR/DB
6. Christian Curry 12 5-11 175 Ath.
7. Zach Winchell 12 6-1 190 QB/DB
8. Austin Zall 10 5-10 150 WR/DB
9. Jackson Gillespie 10 5-8 145 WR/DB
10. Mikey Bisbey 10 5-11 160 WR/DB
12. Santo Sanabria 11 5-11 205 RB/OLB
13. Donovan Ciesicki 11 6-0 175  WR/OLB
15. Tony Hall 10 59 170  QB/OLB
16. Zane Naylor 9 5-7 140 Ath.
17. Justin Jury 12 5-9 160 WR/DB
18. Ben Swartfigure 9 5-8 140 WR/DB
20. Michael Ochoa 9 5-9 145 WR/DB
21. Hunter Braat 10 5-8 140 WR/DB
22. Zeke Lucas 10 5-8 175 RB/ILB
25. D’Angelo Sanchez 9 5-6 140 WR/DB
27. Noah Annick 10 5-9 150 WR/DB
29. Coby Rockwell 12 5-11 145 K
30. K'Den Hommes 9 5-9 160 RB/OLB
44. Ray Braat 11 6-1 235 TE/LB
45, Seth Enos 10 5-9 170 RB/ILB
50. Nick Wyman 10 6-2 220 OL/DL
51. Sean Applebee 12 6-3 260 OL/DL
52. Austin Pal 9 5-10 180 OL/DL
53. Patrick Fagan 10 5-9 170 OL/DL
54. Alex Malasky 9 5-8 185 OL/DL
55. Troy Peterson 12 6-3 240 OL/DL
56. Chris Skwera 10 5-9 175 OL/DL
57. Kaleb Summers 12 6-2 235 OL/DL
70. Keith Coy 10 6-0 260 OL/DL
74. Jack Leehan 10 6-1 240 OoL/DL
75. Nick Barger 10 6-0 245 OL/DL
77. Payton Newsome 11 6-3 245 OL/DL
79. Will Cooper 12 6-2 308 OL/DL
82. Logan McEndree 12 5-11 160 WR/DB
87. Aiden Kachersky 9 5-8 140 K
Assistant Coaches: Tyler Welton, Rob McEndree, Ted Barger, Nate
Winchell, Jesse Browning, Jeff Herron, RJ Baldwin, Jim Dufour, Ricky
Baldwin, Danny Addair, Chuck Fultz, Mike Greenlief.
‘I've found that our kids have a
lot of resolve just because they ;A .
have taken every challenge E&
head-on, and I think we're 8
headed in the right direction.’
Olajuwon Cooper
Edgewood interim football coach

Glass

Residential ¢ Commercial e Industrial
replacement windows e entrance doors e plate glass e storm & screen repair
glass block e custom mirrors e tabletops e storm doors e shower doors

storefront replacement & repair

428 Center Street ¢ Ashtabula, Ohio 44004
(440) 998-1990 « Fax: (440) 998-1991

www.metcalfglass.com

Anthony Metcalf, Glazing Contractor
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The 2021 Edgewood football team.

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

EDGEWOOD: Warriors to run four-man up front on defense

FROM PAGE 8 quarterback. Peterson
and Wyman will be on
the edge. On the inside,
Will Cooper will be over

the ball at nose tackle.

snaps this fall.

LINEBACKER
Lucas and fellow
sophomore Seth Enos

his games on the ice to
the gridiron.

DEFENSIVE LINE The other inside spot have earned the nick-
The four-man front could be a rotation of name the “Bash Broth-
should help Edgewood  players, but junior Ray  ers” for their ability to

Braat is someone who
has come on strong
and could see a lot of

slow down opposing
run attacks as well as
put pressure on the

run recklessly smash-
ing into everything they
see. They'll play on the

AWARDS & ENGRAVING

"Locally Owned for 28 Yeans!”

GOOD LUCK
WARRIORS!

4542 MAIN AVENUE, ASHTABULA
440-992-7529

WWW.PLAYALLAMERICA.COM

PlayAll

inside. Sanabria, Estock,
and Ciesecki are work-
ing at outside backer.

SECONDARY

Curry and Cunning-
ham will man the cor-
ner spots, while Harris
has the ability to cover
from sideline to side-
line at his safety spot.

D&D Auto
Center, LLC

Brakes, Tires,
Alignments & more

Derek Mullins - Owner
danddautoservice@live.com

419 Center St.
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004
440-992-8050

Cooper has been
impressed with the sec-
ondary’s ability to come
up and help against the
run as well as handle
pass coverage.

SPECIAL TEAMS

Two soccer play-
ers have come out to
handle the placekicking

duties for Edgewood.
Senior Coby Rockwell
has been pretty good
on field goals this sum-
mer, while freshman
Aiden Kachersky has
nailed down the task of
handling kickoffs. Both
are also slated to punt.
Harris should be the
primary kick returner.

Tony’s Deli & Catering

OPEN DAILY 10:00 AM T0 5:30 PM
CLOSED WEEKENDS
CHICKEN e MEATBALLS
SAUSAGE & PEPPERS * MEATLOAF
HOT & COLD SUBS e FRESH SALADS
PIZZA BURGERS ¢ MAC-N-CHEESE ¢ AND MORE!

3523 State Rd. « 998-6968

li www.tonyscateringdeli.com
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BY DAN HINER
dhiner@starbeacon.com

HARPERSFIELD
TOWNSHIP — The Ge-
neva football team was
on a roll in the postsea-
son last year. But they
ran into a buzzsaw in
Chardon, the eventual
Division III state cham-
pion.

With that said, Geneva
head coach Chip Sorber
thinks his team has the
potential to replicate
that success in 2021.
But the Eagles will be
younger when they face
Madison in Week 1.

Sorber admitted
that the skill positions
were the “strong point”
of the team during
camp. The Eagles,
though, have players
coming back at key
positions throughout
the team.

The Eagles have 38
players on the roster

IN STOCK MATTRESS SALE!

Greneva Eagles

New faces key for Eagles

(eneva looks to transition some younger players this season

important than oth-
ers,” Sorber said. “It’s
the kind of year where
we’re probably going to
be transitioning some
younger guys into some
positions.”

While the players are
younger, they are also
athletic. Geneva has a
number of players who
could slot into different
positions on either side
of the ball.

Gavin Juodenas, a
senior guard and line-
backer, said the added
versatility is a benefit
that some teams can’t
use to their advantage.

“It’s great to have
athletes that can adapt,
and they’re smart,

Geneva’s Brady Peet relaxes during a break during a recent scrimmage with Char-
don at SPIRE Institute in Harpersfield Township.

this season, with 26
players returning from
last year. That small but

SYMBOL

aTh
10 Yr. Full Wai

rranty

LAKE

RETNATTRES

LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN...GUARANTEED!

experienced group will
be critical to the Eagles’
success in 2021.

6656 N. Ridge Rd.

MADISON

Corner of Rt. 528 & Rt. 20

Mon.-Fri. 10-6 » Sat. 10-4
Sun. 12-3

too,” Juodenas said.

The biggest questions
for Sorber and the
Eagles revolve around
the offensive and defen-
sive lines. But Sorber is
confident in his athletes
on the edge.

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

“Some years [leader-
ship is] very important
and it's even more

12 months

. Same as Cash
on Carpet &
Mattresses

-Stock Carpeting
WHOLE HOUSE DISCOUNTS!

“We're really excited
about the speed and
range that we have on
both sides of the ball,”
Sorber said.

The depth chart was
a question throughout
camp. Sorber wanted
to see how the players
reacted to the grind of
camp and the competi-
tion from scrimmages
before determining
where the young play-
ers would land.

“You're looking at
younger players, po-
tentially sophomores,
being able to handle
things — mentally and
physically. Both are crit-
ical,” Sorber said.

QUARTERBACK

The Eagles lost their
quarterback, Ben Sci-
bona, to graduation in
the spring. Senior Wyatt
Fuduric is stepping

SEE EAGLES, 11
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EAGLES: Fuduric to lead offense from QB position

FROM PAGE 10

under center after sit-
ting as a backup for the
last three years.

Fuduric was named
the starting quarter-
back before the Eagles
opened camp. Sorber’s
focus in camp was
developing a couple
players to step in a QB
if needed.

RUNNING BACK

Brady Peet returns for
his senior season. Peet
played the last three
years for the Eagles in
their run-heavy offense.

Jacob Wilson will slot
in at fullback for the
Eagles as a blocker or
Peet.

WIDE RECEIVER

The Eagles feature a
deep receiver group. Se-
niors Dominic Quinn
and Clayton Queen are
the leaders of the posi-
tion group, while Sorber
has high expectations
for sophomores Ken-
ny Young, Luke Smith
and Giovanni Rice.

OFFENSIVE LINE

Johnny Haeseler
returns on the offensive
line for his junior sea-
son. Juodenas, a senior,
is the leader along the
line at guard.

Michael Amato and
others are in the mix
for playing time along
a young offensive line
unit.

DEFENSIVE LINE
Haeseler will be called
to not only contribute

SCHEDULE

All games at 7 p.m.

Aug. 20: at Madison

Aug. 27: vs. Collinwood
Sept. 3: vs. Springfield Local
Sept. 10: at Lakeside

Sept. 17: vs. Kirtland

Sept. 24: vs. Orange

Oct. 1: at Edgewood

Oct. 8: vs. West Geauga
Oct. 15: at at Perry

Oct. 22: at Chagrin Falls

on the offensive, but
along the defensive line
as well. Sorber said he
could play either defen-
sive tackle or defensive
end this season.

