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The Name Is Your Guarantee...Since 1955

2920 GH Drive, Austinburg

888-544-7062

1059 Route 46 North

Jefferson 576-1010
Approved Auto Repair

The all new 2017 Honda Civic 

awaits it’s lucky new owner!

Ashtabula County Food Bank’s 

Diane Bradbury lets the crowd 

know what a difference they continue 

to make with their donations.

Jill, Dave and Jordan of 

Media One Radio 

announcing,  hosting and 

playing games at the all new 

Nassief Honda Dealership!

Thank You to our Finalists!

The fi nalists of the Donate to Win program at Nassief Honda 

on Saturday morning in Austinburg Township include:

From Left Seated:  Karen Mathis, Dan Tisdale, Pauline Lentz, 

Don Camp, Julie Bowes, Kim Ellis, Jamey Shahan, Linda Spellman. 

From Left Standing: Mary Valitsky, Sonja Sorenson, JoAnn  Herendeen, Vicky Vargo, Beverly Stasko (representing

David Gill), Babs Legeza (representing Joel Specht), Keith White, Reba Sykes and Cheryle McCourt.

www.nassief.com

donate to win car giveaway!

Congratulations to our Winner!

(From Left) Zach Knight of Goodwill, David Miller of Media One, Diane Bradbury 

of Country Neighbor, Eric  Schwarz  (accompanied by Louie!) of Goodwill, VICKY 

VARGO-WINNER, Marybeth Nassief, Todd Nassief, Irene “Doc” Fiala of APL.

Vicky Vargo reacts after winning a 

brand new Honda Civic during the 

5th Annual Donate to Win Program!

Irene “Doc” Fiala, APL Board 

Vice President, thanks the 

dealerships and public for their 

continued support.

Eric Schwarz, Executive 

Director of Goodwill, thanks the 

crowd for record donations!!

THANK YOU
FOR MAKING 

OUR 5TH

ANNUAL
DONATE TO WIN 
DRIVE A HUGE 

SUCCESS!

52,864
FOR OUR LOCAL 

GOODWILL, FOOD 
PANTRIES & APL!

ALTHOUGH THE CONTEST IS OVER, 

YOUR HELP IS STILL NEEDED. BOTH NASSIEF 

DEALERSHIPS ARE ACCEPTING FOOD PANTRY, APL AND 

GOODWILL DONATIONS  ALL YEAR!
Sandy Lund & Jane Lachey 

Greet the 18 excited fi nalists!

BAGS OF DONATIONS
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VILLAGE OF JEFFERSON

POPULATION ESTIMATES

July 1, 2015

3,023

PERSONS UNDER 5 YEARS 

6.3 percent

PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS 

22.5 percent

PERSONS 65 YEARS

AND OVER 

26.6 percent

MALE PERSONS 

45.6 percent

FEMALE PERSONS 

54.4 percent

WHITE ALONE  

97.1 percent

BLACK OR AFRICAN 

AMERICAN ALONE 

1.1 percent

AMERICAN INDIAN/ALASKA 

NATIVE ALONE   

0.1 percent

ASIAN ALONE 

0.4 percent

TWO OR MORE RACES 

1.3 percent

HISPANIC OR LATINO  

1 percent

HOUSING UNITS 

1,290

OWNER-OCCUPIED

HOUSING UNIT RATE 

61.7 percent

MEDIAN VALUE OF

OWNER-OCCUPIED

HOUSING UNITS

2010-2014 

$98,400

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE 

OR HIGHER, PERSONS AGE 

25 OR OLDER, 2010-2014 

89.3 percent

BACHELOR’S DEGREE

OR HIGHER, PERSONS AGE 

25 OR OLDER, 2010-2014 

17.1 percent

IN CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE, 

POPULATION AGE 16 OR 

OLDER, 2010-2014 

49.7 percent

MEAN TRAVEL TIME

TO WORK (MINUTES)

2010-2014

24.7

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD 

INCOME

(IN 2014 DOLLARS)

2010-2014

$36,500

PER CAPITA INCOME IN 

PAST 12 MONTHS

(IN 2014 DOLLARS)

2010-2014 

$22,124

PERSONS IN POVERTY

15.6 percent

ASHTABULA COUNTY

POPULATION ESTIMATES 
 98,231
POPULATION, 

PERCENT CHANGE

(April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2015)

 2.8 percent
PERSONS UNDER 5 YEARS 

 5.6 percent
PERSONS

UNDER 18 YEARS  

 22.4 percent
PERSONS 65 YEARS

AND OVER

 17.7 percent

MALE

 50.4 percent
FEMALE

 49.6 percent
WHITE ALONE

 93.4 percent
BLACK OR AFRICAN 

AMERICAN ALONE

 3.8 percent
AMERICAN INDIAN AND 

ALASKA NATIVE ALONE

 0.3 percent
ASIAN ALONE

 0.5 percent
TWO OR MORE RACES

 2.1 percent
HISPANIC OR LATINO

 4.1 percent
VETERANS, 2010-2014 

 8,934
FOREIGN BORN PERSONS, 

2010-2014

 1.3 percent
HOUSING UNITS

 45,828
OWNER-OCCUPIED HOUSING 

UNIT RATE, 2010-2014

 72.3 percent
MEDIAN VALUE OF OWNER-

OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS, 

2010-2014

 $107,300
BUILDING PERMITS, 2015

 88
HOUSEHOLDS, 2010-2014 

 38,933
PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD, 

2010-2014

 2.49
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE 

OR HIGHER, AGE 25 OR 

OLDER, 2010-2014

 85.6 percent
BACHELOR’S DEGREE 

OR HIGHER, AGE 25 OR 

OLDER, 2010-2014

 13.4 percent
WITH A DISABILITY, UNDER 

AGE 65,  2010-2014

 10.4 percent
IN CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE, 

POPULATION AGE 16 OR 

OLDER, 2010-2014

 57.2 percent
MEAN TRAVEL TIME TO 

WORK (MINUTES), 2010-2014 

 25.3
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD 

INCOME (IN 2014 DOLLARS), 

2010-2014 

 $40,304
PER CAPITA INCOME IN 

PAST 12 MONTHS (IN 2014 

DOLLARS), 2010-2014

 $20,284
PERSONS IN POVERTY

 21.5 percent
TOTAL EMPLOYER  

ESTABLISHMENTS, 2014

 1,941
TOTAL EMPLOYMENT, 2014 

 24,606
TOTAL ANNUAL PAYROLL, 

2014 

 841,850

DEMOGRAPHICS

ALL INFORMATION FROM LATEST AVAILABLE U.S. CENSUS DATA  (AS OF 2010 CENSUS, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED)

