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JEFFERSON — It’s time 
to get your fair face on! 

The 173rd Ashtabu-
la County Fair will be 
packed with shows, 
food, music, exhibits 
and contests during its 
six-day run, Aug. 6-11 
at the fairgrounds on 
North Elm and North 
Poplar streets.

While the fair offers 
the agricultural commu-
nity a chance to show-
case its best animals, 
goods and talents, there 
also will be two demo-
lition derbies, two days 
of harness racing, as 
well as a youth parade, 
six-horse hitch show, 
monster truck racing, 
a rodeo and modified 
tractor and truck pulls.

Fair Board President 
Brian Edelman said 
he’s especially looking 
forward to showing off 
the newly refurbished 
Grandstand, as well as 
two new shows — the 
six-horse hitch Tuesday 

night and the monster 
truck races Thursday 
night. 

“Those are two big 
things, new shows to 
bring in the crowds,” he 
said. “There’s a lot of 
talk about the monster 
truck show in the com-
munity. I think it will be 
a hit.”

After successfully 
adding a second day 
of harness racing two 
years ago, the fair board 
decided to go with it 
again.

“We’ll have harness 
racing Thursday and 
Friday, post time 11:30 
A.m.,” said Sue Stock-
well, fair board member. 
“There will be 10 to 12 
races a day, and pa-
ri-mutuel wagering.”

Fair board secretary/
treasurer Darla Var-
go said the fair board 
was so impressed 
with last year’s K-9s 
in Flight show, they 
booked them again. The 
dogs perform many 
tricks, including jump-
ing into a swimming 

pool and catching flying 
discs, she said.

Other fair attractions 
will include a rooster 
crowing contest, a frog 
jump, a 4-H fashion 
show, contests for chil-
dren, horse shows and 
hundreds of 4-H animal 
projects — horses, min-
iature horses, rabbits, 
goats, chickens, ducks, 
pigs, steers, dairy cows 
and more.

A market animal 
auction will be held at 

1 P.m. Saturday where 
hundreds of bidders 
are expected to buy the 
livestock projects.

Members of the 
Ashtabula County Hol-
stein Club will serve the 
club’s signature milk-
shakes, ice cream and 
cheese sandwiches.

Members of the Plym-
outh Grange will offer 
homemade pies and the 
Jefferson Grange will 
have its famous roast 
beef, gravy and mashed 

potatoes dinners. Both 
granges will be open 
for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner.

Fresh made lemonade, 
doughnuts, steak on 
a stick, French Fries, 
pizza, peanuts, pop-
corn, homemade fudge, 
candy apples, barbecue 
chicken, pierogies and 
lots more will be on sale 
from vendors.

Regular admission 
is $8, children ages 4 
and younger get in free 

every day. Rides by 
Lisko Amusements are 
free with the daily $8 
admission ticket.

With any passes or 
special admissions, a 
wristband is needed 
to ride the rides and 
are $5. 

The rides will be open 
1-5 p.m. and 6-11 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday; 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
6-11 p.m. Wednesday; 
1-5 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, and 1-5 p.m. 
and 6-10 p.m. Sunday.

Senior citizens, ages 
62 and older, get in 
for $1 on Tuesday and 
Friday.

Veterans get in free on 
Thursday with proper 
identification.

On Family 
Day (Wednesday) 
children ages 14 and 
younger get in free all 
day.

An all-day ride pass 
is $5.

For more information, 
visit ashtabulafair.com 
or call 440-576-7626.

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Big-time fun at Ashtabula County Fair

SHELLEY TERRY | STAR BEACON

The newly refurbished Grandstand will shine at the Ashtabula County Fair, Aug. 6-11 
in Jefferson.
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TUESDAY, Aug. 6
SENIOR CITIZENS DAY

62 years and older $1 admission all day
Sponsor of the Day

Jefferson Healthcare Center and Saybrook Landing
9 A.M.

	 FLAG RAISING	 Grandstand

	 JR. FAIR SADDLE HORSE/JUMPING
	 AND DRESSAGE	 Saddle Horse Arena

	 JR. FAIR EXHIBITION POULTRY SHOWMANSHIP
	 Kaszar Show Barn
	 JR. FAIR DAIRY STEER SHOW followed by JR. FAIR 	
	 DAIRY BEEF FEEDER SHOW 	 Kaszar Show Barn

10 A.M.
	 JR. FAIR MARKET GOAT SHOW	 MAC Arena

11 A.M.
	 BICYCLE DECORATING, BICYCLE RACES,
	 SACK RACES	 Grandstand

NOON
	 JR. FAIR EQUINE FLAG CEREMONY & CROWNING 	
 OF EQUINE ROYALTY	 Saddle Horse Complex

1 P.M.
	 JR. FAIR EQUINE PROJECT
	 JUDGING/ SHOWMANSHIP 	 Saddle Horse Arena

	 ASHTABULA COUNTY
	 COMMISSIONERS MEETING	 Expo Center

	 FROG JUMPING CONTEST 	 by Grange Building

	 JR. FAIR SHEEP SHOW	 MAC Arena

2:30 P.M.
	 JR. FAIR LLAMA/ ALPACA SHOW	 Draft Horse Ring

4 P.M.
	 DRAFT HORSE DRIVING COMPETITION
	 Saddle Horse Complex

5 P.M.
	JR. FAIR YOUTH PARADE AND
	ROYAL COURT CROWNING 	 Grandstand

7 P.M.
	 PV JAZZ BAND	 Barnard Pavilion
	 4-H SEWING, FOOD AND NUTRITION
	 AND GENERAL PROJECT AWARDS	 Expo Center

7 P.M.
	SIX-HORSE HITCH CLASSIC SERIES 
	Grandstand, Free admission 

7:30 P.M.
4-H STYLE REVIEW	 Expo Center Stage

 
WEDNESDAY, Aug. 7

FAMILY DAY
Kids 14 and younger admitted free to grounds all day

All-day ride pass $5
Sponsor of the Day: The Star Beacon

9 A.M.
JR. FAIR LARGE EQUINE PROJECT JUDGING
AND RIDING CLASSES	 Saddle Horse Arena
JR. FAIR MARKET POULTRY SHOW
AND SHOWMANSHIP 	 MAC Arena
JR. FAIR DAIRY JUDGING BY BREED followed by
JR. FAIR DAIRY SHOWMANSHIP	 Kaszar Show Barn

10 A.M.
DRAFT HORSE HALTER CLASSES	 Draft Horse Ring
FIND PENNIES IN THE SAWDUST	 by Grange Building

11 A.M. to NOON
KIDS DRAWING CONTEST
Entries through Noon	 Expo Center

1 P.M.
KIDS’ DRAWING CONTEST AWARDS	 Expo Center
EGG AND SPOON RACE 	 by Grange Building

2 P.M.
BALLOON TOSS	 by Grange Building
EQUINE GROOM AND CLEAN CONTEST
	 Saddle Horse Arena

4 P.M.
WATERMELON EATING CONTEST	 by Grange Building
JR. FAIR SWINE WEIGHT CLASSES	 MAC Arena

6 P.M.
JR. FAIR RABBIT AND CAVY SHOWMANSHIP
	 Kaszar Show Barn
BICYCLE DRAWING	 Registration Tent
LOST SHEEP BAND	 Barnard Pavilion

6:30 P.M.
POULTRY AWARDS	 Expo Center
POWER WHEELS	 Grandstand

7:30 P.M. 
DEMOLITION DERBY
$5 Grandstand admission	 $10 admission to pit area

 
THURSDAY, Aug. 8

VETERANS APPRECIATION DAY
Veterans admitted free to grounds all day with I.D.

Sponsor of the Day: Gazette Newspapers

9 A.M.
JR. FAIR  SADDLE HORSE JUDGING/ GAMING 
TRAIL, EXTREME COWBOY AND EXTRA CLASSES
	 Saddle Horse Complex

10 A.M.
DRAFT HORSE FARM TEAM HITCH CLASS AND 
LOG PULL	 Draft Horse Ring

JR. FAIR GOAT SHOW/ HARNESS AND PACK GOAT	
	 MAC Arena
OPEN CLASS BEEF SHOW	 Kaszar Show Barn
ROOSTER CROWING CONTEST 	 Barnard Pavilion

11:30 A.M. 
HARNESS RACING PARI-MUTUEL WAGERING
	 FREE at Grandstand

1 P.M.
JR. FAIR BEEF BREEDING SHOW	 Kaszar Show Barn

2 P.M.
JR. FAIR BEEF FEEDER SHOWMANSHIP AND 
WEIGHT CLASS	 Kaszar Show Barn

4 P.M.
JR. FAIR BEEF SHOWMANSHIP	 Kaszar Show Barn
JR. FAIR MINIATURE HORSE SHOW	 Draft Horse Ring

5 P.M.
SPECIAL SALUTE TO VETERANS	 Grandstand

6 P.M.
JR. FAIR STEER SHOW	 Kaszar Show Barn
JR. FAIR RABBIT AND CAVY SHOW	 MAC Arena
THUNDER CREEK BAND	 Barnard Pavilion

7 P.M.
PARENT/ADVISOR HORSE SHOW	 Saddle Horse Arena
 

7:30 P.M. 
MONSTER TRUCK RACING LEAGUE 
	 $5 Grandstand admission

FRIDAY, Aug. 9
SENIOR CITIZENS DAY

62 years and older $1 admission all day
Sponsor of the Day

University Hospitals Geneva and Conneaut

8 A.M.
JR. FAIR EQUINE PLEASURE SHOW	Saddle Horse Arena

9:30 A.M.
DAIRY PEE WEE SHOW	 Kaszar Show Barn

10 A.M.
DAIRY ALL BREEDS OPEN CLASS SHOW 
	 Kaszar Show Barn

11:30 A.M.
HARNESS RACING PARI-MUTUEL WAGERING 
	 FREE at Grandstand

1 P.M.
SMALL ANIMAL COSTUME CONTEST	 MAC Arena

3 P.M.
JR. FAIR SWINE SHOWMANSHIP	 MAC Arena

4:30 P.M.
DRAFT HORSE HITCH CLASS NO. 1-10	
	 Saddle Horse Complex
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5 P.M.
	JR. FAIR OLYMPICS	 Kaszar Show Barn