The defensive line is
another position where
Sorber needs to fill some
holes with younger play-
ers battling for time.

LINEBACKER

Sorber is expecting a
big season out of Wil-
son at inside linebacker.
It will be his first time
as a full-time linebacker
for the Eagles.

Juodenas also has
some experience at line-
backer and Peet is an
outside linebacker.

DEFENSIVE BACK
Fuduric returns in the
defensive backfield for

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON
Geneva’s Clayton Queen grabs a reception during a recent 7-on-7 scrimmage at
SPIRE Institute in Harpersfield Township.

the Eagles.

Fuduric was a sec-
ond team Division III
All-Northeast Lakes de-
fender last season.
Queen has played a
number of different
positions on the field in
previous years, includ-
ing safety, corner and
linebacker.

SPECIAL TEAMS

Ethan Yost returns as
a senior to handle the
place kicking responsi-
bilities.

The Eagles were still
looking for a punter to
handle Week 1 respon-
sibilities.

ROSTER [
Name Year Ht. Wt. Pos.
2. Dylan Hamilton 12 5-11 185 RB/LB
3. Xavier Liddy 12 5-10 150 SE/DB
4. Luke Smith 10 6-0 155 QB/SE/DB
5. Will Mook 11 5-8 145 RB/LB
6. Ethan Yost 12 6-0 165 K
7. Brady Peet 12 6-0 180 RB/LB
8. Evan Suttie 11 6-0 160 RB/DL
9. Matt Van Sickle 10 57 150 RB/DL
11. Christian Santiago 11 59 155 RB/LB
12. Kenny Young 10 6-1 160 QB/SE/DB
13. Dominic Quinn 12 6-0 160 SE/DB
14. Daniel Hall 11 5-8 145 SE/DB
15. Logan Queen 10 5-11 150 RB/LB
16. Josh Cupp 12 6-0 165 QB/SE/DB
18. Rece Degroodt 11 5-9 150 RB/DB
19. Wyatt Fuduric 12 6-2 210 QB/DB
20. Anthony Albee 11 5-11 145 SE/DB
21. Matt Wright 10 5-9 160 RB/LB
22. Jacob Wilson 11 6-0 205 RB/DL
23. Clayton Queen 12 6-0 170 TELB
25. Giavonni Rice 10 5-8 150 RB/DB
26. Nick Germack 10 5-10 165 TE/DL
29. Andrew Carroll 10 6-0 175 TE/DL
31. Knaulidge Cahill 10 5-10 145 RB/DB
32. Jordan Boss 11 5-10 150 SE/DB
44, |saac Riddell 10 5-11 170 TE/LB
48. Justyn Mook 12 6-2 200 TE/DL
52. Mike Amato 12 6-0 175 OL/DL
55. Trent Calhoun 12 6-2 210 OL/DL
56. Wyatt Habina 10 5-10 240 OL/DL
57. Jackson Furlan 10 59 270 OL/DL
59. Gavin Juodenas 12 5-11 205 OL/LB
60. Johnny Haeseler 11 5-11 225 OL/DbL
61. Matt Hoover 11 5-10 190 OL/DL
67. Jon Butterfield 10 5-10 160 OL/DL
70. Kenny Pavlisin 10 6-0 220 OL/DL
73. Jason Thrower 10 5-10 220 OL/DL
74. Jon Alley 10 6-3 250 OL/DL
77. Jacob Kendall 11 5-11 200 OL/DL

79. Jacob Tanner

11 6-4 270 OoL/DL

Assistant coaches: Don Shymske, Matt Peet, John Mirabell, Jay Corlew.

‘Some years [leadership is] very
important and it’s even more

the kind of year where
we're probably going to
be transitioning some
younger guys into some
positions.’

Chip Sorber

Geneva football coach

WARREN DILLAWAY |
STAR BEACON
Geneva’s Wyatt

v —w Fuduric grabs an
S

| interception during
| arecent scrimmage
at SPIRE.
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The 2021 Geneva football team.

“Your hidden choice on the hill”

Since 1986

Ron Beldmg & Cmdy Carman

564 Kiwanis Park Drive, Geneva

(440) 466-4291

www.beldingmonuments.com

Major Fruel/alue.

SIGN UP TODAY
-IT'S FREE!

Truelalue
REWARDS'

Satisfaction Earned.

START RIGHT. START HERE.

We Ship Via UPS
Shop 24/7 at

truevalue.com
440.466.0404
55 North Broadway
Geneva, OH 44041

Behind Every Project Is a Jzuzl/alue

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

o Jim!Crawford
e MikelGoddard

Independent Insurance Agent

5ISHEorestiStGeneva

440-466-1144

Carol’s Corner
Child Care

AND LEARNING GENTER Open

6AM to

* Ages 6 weeks to 12 years ;"‘*ﬁ * CACFP 6PM

* State Licensed L 55 s quility % Preschool/Child Care inclusive
* Developmentally appropriate curriculum
* Breakfast, hot lunches and snacks included

440-3466-7040
82 Eastwood Street Geneva, OH 44041 e Fax: 440-466-8317

www.carolscornerchildcare.net
pportunity provider and employer” Contract

* Before and after school program
* Step up to Quality - Four Star

with Ashtabula and Lake County Job and Family Services

SELECTION

Can Your Own 32 oz. Craft Beer
CHECK OUR OUR GROWLER SYSTEM

LOWEST
OF CRAFT PRICES ON |SELECTION

CIGARETTES | OF WINES

440-466-7130

119 N. BROADWAY*GENEVA

8AM-9PM MON-SAT. « 9AM-8PM SUN.

RAYMOND

BUILDERS SUPPLY S
466-4470 = 942-9384

4680 N. RIDGE E., GENEVA, OH 44041

* Face Brick e Mortar
* Concrete Block < Retaining Walls
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* Plastic Pipe e Sidewalk
* Culvert Pipe Pavers
* Cement




Star Beacon, Thursday, August 19, 2021

KICKOFF 21 — 13

BY DAN HINER
dhiner@starbeacon.com

ORWELL — Last sea-
son didn’t go as expect-
ed for the Grand Valley
football program.
Admittedly, no team in
the state went through
2020 without facing the
unexpected.

Mustangs head coach
Clint Nims said he has
49 players on this year’s
roster — that’'s down
from 56 last year. How-
ever, the 2021 team does
have 17 seniors.

The Mustangs went
0-10 last season in
Nims’ third season
leading the program.
They’ll also get an
early series of tests to
start the season.

They will look to
snap their skid when
they host Jefferson in
Week 1. The Falcons
are the first of three
games against Ashtabu-
la County opponents,

Grand Valley Mustangs

Mustangs bring back 17 seniors for 2021 season

with the others being
Edgewood in Week 2
and Pymatuning Valley
the following week.

“We got some guys that can
throw it and we got some guys
| that can catch it well. I think

the guys up front will be able to
open some holes for us.’

Clint Nims
Grand Valley football coach

“It was probably the
hardest schedule we ever
played,” Nims said. “Our
record might not show it,
but I think we did some
good things that allowed
us to get better.”

The Mustangs had a
young roster last
season that consisted
of 25 freshmen and
sophomores. Now, that
young roster has a sea-
son under its belt. And

DAVID DERMER | SPECIAL TO THE STAR BEACON
Grand Valley’s Kamden Cottrell throws a pass during a recent practice at Grand
Valley High School.

Nims believes the
Mustangs are prepared
to turn experience into
wins in 2021.

The offensive line is a
work in progress given
the inexperience up
front. The lineman have
the size, they just need
some playing time.
And junior Jason Byers
believes the unit has
potential if they can
continue to develop.

“We need to focus,”
Byers said. “We need
to pay attention more.
We need to make [the
younger linemen] hit
the books a little more,
make them understand
what’s going on. But
other than that, they
all have the potential. I
know they do. I've seen
it in all of them.”

Nims is excited for
the talent at the skill
positions. He said he
expects to rotate some
players at various posi-
tions. Senior Zach Hall,
who is a quarterback
and linebacker, could
be one of a couple
players that could see
time at another posi-
tion since Nims wants
to take advantage of his
roster’s athleticism.

“We got some guys
that can throw it and
we got some guys that
can catch it as well,”
Nims said. “I think
that the guys up front
will be able to open up
some holes for us.”

QUARTERBACK

Nate Boiarski returns
at quarterback for the
Mustangs. The junior
started last season and
was a key component in
the team’s passing and

GV counting on veterans

SCHEDULE

All games at 7 p.m.
Aug. 20: vs. Jefferson
Aug. 27: at Edgewood
Sept. 3: at Pymatuning
Valley
Sept. 10: at Berkshire
Sept. 17: vs. Hawken
Sept. 24: at Harvey
Oct. 1: at Cardinal
Oct. 8: at Rootstown
Oct. 15: vs. Crestwood
Oct. 22: vs. Beachwood

running games. Boiarski
rushed for 564 yards
with four touchdowns
last season.

RUNNING BACK

The Mustangs have
to replace production
from Joe Sieracki, who
saw time at running
back and tight end.
Seniors Hunter Perry,
Hunter Kundrat and
junior James Phillips
are returning letter
winners who are listed
as running backs on the
roster.

WIDE RECEIVER

Seniors Will Seger
and Perry will lead the
receivers. Sophomore
Robert Rogers will also
be an important pass
catcher for GV.