TELEPHONE LISTINGS
COUNTY

ASHTABULA COUNTY

 576-9090

 

County commissioners

576-3750

 Fax 576-2344

President

Casey Kozlowski

 576-3760

J.P. Ducro IV 576-3757

Kathryn Whittington

 576-3756

Administrator

Janet Discher 576-3316

Clerk

Lisa Hawkins 576-3754

 

Auditor

576-3783 Fax 576-3797

Auditor

Roger Corlett 576-3785

Deputy Auditor

Dennis DeCamillo 

 576-1436

Accounting 576-3780

Appraisal 576-3792

Board of Revision

 576-1484

Business Vendor’s
License/ Dog Licenses/

Estate Tax 576-3786

CAUV Ag District 576-3788

Homestead 576-3445

Manufactured/Mobile 

Homes 576-3779

Real Estate Transfer

 576-1435

Weights and Measures

 576-3791

Job and Family Services

998-1110 / (800) 935-0242

Director

Patrick Arcaro 994-1200

 

Lodging

Tax Administrator

Carl Feather 576-3768

 

Recorder

576-3762 Fax 576-323

Recorder

Barb Schaab 576-3767

 

Sheriff

576-0055 Fax 576-3573

Sheriff William Johnson  

 576-3508

Non-Emergency 576-9046

Civil Office/Records

 576-3545

Sheriff Sales 576-3542

Jail Corporal 576-3540

 

Treasurer

576-3727 Fax 576-3221

Treasurer

Dawn Cragon 576-3735

Bookkeeper

Stacy Senskey 576-3728

 BUILDING DEPARTMENT

576-373

 Fax 576-3739

Director

Todd Nagy 576-3742

Commercial

Administrator

Barb Carr 576-1405

Residential

Administrator

Carrie Ellsworth 576-1403

Building Inspector

Cory Hubbard 576-3740

 

CHILD 

SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT 

AGENCY

998-1110

(800) 935-0242

Magistrate

Shannon Hackathorn

 576-3698

COMMUNITY

SERVICES AND PLANNING

576-1530

 Fax 576-2758

Director

Janice Switzer 576-3777

 CORONER

576-3553

 Fax 576-1520

Coroner

Dr. Pamela Lancaster

 576-1508

 

COVERED BRIDGE 

FESTIVAL COMMITTEE

576-3769

 

DATA BOARD / IT SERVICES

576-3798

DOG WARDEN

Donna Yan

576-6538 Fax 576-2344

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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ELECTION BOARD

576-6915

 Fax 576-1445

Director

Duane Feher 576-6935

Deputy Director

Carol Lovas 576-2424

 

EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT AGENCY

576-9148

 Fax 576-9059

Director

Mike Fitchet 576-3408

Deputy Director

Tim Suttles 576-3409

Secretary

Debbie Riley 576-3403

Engineer

Tim Martin 576-6424

Chief Deputy

Leroy McNeilly 576-3710

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES

576-3722 / 576-3781

Emergency after-hours:

257-6190 (water)

576-9046 (sewer)

Director

Nick Sanford 576-3725

 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

576-6010 / 576-3627

HIGHWAY

DEPARTMENT

SUPERINTENDENT

Amir Garakouci 576-4039

 

COURTS

Clerk of Courts

576-3637  Fax 576-2819

Clerk of Courts

Tami Pentek 576-3639

Chief Deputy

Laura Beattie 576-3642

Auto Title Division

576-9929

Filing Department

576-3821

 

Common Pleas Court

 576-3686

Court Administrator

Jennifer Feher 576-3687

Judge Gary Yost

Magistrate

Concetta F. Rogazione 

 576-3680

Bailiff Sandra Kuhar

 576-1444

Judge Marianne Sezon

Magistrate

Dean Topalof 576-3612

Bailiff Diana Perry

 576-3683

Judge Thomas Harris

Magistrate

Ben Marley 576-3003

Bailiff Sharon Huey

 576-3677

 

Eastern County Court

576-3617  Fax 576-3441

Clerk Rose Cole

576-3619

 

Western County Court

466-1184 Fax 466-7171

 

Juvenile Court

994-6000 Fax 994-6020

Court Administrator

Andrew Misiak 994-6004

Judge Secretary

Greta Moore 994-6006

Youth Detention Center

 992-3390

Probate Court 576-3451

Judge Secretary

Greta Moore 576-3536

Marriage Licenses

 576-3453

 

Prosecutor

576-3663  Fax 576-3600

Prosecutor

Nick Iarocci 576-3694

Civil Clerk 576-3670

Law Clerk 576-2324

 

Adult Probation 

576-9900  Fax 226-8185

Chief Officer
Brett Kiser 576-9910

Secretary

Olivia Springer 576-9902

 

Jury Commission

Manager Jonea Breedlove

576-3615 Fax 576-4968

 

Victims of Crime Director

Dawn Cochran 576-3523

 

Law Library Director

Shara Parkomaki

576-3690  Fax 576-1506

 

Domestic Magistrate

Secretary

Fran Modzelewski 

 576-3699

 

Mediation (Courts)

576-3227 Fax 576-4639

Family Court Mediator

Renee Smith-Howell

576-3613 Fax 576-4639

 

BOARDS, 

COMMISSIONS AND OTHER 

AGENCIES

Animal Protective League

224-1222

Ashtabula County

Nursing and Rehabilitation 

Center 224-2161

Ashtabula County  

Transportation System

992-4411 (800) 445-4140

Board of

Developmental Disabilities

224-2155

Children Services Board 

998-1811

Community Action 

997-5957

Community

Counseling Center

998-4210

Convention and

Visitors Bureau

275-3202

Educational Service

Center 576-9023

Environmental Protection 

Agency

 (800) 282-9328

County Fair Board

 576-7626

503 Corporation 576-9138

Game Warden

 (800) WILDLIFE

 (800) 945-3543

Growth Partnership for 

Ashtabula County

 576-9126

Homesafe 992-2727

Lake Area Recovery

Center 998-0722

LEADERship

Ashtabula County 

 998-3888

Legal Aid Society

 576-8120

License Bureau 576-9461

Mental Health and

Recovery Services

 992-3121

Metroparks Board  

 576-0717

Northeast Ohio Regional

Airport Authority  

576-9271

Ohio Northern Bankrupt-

cy Court (Youngstown)

