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Governments assist home owners in small ways

BY WARREN DILLAWAY

warren@starbeacon.com

form, through the Com-
munity Reinvestment
Area, which can lead to
tax exempt possibilities
for a homeowner build-
ing a house or conducting
remodeling work, Con-

variety of ways.

One way local govern-
ments assist a homeowner
is through tax abate-
ments.

In Conneaut, home-
owners can fill out a

Home improvement
work is an owner-driven
initiative, but government
assists homeowners in a
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"G God We “Trwst”

neaut City Manager Nick
Sanford said.

“We certainly offer ben-

efits through the citywide
Community Reinvest-
ment Area in the form of
tax abatements on prop-
erty reinvestments during
the planning phase,” he
said.

Sanford said the city
would like to get more
people involved in the
program.

“It was established in
2005 during the Doug
Lewis administration and

city council at that time,
and made effective in the
codified ordinances in
Chapter 1381,” he said.

Sanford said it is avail-
able to all property class-
es, and is a tremendous
reinvestment and econom-
ic development tool.

Ashtabula City Manager
Jim Timonere said the city
offers some tax abatement
options for home remod-
eling.

He said the city encour-
ages people to remodel
homes to improve an

aging housing stock.

Geneva City Manager
Joseph Varckette said
the city’s comprehensive
plan, which is in the early
stages of funding and
planning, will address
quality of housing issues
as it develops.

An improvement to
property is also funded on
a sidewalk reimbursement
program, Varckette said.
He said information on
how the project works
is available on the city’s
website, genevaohio.gov.

1002 Broad Street
Conneaut

440-593-7350

PORT
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Local family-owned roofing You Define Your Success

business operating since 1951

CHRISTOPHER GILLETT

cqillett@starbeacon.com

ASHTABULA — Hassett
Family Roofing has been
in business since 1951,
serving many people across
Ashtabula County.

Family roofing owner
Mark Hassett said his
father, Joe, started the
independent roofing work
after he was approached
by an insurance man while
working on a house’s roof
Union Avenue.

The insurance man took a
liking to Joe, Mark Hassett
said.

“The insurance man
asked my dad if he would

do storm damage and re-
pairs for the insurance com-
panies, so my dad agreed to
it,” he said.

Hassett’s father previously
worked at the city docks at
night.

Hassett said his father
would load his tools into his
Chevy and drive to small
jobs on the side.

“In the 50s, it was a
building boom,” he said.
“They were building all the
houses in the 50s. He would
stop and talk to builders
and get the job of putting
new roofs on houses being
built.”

Things moved quickly
from there, Hassett said.

“He quit his job, hired
in his brothers-in-law and
his cousins, and was doing
roofs,” he said.

Joe Hassett received un-
expected pushback, Mark
said.

“Back then, there were
several big roofing compa-
nies that kind of laughed
at my dad, because he was
working out of his car,” he
said. “Shortly after that, my
dad had three Ford trucks,
so my dad was a very hon-
est hard-working guy, so
people liked him.”
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Christopher Gillett

Not taking luck for granted

consider myself lucky to
live in a home.
Many people my age,
between the housing
crisis, dysfunctional fam-
ilies, and systemic issues,
or otherwise, do not have
a meaningful place to call
home.
I also live in northeast

HTABULM

INYL Systems

Call for Free Estimate
440-576-8944
1-800-759-5164
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See us for

WINDOWS - SIDING
DOORS - AWNINGS

Jefferson, Ohio 44047
Fully licensed & insured

Ohio, a relatively cheap part
of the country, compared to
the West Coast, Southwest
and Northeast.

I do not try to take that
luck for granted, and maybe
because of my luck or
despite it, keeping up with a
home’s maintenance can feel
like a never-ending quest.
P’m sure others can relate.

Every few weeks or
months or years, we often
circle back to the same
issues, and when you cap
one problem, another one
pops up.

From septic repairs to
internet outages to refriger-
ator replacements, it always
feels like something needs to
be done.

That’s not mentioning
the long-term projects
people have in mind for

their homes, where snags
can come down to things
outside their control, like
emergency spending or the
global economy.

At the same time, we
juggle work, weekly chores,
family responsibilities and
car repairs. It’s extra fun
when an issue develops
right before the weekend,
just when no one’s open and
you want to relax.

If you live in an apart-
ment, you might be calling
your landlord, forced to
wait for them to get back
to you on fixing the pipes
or calling the electrician or
exterminator.

Rural folk may live far
from services, and have a
hard time finding things
like an internet provider
or plumber, who has the

experience to serve them
properly.

Many of us may owe our
living situations and where
we live to our parents and
grandparents, for better or
worse.

I remember growing up
hearing stories inside and
outside my family, about
how the Greatest Genera-
tion got a trade school trial
by fire, otherwise known as
the Great Depression and
Second World War.

My late grandfather was
among that generation.

He always emphasized the
importance of keeping your
home organized and clean.

In his old age, he kept
many hobbies related to his
home. Gardening was one
of his favorite activities.
remember close to the end

of his life, having some

of the tomatoes from his
garden with him and other
members of my family on
his porch.

That porch had been a
project of his and a good
friend, who passed away
shortly before him.

I still use that porch, but
keeping up the garden has
been challenge, not to say I
haven’t tried.

I often feel behind, but
none of that stops me from
staying the course, and
trying my best to get things
done, and I remember that
as bad as it feels to have
something that needs to get
fixed, it feels great when
that thing is finally fixed.
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teenager, he said.

“When I was about 13 or
14, I was home on summer
vacation, and I heard my mom
and dad arguing one morn-
ing,” he said. “What happened
was two workers called off,
and my dad had this big new
house to do on Howard Road.
What they were arguing about
was my dad wanted me to
come and help.”