SEE MUSTANGS, 14
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ROSTER [
Name Pos. Ht. Wi. Year

1. Hunter Kundrat 12 6-0 200 RB/LB
2. Justin Hagan 10 59 160 RB/LB
3. William Seger 12 6-2 170 WR/DB
4. Austin Lilly 9 5-10 150 WR/DB
5. Hunter Perry 12 5-10 205 RB/DL
6. Trent Doyle 11 5-8 145 WR/DB
7. Sammy Goforth 9 5-10 150 QB/DB
8. Zach Hall 12 6-0 180 QB/LB
9. Hunter Hayes 10 5-9 125 WR/DB
10. Matt Wengard 12 5-5 140 WR/DB
11. Robert Rogers 10 6-2 170 WR/DB
12. Kamden Cottrell 10 5-8 140 QB/LB
13. John Foss 8 5-8 150 WR/DB
14. Nathan Boiarski 11 6-3 185 QB/DB
15. Caden Vetty 12 5-11 185 WR/DB
16. Aidan Whitright 11 6-0 160 WR/DB
17. DJ Webb 12 6-0 215 QB/DL
18. Dylan Hivick 11 6-0 160 WR/DB
19. Nick Krieg 9 6-0 160 WR/DB
21. Braden Hart 9 5-11 175 RB/LB
22. Conner Sullivan 10 5-4 176 RB/LB
23. Logan Jones 11 5-8 130 WR/DB
24, Trenton Crum 11 5-11 160 WR/DB
26. Andrew Soltis 9 5-7 150 QB/LB
28. Tanner Lee 10 5-8 150 WR/DB
30. James Phillips 11 5-7 160 RB/LB
36. A. Baumann 12 6-0 215 TE/DL
38. CJ Samsa 12 5-9 172 TE/LB
39. Chase McDonald 9 5-8 152 WR/DB
40. Casey Turner 11 6-0 200 RB/LB
43. Brenton Mihalov 12 6-0 170 RB/DL
44, Keegan Hart 12 5-10 165 RB/LB
50. Trevor Mullen 10 5-9 210 OL/DL
51. Jason Byers 11 6-0 250 OL/DL
52. Quinn Newell 9 5-8 160 OL/DL
54. Reese Kuhn 12 6-1 230 OL/DL
55. Noah Fletcher 12 5-7 160 OL/DL
56. Brandan Warne 12 5-8 260 OL/DL
58. Brendon Hamilton 12 5-10 170 WR/LB
64. Charlie Clason 11 5-9 155 OoL/DL
65. Logan Martin 11 6-6 315 OoL/DL
70. David Utt 9 5-4 160 OoL/DL
73. Tyler Murphy 9 6-0 180 OoL/DL
74. Paul Marcum 9 6-3 285 OL/DL
75. Andrew Hall 12 5-10 290 OL/DL
77. Tyson Taylor 9 5-9 250 OL/DL
79. Brady Bogdan 10 6-2 200 OL/DL
Assistant coaches: John Glavickas, Josh Kocab, Michael McGovern,

Jay Yuhasz.

MUSTANGS: Boiarski back to lead GV offense

FROM PAGE 13

OFFENSIVE LINE

The Mustangs were in
the process of determin-
ing their offensive line
during camp. All five line-
men from last season’s
team graduated. Juniors
Logan Martin and Byers
will lead the offensive
line. Sophomore Brady
Bogdan will also start.

DEFENSIVE LINE

Bogdan will be the big
man in the middle of
the Mustangs’ defen-
sive line.

Perry will also start
on the edge.

The remaining spots
on the defensive line
will come down to who
shows the most prom-
ise among the young
linemen.

LINEBACKER

Junior Casey Turner
and Hall will be the
focal points at the
linebacker position.

The position group
features a mix of
experience and youth,
with Alex Baumann
and Brendon Hamil-
ton returning as letter
winners from last
year.

DEFENSIVE BACKS
Aidan Whitright is the
senior in the secondary.
Juniors Trent Doyle
and Trent Crum, Boiar-
ski and Rogers will
round out the rest of
the defensive backfield.
Senior Matt Wengard
is also in the mix for
some playing time.

SEE GV, 15

DAVID DERMER | SPECIAL TO THE STAR BEACON

Grand Valley’s Andrew Soltis hauls in a pass during a recent practice at GV High School.

SCHEDULE: Weekly schedule for Ashtabula County, Madison teams

FROM PAGE 3

Sept. 4
Akron Springfield at St. John, 2

Week 4
All games at 7 p.m.

Sept. 10
Geneva at Lakeside
Edgewood at Orange
Conneaut at Hickory
Jefferson at Girard
PV at Rootstown
GV at Berkshire

St. John at Windham
South at Madison

Week 5
All games at 7 p.m.
Sept. 17
St. John at PV
Lakeside at Perry
Kirtland at Geneva
Niles at Jefferson
West Geauga at Edgewood
Conneaut at Hickory
Hawken at GV
Riverside at Madison
Week 6

All games at 7 p.m. unless noted
Sept. 24
Lakeside at West Geauga
Orange at Geneva
Perry at Edgewood
Girard (Pa.) at Conneaut
Jefferson at Hubbard
GV at Harvey
PV at Fairport
Madison at North
Sept. 25
St. John at Lutheran East, 1

Week 7
All games at 7 p.m.

Oct. 1
Geneva at Edgewood
Chagrin Falls at Lakeside
Slippery Rock at Conneaut
Struthers at Jefferson
GV at Cardinal
PV at Windham
Chalker at St. John
Kenston at Madison

Week 8
All games at 7 p.m.
Oct. 8
Lakeside at Kirtland
Edgewood at Chagrin Falls

West Geauga at Geneva
Jefferson at South Range
Conneaut at Sharon

GV at Rootstown

PV at Chalker

St. John at Mathews
Madison at Chardon

Week 9
All games at 7 p.m.

Oct. 15
Orange at Lakeside
Edgewood at Kirtland
Geneva at Perry
Poland at Jefferson
Titusville at Conneaut

Toronto at PV
Crestwood at GV
Mayfield at Madison

Week 10
All games at 7 p.m.

Oct. 22
Lakeside at Edgewood
Lakeview at Jefferson
Geneva at Chagrin Falls
Conneaut at Ft. LeBoeuf
Beachwood at GV
Mathews at PV
Fairport at St. John
Garfield Heights at Madison
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The 2021 Grand Valley football team.

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

DAVID DERMER | SPECIAL TO THE STAR BEACON
Grand Valley’s Matthew Wengerd intercepts a pass and is tackled by Chase McDonald during a recent prac-
tice at Grand Valley High School.

GV: Hall, Turner key LBs

Dylan Hivick will be
the place kicker.
Wengard and sopho-
more Justin Hagan will
handle the returns.

FROM PAGE 14

SPEICAL TEAMS
Boiarski will be the
punter, while junior

—) i
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MIDWAY CHEVROLET INC.

320 E. Main St. - P.0. Box 100
Orwell, Ohio 44076
www.midwayorwell.com

Bus. Phone:  440.437.6200
Warren Phone:  440.685.4200
Fax: 440.437.1040

Toll Free: 1.888.494.8208

Let us help you with all or just
part of your party or event

We fit into any budget. You won't find prices
on our menu, because we price out each
order individually.

Pickup, Delivery or

Serving On-Site

wen'’s Catering

0

—— 440.478.3429

DON'T PASS ON
HAVING YOUR FURNACE
CLEANED THIS FALL!
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J&$S HEATING & €ooling
Rock Creek (440) 563-3985 o..c v
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Jefterson Falcons

New approach for Falcons

First-year head coach Hanna focusing on mental aspect

BY DAN HINER
dhiner@starbeacon.com

JEFFERSON — High
school football camps
tend to run along the
same track.

Practices typically
consist of some combi-
nation of conditioning,
position drills and team
reps.

Coaches focus on the
physical and fundamen-
tal side of the game.
But Jefferson’s first-
year coach Brandon
Hanna is focusing more
on the mental aspect.

After getting some
stretching in early
in the day, the team
breaks off into line-
men and skill position
players.

The linemen practice
blocking and shedding
while the skill guys
walk through plays and
reads.

That portion of

practice usually takes
around 45 minutes
before the players get a
water break.

Afterward, the two
groups unite to run
through team reps. The
coaches also make sure
the players get a ses-
sion in the film room
in between the team’s
practices.

“The beginning of
this looks like a Thurs-
day walk-through for
us,” Hanna said. “Just
refreshing the brain.
We've sent a lot of stuff
our via social media,
our sites, and putting
things out for them to
study.

“So in the beginning,
it’s almost like we'’re
getting ready for the
test. We got a test in
an hour, make sure we
refresh their memo-
ries. Walking through,
teaching, going through
techniques every day.”

B
—— T ———— -

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Jefferson’s Grant Hitchcock picks off a pass during a recent home scrimmage

against Cardinal Mooney.

The Falcons beat Grand
Valley in the 2019
season opener, snap-
ping an 18-game losing
streak.

Jefferson is in the
middle of a rebuild that
saw progress the last
two seasons under then
head coach Ed Rankin.

NAPA AUTO PARTS

Family Owned & Operated

JEFFERSON AUTO PARTS, INC.

30 South Chestnut St.
Jefferson, Ohio 44047
440-578-3691

A,

5o

Falcons!

Play'/All

AWARDS & ENGRAVING

"Locally Ouned for 28 Years!”