  (330) 746-7027

Ohio State Highway

Patrol 969-1155

OSU Extension

Office 576-9008 

Port Authority  576-6069

Public Defender 998-2628

Social Security

 (800) 772-1213

Speech, Hearing and

Rehabilitation Center

 992-4433

Soil and Water

Conservation District

 576-4946

United Way of Ashtabula 

County 998-4141

Veterans Service

Commission 964-8324

 

SCHOOLS

ASHTABULA COUNTY 

TECHNICAL AND CAREER 

CAMPUS

1565 State Route 

167, Jefferson

576-6015 / 576-6502 (fax)

ATech.edu

Superintendent

Jerome Brockway

576-6015 ext. 1048

Principal

Paul Brockett

576-6015 ext. 1019

 

ASHTABULA 

COUNTY BOARD OF 

DEVELOPMENTAL 

DISABILITIES

2505 S. Ridge Road 

East, Ashtabula

224-2155

Abuse, neglect or other 

major unusual incidents 

after-hours emergen-

cy: 812-0553

AshtabulaDD.org

Superintendent

Anne Zeitler 335-1581

Happy Hearts School

2505 S. Ridge Road 

East, Ashtabula 224-2157

Director of

Educational Services

Patrick Guliano 335-1543

AshCraft Industries

5959 Green Road

Ashtabula 224-2177

AshtabulaDD.org/Ash-

Craft2.html

Director of Adult Ser-

vices

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

TIRED OF REPLACING YOUR
BROKEN APPLIANCES

Repair parts and do-it yourself advice always available.

Dishwashers • Washers • Dryers • Refrigerators • Ranges

355 Center St., 

Ashtabula, OH

355 Center St 992-6301
Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30 • Saturday 8:30-3:30

“Since 1934”

Offering the Latest and Best in Outdoor Power Equipment and Services

OVER 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

LENOX EQUIPMENT CO.
3593 St. Rt. 46 South, 7 Miles South of Jefferson, Ohio 44047

(440) 294-2900 • www.lenoxequipment.com

AFTER MARKET PARTS DEALER

LAWN & GARDEN 
EQUIPMENT

PARTS 
& SERVICE



Lynda Perry  335-1603

 

ASHTABULA COUNTY 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 

CENTER

4200 State Road, 

Ashtabula

576-9023 Fax 576-3065

ACESC.k12.oh.us

Director

John Rubesich

john.rubesich@neomin.org
 

GRAND RIVER ACADEMY

3042 College St.

Austinburg

275-2811 Fax 275-1825

GrandRiver.org

Headmaster

Tim Viands

tim.viands@grandriver.org

Dean of Faculty

and Students

Amy Roth

amy.roth@grandriver.org

Dean of Academics/

Guidance Counselor

Melissa Nipper 

guidance@grandriver.org

 

GRAND VALLEY

LOCAL SCHOOLS

111 Grand Valley Ave. 

West, Orwell

437-6260 ext. 4

 Fax 437-1025 (fax)

edlinesites.net/pages/

Grand_Valley_Local_SD

Superintendent

William Nye Jr. 437-6260 

ext. 4 

william.nye@grandvalley.

school

Grand Valley Elementary

437-6260 ext. 1

Principal Ellen Winer

ellen.winer@grandvalley.

school

Grand Valley

Middle School

437-6260 ext. 2

Principal

Roberta Cozad

roberta.cozad@grandval-

ley.school

Grand Valley

High School

437-6260 ext. 3

Principal

Doug Hitchcock

doug.hitchcock@grand-

valley.school

 

JEFFERSON AREA

LOCAL SCHOOLS

121 S. Poplar St.

Jefferson

576-9180 Fax 576-9876

JALSD.org

Superintendent

John Montanaro

john.montanaro@jalsd.org

Jefferson

Elementary School

204 W. Mulberry St.,

Jefferson

576-2646 Fax 576-0179

Principal Todd Tulino

todd.tulino@jalsd.org

Jefferson Area

Junior High School

207 W. Mulberry St., 

Jefferson

576-1736 Fax 576-3082

Principal Richard Hoyson

richard.hoyson@jalsd.org

Jefferson Area

High School

207 W. Mulberry St.,

Jefferson

576-4731 Fax 576-7344

Principal Jeremy Huber

jeremy.huber@jalsd.org

Rock Creek

Elementary School

3134 N. Main St.,

Rock Creek

563-3820 Fax 563-5609

Principal

Christopher Edison

christopher.edison@jalsd.

org

 

PYMATUNING VALLEY 

LOCAL SCHOOLS

5571 State Route 6 

West, Andover

293-6468 Fax 293-7654

PVLS.suite224.net

Superintendent

Michael Candela 

293-6488

mike.candela@pvschools.

org

Pymatuning Valley

Primary School

293-6206

Principal Billie Williams

billie.williams@pvschools.

org

Pymatuning Valley

Middle School

293-6981

Principal

Hendrik Wolfert

hendrik.wolfert@pv-

schools.org

Pymatuning Valley High 

School and Veterans

Performing Arts Center

293-6263 Fax 293-7214

Principal Daniel Jackson

daniel.jackson@pv-

schools.org

 

VILLAGES AND TOWNSHIPS

Jefferson Village

576-3941 Fax 576-5548

Mayor Judy Maloney

576-1492

Village Administrator/

Zoning Inspector 

Terry Finger 576-3946

Clerk-Treasurer/

Tax Administrator

Patricia Fisher 576-3944

Solicitor

Michael Hamper III  

576-9177

Council and committees

Kay Ann Brabender

(Recreation Committee 

chair/Safety Committee 

member) 576-8391

Frank Snyder

(Utilities/Wastewater 

Service Committee chair/

Building and Lands 

Committee member) 

576-8648

Rick Hoyson

(Safety Committee chair/

Finance Committee 

member) 576-8969

Lon Damon

(Building/Lands

Committee chair/Utili-

ties/Wastewater Service 

Committee member) 

576-2051

Brian Diehl

(Finance Committee 

Chair/Forestry Commit-

tee member) 576-2079

Katy White-Dreier

(Forestry Committee 

chair/Recreation Commit-

tee member) 812-3291

 

Andover Township 

293-7162  Fax 293-6121

 

Andover Village 

293-4747 Fax 293-4878

 

Austinburg Township 

275-1378

 

Cherry Valley Township 

293-9987

 

Colebrook Township 

422-3322

 

Denmark Township 

577-1582

 

Dorset Township 

858-2325

 

Jefferson Township 

576-2430

 

Lenox Township

576-7964

 