7 P.M.
	HIGH HORSE BAND	 Barnard Pavilion

7:30 P.M.
	RODEO BULLS BRONCS AND BARRELS
	$5 Grandstand admission

8 P.M.
	CANTER GAMING	 Saddle Horse Arena 

SATURDAY, Aug. 10
Sponsor of the Day 

McDowell Homes/ Kayla Clark, realtor

9 A.M.
	CANTER VERSATILITY 	 Saddle Horse Arena
	PIE AND BAKING CONTEST ENTRIES	Expo Center

10 A.M.
	OPEN CLASS GOAT SHOW 	 Kaszar Show Barn

11 A.M.
	PIE AND BAKING CONTEST AUCTION 	Expo Center
	WALK, TROT GAMING	 Saddle Horse Arena

Noon
	MINI-HORSE PULL 	 Grandstand

1 P.M.
	MARKET LIVESTOCK SALE
		 MAC Arena

4 P.M.
	JR. FAIR DOG AWARDS	 Expo Center

4:30 P.M.
DRAFT HORSE HITCH CLASSES NO. 11—20
	 Saddle Horse Arena

6:30 P.M.
Power Wheels	 Grandstand

7:30 P.M.
DEMOLITION DERBY
$5 Admission to Grandstand	 $10 admission to pit area

9 P.M.
EQUINE GROUP COSTUME CONTEST
	 Saddle Horse Arena 

SUNDAY, Aug. 11
Sponsor of the Day

Ashtabula County Nursing and Rehab Center
10 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

TRUCK SHOW	 Racetrack
11 A.M.

STOCK TRACTOR/STOCK 4X4 PULLS	 Grandstand
MAC AWARDS	 MAC Arena

NOON
JR. FAIR EQUINE AWARDS	 Horse Pavilion

NOON to 4 P.M.
AGRICULTURE ADVENTURE SCAVENGER HUNT
	 Jr. Fair Board Office

1 P.M.
4-H CLOVERBUD GRADUATION 	 MAC Arena

NKTPA — KIDDIE TRACTOR PULL REGISTRATION 
	 by Grange Building

2 P.M.
GARDEN TRACTOR PULL	 Grandstand
NKTPA, KIDDIE TRACTOR PULL	by Grange Building
JR. FAIR SUPER SHOWMANSHIP CONTEST
	 Kaszar Show Barn and MAC Arena

JR. FAIR EQUINE EVENT 	 Saddle Horse Arena
DEE’S COUNTRY KICKERS	 Barnard Pavilion

4:30 P.M.
BACK WHEN BAND 	 Barnard Pavilion

6 P.M.
MODIFIED TRACTOR AND TRUCK PULLS 
AND SEMI PULLS 
	 $2 admission to Grandstand and Truck Show
	 $10 admission to pit area

10 P.M.	 Fair closes
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Of Service
Thank You!

55 South Forest St. Geneva, OH
440.466.1144

crawfordinsurance.com

Celebrating

To be 
fair, 

you can 
have your
furnace
serviced 
anytime

BUT, WHY NOT CHECK IT OFF YOUR 
LIST OF THINGS TO DO TODAY!

CALL US TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

J&S Heating & Cooling
Rock Creek (440) 563-3985

Prompt Professional Service Since 1976
OH LIC. #12168

CALL US TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

REMEMBER
Clean Air Filters are
Extremely Important!

Air Conditioning 
Season is 

AROUND THE
CORNER. FREE

Exam & X-Rays
$213SAVE

WITH A ROUTINE CLEANING*
*For New Patients. Some Restrictions apply. 

Call Our Offi  ce for More Details

Dental Group of Jefferson
Dr. Casey Hammond • Dr. Michael Rodriguez

78 North Chestnut • Jefferson, OH • 440-576-7040
www.dentalgroupofjefferson.com 

WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCES

Go Back To School
With A Smile!
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Summertime brings 
with it the annual 
Ashtabula County Fair. 
From 4-H livestock 
exhibits to the thrill of 
carnival rides, many 
wonderful childhood 
memories are made at 
the fairgrounds.

Several Star Beacon 
readers were kind 
enough to share their 
memories and county 
fair experiences. 

Marty Miller, of 
Jefferson said he has 
many great fair mem-
ories: working in the 
Jefferson Grange dining 
hall next to the grand-
stand, being a 4-H 
member, Junior Leader 
and Junior Fair Board 
member. Miller also 
worked the Holstein 
Club’s dairy stand and 
acted as emcee for the 
4-H Fashion Show in the 
late 1950s.

He also fondly re-
members George 
Garman, who served as 
4-H Agent from 1951 to 
1966.  

Jefferson resident 
Lisa Marie Wessell, 55, 
of New Lyme, said the 
pig shows were always 
fun.

“I also liked seeing 
my friends and walking 
the midway,” she said. 
“4-H was a really good 
experience.”

Former Lenox Town-
ship resident, Paul 	
Diemer, always loved 
the Ashtabula County 
Fair, but it’s been 61 

years since he’s been 
in town during fair 
week — something that 
makes him a bit sad.

“In the last couple of 
years I lived there my 
uncle Art and I stocked 
my Moms cupboards 
with glass ware, dish-
es, water glasses and 
wine glasses from the 
booth where you tossed 
nickels at the glassware 
and you got whatever 
your nickle stuck in,” 
he said. “I moved to Ar-
izona after high school 
graduation. They have 
county fairs out here 
but they don’t really 
know how to do a fair 
like I remember.”

Diemer always 
enjoyed watching the 
harness racing with his 
Dad.

“He knew most of the 

local sulky racers. They 
don’t have that out here 
in Arizona,” he said. 
“I remember the first 
time I saw the daredevil 
motorcycle riders. You 
don’t see that except in 
a circus anymore.”

Jefferson native Lisa 
Dietrich, 56, said she 
has lots of good fair 
memories.

“I love the food,” she 
said.

As a teenager, Evelyn 
Hines Peters, 84, of 
Saybrook, enjoyed the 
animals and the rides.

Julie Harchek, 22, 
of Ashtabula, fondly 
remembers entering 
many of the fair’s 
contests, especially 
the watermelon eating 
contest.

“What a mess!” she 
said. “But as a kid, I 

loved it.”
Cindy Webb Au, 62, 

of Kingsville, said there 
are too many great 
memories to list, but 
she tried — “Walking 
the midway for hours 
just hanging with 
friends, seeing all of the 
Ashtabula County’s ‘fin-
est dressed’ come out 
for a good time and, oh 
yes, the rides.”

Bob Mann, 58, said he 
loves the fair food.

Jefferson native, Jenni 
Holik Stansbury, now of 
Colorado, recalls sitting 
on the porch roof and 
listening to the sounds 
and seeing the fire-
works.

“We lived a couple of 
blocks over from the 
fairgrounds,” she said. 
“I’m 62 years old now 
and have been living in 

Colorado about half of 
those years.”

Pat Kedzerski, 61, 
who now lives in Co-
lumbus, fondly re-
members 4-H projects, 
steak-on-a-stick and 
three days of harness 
racing.

Mary Grose Dietrich, 
66, of Montrose, Colora-
do, grew up in Jefferson 
and recalls 4-H proj-
ects, carnival rides, her 
dad playing the games 
and her mom waiting 
at the cabin for her 
exhausted family.

“Cotton candy and 
the red candy apples, 
yum!” she said. “Does 
anyone remember the 
little building with the 
psychedelic lights and 
loud music (maybe 
around 1968 or 1969)? 
Those were fun times 
and fond memories of 
my all-time favorite fair, 
Ashtabula County.”

Jefferson native, Mike 
Hawkins, 66, liked rid-
ing on the tilt-a-whirl, 
eating candy apples and 
winning quarts of Pepsi 
at the carnival games. 

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Readers share memories of  the county fair

PHOTOS BY SHELLEY TERRY | STAR BEACON

Reed Sungren, 6, of Roaming Shores, competes in the watermelon contest at the 
2018 Ashtabula County Fair. The contest is a favorite fair memory for participants.

Kendra Kolman, 4, of Ashtabula, didn’t mind the rain 
at the 2018 Ashtabula County Fair. She wore her rain 
boots. 

6



Star Beacon, Saturday, August 3, 2019 	 ASHTABULA COUNTY FAIR — 7

JEFFERSON — Candy 
apples, cotton candy, 
the roar of carnival 
rides, the pops of bal-
loons and the screams 
of children all mean 
only one thing at fair 
time — Family Day!

Children ages 14 and 
younger are admitted 
free to the Ashtabula 
County fairgrounds all 
day Wednesday, Family 
Day. An all-day ride 
pass costs $5.

Lisko Amusements 
will open the rides from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 6 
p.m. to 11 p.m.

Family Day will 
be kicked off with a 
Pennies in the Sawdust 
contest at 10 a.m. at the 
east end of the fair-
grounds by the Grange 
Building. Then, from 11 
a.m. to noon, there will 
be a Kids Drawing Con-
test at the Expo Center. 
Prizes will be awarded 

at 1 p.m.
More family events 

are planned for the 
afternoon, including an 
Egg and Spoon Race at 1 
p.m.; a Balloon Toss at 2 
p.m., and a Watermelon 
Eating Contest at 4 p.m. 
— all taking place by 
the Grange Building.

Sign-up for a drawing 

for six bicycles to be 
held from 10 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. in front of 
race horse barn No. 14, 
with the drawing at 6 
p.m.

There will be plenty 
of free activities for 
children all day long, 
including balloon 
creations by Swifty the 

Clown; a K-9s in Flight 
show, a butterfly dis-
play and Jungle Terry 
and his animal show.

The first of two 
demolition derbys will 
be held at 7:30 p.m. in 
front of the grandstand. 
Cost is $5 for a grand-
stand seat, $10 for ad-
mission to the pit area.