GOOD LUCK
FALCONS!

4542 MAIN AVENUE, ASHTABULA

440-992-7529

i,

WWW.PLAYALLAMERICA.COM

They finished last
season 3-7 and lost to
Martins Ferry in the
first round of the Divi-
sion V playoffs.

Hanna’s goal is to
get into the top half of
the Northeast 8 Con-
ference. The Falcons
went 1-5 in the NES8 last
season.

Jefferson bested
Lakeview 49-7 in the
final conference game
in the sixth game of the
season.

The Falcons almost

beat Hubbard in Week
2, but lost 21-16 after
they were unable to
cash in on a blocked
punt in the final min-
ute.

“We're excited to play
some local teams to
start the season off, but
ultimately, we’re look-
ing to compete with the
South Ranges, Girards,
Polands, Struthers and
Hubbard,” Hanna said.

The mental approach
was the way to go,
according to Hanna.
But he said that could
change as the season
progresses.

It all depends on how
the players react to the
lessons and if they con-
tinue to improve.

“All the greats touch
the basics, even in the
pros,” Hanna said.
“That where we want to
be — just keep teach-
ing, teaching, teaching.
Then we take the test
for the last hour, eat
some lunch and get in
the weight room after
that.”

QUARTERBACK

Grant Hitchcock
returns at the quar-
terback position after
starting last season as a

SEE FALCONS, 18
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Start the |
Season
with a
Smiile!

SA
mirin. $213

WITH A ROUTINE CLEANING*

*For New Patients. Some Restrictions apply.
Call Our Office for More Details

SQQOO

Professional
Teeth Whitening

Get the brighter, whiter
and healther smile
you've been wanting!

Dental Group of Jefferson
Casey Hammond, DDS - Stephanie Pichler, DMD
78 North Chestnut - Jefferson, OH - 440-576-7040
www.dentalgroupofjefferson.com
WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCES

S passer and runner last

FALCONS: Hitchcock back

at quarterback for Jefferson

FROM PAGE 16 back position.

Hanna said he could
play all three depend-
ing on the weekly game
plan and the produc-

tion of each player.

SCHEDULE

All games at 7 p.m.
Aug. 20: vs. Grand Valley
Aug. 27: at Harvey
Sept. 3: vs. Edgewood
Sept. 10: at Girard
Sept. 17: vs. Niles
Sept. 24: at Hubbard
Oct. 1: vs. Struthers
Oct. 8: at South Range
Oct. 15: vs. Poland
Oct. 22: vs. Lakeview

sophomore.
Hitchcock was a
threat with the ball as a

season.
WIDE RECEIVER

Trent Hodge returns
at receiver and is ex-
pected to take on a larg-
er role in the offense
under Hanna. Hodge
started last season, but

RUNNING BACK

The Falcons need to
replace Daniel Bruck-
man, who was the
Falcons’ primary ball
carrier last year. Ju-
niors Wade Woodworth
and Blaze Blankenship

‘Walking
through,
teaching,
going through
techniques every
day.’

and sophomore Luke
Funtash are competing

for the starting running SEE JEFFERSON, 19

Brandon

Hanna
Jefferson football
coach

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON
Jefferson’s Wade Woodworth looks for running room
during a recent home scrimmage vs. Cardinal Mooney.

1009 LAKE AVENUE dASHTABULA, OH 44004

440.645.6967

JENNIFER BARTONE (/ JACE HATCHER
JARROD DIXON ¢/ MARY PRYATELY
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The 2021 Jefferson football team.

JEFFERSON: Hod dtobeused | o "
u O ge eXpeCte tO e use Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Year
1. Jonathan Waszil WR/DB 5-9 145 12
° ° ° °,° ° 2. Kaige Boczar WR/DB 5-8 145 9
1n a varel erent positions and I0rmations | & e woodon - E8ts 50 e
4. Grant Hitchcock QB/DB 5-11 170 11
6. Caden Heinly QB//CB 5-9 145 10
7. Trent Hodge WR/DB 5-8 155 11
i R i 8. Ben Rankin WR/DB 5-9 140 10
FROM PAGE 18 saw some time last sea-  linebacker positions. S0 Patrick Bocbe WRIDB 5 50 11
son at right guard and The Falcons also have 11. Blaze Blankenship RB/DB 59 160 1
Hanna expects to use right tackle. several underclassmen 12- Ea&"dFE”ItS X Vgglfl?g 55-170 1‘718 1(1)
the Jjunior in .a.variety of Junior Cole Brake that could step in and 1. Gl#ai,soﬁn@:mpbe” WR/DB 510 145 10
different positions and didn’t play last season provide depth over the 3:23 Qntlrgcgly Snank VF\IIEK//IE)EI;_ g-g 168 13
; ; i ; . Nick Roac - 5
formations in 2021. due to injury, but he is course of the year. %6, Wade Jones WR/DB I 135 9
Hanna expects to see an offensive tackle. 32. Caleb Kemp OL/DL 5-7 140 10
i 35. Eric Deary RB/LB 5-11 170 1
some plays fr‘”.n senior DEF_ENSIVE BACK 40. Bradley Williams OL/DL 5-10 150 9
Jonathan Waszil. Hanna DEFENSIVE LINE Hitchcock and Hodge | 42 Preston Reams TELB 6-0 190 11
was also impressed with Senior Brent Dietrich will return to the sec- ‘513- gJIPaF[tﬂdlge y 8::;8:: 2-3 1?2 12
freshman Kaige Boczar. and Brake will sit in the ondary after plaYIHg 52: J:h?l K?r‘]’\ll(gg\;s I TE/LB 5:8 200 11
center of the defensive  last season. Sophomore gg Eresiog F;earr:\s %/%E 2-8 190 12
; ; ; . Brent Dietric! - 75
OFFENSIVE LINE line at tackle. _ Caden Heu_lly V\_rlll also 26, Brandon Osfiner OL/DL 510 200 10
Juniors Mason Paw- WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON Senior Ben Feick could see some time in the 60. Andrew Atkins OL/DL 5-10 150 10
lowski, Sam Discher and ~ Jefferson’s Blaze Blan-  also see some time defensive backfield. 0. Devin Cowell oLt AR
Reed Edgar return on kenship tries to break along the offensive and 68. Sam Discher oLDL 63 265 11
the offensive line. a tackle during a home defensive lines. SPECIAL TEAMS ;g ‘éVI|I|lag1 Ckade 8::;8:: g-a ;gg 1(1)
Pawlowski will re- scrimmage with Cardinal Feick returns at 75. M‘;;*on’sa‘v’vlowski oL/DL 60 230 11
tain his spot at center, Mooney. LINEBACKER kicker for his senior 76. Blade De La Rosa OL/DL 6-0 365 10
while Discher stays at Juniors Wade Wood- season. He will also gg: ?g:fBErﬂ%ﬁrrnan V(\;IF_{//BIEB g:g ]?g ](1)
left guard and Edgar blindside at left tackle. worth and Preston handle the punting Assistant coaches: Melvin Leath, Mel Hanna, Robbie Eckert, Rey
protects Hitchcock’s Senior Cole Pawlowski Reams will man the responsibilities. Tirado.
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Lakeside Dragons

Looking to flip the script

BY MIKE SHAFFER
sports@starbeacon.com

Over the years, the
Lakeside football pro-
gram has found that
breaking a run of sea-
sons below .500 with
a winning campaign
hasn’t been as much
a hurdle to clear as it
has been a mountain to
climb.

As his team prepares
for this fall’s run at it,
coach Buzz Edwards
will be leaning on ex-
perience, improvement
with depth and condi-
tioning in pursuit of
what he hopes can be
Lakeside’s first winning
season in more than a
decade.

With 11 seniors on
the roster, the most
ever in Edwards’ four
years and nearly triple
what he had a year ago,
the coach not only has

his most mature team
but also players who
have been in his system
for four years.

This year’s se-
niors have attained a
6-23 record over the
past three seasons,
including last year’s
3-7 mark. Edwards said
that it is time for the
Dragons to scale that
mountain.

“I told our seniors
‘It’s our turn now,”
the coach said. “We've
been through the fire,
we’ve been through the
beatings. Now, it’s time
to flip the script, and be
the ones that are giving
the beatings and not
taking them.”

Flipping the script
will rely on what should
be a much improved
Lakeside defense and
the ability on offense to
get the ball to playmak-
ers, namely running

Dragons seek to scale the mountain in tough GVC

e

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Lakeside’s Mike Olson attempts a diving reception during a recent practice at Lake-

side High School.

have been in Edwards’
system for four years
now. The coach said the
difference has already
shown up on the prac-
tice field.

“In the past, it was

back J'Shon Sanders,
who rushed for 999
yards in only seven
games last season.
The biggest factor,
though, could simply
be having players that

like starting every
summer for installs,”
Edwards said. “This
year the tweaks and the
detail stuff, it’s not like
‘What guy I got?’ It’s
more like ‘How detailed

can I get in my stance
or how detailed can I
get in my route that I'm
running?’ That’s been a
lot of fun to coach and
there have not been as
many distractions”

Not only are the Drag-
ons in the same system,
they are also better con-
ditioned from Edwards’
offseason regiment.

“You can definitely
see it in our older guys
and even in our younger
guys,” the coach said.
“You can see the differ-
ence in the confidence
guys have when we line
up. I think this is the
first year since I've been
here where we are not
outmatched physically
almost every week. We
should be even faster and
stronger than most of the
teams that we play.”