Monroe Township 

594-1629

Fax 594-1204 

 

Morgan Township 

563-1192

Fax 563-9561

 

New Lyme Township 

294-2811

 

Orwell Township 

437-6404

 

Orwell Village

437-6459  Fax 437-1055

 

Pierpont Township 

577-1408

 

Plymouth Township 

992-7484

 

Richmond Township 

293-7229

 

Roaming Shores Village 

563-3132

Fax 563-5912

 

Rock Creek Village 

563-3992

Fax 563-9484

 

Rome Township

563-3445

 

Sheffield Township 
224-7446

 

Trumbull Township 

474-0090

 

Wayne Township 

293-7884

 

Williamsfield Township 
293-7968

Fax 293-8250

 

Windsor Township 

272-5795
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WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Jefferson Village Hall is the center of village operations.
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80 years

ORWELL GUN CLUB 

8089 Higley Road

Orwell  440-437-8983

Founded 1937 Employs 1

Sports and recreation

70 years

FREEMAN INDUSTRIES

2061 State Route 193 

Dorset  440-858-2600

Founded 1947 Employs 4 

Special trade contractor

 

TRUMBULL LOCKER PLANT

3393 State Route 534

Rock Creek 440-474-4631

Founded 1947 Employs 3

Animal slaughtering,

meat and fish markets

 50 years

MASSENGILL

INSURANCE AGENCY

143 S. Chestnut St.

Jefferson 440-576-9010 

Founded 1967 Employs 4

Insurance agents

 

STUTZMAN’S NEWS ROOM

22 N. Chestnut St.

Jefferson 440-576-2866

Founded 1967 Employs 2

Tobacco store, newsstand
 

FIVE STAR MUFFLER CENTER 

2285 State Route 307 E.

Jefferson 440-858-2227 

Founded 1967 Employs 2

Automotive repair services

 

SHERYL’S STYLING

AND TANNING SALON 

255 E. Main St.

Andover 440-293-6767

Founded 1967

Employs 1

Beauty shop

 40 years

CANTINI’S VILLAGE MARKET

3459 S. Main St. 

Rock Creek 440-563-5300

Founded 1977  Employs 17 

Grocery store

 

HAINES MARINE SERVICE

6431 State Route 85

Andover  440-293-5156     

Founded 1977  Employs 12

Boat dealers/repair services

 

RUDOLF SCHUSTER

60 N. Maple St.

Orwell 440-437-8551

Founded 1977 Employs 4

Dentist office
 

TJ WHITING SALES 

1921 Beaver Dam Road 

Rock Creek 440-563-3604

Founded 1977 Employs 1

Wholesale motor vehicle 

supplies and parts

 

KETOLA’S GARAGE AND 

AUTO SALES 

2377 State Route 7,

Andover  440-293-5088

Founded 1977 Employs 1

Used car dealer, auto repair
 

ASHLEY MOORES STABLES 

1269 Doyle Road

Jefferson 440-813-7709

Founded 1977 Employs 1

Riding stable

30 years

ASHTABULA VINYL CO.     

1478 State Route 46 N.

Jefferson  440-576-8944

Founded 1987 Employs 7 

Roofing, siding and

sheetmetal contractor

 

PRICE REAL ESTATE

320 S. Main St.

Andover  440-293-7799

Founded 1987 Employs 3

Real estate agents

 

TROPHY CHARTERS

7041 Lake Road

Andover  440-293-7249

Founded 1987 Employs 1

Fishing charter

 

NOEMA ROCK AND GEM SHOP

1788 Mill St.

Austinburg 440-275-3211

Founded 1987 Employs 2

Gem and rock shop

 

DICKS AUTO SALES

1320 State Route 46 N. 

Jefferson  440-576-3848

Founded 1987 Employs 3

Automotive dealers

 

HAYFORD CHIMNEY 

SERVICES AND SWEEPS

1101 Garrett Road

Jefferson  440-576-9474

Founded 1987 Employs 1

Chimney cleaning

 

ORWELL DRY CLEANERS

156 E. Main St.

Orwell  440-437-6355

Founded 1987 Employs 3

Drycleaning services

 

ASBURY PARK

61 Higley Ave.

Orwell  440-437-8808

Founded 1987 Employs 3

Mobile home dealer

 

KALL LANDSCAPE 

CONSTRUCTION

118 Penniman Road

Orwell  440-437-8286

Founded 1987 Employs 1

Landscape, sidewalk services
 

THE POTTER’S COMPANY

6491 Noble Road

Orwell  440-272-5723

Founded 1987 Employs 1

Septic products

 

T & J SEPTIC

4150 State Route 45 S.

Rock Creek 440-563-3631

Founded 1987 Employs 6

Septic tank cleaning service

 MEAD PRODUCTIONS

2635 Footville Richmond

Rock Creek 440-563-5909

Founded 1987 Employs 1

Commercial photography

 

MSC INDUSTRIES 

5131 Ireland Road

Rome  440-474-8788 

Founded 1987  Employs 6 

Machine tools, accessories

20 years

ANDOVER

COUNTRY MEADOWS

6498 State Route 85

Andover  440-293-8633

Founded 1997 Employs 3

Mobile home dealer

 

CAPPS PIZZA

1736 State Route 45

 Austinburg 440-275-7711

Founded 1997  Employs 16

Restaurant 

 

STYLES BY DIANE

2026 State Route 45

Austinburg 440-275-1929

Founded 1997

Employs 1 Beauty shop

 

PAMELA LANCASTER, DO

38 Dorset Road

Jefferson  440-576-4455

Founded 1997 Employs 6

Doctor office
 

BRIANS AUTO REPAIR

2821 State Route 46 N. #3

Jefferson 440-992-9665

Founded 1997 Employs 2

Automotive repair services

 

DEBORAH FOOTE

61 W. Mulberry St.

Jefferson  440-576-5819

Founded 1997 Employs 2

Home health equip. rental

 

TERRY’S MAKE DO

491 Clay St.,

Jefferson  440-576-7146

Founded 1997 Employs 2

Automotive repair services

ROBERT G WOOD

CONSTRUCTION

1781 State Route 193 N. 

Jefferson 440-858-2141

Founded 1997 Employs 1

Building construction

 

CLASSIC DRIVING SCHOOL

54 N. Chestnut St.,

Jefferson  440-576-9191

Founded 1997 Employs 2

Driving schools

 

FAMILY FLOOR COVERING

565 W. Beech St.

Jefferson  440-576-5065

Founded 1997 Employs 1

Wholesale home furnishings

 