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Family Day offers rides, contests and prizes 
Children 14 and younger get in free; All-day ride passes $5
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CORN • WHEAT • SOYBEANS
Our Commitment at Colebrook Elevator:
• We supply local businesses with your locally grown grain.
• Colebrook Elevator is commited to keeping our local farmers up to date with the ever changing technology in the

agricultural world and making our knowledge known to you, the local farmer, as it becomes available.

AT COLEBROOK ELEVATOR, WE BUY YOUR CORN, SOYBEANS,
WHEAT AND OATS AT COMPETITIVE PRICING.

COLEBROOK ELEVATOR

8549 Rt. 46 South, Orwell, Ohio 44076 • Phone 440-422-3353

Family Owned
& Operated.

Tom, Joe & Sons

Office Manager
Tahnee Gruskiewicz, CPA

Custom Spraying For a Professional Application
With Our Certified Technician Derek Yuhasz

LIC - PESTICIDES, COMMERCIAL APPLICATOR

Danny Aulizia,
General Manager
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JEFFERSON — 
Ashtabula County Fair 
will feature a separate 
category for roses in its 
floriculture contest this 
year, said Rose Society 
of Ashtabula County 
President Ed Zasadz-
inski.

“We’re trying to get 
more in line with the 
American Rose Society,” 
he said. “There are 17 
classifications of roses, 
and, until now, the fair 
was only judging by 
color. As a rose lover, it 
isn’t quite right.”

This year, partici-
pants can enter roses in 
Class 1: Specimen Cut 
Flowers; Class 3: Parade 
of Blooms; or Class 2: 
Roses, which is the new 
category.

Flowers submitted 
to the rose class will 
be judged on form, 
color, substance, stem 
and foliage, size, and 
balance and proportion, 
according to the fair 
guide book.

“In the past, you could 
only bring one red 
rose,” Zasadzinski said. 
“How would you decide 
which red rose to bring 
(with all of the different 
varieties)?”

The different classifi-
cations of rose species 
include: Old Garden; 
Floribunda; Grandiflora; 
Polyantha; Miniature; 
Shrubs; Climbers; Hy-
brid Tea; Tree Rose; and 

Mini-Floria.
Fair entries may be 

of Zasadzinski, whose 
home gardens feature 
more than 200 different 
roses, said he hopes to 
encourage more people 
to grow the national 
flower, even if they are 
just a casual backyard 
grower.

His passion for roses 
started with a couple 
of rose bushes, he said. 
“A friend of ours, back 
in ‘83, suggested I join 
a rose society,” Zasa-
dzinski said. “A couple 
of thorns got me pretty 
good. I went to the doc-
tor, and he said, ‘You’ve 
got rose addiction.’”

The Rose Society 
of Ashtabula County 
meets 6 p.m. the second 
Tuesday each month at 
the First Congregational 
Church United Church 

of Christ, 41 E. Jeffer-
son St., Jefferson. There 
will not be a meeting in 
August.

For more information, 
contact Zasadzinski at 
(440) 624-4192.

Entries for the fair will 
be accepted until 5 p.m. 
Aug. 5 in the secretary’s 
office under the grand-
stand of the Ashtabula 
County Fairgrounds.

There will be two 
shows for floriculture. 
The first judging will 
be 9 a.m. Aug. 6, and 
entries tagged with an 
“A” will be judged for 
the second show noon 
Aug. 9.

For complete entry 
guidelines, contact the 
secretary’s office at 
(440) 576-7626, email 
ashtabulafair@yahoo.
com, or visit www.
ashtabulafair.com.

BY DEVASTASHA BEAVER

For the Star Beacon

Floriculture contest features 
separate category for roses

DEVASTASHA BEAVER | FOR THE STAR BEACON

Two large rose blossoms are just a fraction of the flow-
ers in Ed Zasadzinski’s gardens.
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JEFFERSON — Every-
one knows there are ra-
cinos in Cleveland, but 
if you want to bet on 
some real horses, come 
out to the Ashtabula 
County Fair.

Post times is 11:30 
a.m. Thursday and 
Friday on the racetrack 
in front of the newly 
renovated grandstand.

There will be free 
admission to the grand-
stand, so pick a horse, 
then pony up for some 
parimutuel betting.

There will be between 
10 and 12 races each 
day, said Sue Stockwell, 
a fair board member, 
and speed superinten-
dent.

“Fair time is fun time,” 
she said. 

So long as the track 
is safe for racing, it is a 
rain or shine event.

Harness racing has 
been a fair tradition for 
about 70 years.

Former Jefferson resi-
dent Clair Umholtz, 62, 
now of Sagamore Hills, 
is always a hometown 
favorite in the sulky.

Three years in a row, 

he’s taken first place in 
at least one race.

Umholtz started more 
horses at Northfield 
Park than any trainer 
in the track’s history, 
averaging 450 starts 
per year for the past 20 
years.

He’s a member of 
Northfield’s Wall of 
Fame

 Race fans can look 
for Umholtz wearing 
blue and gold.

“The fans always look 
forward to Clair coming 
to the fair,” Stockwell 
said. “He’s our home-
town boy.”

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Harness racing a fair tradition

SHELLEY TERRY | STAR BEACON

Jefferson native Clair Umholtz, who trains and races pacers in Northeast Ohio, 
always returns to his hometown to race at the fair.
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THE CHEVY TRUCK LINEUP
The family of the most dependable, long-lasting
full-size pickups on the road.
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JEFFERSON — Wheth-
er you’re a merry-go-
round or Ferris wheel 
enthusiast, or more of 
a tilt-a-whirl lover, the 
Ashtabula County Fair 
is the place to be.

The fair has contract-
ed with Lisko Family 
Midway Amusements 
for 15 rides this year, 
according to Fair Board 
Director Brian Edelman. 
This includes three or 
four larger rides and a 
number of smaller and 
kiddie rides.

The $8 admission 
costs gets fairgoers a 
wristband to get on 
rides, Edelman said.

On Family Day, which 
is Wednesday this year, 
entry is free and wrist 
bands can be purchased 
for $5.

So what’s the Fair 

Board director’s favor-
ite ride?

“I don’t really get a 
chance to ride them 
anymore but I wish I 
could,” Edelman said. “I 
used to like the spin-
ning rides, but now 
that I’m older I can’t do 
those anymore either.”

Rides will be set up 
and operated this year 
amid potential chang-
es to amusement ride 
safety standards at the 
state level. 

House Bill 189 aims 
to increase Ohio amuse-
ment ride safety and 
inspection standards. It 
cleared the Ohio House 
of Representatives in 
June and is currently in 
the Senate committee 
on agriculture and natu-
ral resources.

Known as Tyler’s Law, 
the bill is named after 
Tyler Jarrell, who died 
in an amusement ride 
accident at the Ohio 
State Fair two years ago. 
The bill was sponsored 
by State Reps. John 
Patterson, D-Ashtabu-
la, and Louis Blessing, 
R-Colerain Township, 
who have both applaud-
ed the House passage.

Fairgoers need not 
worry, Edelman said. 
Lisko Family Midway 
Amusements has a long 
history of providing 
rides at the Ashtabula 
County Fair, he said.

“They’ve always gone 

above and beyond what 
they have to do here,” 
Edelman said. “People 
should come out, enjoy 
the rides and feel safe. 
All the rides will be 
inspected.”

A representative from 
Lisko Family Midway 
Amusements said they 
are keeping an eye on 
the progress of Tyler’s 
law.

Lisko Family Midway 
Amusements started in 
the carnival business 
in 1961 with a single 
cotton candy trailer, 
according to a company 
website. 

In 1975 game 	
concessions were added 
and by 1980 Lisko 
Family Midway Amuse-
ments transformed 
into a full carnival with 
a selection of rides 
traveling through Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia.

The business oper-
ates more than 20 rides 
which include a fun 
slide, carousel, bounce 
house, Zipper, Sizzler, 
Sky Diver and more, ac-
cording to the website.

BY JON WYSOCHANSKI

jwysochanski@starbeacon.com

Fair rides a tradition

House Bill 189: Tyler’s Law
Tyler’s Law increases communication among state 
inspectors, ride manufacturers, ride owners and the 
Ohio Department of Agriculture (which is respon-
sible for ride inspections in Ohio to better assess 
amusement ride inspections and repairs. It includes 
an “enhanced classification system” to identify rides 
that might need more comprehensive or internal in-
spection, requires safety and maintenance commu-
nications from the ride manufacturer to be forwarded 
to ODA, tracks previous locations of temporary 
amusement rides prior to their operation in Ohio 
and requires photographic documentation of major 
repairs before and after they are completed.
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For year round comfort, nothing beats 
a sunroom. It’s like adding an entire 
new room to your home. 

SEE US FOR: Retractable & Fixed Awnings • Patio Tops • Entry Doors •Storm Protection • Vinyl Siding 
• Vinyl Replacement Windows • 3 & 4 Season Sunrooms • Vinyl Decking & Railing

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. • Evenings & Saturdays by Appointment
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JEFFERSON — The 
following free entertain-
ment is included 	
in fair admission (no 
other ticket or fee nec-
essary).

These shows are 
performed daily. Make 
some time to see each 
one, you will be glad 
you did!

 
NINJA EXPERIENCE

This team of 		
martial arts experts has 
been wowing audienc-
es with high-flying, 
jaw-dropping perfor-
mances showcasing an 
extraordinary display of 
extreme breaking and 
theatrics.

Three shows daily.
  

JUNGLE TERRY
Jungle Terry and his 

menagerie of animals is 
always a hit with young 
and old alike. 

Shows at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, and at 6 
p.m. Sunday.

 
SWIFTY THE CLOWN

Experience the power 
of the balloon and all of 
Swifty’s balloon cre-
ations. You’ll find Swifty 
under the grandstand 
throughout the fair.