A little more depth

SEE DRAGONS, 21
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The 2021 Lakeside football team.

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

DRAGONS: Lakeside leaning

on experience, conditioning

FROM PAGE 20 have their home-opener
against Madison the fol-
lowing week. Lakeside
will also play Division
V state champs Kirt-
land. The Hornets have

moved up to the CVC

on the team this year
will also allow Edwards
to switch some guys

in and out and should
help late in games.

The Dragons have a Chagrin Division with
couple of good early Harvey going to the
tests with a trip to Valley Division.

Brush in Week 1, then Despite the 3-7 record

from a year ago, there

HARBOR REALTY

1009 LAKE AVENUE (JASHTABULA, OH 44004

440.645.6967
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were at least a few
games that everyone
within the program
felt they let slip away,
including a 21-19 loss
to West Geauga in the
opener and 40-34 de-
feat to Perry.

=

SEE LAKESIDE, 22

JENNIFER BARTONE ¢/ JACE HATCHER
JARROD DIXON ¢/ MARY PRYATELY
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AWARDS & ENGRAVING

"Locally Owned for 28 Yeans!”

GOOD LUCK
DRAGONS!

4542 MAIN AVENUE, ASHTABULA
440-992-7529

WWW.PLAYALLAMERICA.COM

Italian American Cuisine Over 60 years in business

You'’re ~

Tuesday Senior Citizen Day 10% Off
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. RESTAURANT
Visit Lakeway.com for Full Menu

Siep i and Ty Our Rellisions Dally Speckls

Mon. - Sat. 7am to 9pm Sunday 7am to 8pm

729 Lake Ave., Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 » Wifi

Featuring Fine Arabica Coffees from

Around the World
Hand Crafted Expresso Drinks
Locally Baked Goods
All Fruit Smoothies

OPEN 7 AM - 7 PM EVERYDAY

1003 Bridge Street, Ashtabula, OH 44004
440-964-9277
harborperk.com
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LAKESIDE: Donahue, Raffa solid on defense

FROM PAGE 21

With added expe-
rience, strength, and
depth, Edwards believes
his team is ready to flip
the script.

“We talked about it all
offseason,” he said. “We
were probably about
five plays away from
being a 6-4 football
team. So, it’s about
learning from those
mistakes and getting
better from those mis-
takes.

“In the past, we've
not done a great job of
handling adversity. We
need our players to step
up and handle adversity
better. We're getting
there, I don’t know if
we're there yet, but we're
getting there and that’s
going to be the biggest
step for us this year.”

QUARTERBACK

Garrette Siebeneck
returns to the starting
job under center. A
year ago, the senior
appeared in six games,
completing 45 of 87
passes for 563 yards
to go with four touch-
downs and six intercep-
tions.

Edwards calls Siebe-
neck “a team player
that will do whatever it
takes to help his team
win.”

He’s had a strong
camp and is playing
much better than where
he was a year ago.
What the coaching staff
wants is for their quar-
terback to consistently
hit the short quick

SCHEDULE

All games at 7 p.m.
Aug. 20: at Brush
Aug. 27: vs. Madison
Sept. 3: vs. Villa Angela-St.
Joseph
Sept. 10: vs. Geneva
Sept. 17: at Perry
Sept. 24: at West Geauga
Oct. 1: vs. Chagrin Falls
Oct. 8: at Kirtland
Oct. 15: vs. Orange

Oct. 22: at Edgewood

passes, understanding
that the big plays will
open up in time.
Sophomore Alex
DiSalvatore is slated to
back up Siebeneck.

RUNNING BACK

Sanders, a junior, av-
eraged more than 100
yards a game last year
and scored 11 touch-
downs.

One of the keys for
the coaching staff will
be keeping him out of
the trainer’s room. The
surplus of guys with the
ability to run the ball
should help that effort.

Senior AJ Raffa, the
strongest player on the
team, went for nearly
500 yards last year on
86 carries.

Senior Lorenzo Lagoa
also saw some time in the
backfield. Throw in se-
nior Elijah Jefferson and
freshman Nate Bartone,
and it’s easy to see why
Edwards is excited about
the position group.

RECEIVER

The Dragons lost
their top four receivers
from a year ago, open-
ing the door for a host

of new players to have
a chance at catching the
football.

Junior Malachi Mat-
lock had an outstand-
ing offseason and has
looked good in camp.
Juniors Mike Olson and
Cameron Mitchell were
strong on the JV squad
a year ago.

Look for junior Jamil
Haynes to show up in
the passing game as
well. The Dragons will
typically not deploy a
tight end, but sopho-
more Jimmy Timonere
provides a big inside
receiver for the offen-
sive.

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN

Senior Sam Petros may
be one of the best line-
men in Northeast Ohio
according to Edwards.
Whether it’s run or pass
blocking, Petros has the
size, strength and quick-
ness to do whatever is
asked of him.

He’ll be the only
senior upfront to start
the season.

After that, the Drag-
ons are young but
have some experience.
Sophomores, Randy
Valeriano started every
game last year and Gavin
Grant started eight. The
center will be another
sophomore, Hassani Sy,
who played very well on
the JV team a year ago.
Grayson Petros, an ex-
tremely strong freshman
could also crack the line
this year.

DEFENSIVE LINEMEN
The teeth of the Drag-

ons 3-5-3 defense will
be the linebacking core,
but the guys up front
certainly have a lot of
ability as well.

Senior Anthony Do-
nahue was a disruptive
force last season, and
he’ll be back at the nose
tackle position.

Senior Morgan Bish
played two years before
moving to Florida last
year.

He’s back this season
and has looked good
in camp, as has senior
Yunior Valeriano.

LINEBACKERS

Senior Thomas Allen
has had a tremendous
camp. Raffa brings not
only strength but great
speed to the position.

Lagoa should also
provide plenty of
punch. Bartone will
also probably get some
snaps as well as a few
other guys.

SECONDARY

Junior Angelo Collazo
anchors the defensive
back from the safety
position. Matlock, Ol-
son and Haynes are the
corners.

SPECIAL TEAMS

Chris Chamberlain
was solid on extra
points and field goals
a year ago. He'll be
challenged by sopho-
more Aiden Hathy, who
kicked for the JV team
a year ago. The return
game should feature
Matlock, Elijah Jeffer-
son and Haynes, and
Collazo.

ROSTER I
Name Year Ht. Wt. Pos.
2. Jamil Haynes 11 511 151 DB/RB
3. Mike Olson 11 5-9 147 DB/WR
4. Angelo Collazo 11 5-9 140 DB/WR
5. Elijah Jefferson 12 55 156 LB-DB/RB-WR
6. J’shon Sanders 11 5-5 195 DB/RB
7. Alex DiSalvatore 10  6-1 162 DB/QB
9. Shaun Forbes 9 6-1 152 DL/TE
10. Jimmy Timonere 10  6-1 173 DB/WR
11. AJ Raffa 12 510 196 LB-RB/WR
12. Jackson Huffman 9 5-3 111 DB/WR
13. Malachi Matlock 11 5-8 165 DB/WR
14. Jon Higgins 11 54 139 DB/WR
16. Jayden Cooper 9 510 201 LB/QB
18. Garrette Siebeneck 12 63 181 DL/QB
20. Thomas Allen 12 511 186 LB/TEH
21. Nate Bartone 9 5-5 206 LB/RB
22. AJ Sassler 9 5-6 172 LB/RB
23. Marcus Thompson 9 5-8 155 LB/WR
25. Morgan Bish 12 59 210 LB/OL-H
27. Malachi Donahue 1 510 148 DB/RB
28. Lorenzo Lagoa 12 58 182 LB/RB
30. Fransico Rodriguez-Chavez 9 5-10 146 DB/WR
32. Anthony Donahue 12 62 196 DL/TE-RB
33. Martin Rea 10 53 158 LB/OL
34. Devaughn Jefferson 9 5-6 168 LB/RB
45, Owen Canter 9 6-0 162 DL/OL
51. Yunior Valeriano 12 5-10 190 DE/OL
52. Sam Petros 12 62 273 DL/OL
53. Kaleb Burnheimer 9 510 188 LB/OL
54. Ethan Hastings 9 6-0 196 LB/OL
55. Randy Valeriano 10 58 225 DL/OL
57. Abi Ortiz 10 59 207 DL/OL
59. Gavin Grant 10  6-1 250 DL/OL
62. Hassani Sy 10 58 224 DL/OL
63. Michael Canter 9 510 174 LB/OL-TE
66. Anthony Ashley 9 5-7 196 DL/OL
67. Grayson Petros 9 6-1 247 DL/OL
72. Liam Beatty 9 510 220 DL/OL
74. Delonta Miller 12 59 279 DL/OL
77. Dylan Northrup 10 59 225 DL/OL
83. Cameron Mitchell 11 511 160 LB/WR-TE
84. Aiden Hathy 10 62 155 K
86. Chris Chamberlain 12 5-10 180 K

Assistant coaches: Lou Edwards, Bob Frey, Josh Hartz, Scott Collins,
Ryan McEndree.