MEDIA MAGIC PRODUCTIONS

4504 State Route 46 S.

Jefferson  440-294-2431

Founded 1997 Employs 2

Audio/video production

 

SELECT ENTERPRISES

1270 E. Flagg Road

Orwell 440-685-4213

Founded 1997 Employs 9

Wholesale lumber

 

VALLEY GARDEN CENTER

39 Buckeye Lane, Orwell 

440-437-5600

Founded 1997 Employs 5

Home, garden equip. repair
 

GRAND VALLEY VET 

HOSPITAL

31 W. Main St., Orwell

440-437-8387

Founded 1997 Employs 7

Veterinary services

EASTERN WHOLESALE BAIT

2283 Hague Road

Orwell  440-437-6230

Founded 1997 Employs 1

Wholesale sporting/

fishing equipment
 

FOUR STAR LAWN SERVICE

2179 Cream Ridge Road

Orwell  440-293-5019

Founded 1997 Employs 1

Lawn and garden services

 

CORSAGES BY DIANE

4719 Schramling Road

Pierpont  440-577-1800

Founded 1997 Employs 1

Florist

 

STEFFANY’S HAIR CARE

5619 U.S. Highway 6

Rome 440-474-4466

Founded 1997 Employs 3

Beauty Shop

WHITE WORKS

5220 U.S. Highway 6

Rome  440-474-4009

Founded 1997 Employs 1

Baby store

 

RTS TRUCKING

8000 State Route 534

Windsor  440-272-5001

Founded 1997 Employs 2

Trucking operator

 

LUMBER TIGER 

MANUFACTURING

7447 N. Wiswell Road

Windsor  440-272-5148

Founded 1997 Employs 4

Lumber, building materials

10 years

SMOLEN ENGINEERING

1876 State Route 46, 

N. Jefferson  440-576-0505

Founded 2007 Employs 14

Engineering services

 

SEELEY MEDICAL 

106 Parker Drive

Andover  440-293-6600 

Founded 2007  Employs 2 

Medical and hospital 

equipment wholesaler

 

THE JOSEPH ANTHONY GROUP 

456 S. Main St.

Andover  440-293-2444 

Founded 2007  Employs 1 

Engineering consulting services
 

SLEEP INN AND SUITES

9350 Center Road

Austinburg 440-275-6800

Founded 2007

Employs 7

Hotel

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Star 
Beacon would like to congrat-
ulate the following businesses 
celebrating 10-year anniver-
saries. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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LIGHTSPEED

DIRECTIONAL DRILLING

1088 Forman Road,

Austinburg 440-336-7679

Founded 2007 Employs 2

Oil and gas extraction

 

NUMILL ENTERPRISES

1816 Mill St.

Austinburg  440-275-0785

Founded 2007 Employ 2

Rice milling

 

ARENDAS CONSTRUCTION

554 E. River View Drive

Austinburg 440-812-6660

Founded 2007 Employs 2

Building construction

 

RAMADA

1860 Austinburg Road

Austinburg  440-275-2711

Founded 2007 Employs 2

Hotel

 

CHARLIE LYNAGH 

TRUCKING COMPANY

3214 Mill Road

Dorset  440-293-2499

Founded 2007 Employs 1

Transportation/local trucking
 

NEXT DIMENSION 

COMPONENTS

223 S. Spruce St.

Jefferson  440-576-0194

Founded 2007 Employs 10

Stone, clay glass, concrete

 

JODI L LONG DPM

2179 State Route 193 N., 

Jefferson 440-858-2650

Founded 2007 Employs 3

Podiatrist office
 

DON ARMSTRONG

WELL DRILLING

2947 Black Sea Road

Jefferson  440-576-3526

Founded 2007 Employs 2

Water well drilling

 

SIMPLY CHEESECAKES

2622 S. Denmark Road

Jefferson  440-858-7581

Founded 2007 Employs 2

Bakery products

RAY CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

24 W. Pine St.,

Jefferson  440-576-2871

Founded 2007 Employs 2

Chiropractor’s office
 

CLASSY CONSIGNMENTS

26 N. Chestnut St.

Jefferson  440-576-5281

Founded 2007 Employs 2

Resale boutique

 

MARLOWE ELAINE, PHD

3080 Brown Road

Jefferson  440-998-4396

Founded 2007 Employs 2

Counseling, mental health

 

RICHARD VANEK, CPA

3395 Maple Road,

Jefferson  440-224-1824

Founded 2007 Employs 1

Accounting services

 

MUNICIPAL REVENUE 

SERVICE

1161 Clay St.

Jefferson  440-275-1138

Founded 2007 Employs 1

Tax preparation services

 

BRADISH PIANO TUNING

1082 Tische Road

Jefferson  440-576-3860

Founded 2007 Employs 1

Piano repair

 

CEF OF ASHTABULA

877 E. Beech St.

Jefferson  440-576-0454

Founded 2007 Employs 1

Religious goods

 

WITTS END RIDING CENTER

1525 State Route 46 S.

Jefferson  440-576-2367

Founded 2007 Employs 1

Riding and rodeo services

 

M & M’S AMERICAN BISTRO

333 W. Cedar St.

Jefferson  440-576-0839

Founded 2007 Employs 1

Restaurant

 HAU PO 

14 S. Chestnut St.

Jefferson  440-576-3138 

Founded 2007

Restaurant

 

ORWELL MEDICAL CENTER

315 E. Main St.

Orwell 440-437-6222

Founded 2007 Employs 8

Doctor’s office
 

PETERSEN AND IBOLD, 

ATTORNEYS

43 N. Maple St.

Orwell 440-437-5295

Founded 2007 Employs 2

Legal services

 

MILLER STAIR WORKS

8242 Fenton Road

Orwell 440-422-3524

Founded 2007 Employs 1

Stair and railing contractor

 

MARSHALLS VILLAGE 

RESTAURANT

1860 Middle Road

Pierpont  440-577-1701

Founded 2007

Employs 1

Restaurant

 

LARSON TRUCKING AND 

HEAVY EQUIPMENT REPAIR 

1268 State Road

Rock Creek 440-466-8435 

Founded 2007  Employs 4 

Construction and repair 

heavy machinery

 

COUNTY LINE WOOD 

PRODUCTS

17870 State Route 322

Windsor  440-636-9809

Founded 2007 Employs 2

Lumber, building materials

 

KEYSTONE CONSTRUCTION 

& R

7738 N. Wiswell Road

Windsor  440-272-5194

Founded 2007

Employs 1

Building and housing 

construction
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COMING EVENTS
JULY

23-24 — Pioneer Bluegrass Festival 

7 p.m. Friday, 1 p.m. Saturday, 1809 

Middle Road, Pierpont

Featuring five bands playing both days, 
event also has free camping with limited 

electrical hook-ups available.