Mark Hassett said his
father won the argument.

“I got dragged out of bed,

ROOF: Business has been in the family since 1951

and went to work,” he said.
“We were doing this roof,
and of course, we had it dried
in. My dad was shingling it,
and the other worker fell off
the roof. So, my dad had to
rush him to the hospital.”

Hassett said he was bored
siting on the roof alone and
got to work.

“I looked at the shingle
wrapper instructions, picked
up my dad’s pouch and ham-
mer, and started shingling,”
he said. “When my dad got
back, I must’ve done a good
job, because he didn’t yell at

"Cheq%l Yalley
. esS...
The flarne

OPEN
Mon., Tues.,
Wed., Fri.
7am - 4pm

Sat. 7am - 3 pm
Closed Thurs. & Sun.

val,

keets you warm
5391B Hayes Rd.,
Andover, OH 44003

(440) 293-4622

www.cherryvalleystoves.com

me. After that, it seems like I
never got a day off.”

Hassett worked for his
father every summer, he said.

“One summer, I wanted to
at least have a couple days
off to have some fun with my
friends,” he said. “My dad
told me If you work every
day, you can buy a car when
you're 16.””

Hassett said his father
followed through on that
promise.

“My dad paid me good, |
guess because he didn’t want
to give me money, he wanted
[me] to earn it,” he said. “My
dad was a man of his word,
and — of course cars were
cheap then — I was able to
buy a brand new Mustang.”

Hassett said his dad devel-
oped a reputation for honesty
in the local community.

“He didn’t charge elderly
people, like for a repair,” he
said. “He fixed it for free.”

Hassett said his father’s
reputation in the community

influenced his work long after m
he took it over.

“We’re doing this new
house, it’s a little house in the
Harbor, and at lunch time,
the lady owner stopped [by],
and I introduced myself,”
he said. “I said ‘I'm really
surprised you had me do this
with no estimate.””

Hassett said the lady told
him his dad had fixed her
family’s roof for free, while
she grew up on Station
Avenue.

“She always remembered
that,” he said.

Since taking over from his
father, Hassett has tried to
continue his father’s work,
he said.

“I could’ve moved the
company to Lake Coun-
ty, and made a lot more
money doing roofing, but
because Ashtabula and the
people, I've always stayed in

CHRISTOPHER GILLETT | STAR BEACON
Mark Hassett’s business, Hassett Family Roofing, was
started by Hassett’s father, Joe, in 1951.

this big high condo. They’re
like four stories high,” he
said. “We got this 40-foot
ladder stretched all the way,
and one of my workers goes
‘Uh oh you’re in trouble.” My
mother had heard I was on
this dangerous job. You see
this El Dorado pulling into
the parking lot, and you

several years a part of it.

“We do a roof every day
or two,” he said. “We’ve
probably done 25,000 roofs.
There’s been houses we’ve
done three times — same
house, but for different
owners.”

Hassett said he has worked
on many other buildings

Ashtabula,” he said.
Hassett has seen the roof-
ing market evolve over his

across the county, and made
great memories.
“One time we were doing

Call Your Local
Plumbing Professionals
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BEATS A FULL HOUSE
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see her screaming at me,
because it’s this dangerous
job.”
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Gutter company long-time family business

BY WARREN DILLAWAY

warren@starbeacon.com

AUSTINBURG TOWN-
SHIP — A small family
business has been attending
to the needs of home own-
ers for more than 30 years.

Lake Erie Seamless Gut-
ters has been in business
for 34 years, tending to
the needs of homeowners
throughout the region.

“It is a family-run busi-
said Kim Rockwell,
who owns the company
with her husband, Chris.

She said Chris’ parents,
Joe and Nancy Rockwell,

ness,”

started the business 34 years
ago. She and her husband
took over and have contin-
ued to operate it.

“We have a strong work
ethic,” Kim Rockwell said
of the company.

She said they prefer to
keep the business small,
and work hard to maintain
customers.

“Most of our business is
by reputation,” Rockwell
said.

She said they try to be

detail-oriented and highly
professional.

“We are not the cheapest
she said.

Rockwell said the gutters

contractor,”

are manufactured on-site.
A relatively new product
has been added to the busi-
ness during the last several
years.
“We also have snow
” Rockwell said of
the products that can keep

guards,

ice from rushing off a roof
and damaging gutters. She
said that has become an
increasingly in-demand
product the last four years,
as more people install metal
roofs.

The last five months have
been especially interesting
for Lake Erie Seamless Gut-
ters, as the 2024 Thanks-
giving weekend snowstorm
changed the rhythm of the
business. Rockwell said De-
cember and early winter is
usually a slow time, but that
was not the case following
the storm.

“We’ve seen increase of
she

calls around the storm,”

Completed.

Help mom get her
Spring Projects

Carpet

420z. Plush $

44
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& Up

includes
carpet, pad,
installation

Waterproof
IN STOCK P ank

440-964-7770

BARTER HOUSE DESIGN CENTER

“NEVER UNDERSOLD BY | 1477 Bridge Street,
ANYBODY, ANYTIME”

Sq Ft
& Up

*limited
quantities

Ashtabula

said. “This year, there was
no break.”

Because of the continued
cold weather, and more
snow, it was difficult to

complete the jobs.

“We couldn’t get to the
jobs,” Rockwell said.

An additional problem
was many people decided
to wait for the weather to
break to call in for assis-

tance, creating another ees, and that number can

problem. fluctuate, but never over
“We had a two-month six.

waiting list,” Rockwell said. ~ “We are a small company

and we like it that way,”

Rockwell said.

She said the company
presently has three employ-
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