‘You can see the
difference in the
confidence guys have
when we line up. I
think this is the first
year since I've been
here where we are not
outmatched physically almost
every week. We should be even
faster and stronger than most of
the teams we that play’

m\":ﬂ_ﬂ” \

Buzz Edwards
Lakeside football coach
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Madison Blue Streaks
Fresh start for Blue Streaks

Young players gained experience m unusual 2020 season

BY DAVID NEGIN
sports@starbeacon.com

MADISON — Sitting
in the weight room at
Madison High School
following a preseason
practice recently, Madi-
son offensive coordina-
tor Mike Martin turned
to head coach Mike
Gilligan and briefly
reminded his longtime
friend and colleague
of some of the strug-
gles the 2020 season
brought them.

“Of the 22 starters
who suited up Week
1 for us last season,
just nine of them were
in uniform when we
took the field the last
week of the season,”
Martin said.

The injury bug indeed
took a heavy toll on the
Blue Streaks, as Gilligan
saw key starter after key
starter sidelined through-
out a winless first season
as head coach.

“It may have been
some really bad luck,
but I think COVID had

a little to do with it
with the fact the kids
were inactive for so
long heading into the
season,” Gilligan said of
the injuries.

Nevertheless, the pan-
demic filled year is one
that Gilligan has put in
the rearview mirror.

“I'd rather not think
about that anymore,”
he said.

So while optimism is
always high at the be-

‘Our mantra with our
seniors this year is
to compete, compete,
compete.’

Mike Gilligan
Madison head football coach

ginning of any new sea-
son for football teams
across the area, the
sense of normalcy that
2021 has brought so far
to the Madison camp is
especially understood.
“It has been good be-
cause I have been able
to kind of do the things
that I wanted to do my
first year,” Gilligan said
of the offseason and
preseason so far. “For
us, football is pretty
much a year-round
sport. But a lot of the
stuff as far as being
around our guys more
and trying to create the
culture that we want
to do, it has been a lot
easier to do it when
we’ve actually been able

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON
Madison’s Kenyon Boncela looks for running room on Thursday evening during a
scrimmage at Harvey.

to spend it face to face
with our guys.”

And while Gilligan
has a roster of just 44
players heading into
the year, the adversity
of last season did have
a positive effect on the
group of good young
athletes on the field.

“There were a lot of
young guys who had to
step up and get in some
varsity time against
some really, really good
competition,” he said.
“I definitely think these
kids have gotten a taste
of it, so maybe some
of those jitters maybe
aren’t as strong so they
are more mentally aware
of what to expect.”

Fans who watch the

Blue Streaks this season
should also expect to
see a more traditional
offense than the many
spread formations used
the last few seasons.

“Offensively, sche-
matically we are trying
to return to Madison
football,” Gilligan said,
referring to the style
that Madison made a
name for itself over the
years. “We’re trying to
run some more Power-I,
smash-mouth football.”

One of the reasons
for the switch is the
excitement the staff has
for sophomore Bryant
Perkins. The 5-foot-9
185 pound Perkins start-
ed all of his freshman
season at linebacker for
the Blue Streaks, but this
year will also be moved
to tailback where he will
be one of the primary
backs featured in the
running game.

The staff also believes
the switch will allow
returning quarterback
Michael O’Brien to
improve on his junior
year where he threw for
889 yards and 7 touch-
downs in the eight
games in his first sea-
son as a starter.

By allowing the
6-foot-3 senior to run
less and be able to
use his powerful arm

SCHEDULE

All games at 7 p.m.
Aug. 20: vs. Geneva
Aug. 27: at Lakeside
Sept. 3: at Perry
Sept. 10: vs. South
Sept. 17: vs. Riverside
Sept. 24: at North
Oct. 1: vs. Kenston
Oct. 8: at Chardon
Oct. 15: vs. Mayfield
Oct. 22: at Garfield Heights

throwing downfield
more to a talented
group of wide receivers,
Gilligan is confident the
Blue Streaks will greatly
improve on the nine
points a game it scored
a year ago.

The simplified ap-
proach is important
as the Blue Streaks
still will be a young
football team, with
Gilllgann estimating at
least five sophomores
will be starting when
Madison opens the
season at home Friday
against Geneva.

Gilligan knows that be-
ing in the rugged Western
Reserve Conference with
defending Division III
state champion Chardon
among the many jugger-
nauts will challenge his
young team this year. But,
if 2020 taught him and
his team anything, it is

SEE BLUE STREAKS, 24
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ROSTER [
Name Year Ht. Wt. Pos.
2. Carson Alley 10 5-8 165 QB/CB
3. Mitch Polovic 12 5-10 175 RB/S
4. DeAnthony Curry 11 5-10 160 WR/S
5. Chase Martin 11 6-0 175 WR/S
6. Michael O'Brien 12 6-2 185 QB/CB
10. Mitch Sopko 10 6-1 175 WR/CB
11. Charlie Wade 12 5-8 155 WR/CB
12. Sam Cost 12 6-0 165 WR/CB
13. Kenyon Boncela 12 6-1 165 WR/CB
14. Julian Zappitelli 11 6-1 155 WR/CB
20. R.J. Johnson 10 5-8 145 WR
21. Noah Barnes 10 6-1 165 WR/CB
22. Tyler Wolfe 11 5-10 160 WR/S
23. Gavin Svagerko 11 5-10 160 K
24, Connor Kozlina 11 5-10 175 RB/LB
25. Jesse May 10 5-9 165 RB/LB
26. Noah Howarth 12 5-8 180 RB/LB
27. Jason Stenger 10 5-8 180 WR/LB
28. Bryant Perkins 10 5-9 185 RB/LB
31. Ethan Bovee 12 6-2 170 WR/S
32. Landon Albert 12 6-2 190 TE/LB
33. Danny Alley 12 6-2 190 FB/LB
35. Ryan Crim 12 6-3 180 TE/LB
42. Payton Schroeder 12 5-8 205 FBILB
44. Sonny Salajcik 10 5-9 165 RB/LB
45. Aiden Sample 12 5-10 185 FB/LB
50. Drew Laurie 11 6-2 230 OL/LB
51. Cole Sundquist 11 6-4 255 OL/DbL
52. Evan Rodriguez 10 6-3 225 OoL/DL
54. Yogi Cornelius 10 5-10 265 OL/DL
55. Nick Moretti 10 6-1 215 OL/LB
59. Andrew Molnar 11 6-1 205 OL/LB
62. Kodey Quiggle 10 6-1 220 OL/DL
63. Tyler Brown 10 6-1 215 OL/DbL
64. Ben Gelofsack 10 6-0 250 OL/DL
65. Jordan Watt 12 6-4 265 OL/DbL
70. Diego Ruiz 10 6-0 265 OL/DL
75. Alex Reznak 11 6-2 245 OL/DL
76. Ben Combs 12 6-5 280 OL/DbL
77. Andrew Spitler 11 6-3 275 OL/DbL
80. Joey Sanchez 10 6-3 205 TE/DL
83. Demetrius Williams 10 6-0 205 TE/LLB

Assistant coaches: Mike Martin, Tim Mainello, John O'Brien, Nick Riley,

Vince Austin

BLUE STREAKS: Young players gained

experience during last season’s unusual campaign

FROM PAGE 23

to stay focussed on the
task at hand one play at
a time.

“Our mantra with
our seniors this year
is to compete, compete,
compete,” Gilligan said.
“Along with that is
understanding that there
are so many things out
of our control that we
can’'t worry about. What
we can control is our
attitude and our effort.”

QUARTERBACK

While O’Brien returns
and big things are
expected from him with
his excellent arm talent
and intelligence behind
center, the coaching staff
is also excited about a
pair of underclassmen.

Sophomore Carson
Alley is one of them
and will be used at
various points at the
position this year. Alley
brings a speed element

SCREENPRINTING « EMBROIDERY
SEWING « BANNERS

ASHTABULA,OH MADISON, OH

3600 N. Ridge East (Rt. 20)

(440) 998-4664

1-800-686-4332 » sportsnsports.com

6584 N. Ridge East (Rt. 20)

(440) 428-4332

to his game, which
will give opponents a
different look when he
is behind center.

The other is Chase
Martin. The junior will
play most of his snaps
starting at wide receiv-
er, but the junior has
played quarterback in
the past. He has looked
good when used at
quarterback in camp
and could help there at
some point if needed.

RUNNING BACK

Perkins is slated to get
a big share of carries,
but senior Kenyon Bon-
cela proved at the end of
last season that he can
play tailback as well.

Moved to tailback late
in the season as Mad-
ison was looking for
a playmaker, Boncela
showed promise with
123 yards and a touch-
down in two games.

With Madison return-
ing to a more powerful
running attack, the play
of seniors Danny Alley
and Noah Howarth at
fullback will be a key to
that scheme.

WIDE RECEIVER/TIGHT END
Senior Sam Cost and
Martin are slated to be
the starting duo for the
Blue Streaks with soph-
omore Noah Barnes
along with seniors
Mitch Polovic and Char-
lie Wade as rotational
players or multiple
receiver formations.
All of these players

also play on defense,
with the exception of
Barnes. Because of that,
the growth of Barnes
this preseason has been
noticeable by the Madi-
son coaching staff.

At tight end, senior
Landon Albert returns
and has stood out in
the scrimmages so far.

OFFENSIVE LINE

Junior Cole Sunquist
is a returning starter
at right tackle, but has
been out during the pre-
season with an injury.

At 6-foot-4 and 255
pounds, Sunquist has
the combination of size
and toughness to be
a major factor in the
running game.

In his absence, senior
Jordan Watt (265
pounds) and junior
Drew Laurie (230) are
doing well on the end
of the line. When Sun-
quist comes back, one
will either move inside
or provide depth.