Call 330-240-1904.

AUGUST
5-6 — Pymatuning Lake Festival

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

5354 Pymatuning Lake Road Andover

One of the longest-running festivals in 

Ashtabula County, featuring entertain-

ment, games, food and more.

Visit www.pymatuningareachamber.org.

Call 440-645-4657.

8-13 — Ashtabula County Fair

Ashtabula County Fairgrounds

127 N. Elm St., Jefferson

The six-day county fair features ani-

mal shows, rides, games, nightly enter-

tainment, tractor pulls, demolition derby, 

pig races and more.

Visit ashtabulafair.com.

Call 440-576-7626.

18-19 —

28th annual Bluegrass Festival

6 p.m. to midnight Friday, noon to mid-

night Saturday, 4026 State Route 322, 

Wayne.

Continuous Bluegrass music featuring 

several bands.

Visit http://www. ashtabulaantiqueengine-

club.com.

Call 330-442-3377.

18-19 —

Annual Historic Depot Yard Sale

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Historic 19th Cen-

tury Jefferson Depot Village

147 E. Jefferson St., Jefferson

Call 440-576-0496.

SEPTEMBER
2 — Mock Wedding

10 a.m.

At the Historic 19th Century

Jefferson Depot Village

147 E. Jefferson St., Jefferson

Fundraiser celebrates the marital vows 

of the first couple known to marry in the 
village in 1807.

16-17 — The 21st annual Fall Show 

Ashtabula County Antique Engine Club 

at 4026 State Route 322, Wayne

One-day show featuring displays and 

food; two-day flea market.
Visit http://www. ashtabulaantiqueengine-

club. com.

Call 440-576-9588.

OCTOBER
7 —19th Century Harvest Ball

8-10 p.m. at the Historic 19th Century 

Jefferson Depot Village

147 E. Jefferson St., Jefferson

Music, dancing, light refreshments, and 

dance instructions for the Victorian era.

Women should wear ball gowns and men 

vests — Sunday best or formal attire.

14-15 — Ashtabula County

Covered Bridge Festival

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days

East Jefferson Street, Jefferson

There are events at almost every one  

of Ashtabula County’s 18 covered 
bridges, plus a festival in Downtown Jef-

ferson with a parade, food vendors, 

entertainment, crafters, kids activities 

and more.

Visit www.coveredbridgefestival.org.

DECEMBER
2 — Jefferson Depot Village

Williamsburg Christmas

3 p.m., at Historic 19th Century

Jefferson Depot Village

147 E. Jefferson St., Jefferson

Event includes carols and scripture 

in candlelight in the 1848 Church in 

the Wildwood, a live nativity and a can-

dlelit walk through the historic buildings.

Visit jeffersondepotvillage.org.

Call 440-576-0496.

The world’s leading global supplier of pressure cylinders, 
tanks and related products for Alternative Fuels, Energy, 

Industrial and Consumer Products.

863 ROUTE 307 EAST | JEFFERSON, OHIO | 440.576.5847

WWW.WORTHINGTONCYLINDERS.COM

Celebrating 26 Years In Ashtabula County!

Microchipping • Behavior Counseling
Allergy Testing • Dental Services

Orthopedic Services • Radiography 
Preventative Care Plans 
Vaccine Value Packages

Limited Large Animal Services

1199 State Route 7 North
Pierpont, Ohio • 440.577.1111

Quality Care with a Hometown Feel!

VACCI
NE 

VALUE
 PACKA
GES

Startin
g At

$75
99
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TRAILS

The county’s premier 
trail can be found along 

the Western Reserve 

Greenway.

The stretch is a pathway 

for runners, walkers, 

cyclists, rollerbladers 

and — in the winter — 

cross-country skiers.

The paved trail, man-

aged by Ashtabula 

County Metroparks, 

stretches 27 miles in 

Ashtabula County, travel-

ing south through Orwell 

en route to its terminus 

in Champion in Trumbull 

County, according to the 

Metroparks website.

Parking lots can be  

found at intervals 

along the trail, includ-

ing Ashtabula and 

Austinburg townships 

and Rock Creek.

 

PARKS

Pymatuning

State Park

3,512 acres

6030 Pymatuning Lake 

Road, Andover.

Provides boating  

access to Pymatuning 

Lake, home to a number 

of game fish.

Picnicking, swimming 

and camping is also 

available, as are hiking 

trails.

Morgan Swamp

1,400 acres on

Callender Road in

Rock Creek.

One of the largest, 

privately-protected  

wetlands in Ohio.

Provides hiking, fishing, 

wildlife-viewing and  

picnicking opportunities.

Lampson Reservoir

100 acres, located about 

three miles east of  

State Route 45 on  

State Route 307.

Limited foot trails  

enable visitors to bird, 

fish, hike, kayak/canoe, 

photograph and pic-

nic, according to the 

Metroparks.

 

RECREATION

Jefferson Community 

Recreation Center

The recreation center,

11 E. Jefferson St.,  

offers youth and   

adult programs   

throughout

the year including

soccer, T-ball, music, 

karate, arts and crafts, 

dance and fitness 

classes.

PARKS AND RECREATION
NAME

Mike Hamper III

AGE

27

IMMEDIATE FAMILY

Wife Carmen

parents Michael Hamper 

Jr. and Cheri Hamper, 

both of Lenox Township; 

sister Nicole Hamper,

of Orrville

HOMETOWN

Lenox Township;

is a former

Jefferson Area student

CURRENTLY LIVING IN

Jefferson Village, for close 

to two years; also lived in 

Ashtabula for six months

JOB

Associate attorney atJe-

rome A. Lemire, Attorney 

at Law along East Beech 

Street; Jefferson Village 

solicitor since August 2016

Civic engagement

“I have just recently 

been added to the Board 

of Directors for LEADER-

ship Ashtabula County, 

(and formally started) 

my three-year term on 

July 1. I am also a mem-

ber of both the Ashtabu-

la County Bar Associ-

ation and Ohio State 

Bar Association. I was 

appointed to serve on 

Young Lawyers Section 

Council within the Ohio 

State Bar Association 

and represent the needs 

and desires of young 

lawyers in that capacity. 