BARNARD ENTERTAINMENT 
PAVILION

Music lovers 		
can find free entertain-
ment on stage at the 
Barnard Entertainment 
Pavilion on the back 
midway:

Tuesday 7-9 p.m.
Pymatuning Valley
Jazz Band

Wednesday 6-10 p.m.
The Lost Sheep Band

Thursday 6-10 p.m.
Thunder Creek Band

Friday 7-11 p.m.
HighHorse

Saturday 7-11 p.m.
Southern Charm

Sunday 2-3:30 p.m.
Dee’s Country
Kickers

Sunday 4:30 - 8 p.m.
Back When Band

K9S IN FLIGHT
The country’s top K9 

(canine) sports enter-

tainers will amaze you, 
and always leave a smile 
on your face.

All of the dogs are 
rescues and the show 
emphasizes the need 
and importance of pet 
adoption.

Watch as the dogs 
catch flying discs in 
mid-air above a large, 
above-ground swim-
ming pool, as well as 
perform other tricks.

Last year, this show 
was so popular, the 	
Fair Board asked them 
back.

Three shows daily.

BUTTERFLY EFFECTS
Feed live butterflies 

as you walk through a 
netted tent.

Open noon to 8 p.m. 
daily.

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Daily free shows 

PHOTOS BY WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Twister takes a long leap into a pool after catching a frisbee during a K9 act at the 
2018 Ashtabula County Fair in Jefferson.

Jungle Terry and his menagerie will have shows at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, and at 6 p.m. 
Sunday.
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Wilkinson Paving and Excavating
is family owned and operated since 1968

here in Ashtabula, Ohio

Home residence and commercial parking lot
maintenance repair to include

Asphalt or Concrete
Sealcoating • Line Striping • Drainage Systems

Concrete Curbing • General Excavation

FREE Estimates!
Call 440-998-PAVE today!
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Rettinger’s Percherons grace the cover of  the fair booklets

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Sam and Kellie Rettinger’s Percherons grace the cover of the 2019 Ashtabula County 
Fair booklet. Kellie is pictured here driving the stage coach with two of the black 
beauties.

KINGSVILLE TOWN-
SHIP — Sam and Kellie 
Rettinger, owners of 
Whispery Pines Perche-
rons, have been in-
volved with horses their 
entire lives.

Sam Rettinger grew 
up with draft horses 
and his wife, Kellie, 
grew up riding and 
showing American 
Quarter Horses. 

“We met at the 
Ashtabula County Fair 
as children children 
ages ago, both there for 
the love of horses,” she 
said. “That is one of the 
reasons our hometown 

fair is so special to us, 
not only do we love our 
community and people, 
but we would have nev-
er met if the fair did not 
bring us together.”

The Rettingers have 
been together for 15 
years and married for 
five years. 

Six years ago — again 
at the fair — the Ret-
tingers met Dylan 
Loomis, also of Kings-
ville, who now plays a 
major role at Whispery 
PInes Percherons. 

“We are so proud to 
grace the cover of this 
year’s fair booklet,” 
Kellie said. “I owe that 
beautiful picture to 
northeast Ohio’s very 

own Lori Spellman, who 
is an fantastic photogra-
pher and even more of a 
wonderful friend to us.”

The picture was taken 
at this year’s Equine 
Affaire in Columbus 
during the Fantasia 
show which is the mu-
sical celebration of the 
horse. 

“Our horses are our 
pride and joy and also 
how we make a living,” 
she said. “They are not 
just animals to us, they 
are partners who work 
very hard alongside us.”

The Rettingers show 
their horses in hitch 
and riding classes at the 

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

SEE RETTINGER’S, PAGE 13
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Ashtabula County Fair 
and other events each 
year, such as the Equine 
Affaire. They also pro-
vide carriage rides for a 
variety of events.

Their farm is about 
40 acres and they make 
all of their own hay. 
Daily routines consist 
of chores, working 
horses and upkeep of 
the farm. Sam owns his 
own logging company, 
where Loomis works 
along side of him. The 
company is Whispery 
Pines Horse Logging.

“What makes Sam 
so unique is he uses 
the horses to do select 
harvest of timber,” 
Kellie said. “It is very 
low impact on the land 
and great work for the 
horses. Sam and Dylan 
both cut and skid logs 
with the horses. I have 
even worked out in the 
woods with them as 
well. Sam takes pride in 
his work and it definite-
ly shows.”

It’s quite an operation 
and the Rettingers de-
pend on a crew of six to 
eight people who travel 
with them. 

“There’s no way Sam 

and myself would be 
able to do this on our 
own; it is truly a family 
affair,” she said. “Our 
crew is the heart and 
soul of Whispery Pines.”

Sam Rettinger’s favor-
ite event is the six-horse 
hitch, which will take 
place in front of the 
grandstand at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday. 

“I love every aspect of 
hitching — from hitch-
ing from the cart all the 
way up to the six,” he 
said. “There is some-
thing special about the 
six-horse hitch.”

His wife’s also favors 
the six-horse hitch, but 
also enjoys riding sad-
dle seat.

The Rettingers’ eight 
horses are all Per-
cheron geldings and 
named Samson, Tony, 
Colt, Boomer, Candy-
man, Ace, Octane and 
Flash. The tallest hors-
es, Boomer and Flash, 
are 19.1 hands and a 
hand is 4 inches. 

“Each one most 
definitely has their 
own personality, and 
quirks. One thing I can 
say about the full entire 
group is they are all 
very loving, beautiful 
and truly gentle giants,” 

she said. “I feel our 
horses have special 
qualities and are unique 
in their own ways. We 
have touched the lives 
of so many people 
through our horses 
which is an amazing 
feeling. I think the hors-
es know that as well.”

The Rettingers have 
had Ace since he was 2 
years old and he is now 
17.

“He is a local legend 
and has done it all. 
This is the horse that is 
taught me everything 
that I know about draft 
horses today, and one 
of the most versatile 
horses that I have ever 
met,” she said. “He has 
been in every position 
of the six-horse hitch, 
rides, logs and is a 
working carriage horse.  
Now that he is older he 
does not do as much 

but is still the rock of 
our hitch.”

The Rettingers will 
be at the fair every day 
with the horses on dis-
play in the draft horse 
barn. They will be par-
ticipating not just in the 
six-horse hitch, but also 
halter classes, obstacle 
courses, logging, riding, 
cart classes and multi-
ples of teams.

“We are so very very 
excited! I encourage 
anyone that would like 
to come and meet us 
or our horses to please 
stop by and say hello,” 
she said. “Sharing our 
love of horses with the 
world means everything 
to us. We at Whispery 
Pines want to inspire, 
educate, and promote 
the Percheron breed.”

For more information, 
go to www.whisperyp-
ines.com.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

Sam and Kellie Rettinger’s Percherons grace the cover 
of the 2019 Ashtabula County Fair booklet. Sam is pic-
tured here with one of the black beauties at their farm in 
Kingsville.

RETTINGER’S: Look for these horses in Six-Horse Hitch Classic Series
FROM PAGE 12
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4057 State Route 307 West | Austinburg, OH 44010

440-275-2200
www.copefarm.com

Don’t just drive by, stop in and check 
out our selection of compact tractors.

OUR BEST WISHES TO ALL PARTICIPANTS
OF THE ASHTABULA COUNTY FAIR.

We Recognize 
Your Dedication.

It is the same 
attention to 

detail we strive 
for whether it is 

sales, service
or parts

Cope Farm Equipment

4902 Al Mraz Dr., Geneva - On - The - Lake
440.466.8797

CALL FOR TEE TIMES

WWW.GOTLGOLF.COM

GENEVA ON THE LAKE GOLF COURSE

MONDAY
SPECIAL

18 HOLES WITH A 

CART $15

SCHEDULE YOUR
NEXT PARTY OR EVENT AT

228 HARBOR ST. • CONNEAUT

440-599-8248
Ohio License #17713

• Residential & Light Commercial
• State Licensed Contractor
• Air Conditioning Sales Services
• Water Heaters
• Gas Line Repair & Installation
• Plumbing
• State Licensed Backfl ow Inspector

24 HOUR SERVICE
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QUEEN CANDIDATES

JR. FAIR ROYAL COURT

The Royal Court is made up of a Junior Fair King, Queen, Prince and Princess.
Entry forms can be picked up from the Ohio State University Extension office.
Thee forms are to be completed and returned to the Extension office by the deadline specified on the application.
Contestants will be interviewed at a scheduled time during a designated week in July.
The royal court will be crowned on the evening of the fair opening ceremonies.
This will take place at the fairground grandstands during the Youth Parade
Professional attire should be worn for the intreview.
For the pageant, queen and princess contestants should wear a formal gown. The kind and prince contestants should war a suit (note: tuxedos are not necessary).
Each contestant must be a youth member of a recognized Ashtabula County youth organization; 4-H, FFA, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, FHA, Farm Bureau Youth or Grange Youth.

SOURCE: ASHTABULA COUNTY FAIR BOOK

KING CANDIDATES PRINCE CANDIDATE

CLOIE BARNES
Age: 18

Parents: Mary Gary
and Amber Niemi

Ashtabula
Jelly Beans and

Jumpers 4-H Club
Graduated

KATELYNN DIBBLE
Age: 16

Parents: George and 
Rebecca Smith

Rock Creek
Little Rebels 4-H Club

Jefferson Area
High School

AUBREY HANE
Age: 17

Parents: Michael and 
Lori Hane

Williamsfield Township
Pymatuning Valley FFA 
Beef-A-Teers 4-H Club

PV High School

CHEYENNE KASE
Age: 17

Parents: David Kase
and Suzette Bryner

Jefferson
City Slickers 4-H Club
Ohio State Agricultural 

Technical Institute

KAYLA LINDBERG
Age: 16

Parents: Jeff and Cindy 
Lindberg

Austinburg Township
City Slickers 4-H Club
Geneva High School 

and Penn State Behrend

RACHEL MYERS
Age: 16

Parents: Robert and 
Cheryl Myers

Conneaut
Cutting Edge 4-H Club 

Sheffield Target Masters 4-H
Myers Academy

KATELYNE CROUCH
Age: 17

Parents: Kenn and
Elizabeth Crouch

Jefferson
PV FFA and Valley 
Stitchers 4-H Club

Cleveland State University

EMILY RICHARDS
Age: 15

Parents: Randy and 
Suzy Richards

Jefferson
Milkshakes 4-H Club
Lakeside High School

SAMANTHA SHREVE
Age: 17

Parents: Tony Beckwith 
and Dawn

Shreve-Beckwith
Rome Township

Milkshakes 4-H Club
Youngstown State University

JONATHAN HALL
Age: 16

Parents: Shawn
and Michelle Hall
Windsor Township

Milkshakes 4–H Club
Grand Valley
High School

GARHETT SMITH
Age: 16

Parents: George
and Rebecca Smith

Dorset Township
The Peanut Gallery

4-H Club
Ohio Virtual Academy

TRAVIS LUCE
Age: 14

Parents: William
and Melissa Luce

Andover
Country Bumpkins

4-H Club
PV High School

14



Star Beacon, Saturday, August 3, 2019 	 ASHTABULA COUNTY FAIR — 15

JR. FAIR ROYAL COURT

Each contestant must have a complete project or display exhibited at the fair.
Exceptions must be pre-approved by the Royal Court Committee.
Failure to comply will result in disqualification.
Each contestant must be a resident of Ohio.
King and Queen contestants must be between the ages of 15-21 years of age as of January 1 of the current fair year.
Prince and Princess contestants must be between the ages of 12-14 years of age as of January 1 of the current fair year.
Contestants may not be married, nor be the parent of a child.
If between the ages of 16-19 the Junior Fair Queen must enter the Ohio Fairs Queen Contest at the Ohio Fair Manager’s Association Convention after being crowned.