Sophomore Nick
Moretti (215) will be
the center and Payton
Schroeder (205) will be
one of the guards with
senior Ben Combs (280)
and junior Andrew Mol-
nar (205) battling for
the other starting spot.

DEFENSIVE LINE
Madison will rotate
many players along the
line in their base 3-4
defensive scheme.
Sunquist, Laurie, Watt,
Combs and Moretti all

will see some playing
time on the line along
with sophomores Joey
Sanchez and Cody
Quiggle.

LINEBACKER

Danny Alley and
Aidan Sample are slated
to be the starting inside
linebackers, with Mol-
nar rotating with them.

Perkins, who started
every game at outside
linebacker, returns
and will be paired with
senior Ryan Crim.

Albert also will see
some reps on either the
inside or outside.

DEFENSIVE BACK

The defensive back-
field may be one of
the most experienced
groups with seniors
Cost and Wade both
returning as starting
cornerbacks.

Junior Julian Zappi-
telli, along with Boncela
and Carson Alley, will
provide depth on the
perimeter. Martin, How-
arth and Polovic are vying
for the two safety spots.

SPECIAL TEAMS

Junior Gavin Svagerko
was recruited off the
soccer team and has
been tasked with all the
kicking duties for the
Blue Streaks. Sanchez and
Barnes are battling for the
punting job, with Moretti
doing the long snapping.
Cost, Martin and Wade
will handle all of the kick

returning duties.
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BY MICHAEL GRECO
mgreco@starbeacon.com

The Pymatuning Val-
ley Lakers enjoyed one
of their most successful
seasons in 2020.

The Lakers finished
8-1 overall, won a
second straight North-
eastern Athletic Confer-
ence title and reached
the third round of the
Division VI playoffs.

The strong show-
ing gave coach Neal
Croston, his coaching
staff and players some
confidence heading into
this year.

“We expect to win,”
said Croston, who is
in his 12th season of
leading PV. “It’s a little
different attitude. Last
year we had good vibes
with the seniors.”

The Lakers finished
their regular season
with six games.

They defeated Hills-
dale 18-8 after a first-
round bye before falling
to perennial power
Mogadore 32-14 in the
third round.

“We talk more situ-
ations,” Croston said.
“We know who’s not
here. We talk about
finishing a game, a play,
a quarter.”

But Croston also real-

Pymatuning Valley Lakers

ontinuing to build

Lakers seeking to keep up their winning ways

SCHEDULE

All games at 7 p.m.
Aug. 20: at Mineral Ridge
Aug. 27: vs. Cardinal
Sept. 3: vs. Grand Valley
Sept. 10: at Rootstown
Sept. 17: vs. St. John
Sept. 24: at Fairport Harding
Oct. 1: at Windham
Oct. 8: at Chalker
Oct. 15: vs. Toronto
Oct. 22: vs. Mathews

izes that this is a new
season.

“We played solid
for four quarters [vs.
Mogadore], but kind
of moved on,” he said.
“We’ve got to prove it
this year.”

The Lakers lost
significant talent from
last season’s team,
including Ashtabu-
la County Offensive
Player of the Year
Tyler Bean. The top
three rushers — Dil-
lon Knowles with 541
yards, Jonah Wilkerson
508 and Bean 434 —
have all departed.

Bean also went 51 of
77 for 902 yards with
16 touchdowns and
three interceptions
from the quarterback
spot.

Wilkerson grabbed
a team-leading 19 re-
ceptions.

On the offensive and

defensive lines Victor
Verba, the county line-
man of the year, also
graduated.

On defense, back
Mason Inman, with
six interceptions, also
departed.

But Croston is excited
what he has returning.
“We worked hard in

the weight room, but
we can work harder,”
he said. “Before prac-
tice, we already had
guys lifting 45 minutes
earlier.”

PV has a full 10 games
scheduled.

In addition to going
against conference foes
Mathews, Windham,
Fairport Harbor, St.
John and Chalker, the
Lakers also have games
against Mineral Ridge,
Cardinal, Grand Valley,
Rootstown and
Toronto.

The Lakers will play
the Mustangs for the
first time since 2018.

“That’s your rival,”
Croston said. “It’s
probably a good thing
we’re playing them
early [Week 3]. It gives
them a chance to see
how they stack up in
the county.”

Croston knows the

NAC will be a challenge.

“It's a new year,” he

DAVID DERMER | SPECIAL TO THE STAR BEACON
Pymatuning Valley’s Andrew Root, front, defends a pass in a recent practice at PV
High School.

“We have to have new
leaders and be posi-

said. “The tables can
be switched on us if

we don’t take care of
things.”

Croston said being
physical and com-
petitive with a young

squad are important. SEE LAKERS, 27
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LAKERS: Offensive line a strength for PV

FROM PAGE 26

tive,” he said. “We have
a lot of young guys. If
you can’t play physical,
you’ll have a hard time
beating anyone.”

QUARTERBACK

Seniors Garrett Smith
and Robert Verba have
been working to run the
power spread offense.

Smith was PV’s start-
ing OB as a freshman
before sustaining an
injury.

He returned as a wide
receiver when Bean
took over at QB.

RUNNING BACK

Senior Devin Ray is
PV’s top returning rush-
er. He picked up 218
yards on 31 carries with
three TDs last season.

Verba, senior Jimmy
Thomas and freshman
Ty Vickery are also
getting reps in the back-
field.

WIDE RECEIVER

Senior Andrew Root
caught just three
passes last season, but
averaged 55.3 yards per
catch.

He also scored three
TDs, and four 2-point
conversions.

Junior Devin Sharpe
and freshman Ryan
Croston are other re-
ceiver options.

OFFENSIVE LINE
Senior Tim Strang is
the center, while class-
mates Thurmond Ad-
kins and Hunter Smith
are working at guard.

DAVID DERMER | SPECIAL TO THE STAR BEACON

Pymatuning Valley’s Hunter Stevens goes through a blocking drill during a recent

practice at PV High School.

DAVID DERMER | SPECIAL TO THE STAR BEACON

Pymatuning Valley’s Damon Brainard carries the ball.

Strang and Adkins are
both returners.

Senior Dale Dehn and
junior Kameron Cargill
are the tackles.

Sophomore Ali Fazal
provides a solid
backup.

SEE PV, 28
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ROSTER [
Name Year Ht. Wt Pos.

2. Garrett Smith 12 6-1 205  WR/QB/LB
3. Jimmy Thomas 12 5-11 205 WR/LB
6. Devin Sharpe 11 57 160 QB/CB
9. Josh Brovier 11 57 170 WR/CB
10. Jaron Nowakowski 9 57 160 RB/CB
15. Ryan Croston 9 5-8 165  WR/QB/CB
18. Damon Brainard 9 5-6 160 RB/LB
20. Andrew Root 12 5-10 175  WR/QB/CB
21. Robert Verba 12 6-2 235  RB/QB/DE
22. Ty Vickery 9 5-7 180 RB/LB
23. James McCullough 12 6-5 275 TE/DE
24. Chase Vickery 11 5-11 210 TE/LB
25. Matthew Adkins 9 59 150 WR/LB
26. Drake Haines 9 59 165  WR/QB/DE
28. Jaden Potter 9 5-7 135 WR/CB
44, Devin Ray 12 5-11 235 RB/LB
48. Kaden Welsh 9 5-6 130 WR/CB
51. Tim Strang 12 5-10 205 OoL/DbL
54. Landen Paul 9 5-7 160 oL/cB
57. Thurmond Adkins 12 59 260 OL/DL
56. Ali Fazal 10 6-0 260 OL/DL
58. Dale Dehn 12 5-11 255 OL/DE
60. Ben Crouser 10 59 180 OL/LB
61. Mason Todd 10 57 175 OL/DE
62. Brennan Moore 9 5-6 150 OL/LB
63. Hunter Smith 12 6-0 345 OL/DL
64. Nick Robles 9 5-8 255 OL/DL
67. Kamron Cargill 11 6-0 245 OL/DbL
70. Hunter Stevens 12 6-0 255 OLLB
72. James Shaver 11 6-0 235 OL/DL
73. Jon Finello 9 5-7 180 OL/DE
79. Carson Bradley 12 5-9 170 OL/DE
84. Phoenix Scott 9 6-1 165 WR/CB

Assistant coaches: Kevin Brown, Jason, Root, Tim Cross

‘We worked hard in the
weight room, but we can
work harder. Before practice,
we already had guys lifting
45 minutes earlier.’

Neal Croston
Pymatuning Valley football coach

N
“ 310 East Main St.,
Andover

440-293-4778
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WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON
Pymatuning Valley quarterback Garrett Smith looks for
an open receiver during a recent scrimmage.

FROM PAGE 27

Senior James Mc-
Cullough, a mainstay
on the offensive line
last season, has been
moved to tight end.

DEFENSIVE LINE

There are familiar
names in the 4-4 base
defense.

Verba and Mc-
Cullough return at end
with Adkins and Dehn
at tackle.

LINEBACKER

Ray brings back 47
total tackles, which
ranked second on the
team last season, and
three tackles for loss at
inside backer.

Junior Chase Vickery
and freshman Ty Vick-
ery are options on the
inside.

Thomas and Smith
are the outside
backers. Thomas re-
corded six tackles for
loss last season.

SECONDARY
Root, from his safety
position, picked off
three passes last season.
Croston, Sharpe
and freshman Jaron
Nowakowski are work-
ing at cornerback.