I also try to reach out 

and volunteer for local 

organizations that make 

immediate impacts such 

as One Step Center in 

Conneaut.”

Why are you invested 

in the community?

“This is where I grew 

up and where much of 

my family still lives. I 

care about what hap-

pens here because it im-

pacts my family directly. 

I also see a great deal of 

potential for growth in 

Ashtabula County for 

many industries, but 

especially for young 

attorneys.”

Why did you choose 

this area?

“Jefferson is home for 

me, it’s familiar, and it’s 

where my family lives, 

so it simply made sense 

to locate here. As the 

solicitor for the village 

of Jefferson, it makes 

sense to also live here 

to know what is going 

on. Of course, the short 

commute is nice too 

(haha).”

As a young leader, 

what do you bring to 

the table that can make 

a lasting difference?

“I think good lead-

ers who make lasting 

impacts are compassion-

ate, determined, active 

listeners who focus on 

community. I lead by ac-

tively seeking to develop 

and encourage others 

when I recognize their 

good ideas. I try to con-

nect people who share 

similar passions or 

projects so that they can 

share knowledge and 

experience and achieve 

their purpose through 

collaboration. I am also 

willing to ask for help 

from those who know 

more than me about a 

particular issue because 

I strongly believe in fol-

lowing evidence-based, 

best practices when 

solving problems.”

What direction do you 

see for the future of the 

community?

“I see a bright future 

ahead for Jefferson. 

The village is attracting 

new businesses and 

there are some great 

entrepreneurs here who 

are ushering the village 

into the future. Just 

as an example: Bissell 

Maple Farm in Jeffer-

son is being recognized 

regionally and beyond 

as one of the finest 
maple syrup producers. 

On top of that, they are 

finding unique ways 
to utilize their maple 

syrup and byproducts 

through partnerships 

with other companies 

and industries. That sort 

of ingenuity is welcome 

here in Jefferson.”

Tell us somethig fun 

or unexpected about 

yourself

“I traveled to Iceland 

in 2014 and visited 

Thingvellir (National 

Park), which is the site 

of the world’s oldest 

parliament, established 

in 930 A.D.”

Young leader in south county: Mike Hamper III

Mike Hamper III

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

“Your gift leaves
a lasting legacy.”

4510 Collins Boulevard, Suite 6
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004

www.ashtabulafoundation.org

Office (440) 992-6818
Fax (440) 992-0724

ashtabulafdn@suite224.net

Celebrating 95 Years
of Enriching

Ashtabula County.

J&S Heating & Cooling
Rock Creek (440) 563-3985

Prompt Professional Service Since 1976
OH LIC. #12168

Your Year ‘Round 
Comfort Specialist 

For 40 Years!
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JEFFERSON — Kat 

Kerr calls it her glass 

art gallery — which she 

runs with her hus-

band Dave — nestled 

behind the village hall 

her “happy place.”

The Kerrs opened The 

Glass Kat — the vil-

lage’s newest business 

— in September at 29 

Wall St., selling cus-

tom, handcrafted glass 

creations and teaching 

others how to make 

their own.

Kat, 49, said she 

and Dave, 54 — both 

Progressive Insurance 

employees living in 

Sheffield Township — 
started working with 

glass as a hobby about 

10 years ago, and ran 

craft shows out of their 

basement for several 

years. Their work ap-

peared at many festi-

vals, fairs and commu-

nity sales.

When the Wall Street 

location came on the 

market, they took a 

chance on turning their 

creative outlet into a 

moneymaking outlet.

The bulk of their 

business is in stained 

glass fusing and cast-

ing, Dave said — using 

a kiln at the rear of the 

Wall Street location  

that can reach up to 

2,000 degrees and  

buying materials at vari-

ous wholesalers.  

They also use design 

software to make  

custom pieces on re-

quest.
“A lot of times, people 

have an idea and we’re 

able to draw it for them 

and make it come to 

life,” Kat said.

Dave said he’s cur-

rently working for a 

retired Navy veteran 

on a three-by-two-foot 

glass panel featuring an 

anchor and the veter-

an’s years of service.

He said he plans for 

a wooden frame, with 

backlights.

The shop is slow in 

the summer months 

but kicks into high gear 

in winter, when Christ-

mas ornament orders 

pile up — “we couldn’t 

keep up,” Dave said. 

“We’re in the process 

now of trying to get 

ahead of it.”

The couple advertises 

mostly through Face-

book, and ends up with 

new glass working class 

students that way.

Kat said their wares 

fit nicely among the 
other hip or vintage 

“upcycling” shops in 

the area like Farmhouse 

Vintage behind Aunt 

Neen’s Deli or Classy 

Consignments along 

North Chestnut Street 

— “a little loop of plac-

es” that tend to comple-

ment one another and 

pass along customers.

“People go in (Farm-

house Vintage) to 

repurpose things, to 

find things to do crafty 
things with — ‘upcycle’ 

them,” she said. “I think 

stained glass fits into 
that a little bit.”

Aside from hung 

designs, The Glass Kat 

also sells flame-worked 
beads and various types 

of jewelry, melted bev-

erage bottles —  

onto which Dave can 

etch — and decorative 

trays.

Kat said there’s no 

blown glass pieces 

“yet.”

They also host begin-

ner and advanced glass 

work classes inside 

the Wall Street shop’s 

backroom — often on 

Saturdays, as Kat and 

Dave still work full-

time, but the couple is 

open to accommodating 

groups.

“The goal of this class 

is to teach you how to 

cut, foil and solder,” 

said Dave, whose de-

gree is in adult educa-

tion.  

“Our classes are very 

casual.”

Beginner classes 

cost $45 each and can 

last up to four hours. 

Advanced classes start 

at $45.

The shop also carries 

a small stock of mate-

rials for their hobbyist 

students.

Kat said a shipment 

of ceramics just ar-

rived early this month, 

and she hopes to start 

teaching ceramic paint-

ing as well.

Kat and Dave said 

they hope to continue 

making glass art and 

running The Glass Kat 

after they’ve retired 

from their full-time 

gigs.

“You get satisfaction 

creating something 

beautiful that people 

want to put in their 

house,” Dave said. “It’s 

just a lot of fun.”

BY JUSTIN DENNIS

jdennis@starbeacon.com

Glass works, hobby knowledge for sale in Jefferson

JUSTIN DENNIS | STAR BEACON

Dave and Kat Kerr pose in their glass art gallery, 
The Glass Kat, which opened in September along 
Wall Street in Jefferson.