SOURCE: ASHTABULA COUNTY FAIR BOOK

ROYAL COURT CANDIDATES 2019

PRINCESS CANDIDATES

BRIELLE BOGARDUS
Age: 13

Parents: David and
Sarah Bogardus

Pierpont
Mix-N-Match Pacs
Pymatuning Valley

High School

JADE BROWN
Age: 14

Parents; Mauri Smith
Jefferson

Siver Stirrups
4-H Club

Jefferson Area
High School

MIKENZIE BROWN
Age: 13

Parents Carrie Brown
Jefferson

Denmark Pioneers
4-H Club

Jefferson Area
High School

ABIGAIL BUTCHER
Age: 12

Parents: Zeek Butcher 
and Samantha Brown

Madison
Silver Stirrups

4-H Club
Madison Middle School

BRIDGET DARBY
Age: 13

Parents: John and
Ann Marie Darby

Jefferson
Barns and Buttons

4-H Club
Homeschooled

MACKENZIE HERRICK
Age: 13

Parents: Benjamin and 
Alice Colucci; Jesse Pudder

Ashtabula
Denmark Pioneer and 

Jefferson Junior Grange
Geneva High School

SERENITY KRANAUER
Age: 14

Parents John and
Bernie Kranauer

Rock Creek
Silver Stir-ups

4-H Club
Geneva High School

LILLY LUCE
Age: 12

Parents: William and 
Melissa Luce

Andover Country
Bumpkins 4-H Club
Pymatuning Valley

Middle School

BROOKE MYERS
Age: 14

Parents’ Keith
and Cheri Myers

Conneaut
The Cutting Edge 4-H 
Club, Sheffield Target 

Masters, Myers Academy

GRACE STROKE
Age: 14

Jefferson
Kids N’ Cows

and
Sewing Hayseeds
Pymatuning Valley

High School

KAYCEE SAARI
Age: 13

Parents: Carl Saari and 
Jamie Cottle

Jefferson
Barns and Buttons

4-H Club
Jefferson High School

MARIA STRINGFELLOW
Age: 14

Parents: Marc and
Anita Stringfellow

Jefferson
Prime Bovine 4-H Club, 

PV FFA, Pymatuning 
Valley High School

15
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JEFFERSON — Teen-
agers that are a part of 
4-H have been raising 
animals for weeks and 
months, and they 	
will get a chance to 	
see the profits of 	
their labor at the Market 
Livestock Sale, slated 
for 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 10. 

There are multiple 
classes of animal that 
members of 4-H can 
raise for the fair, includ-
ing cows, goats, chick-
ens and pigs.

“These kids put their 
heart and soul into 	
their projects,” said 	
Jenna Hoyt, 4-H ed-
ucator with the OSU 
Extension. “That doesn’t 
mean just going out ev-
ery morning and throw-
ing a couple flakes of 
hay at your animal. 	
That means taking 	
them out, walking them, 
practicing showman-
ship, actually physically 
handling that animal 

every day.”
There are categories 

for each animal, includ-
ing several for various 
kinds of cow.

4-H has guidance 
for members looking 
for a project animal, 
including the amount of 
water, space, and food 
the animal needs.

The most expensive 
and time intensive 	
projects are cows, ac-
cording to the Ohio 4-H.

Market beef requires 
10 to 20 gallons of 
water per day, and 600 
square feet of exercise 
area, and cost $615 to 
feed.

However, cows at 
maximum weight for 
the fair can sell for as 
much as $2,300.

Other animals, like 
lambs, are cheaper to 
feed, but sell for less.

Lambs, for example, 
cost around $200 to 
buy, and around $130 
to feed, and sell for 
$380 to $440, according 
to the Ohio 4-H.

“Each project is so 

different. Obviously, 
if you have a larger 
animal, you’re going to 
start earlier in the year 
with that animal, and 
if you’re talking beef 
cattle, they’re obviously 
going to consume more. 
They’re going to put 	
on more weight. 	
Whereas, if you’re rais-
ing turkeys or rabbits, 
you have six weeks or 
two months for your 
turnaround time,” Hoyt 
said.

Teens raising animals 
have to go through a 
quality assurance class.

“It talks about the 
importance of raising a 
quality animal, handling 
your animal safely, 
and really puts light to 
these kids that they 	
are one of the first 
steps in the food chain. 
So we talk about safety, 
welfare, and ethics for 
the animal, and being 
that quality producer, 
and then setting the 
stage for everybody in 
the food industry,” Hoyt 
said.

BY BRIAN HAYTCHER

bhaytcher@starbeacon.com

4-H members raise animals
for auction, education

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Taylor Cotton, 15, of Ashtabula, (left) receives help from friend Ava Contenza, 15, 
of Jefferson, during the Market Animal Show at the 2018 Ashtabula County Fair in 
Jefferson. Cotton won the duck grand champion for the second year in a row.
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“We would love to become your 
OTHER family doctor.”

GOOD LUCK TO ALL 4 H’ERS
AND EXHIBITORS

Quality Care with a Hometown Feel!
Western Reserve

Animal Clinic
1199 State Route 7 North, Pierpont

440.577.1111

Ask About Our
Vaccine
Value

Packages
$7399-$16599

Clients Love Our
Paws Perks

Earn 5% Back
on All Purchases.

(excluding vaccine value packages)

www.westernreserveanimalclinic.com

Adam J. Smith
General Manager | Golf Professional

LESSONS AVAILABLE  •  PLEASE CALL  FOR AN APPOINTMENT

7048 N. Main St. (Rt. 193)
N. Kingsville, OH 44068
villagegreengc.us

Offi ce 440.224.0931
ajsmith71372gmail.com
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ASHTABULA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
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We’re Talkin’ Tasty!

Andover Delivery Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 4pm-Close

Sat. & Sun.
11am-Close

Jefferson
Delivery Hours:

Daily
11am-Close

Delivery Available
in Andover & Jefferson

(5 Mile Radius)

310 East Main Street
Andover

293-4778
51 N. Chestnut

Jefferson 
576-1111

(2) 9-Cut 1-Topping
Pizzas & 2-Liter

Only
$1899
$2 OFF 
ANY PURCHASE

Minimum $15 purchase.
Expires 9/2/19

Not valid w/ other offers or coupons
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JEFFERSON — Part 
frog folklore, part 
country fair fun, the 
Ashtabula County 
Fair’s Frog Jumping 
Contest stands out as 
one of those wacky 
crowd-pleasers that 
everyone should see 
at least once in their 
lifetime.

The frog jump compe-
tition recreates 		
Mark Twain’s short 	
story, “The Celebrated 
Frog of Calaveras Coun-
ty,” which may be based 
on true leaping amphib-
ians from the 1800s. 

The frog jump starts 
at 1 p.m. Tuesday at the 
east end of the fair-
grounds by the Grange 
Building.

Competitors should 
arrive at least 10 	
minutes early to sign 
up.

Every year, children of 
all ages enter their best 
jumpers and — with 
shouts and slaps — 

encourage their frogs 
to leap further than the 
others.

 In the past, the 
winners usually jump 
about 12 feet and a few 
others escape their han-
dler’s hands and send 
the crowd into a frog 
frenzy.

Faithful frog jumping 
fans know there are 
some secrets to coaxing 
a frog to make a win-

ning jump:

HANDLE THE FROG
AS LITTLE AS POSSIBLE

Don’t make them 
a pet, preserving the 
frog’s instinct to fly 
when freed.

KEEP THEM IN A PAIL
WITH COOL WATER

If they get too hot, 
they don’t want to 
jump.

DON’T SQUEEZE THEM
Be gentle.

THE OFFICIAL RULES OF 
THE FROG JUMP ARE AS 
FOLLOWS:

• One frog at a 	
time is released 	
from their owner’s 
hands in the center of a 
circle.

The first three leaps 
count as the jump.

Then one of the judg-
es announces the total 
inches.

• Frogs either leap 	
energetically or sit 
lazily; their owners 
frantically coax them, 
blow on them or slap 
the ground with their 
palms.

The rules ban 	
touching the frogs, 	
but a particularly stub-
born frog can be poked 
a bit.

• Area frogs only! No 
imported varieties.

Fairbucks will be 
awarded to first-, sec-
ond- and third-place 
winners.

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Go frog wild at
Ashtabula County Fair

FILE PHOTO

The frog jumping contest is always a popular attraction 
at the fair. 

Subscribe Today 440-994-3242
www.starbeacon.com

STAR BEACON

18

4542 Main Avenue, Ashtabula 
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www.PlayallAmerica.com

Awards??
We Do Them All at PlayAll.