SPECIAL TEAMS

Verba is slated to
punt with Ray at kick-
ing off.

Both players are also
working as field goal
kickers.

SPECIAL TO THE STAR BEACON
Pymatuning Valley’s
Robert Verba gets ready
for the action during a
recent practice at PV High
School.
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BY MIKE SHAFFER
sports@starbeacon.com

St. John football fans
probably feel as if they
watched their program
go from the penthouse
to the poorhouse in
what may have seemed
like a blink of an eye.

After making the Divi-
sion VII state playoffs
in 2018, a lack of num-
bers sent the Heralds
program to play eight-
man football and a 0-8
season in 2019.

Coach Bob Dlwgosh
took on the task last
year of not only guiding
the team back to the
11-man game, but also
restoring respectability
to the program.

Notching a pair of
wins was certainly a

step in the right direc-
tion. This season, the
Heralds are looking to
take that next step.

“For us to grab two
wins and be compet-
itive in a lot of other
games was definitely a
step in the right direc-
tion,” the coach said of
the 2020 campaign. “I
think with our seven
seniors coming back,
we should be moving
forward.”

Including the seniors,
Dlwgosh said he’s
returning around 13
players from last year’s

squad that finished 2-6.

Getting the numbers
back up a year ago
meant bringing in a
number of new players,

some of which had nev-

er even played football

St. John Heralds

The next step

Heralds look to continue the building process

b

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

St. John’s Tyler Cathcart reaches for a pass during a recent 7-on-7 scrimmage at

Edgewood.

before. It put Dlwgosh
in a position of build-
ing pretty much from
the ground up.
“Absolutely,” the
coach said. “ A lot of

our junior class this
year were guys playing
for the first time. We
expect them to be in

a lot better shape this
season. In fact, a lot of

our seniors were play-
ing for the first time.
Unfortunately, we do
not get to see what they
learned because they’re
not here now.”

The seniors are not,
but several guys that
are, especially on the
offensive line.

The Heralds return
four of five linemen
from a season ago,
including senior Darron
Jones and junior center
Tom Miller.

A year ago, the plan
was to be able to
control the ball on the
ground, but rushing
yards were hard to
come by. This season,
with more experience
to go with size and
strength, the Heralds
feel they are positioned
to be more successful.

“We struggled with
that more than we
thought we would last

SEE HERALDS, 30
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HERALDS: Mercilliott, Cathcart among key returners

FROM PAGE 29

year,” Dlwgosh said of
the rushing game. “We
just want to be more
balanced. Last year, we
threw the ball around
a lot. Seth [Thomas]
may have led the coun-
ty in touchdowns, but
that doesn’t always
translate to wins. We
have to be able to
control the clock and
the ball.”

Not only are linemen
back, but they are
much bigger and stron-
ger than a year ago,
thanks to their com-
mitment to the Heralds
offseason conditioning
and strength training
program.

“They’ve been in the
weight room since last
November,” Dlwgosh
said. “They’ve gotten
way bigger with coach
[Alvin] Rodriguez’s pro-
gram. They’re bigger,
stronger, and faster.”

With any Division VII
football program, many
players if not all of
them will be going both
ways of the ball.

Defensively, the Her-
alds will be in a 4-4-3
formation, geared to
slow down some of the

smashmouth running
attacks that Northeast-
ern Athletic Conference
teams are famous for.

Williams will look to
provide some speed
off the edge from his
defensive linemen spot.

A couple of freshmen,
Vincent Narducci and
Sully Twining, have
made a strong impres-
sion in camp and have
earned a spot with the
linebacker unit.

In the secondary, se-
nior Tyler Cathcart will
roll at free safety and
be joined by guys like
juniors Jimmy Severino
and Jacob Timonere.

The Heralds will once
again play an NAC
schedule. Among them
are against county foe
Pymatuning Valley,
and Fairport Harbor in
Week 10.

Building on the two-
win season from a
year ago is obviously
important, but also is
just re-establishing the
pride that St. John is
known for. The Her-
alds will look to take
another step in that
direction.

“After an eight-man
year with no wins, I
think we’ve restored a

PlayAll

AWARDS & ENGRAVING

“Lacallly Owned for. 28 Yeans!”

GOOD LUCK
HERALDS!

4542 MAIN AVENUE, ASHTABULA
440-992-7529

WWW.PLAYALLAMERICA.COM

SCHEDULE

All games at 7 p.m. unless noted
Home games at Spire

Aug. 20: at Rittman
Aug. 28: vs. Sebring McKinley, 6
Sept. 4: vs. Akron
Springfield, 2
Sept. 10: at Windham
Sept. 17: at Pym. Valley
Sept. 25: at Lutheran East, 1
Oct. 1: vs. Chalker
Oct. 8: at Mathews
Oct. 22: vs. Fairport Harding

little of the confidence
and a little bit of the
pride in our program,”
Dlwgosh said. “It’s not
always about wins and
losses, it’s about the
kids going out compet-
ing, the fans coming
out to support us and
getting back to that St
John football feel that a
lot of these old-timers
like to talk about so
much.”

QUARTERBACK
Sophomore Jeff
Watson will get the call
under center. Watson,
according to Dlwgosh
“throws a very nice
ball,” and has picked
up the offense quickly.
He spent a great deal
of time working on
his game and position
skills over the summer,
including attending
some passing camps.

RUNNING BACK

The Heralds really
hope to establish a
power running game
and senior four-year
Devyn Mercilliott will
be a big reason why.
Mercilliott is a hard
runner and will be

slotted in the fullback
spot. senior Andrew
Williams’ speed will
complement Mercil-
liott’s bruising style.
Senior Tyler Cathcart
should get some carries
as well.

WIDE RECEIVER

Cathcart is the most
sure-handed of the
group. Senior Kaden
Johnston’s 6-foot-4
frame makes him a big
target and the speed of
junior Matt Miller will
also be valuable. All
three players should be
valuable weapons and
help their young quar-
terback in the passing
attack.

OFFENSIVE LINE

Tom Miller will
handle the center
position. Tommy Kirk,
a senior transfer from
Conneaut, will likely
handle one of the tack-
le spots and Jones will
also probably line up
at tackle. Sophomore
Jacob Bennett will be
on the inside. Others
who will likely rotate
on the line include
junior John Burton,
sophomore Charlie
Fedell and freshman
Narducci.

DEFENSIVE LINE
Players that line up
as running backs on
offense typically play
linebacker on defense,
but Williams will be
lined up on the edge.
“He is just so fast”
according to Dlwgosh.
His speed will be uti-

lized to create havoc
in the backfield for

the opposition. Jones,
Fedell, Burton, and

a few others will be
rotating on the line as
well. The increased size
and strength of several
Herald players could
allow at least a few of
them to settle into one
side of the ball.

LINEBACKER

If the Herald coaching
staff has too many line-
backers, they’ll likely be
looking for more. DIw-
gosh said they’d like to
get as many on the field
as possible. Merciliott
returns to his inside
backer spot where he
had 81 tackles, two
sacks, and a fumble
recovery a season ago.
Narducci, Tom Mill-
er and Johnston will
also be on the field a
good bit. Twining, who

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON
St. John’s Matt Miller catches a pass against Edge-
wood during a 7-7 scrimmage at Edgewood in July.

Dlwgosh described as
a ‘tough-nosed fresh-
man,” will round out
the group.

SECONDARY

Cathcart returns at
safety. A year ago, he
had 28 tackles and two
interceptions, including
a pick-six. Others who
will see time in the sec-
ondary include a senior
that did not play a year
ago but is back this sea-
son in senior Rodrigo
Llamas. Timonere, Matt
Miller, and Severino will
see time in the second-
ary, along with sopho-
more Marcus Cardera.

SPECIAL TEAMS

Matt Miller has a leg
up on the placekick-
ing job this summer.
Watson is expected
to handle the punting
duties. Williams will
handle returns.
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The 2021 St. John football team.
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76. Wyatt Rought 10 5-10 196 OL/DL
Assistant coaches: Ryan Bento, Alvin Rodriguez, Curtis Turner, Marcus
Parker, Jon Timonere

‘For us to grab two wins
| | and be competitive in a lot
\- other games was definitely

@, a step in the right direction.

I think with our seven
' /| geniors coming back, we
should be moving foward.’

Bob Dlwgosh
St. John football coach

A Call us to schedule wiwjandwpaint o
S an appointment (440) 997-0905

Jgs Waison's Auto | 5 %

“See us for all your automotive needs.”

* TUNE-UPS  BRAKES
* TIRES & MORE

Corner of Rt. 84 E. & State Rd., Kelloggsville
(440) 224-1297

Kayak on the

Call for Reservations
or Book online Today!

1 Welton Rd., Conneaut
(440) 265-2012

www.conneautcreekfloatandfly.com



32 — KICKOFF ‘21 Star Beacon, Thursday, August 19, 2021

o StateFarm’

2; ) (Y
At Chris Brecht
- sfefarm : State Farm

.
5

e AUTO e« FINANCIAL
e HOME SERVICES
e LIFE o BUSINESS

Ay g - Money-savings auto discounts
ik & &  could save you 4-%***
™
- A Leader in Insurance and
Financial Services

- Expert advice from your own
personal agent

44059391 S StateFarm

216 Main Street_, Ste. B, Conneaut CHRIS BRECHT
www.brechtinsurance.com STATE FARM AGENT

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance company. State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL. ***Disclaimer Discount names, percentages, and availability may vary by state.