AWARDS & ENGRAVING

Congratulations to all 4-H Participants

HAINES MEMORIALS, LTD.
Care & Respect are the benchmarks of  our

commitment to our personal service

For 90 years, we have worked with families to ensure 
a memorial refl ecting their wishes and characteristics. We use 

the fi nest materials available to create a lasting memorial.

1640 State Rt. 46 N., Jefferson, OH 44047 :: 440-576-2637
You are invted to call or visit our website at

www.hainesmemorials.com
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CURING & SMOKING
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JEFFERSON – Mo-
torized mayhem has 
proven a worthy re-
placement to the music 
stars who once graced 
the grandstand at the 
Ashtabula County Fair, 
officials said.

When Fair Board 
members decided two 
years ago that big-
name entertainers had 
become too costly, 
the Demolition Derby 
stepped up to fill the 
gap.

The fair hasn’t missed 
a beat, said Brian Edel-
man, board president.

“The derby has been 
great,” he said. “For 
several years it’s been a 
great draw.”

The popular smash-
up will be held at 7:30 
p.m. on two nights – 
Wednesday, Aug. 7 and 
Saturday, Aug. 10.

Cost is $5 for a grand-
stand seat and $10 for 
a pit pass.

Contests are held in a 
variety of divisions.

Rules and entry 	
information for 	
drivers 	can be 		
found on the county 
fair website at 		

www.ashtabulafair.com.
Last year, upwards of 

80 drivers competed, 
Edelman said.

The event attracts 
women and men who 
don’t mind bumping 
— or bashing — into 
one another in front 
of plenty of screaming 
spectators.

For the past few 
years, the board has 
relied on Derbydog 
Productions to oversee 
the event.

The company began 
in 2005 and promotes 

shows in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, according 
to its website.

Derbydog’s 2019 
calendar lists more 
than two dozen shows 
between July and Sep-
tember, most of them 
county fairs in the two 
states.

Many drivers compete 
in several of the events, 
company officials said 
last year.

“We do have some 
drivers who will go 	
to 10 to 15 competi-
tions,” Frances Hejduk, 
who runs Derbydog 
Productions with her 
husband, Jeremy, said 
in 2018.

While many of the 
drivers are local resi-
dents, some log many 
miles to participate, 
Edelman said.

“They come from sur-
rounding counties, too,” 
he said.

The derby became 
one of the premier 
entertainment options 
at the fair in 2017, the 
same year fair board 
members agreed the 
cost of top-level music 

talent had become a 
budget-buster.

“We wre losing 
$15,000 to $20,000 a 
year booking bands,” 
Edelman said at the 
time.

“The big name bands 
want $50,000 to per-
form at the fair.”

The derby, along 
with other attractions, 
has proved a popular 
replacement, Edelman 
said.

“People always show 

up,” he said.
“We’ve done very 

well.”
Despite the success, 

don’t look for a third 
night of demolition 	
derby action anytime 
soon. The board doesn’t 
want too much of a 
good thing, believing it 
might dilute the experi-
ence.

“If we expand, it 	
could take away some 
of the fun,” Edelman 
said.

BY MARK TODD

Special to the Star Beacon 

Demolition Derby scheduled for two nights

FILE

Jeremy Roper, of Greene, sends smoke flying during 
the Derby Dog Demolition Derby at the 2017 Ashtabula 
County Fair in Jefferson. 
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STILLMAN AUTO & CARTS, LLC

440-964-7080
CAR & GOLF CART BATTERIES ON SALE NOW!!

AMERICA’S #1 SELLING 
REPLACEMENT BATTERY

AUTOMOTIVE, POWER SPORTS, 
TURF, TRAILER & SPECIALTY

1435 COLUMBUS AVE. ASHTABULA, OH 44004

Mon. - Fri.
8am to 5pm

WE SELL GOLF 
CART WHEELS 

& TIRES!
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JEFFERSON — Some 
folks yearn for the good 
old days of the Ashtabu-
la County Fair.

In a village known for 
being the county seat 
with its historic court-
house, century homes 
and train depot, the 
memories aren’t far off.

This year, the log cab-
in, the oldest building 
on the fairgrounds, 
will pay tribute to two 
historic attractions 
in Ashtabula County, 
said Jerry Miller, former 
director on the Ashtabu-
la County Fair Board.

Tabor’s Terrific Toy 
Museum, owned by 
Gary Tabor of Williams-
field, will be bringing 
some samples of his 
toy collection, which he 
has been amassing over 
40 years. Gary receives 
visitors from all over 
the country to view his 
unique assemblage of 
old and restored toys. 
His oldest is an 1889 
boy’s carpentry set.

“I enjoy the hunt for 
toys as well as the resto-
ration of them,” he said. 
“I’m looking forward to 
sharing my treasures 
with fairgoers this year.”

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Log cabin to feature antique trains and toys

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Tabor’s Terrific Toy Museum, owned by Gary Tabor of Williamsfield, will be bringing some samples of his toy 
collection, which he has been collecting for over 40 years.SEE FEATURE, PAGE 21
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KINGSVILLE
TOWING AND REPAIR NO JOB

TOO
SMALL

LARGE WRECKER HEAVY CRANE SERVICES
ROAD & TIRE SERVICE

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MOVING
Located on Rt. 193 at I-90 Kingsville, OH • 440 224-1233

Monday-Friday 9-5 Saturday 9-Noon

Light & Heavy Wrecker Service
Auto • RV • Truck • Trailer • Accident Scene Incident Management

WRECKER SERVICE PROFESSIONALS

440 224-1233

MAJOR & MINOR MECHANICAL REPAIRS ON
TRUCKS TRAILERS & MOTOR HOMES

  Now Stocking
  • Gear Oil
  • Hydraulic Fluid
     and other Lubricants

24 Hour Service
Medium & Heavy

Truck 
Repair

KINGSVILLE
TOWING AND REPAIR
NOW AVAILABLE
• OXYGEN TANKS
• ACETYLENE
• ARGON MIX
• WELDING ROD & WIRE
• PROPANE TANK REFILLSS

BOTTLE 
EXCHANGE 

ONLY

440 224-1233

King’s Tent Rental
Graduations - Reunions - Parties

TENTS - TABLES - CHAIRS
PARTY GAMES

Graduations - Reunions - Parties

TENTS - TABLES - CHAIRS
PARTY GAMES

www.kingstentrental.com

440-224-1233

Located on Rt. 193 at I-90 
Kingsville, OH • 440 224-1233

Monday-Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-Noon

SELF
SERVICE

STORAGE
&

MINI
STORAGE

Rt. 193 & I-90
Kingsville, OH

440-224-
1233
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FEATURE:
Log cabin to display

antique toys and trains

The “Dream Big” Busi-
ness of 2019 also will be 
on display at the log 
cabin. Robert and Linda 
Callahan of Ashtabula 
were honored earlier 
this year for their ef-
forts with the Ashtabu-
la, Carson and Jefferson 
Railroad, commonly 
known as the AC & J 
Railroad in Jefferson.

The railroad was 
founded in 1984, 
and has been both an 
operated railroad and 
a tourist attraction in 
the past, providing rail 
fans young and old with 
local train rides. The 
Callahans are happy 
to share their love of 
trains with the public at 
the log cabin this year.

“Built in 1915, the log 

cabin was built in mem-
ory of early pioneers, 
starting a tradition of 
showing antiques and 
fair memorabilia in-
side,” Miller said. “Stop 
in to the log cabin at the 
county fair this year to 
see some exceptional 
examples of Ashtabula 
County history.”

The fair starts Tues-
day and runs through 
Sunday, Aug. 11 at the 
fairgrounds in Jeffer-
son. Daily single admis-
sion is $8 for ages 5 and 
older, and includes a 
wrist band for free rides 
(except pony rides).

Admission for chil-
dren ages 4 and young-
er is free every day. Ride 
bands are $5.

For more information, 
go to www.ashtabula-
fair.com.

FROM PAGE 20

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Gary Tabor, of Williamsfield, will be bringing some sam-
ples of his toy collection, which he has been amassing 
over 40 years to display in the log cabin.
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model shown 74773 with 50in deck

model shown 74768 with 50in deck

model shown 74959 with 72in deck

Own The Best On The
Block

TimeCutter® MX Series
$299974773

TimeCutter® MX Series MyRIDE®

$419974768

Z Master® 3000 Series
$979974950
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173rd Anniversary
ASHTABULA COUNTY JR. FAIR LIVESTOCK AUCTION

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10TH AT 1:00 P.M. OFFERING FOR SALE

Market
Animal Sale

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR            RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR              BEST OF SHOW             RESERVE BEST OF SHOW            CARCASS

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR  
Dairy Beef Feeder
Adele Bogardus

Buyer - Buckeye Builders

RESERVE CHAMPION  EXHIBITOR
 BEST OF SHOW- Dairy Beef Feeder

Lary Durkovic
Buyer - Erie Bank

RESERVE BEST OF SHOW
Dairy Beef Feeder

Jake Baker
Buyer - Fetters Farm

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
 BEST OF SHOW- Beef Feeder

Ally Durkovic
Buyer - Smokin T’s

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
 Beef Feeder
Nicole Taor

Buyer - Evan Flack

RESERVE BEST OF SHOW
Beef Feeder

Natalie Frank
Buyer - Ben Brodbury

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR 
RESERVE BEST OF SHOW- 

Dairy Steers
Jake Butler

Buyer - North American EDM Suppliers

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
 BEST OF SHOW- Dairy Steers

Emily Millard
Buyer - Re-New Plastics

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR 
RESERVE BEST OF SHOW- 

Market Steers
Kate Cole

Buyer - Ashtabula Concrete & Construction

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
Market Steers

Alaina Neczeparenko
Buyer - Oink,Moo, Cluck Farms, 

Jackom & Hart Families

 BEST OF SHOW
 Market Steers

Devin Ray
Buyer - Lawson Trucking

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR  
BEST OF SHOW- Dairy Beef Carcass

Allison Graves
Buyer - Chestnut Valley Farms

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
 RESERVE  BEST OF SHOW- 

Dairy Beef Carcass
Jake Butler

Buyer - Walter & Michal Barnes

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
 BEST OF SHOW- Beef Carcass

Aubrey Bradbury
Buyer - Hallbrook Farm Seed Sales

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
 RESERVE  BEST OF SHOW- 

Beef Carcass
George Gzura

Buyer - Snyders Collision Center

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
 BEST OF SHOW- Market Hogs

Trenton Ellsworth
Buyer - Ashtabula County Farm Bureau 

and Soil & Water

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
Market Hogs

Taylor Ellsworth
Buyer - Oink Moo Cluck Farms

RESERVE BEST OF SHOW- 
Market Hogs
Abby Cole

Buyer - Petrowell Services

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR 
Hog Carcass

Preston Gibbons
Buyer - Gene and Joan Gibbons

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
 Hog Carcass
Miley Edleman

Buyer - Westford Milling Co.

RESERVE BEST OF SHOW
Hog Carcass

Asha Hamilton
Buyer - Hamilton Farms

 BEST OF SHOW
Hog Carcass

Hunter Spangler
Buyer - Stewart Rentals

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR 
Meat Rabbits

Samara Newhart
Buyer - Newhart Plumbing

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
Meat Rabbits

Shelby Anthony
Buyer - Dwight & Susan Bowden
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173rd Anniversary
ASHTABULA COUNTY JR. FAIR LIVESTOCK AUCTION

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10TH AT 1:00 P.M. OFFERING FOR SALE

Market
Animal Sale

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR            RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR              BEST OF SHOW             RESERVE BEST OF SHOW            CARCASS

RESERVE BEST OF SHOW
Beef Feeder
Natalie Frank

Buyer - Ben Brodbury

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR  
BEST OF SHOW- Dairy Beef Carcass

Allison Graves
Buyer - Chestnut Valley Farms

RESERVE BEST OF SHOW- 
Market Hogs
Abby Cole

Buyer - Petrowell Services

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
Meat Rabbits

Shelby Anthony
Buyer - Dwight & Susan Bowden

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
 BEST OF SHOW- Market Lambs

John Jackom
Buyer - Ashtabula County Farm Bureau

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
Market Lambs

Rebecca Jackom
Buyer - Smokin T’s

RESERVE BEST OF SHOW
Market Lambs
Daniel Jackom

Buyer - Cope Farm Equipment

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR 
Lamb Carcass
Tyler Brown

Buyer - David Thomas County Auditor

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR 
Lamb Carcass

Cora Riggleman
Buyer - County Line Auto Wrecking

BEST OF SHOW
Lamb Carcass

Mekenzie Brown
Buyer - Stewart Rentals

RESERVE BEST OF SHOW- 
Lamb Carcass
Megan Jacobs

Buyer - Great Lakes Crushing

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR 
Market Ducks
Taylor Cotton

Buyer - Anderson View Landscape

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
Market Ducks
Katelyn Grim

Buyer - Dwight & Susan Bowden

 BEST OF SHOW
Market Ducks
Andrew Myers

Buyer - Dwight & Susan Bowden

RESERVE BEST OF SHOW
Market Ducks
Mason Jacobs

Buyer - Great Lakes Crushing

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR 
Market Chickens
Jennifer Pruden

Buyer - Judge Sezon & Richard L. Dana

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
 RESERVE BEST OF SHOW- 

Market Chickens
Edison Cigony

Buyer - David Thomas - County Auditor

 BEST OF SHOW
Market Chickens
Darian Gustafson

Buyer - Cherry Valley Processing

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR 
RESERVE BEST OF SHOW

Market Trukeys
Christiana Crites

Buyer - Ashtabula County Recorder

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR
Market Turkeys

Katalyne Crouch
Buyer - Cherry Valley Processing

 BEST OF SHOW
Market Turkeys

Emily Buck
Buyer - Meaney Farms

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR 
Market Goats

Brooke Mattley
Buyer - Bloomfield Livestock Auction

RESERVE CHAMPION EXHIBITOR 
RESERVE BEST OF SHOW

 Market Goats
Alyssa Hanna

Buyer - David & Rhonda Szuhay

 BEST OF SHOW
Market Goats

Brandon Hanna
Buyer - Countryside Vet Clinic

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBITOR 
Market Goat Carcass

Darron Jones
Buyer - Newhart Plumbing

 BEST OF SHOW
Dairy Goat Cheese Basket

Sara Hubbard
Buyer - Judge Sezon & Richard Dana

RESERVE BEST OF SHOW
Dairy Goat Cheese Basket

Colleen Darby
Buyer - Walter & Michal Barnes

 BEST OF SHOW
Dairy Cow Cheese Basket

 Teresa Palchin
Buyer - Bloomfield Livestock Auction
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173rd Anniversary
ASHTABULA COUNTY JR. FAIR LIVESTOCK AUCTION

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10TH AT 1:00 P.M. OFFERING FOR SALE

Market
Animal Sale

A Team Property Maintenance
Anderson View Landscape
Ashtabula Co. Farm Bureau &  
Ashtabula Co. Soil & Water 
Dist.
Ashtabula Concrete &  
Construction
Austinburg Vet Clinic
Walter & Michal Barnes
Joyce Benesh
Bill Britton Trucking
Bloomfield Livestock Auction
Dwight & Susan Bowden
Ben Bradbury
Britton Farm Drainage
Brown Sprinkler Service
Buckeye Brute Racing Team
Buckeye Builders
Craig & Morgan Butler
Jim & Seanna Butler
Justin Butler
Chagrin Valley Steel Erectors
Charlie’s Auto Parts
Cherry Valley Processing
Chestnut Valley Farm
Edward A. Cigany, Farrier
Clark Electric
Colebrook Elevator

G. Joseph & Jerry Colucci
Randy & Dennise Cook
Cope Farm Equipment
County Line Superette
Countyline Auto Wrecking
Crooked Fence Farm
Crystal Clear Water
Countryside Vet Clinic
Cunningham Farm Drainage
D&M Farms and Trucking
David Thomas for County 
Auditor
Easton’s Culligan’s Inc.
Edelman Firewood Sales
Rosmarie & Myron Eldred
Erdel Auctioneering
Erie Bank
Farming With a Smile
Fenton Manufacturing
Fetters Farm
Evan Flack
The Flag Store
Foltz & Sons
Karl Frank
Gene & Joan Gibbons
Gildersleeve Electric
Great Lakes Crushing
Michelle & Mike Grim

Carl R. Gruey
H & H Enterprises
Hallbrook Farm Seed Sales
Hamilton Farms
Charles & Cyndi Hamilton
Harvey Homes and RV
Hickory Nut Fencing
Michael Holler
Honey Hollow Herb Farm
J.A.S. Construction LLC
The Jackam & Hart Families
Denny & Jennie Jacobs
William Jacobs
Jefferson Milling
Ron & Lois Jones
Kelly Joyce
JR Lumber Company
Kanicki Cattle Company
Tim & Janet Keeney
Dr. Joseph Kessler
Casey Kozlowski, Co.  
Commissioner
Krystowski Tractor Sales Inc.
Lachey Snowplowing & 
Trucking
Larson Trucking
Lautanen Trucking
Law Office of Katherine Riedel

Ken & Darlene Limestoll
Lonesome Pine Farm
Magyar Farms and Elevator
Marcy Tractor and Equipment
Marous Farms Ent. Inc.
Marrison Old Tractors
Martha Yoder for State Rep.
Maunus Construction
Maurer Propane
Maurer’s Quality Mowing
Deak McCallister
McLaurin Funeral Home
Meaney Farms
Middlefield Banking
Mike Ellsworth Construction
Nelson Farm
Ben Newbold
Newbold Farms
Newhart Plumbing
Newhart Trucking
Clay Nielsen
North American EDM Supplies
North East Fire Protection
November Security
Oink Moo Cluck Farms LLC
Louis Orosz
Painted Meadow Farm

Keith Palmer
Pelorus Financial Group
The PennOhio Corp.
Petrowell Services
Phone World Inc.
Piper Processing
Pleasant Valley Fisheries
Ray Chiropractic Clinic
Joe Ray
Randy Reeve
ReNew Plastics
REO Trucking
RNJ Trucking
Rollin-B Country Cowboy Cafe
S & R Farms
Safeway Construction Services
Ashtabula Co. Recorder  
Barbara Schaab
Judge David Schroeder
Schwartz Farms
Ruth Service
Judge Marianne Sezon & 
Richard L. Dana
Shelatz Farm
Shook Farm
Silver Dollar Trucking
Skufca Auto Body
George Smith

Smokin’ T’s
Snyder’s Collision Center
Springer Dairy Farm
Stackhouse Construction
Steen Masonry Restoration
Stewart Rentals
Pat & Jerry Stitt
William & Donna Stone
Stringfellow Farm
Ken Sullivan
David & Rhonda Szuhay
Tabors Garage
Third Dimension
Triple S-N-J Farm
Troy Mill Wood Products
True Care Landscaping
Justin Tuttle
Union Home Mortgage
United Excavating & Oil Well 
Service
Valley Feed Mill
W.I. Miller & Sons
Daniel & Bonnie Welker
Westford Milling Co.
Jamie Whitely
Tim & Kathy Wolf
Wychock Physical Therapy

THANK YOU
2018

For your support at the 2018 Market Livestock Auction, from all the Ashtabula County Fair, FFA, Auctioneers, 
Clerks, Office Staff, Trophy Sponsors & Medallion Sponsors. Thanks also to the Farm Bureau of Orwell for  

refreshments during the sale on August 11, 2018.

To The Following Community Members & Businesses
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On October 30, 1822, 
a group of pioneer 
citizens met at the old 
brick court house in 
Jefferson to form the 
Ashtabula Agricultural 
Society.

From the small group 
assembled, a committee 
was appointed to draft 
a Constitution for the 
Society, whose purpose 
it was to promote the 
interest of agriculture in 
the forest covered land 
of Ashtabula County.

FIRST MEETING
At the first annual 

meeting held January 
16, 1823, Nehemiah 
King was elected pres-
ident; Eliphalet Austin, 
first vice-president; 
Edward Fifield, second 
vice-president; Matthew 
Hubbard, corresponding 
secretary; Jacob Austin, 
auditor, and Timothy R. 
Hawley, treasurer.

FIRST CATTLE SHOW
The first annual cattle 

show and fair was held 
in Austinburg on the 
first Tuesday in Octo-
ber, 1823 featuring a 
total of $40 in premi-
ums.

The top prize of $10 
was awarded to Jon-
athan Warner for the 
best improved farm of 
50 acres.

Cybelia St. John won 
the first prize for the 
best grass bonnet in 
imitation leghorn.

The cattle show and 
fair was repeated the 
next year in Austinburg 
and in 1825 moved to 
Ashtabula, in hopes of 

attracting greater inter-
est; but the response 
was not successful and 
in 1826, the Fourth 
Annual Cattle Show and 
Fair was held in Jeffer-
son

JEFFERSON TOWN SQUARE
The first fair in 

Jefferson was held on 
the town square with 
livestock displays tied 
to the hitching posts 
in front of the court 
house. 

The people of Jeffer-
son failed to support 
the project and the fifth 
fair was planned, but 
never held. The Soci-
ety’s activities ceased 
for the next 15 years.

AGRICUTURAL SOCIETY
On March 7, 1842, 

the Ashtabula County 
Agricultural Society 
was organized under 
the leadership of R. W. 
Griswold.

The First Annual Fair 
was held at the court 
house on October 15, 
1842.

 “While public atten-
tion in our day is so di-
vided and directed to so 
many different objects, 
each claiming such a 
share of time, means 
and energies of individ-
uals as to prevent any 
one being fully attended 
to, this Society presents 
a common platform 
where the whole com-
munity can rally as 
a citizen of common 
course and as a friend,” 
Griswold said.

A special meeting 
was called on June 25, 

1846, and the Society, 
as formed in 1842, was 
dissolved “for want of 
interest taken by the 
citizens of the county.” 

On September 12, 
1846, in answer to an 
appeal made by the 
Ashtabula Sentinel, a 
second organization 
was formed under the 
new regulations of the 
State Department of 
Agriculture.

FIRST ANNUAL FAIR
The First Annual Fair 

of the re-born Society 
was held at the court 
house on October 16, 
1846. The present fair-
grounds was acquired 
in the early 1850s.

The records show in 
1854 the Society ex-
pended $2,500 to erect 
an Agricultural Hall and 
other improvements to 
the fairgrounds. The 
fair of 1858 drew a total 
of 5,000 people.

FAIRGROUNDS TURNED
INTO ARMY CAMP

In 1861 the fair-
grounds was turned 
into an Army Camp, 

known as Camp Gid-
dings, where 1,500 men 
from Northeastern Ohio 
were camped. 

On Christmas Day 
they marched from 
Jefferson to Ashtabula 
where they were en-
trained for Columbus 
and were mustered into 
the Union Army.

The 29th Ohio Volun-
teers were engaged in 
some of the most severe 
fighting of the Civil War.

RACETRACK BUILT
The first race track, a 

third of a mile oval, was 
built in the early 1870s.

In 1914 a balloon 
ascension was the high-
light of the fair.

LOG CABIN BUILT
In 1915 the newly 

built log cabin was ded-
icated. The logs for the 
structure were given by 
or in memory of local 
pioneers who had been 
born in a log cabin.

Expansion and im-
provements proved 
impossible as a private 
concern, so sometime 
in the 1920s, the county 

took title to the proper-
ty, but left it under the 
control of the Agricul-
tural Society.

The 1945 Fair fea-
tured a display of 2,000 
German and Japanese 
mementos in the Octa-
gon Building, souvenirs 
of local servicemen 
returned from World 
War II. VJ Day in 1945 
brought one of the 
largest single day at-
tendance records when 
14,000 people jammed 
the midway.

“CENTENNIAL FAIR”
The “Centennial 	

Fair” in 1946 brought 
many improvements to 
the fairgrounds in-
cluding the first paved 
midway.

The 100th Ashtabula 
County Fair featured a 
historical parade with 
every township repre-
sented and a pioneer 
exhibit in the Octagon 
Building displaying rel-
ics of early settlers and 
a photographic display 
of the county’s history 
presented by the His-
torical Society.

NEW GRANDSTAND
In June 1956 the 

new grandstand was 
completed by Southern 
Bleachers Construction 
Co. of Graham, Texas.

BURST OF GROWTH
The 1980s saw a 

burst of growth at the 
fairgrounds with many 
new facilities added 
including the small 
animal building, Con-
cession Office, Sheriff 
Patrol’s Office, 4-H 
Saddlehorse and Draft 
Horse Barns, Enter-
tainment Pavilion and 
Market Animal Barn.

The years have seen 
a lot of changes for the 
Ashtabula County Agri-
cultural Society, 	
but the goals of the So-
ciety remain constant: 
“to promote the encour-
agement of agriculture, 
horticulture, and the 
rearing of better live-
stock, improvement of 
domestic science and 
art, promote general  
community betterment, 
together with all other 
commercial and educa-
tional interests of the 
county.”

With the support 
and dedication of local 
citizens the society has 
been able to continue 
their work to attain 
these goals as well as 	
to provide a fun and 
exciting annual event 
for the community to 
enjoy.

This History includes 
information from arti-
cles by Arlie Keel and 
Catherine Ellsworth.

Ashtabula County Fair has a long agricultural history 
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The first race track, a third of a mile oval, was built in the early 1870s.
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JEFFERSON — There will be a 
lot to crow about Thursday at the 
Ashtabula County Fair as contes-
tants participate in the rooster 
crowing contest.

Last year, Ericka Beinhardt, 14, 
of Geauga County, was all smiles 
after her white and black speckled 
rooster, Prince, crowed 40 times to 
win the 2018 Crowing Champion 
title and $5 “fairbucks” to spend 
at the fair.

Ericka said Prince had no	
 special training and she was 
“shocked” he crowed his little 
heart out to win.

“We didn’t prepare at all,” she 
said.

By tradition, roosters crow at 
sunrise but the crowing contest 
will start 10 a.m. this year in the 
Barnard Entertainment Center on 
the back midway.

Organizers are hoping Mother 
Nature cooperates and brings 

sunny skies, which traditionally 
means a large group of die-hard 
crowing fans, as well as entries to 
the contest.

The contest rules are as follows:
• Only one rooster will be per-

mitted in each cage.
• Limit of two roosters per con-

testant.
• All roosters must comply with 

state of Ohio Poultry and Fowl 
Exhibition rules.

• Roosters may be from any 
breed, any age from teenagers to 
geriatrics. 

• Cages should be covered at 
9:30 a.m. and the covers removed 
at the start of the contest.

• A judge will tally each roost-
er’s crow for 30 minutes.

• Awards will be given to the 
bird that crows the most during 
that time period.

• $5 will be awarded to any 
rooster that crows more than 
130 times, established in 2004 by 
James Mathews’ rooster, General 
Lee.

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Rooster crowing contest slated for Thursday
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“Bossy,” owned by Julia Fallon, of Geneva, crows away on Thursday afternoon during th 
erooster crowing contest at the Ashtabula County Fair in Jefferson.

27

• Brakes • Tires •Tune-Ups
• Oil Changes • Alignments & More!
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT!
Corner of Rt. 84 E. & State Rd., Kelloggsville

(440) 224-1297

“See us for all your automotive needs.”

Comfort Air Conditioning & Heating
7 S. Broadway, Geneva

 (440) 466-3268
comfortsupplyinc.com

Lic. # 47574

WE OFFER SERVICE 
& INSTALLATIONS

Prompt, Professional Service
Since 1976 NAPA AUTO PARTS

Family Owned & Operated

JEFFERSON AUTO PARTS, INC.
30 South Chestnut St.
Jefferson, Ohio 44047
(440) 576-3891

Winner’s Circle Trophy Shop

Randy & Kathy Thompson,
Owners

440-466-9466
549 E. Main St., Geneva, OH 44041

Personalize your gift item 
with a photo

• Engraving • Embroidery
• Vinyl Lettering

• Sand Carved Glass & Marble
•Ribbons • Medals • Plaques

winnerscircletrophyshop@windstream.net
466winn.com

“Your hidden choice on the hill”

564 Kiwanis Park Drive, Geneva 
(440) 466-4291

www.beldingmonuments.com

Ron Belding & Cindy CarmanSince 1986

Ron

Serving 
Families For 

Over 30 Years!

“Your hidden choice on the hill”

564 Kiwanis Park Drive, Geneva 
(440) 466-4291

www.beldingmonuments.com

Ron Belding & Cindy CarmanSince 1986

Ron

Serving 
Families For 

Over 30 Years!

Gangbusters
Pizza & Country Store
3397 Gageville - Monroe Rd. Kingsville

www.gangbusterspizza.com440-224-1800
Our Store Summer Hours:

Mon.-Thurs. 8am-9pm | Fri. & Sat. 8am-9pm | Sun 10am-7pm

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR GROCERY NEEDS
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See us on the web at www.bortnicktractorsales.com

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5pm

Saturday 8-Noon

CONNEAUT
5042 Center Rd. (Rt. 7)
440-594-3216

KubotaUSA.com  *Excludes taxes and fees.
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2019. 0% A.P.R., 20% down,  nancing for 84 months on purchases of new Kubota L2501DT w/R4 Tires, LA525 Loader w/66” SB Bucket, Rear Land Pride Quick Hitch, Land Pride BB1260 Box Blade and Land Pride RCR1260 Rotary Mower from participating dealers 
in-stock inventory is available to qualifed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation USA; subject to credit approval. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000  nanced. Example amount based on sales price of $20,895. Each dealer sets own price. Prices and payments may vary. 
Offer expires 8/31/19.

Four strong attachments. 
One sweet deal.
Buy the L2501DT tractor with a front end loader, Land Pride quick hitch, 
box blade, plus a rotary mower and you’ll get one easy monthly payment. 
Plus countless jobs well done. Visit us today.

TRACTOR + ATTACHMENTS     $199* A MONTH     84 MONTHS    
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