DIAM NDS

PRECIOUS STONES

JEWELRY DESIGN

Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Th ursday 9-5:30
Friday 9-7, Saturday 9-3, Closed Sunday & Monday

Jim Hofstetter

(440) 576-2936

53 North Chestnut Street

Jeff erson, Ohio 44047

www.jrhofstetter.com • hofj im2@embarqmail.com

CAROL FULWILER
(440) 969-0674

“Broker of the Year”

SEAN KENNEDY
(440) 415-4090

1 LAWYERS ROW | JEFFERSON, OH 44047 | 440-576-6985
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JEFFERSON — The vil-

lage chamber head said 

she hopes to showcase 

the “uniqueness” of 
Jefferson, in an effort to 

give standing business-

es more exposure and 

attract new ones.

Meanwhile, a slew of 

municipal and quali-
ty-of-life upgrades in 

the village will keep 

utilities up to spec and 

clean up aging infra-

structure.

At meeting earlier this 

month, chamber offi-

cials brainstormed an 

educational outing on 

maple syrup harvesting 

in the parking lot of Bis-

sell Maple Farm along 

West Ashtabula Street 

— a hands-on event for 

the whole family.

“It would be real-

ly good for the vil-

lage,” said Patty Fisher, 

village treasurer and 

chamber of commerce 

president.

“It seems like we 

went to a stalemate 

with business ... a 

couple new businesses 

that (just) started are 

already gone. We’re 

trying to get business 

to stay in the town,” she 

said. “(We’re) trying to 

promote uniqueness we 
have here in town. We 

have the Perambulator 

(Museum), we have the 

Depot (village), we have 

Bissell’s farm.”

Some longstanding 

businesses have left 

too.

Fisher said officials 
have heard from inter-

ested buyers for the 

now-vacant Jefferson 

BiLo Thorne’s Market 

along South Chestnut 

Street, which closed in 

January when its own-

ers filed for bankruptcy.
Those with their eye 

on the building would 

re-open it as a grocery 

store, she said — one 

party suggested includ-

ing a food court and 

other businesses.

The property, valued 

last year by the county 

auditor’s office at about 
$1.7 million, is now 

in bankruptcy, which 

could delay any pur-

chases for another six 

months to a year, she 

said. Meanwhile, the vil-

lage looks to lose close 

to $30,000 in proper-

ty taxes and another 

$15,000 to $20,000 in 

income taxes from the 

lost jobs, Fisher said.

Officials are still seek-

ing $50,000 in grant 

funding to realize a new 

pavilion for the Covered 

Bridge Festival, which 

would provide a per-

manent stage for live 

music and a “symbol” 

of the event. 

Ohio included 

$100,000 in last year’s 

capital improvement 

budget for the struc-

ture, but officials are on 
the clock to fund the 

remaining $50,000.

“If we don’t have it 

by next June, we’ll lose 

that (grant),” Fisher 

said.

Those walking along 

the village’s main drag 

have fresh new stone 

underfoot, as sidewalk 

renovations wrapped in 

this month — and more 

street paving work is 

still to come. Workers 

revamped about one-

fifth of a mile of side-

walks on the eastern 

side of North Chestnut 

Street, from Auto Zone 

to Circle K — a $74,000 

project.

“The sidewalks were 

really falling apart. A lot 

of them had big humps 

in them,” Fisher said. 

“We would have had 

this (done) two years 

ago — we had some 

conflicts from business 
owners on pricing and 

size.”

She said the village 

used the last of the 

income tax revenue it 

received after several 

residents won a Pow-

erball jackpot in 2011 

to front the cost, and 

worked a deal with area 

businesses to repay the 

village in full over the 

next five years, at no 
interest.

“It’s wonderful. 

Everybody loves (the 

sidewalks),” she said. 

“(Business owners) were 

a little hesitant at first 
because of the cost, but 

when we gave them the 

option to pay it off over 

a certain amount of 

time, they loved it.”

A wastewater line 

along East Ashtabula 

Street is also due for 

repairs, expected to 

cost about $363,000. 

The project was bid 

out last month, and 

the opening is set for 

July 18. The village has 

obtained a 50/50 Ohio 

Public Works Commis-

sion (OPWC) grant, with 

an about $181,000 local 

match.

Several streets are 

scheduled for paving 

work through the rest 

of the summer, includ-

ing Center and West 

Cedar streets, South 

Franley and Hillyer 

drives, Maple Road and 

Woodside Avenue. Bids 

recently came in, with 

the lowest at about 

$162,000 — “well un-

der” the village’s  

estimate, said Terry 

Finger, village adminis-

trator.

The village’s waste-

water treatment plant 

has also received new 

replacement parts — 

sludge pumps and 

valves to get the plant 

back to full operating 

capacity, totaling close 

to $100,000, half from 

another OPWC grant — 

but installation has yet 

to begin.

Officials have also 
slated two improve-

ments for next year, 

in order to apply for 

the upcoming phase of 

OPWC funding, Finger 

said: shoring up twin 

drainage pipes along 

Poplar Street and more 

street paving in the 

village’s industrial  

zone, where daily heavy 

truck traffic rolls over 
chip and seal patch-

work.

Finger said both 

projects “rated high” 

with OPWC, so funding 

appears to be a lock. 

But officials won’t know 
for sure until likely 

later this month.

“You have to spread 

(work) out. You never 

have enough money to 

do it all at one time,” 

he said. Jefferson’s size 

and relatively lower per 

capita income means 

it doesn’t often see the 

big state bucks.

“We’ve done extreme-

ly well in the village of 

Jefferson with grants 

and funding,” Finger 

said, adding the vil-

lage has been regu-

larly awarded two or 

three grants each year 

since he came on in 

2001. “We’re really ac-

tive in seeking funding.”

BY JUSTIN DENNIS

jdennis@starbeacon.com

Grants key to Jefferson’s efforts

Call 576-9052.

Grand River Canoe

3825 Fobes Road

Rock Creek

440-813-0413

private business that rnts 

canoes or kayaks on the 

Grand River.

 

Holiday Camplands

273 Pymatuning

Lake Road

Andover

440-293-7116

600-acre

private camping

next to Pymatuning Lake

Ashley Moores Stables

1269 Doyle 

Road, Jefferson

440-576-8949

Available for horse riding 

camps, lessons, parties 

and reunions.  

Kenisee Lake

RV Campground

2021 Mill Creek Road

Jefferson

877-570-2267

Fishing, hiking trails,

family activities and more 

available for rent. 

GOLF

Hickory Grove

Golf Club

1490 Fairway Drive

Jefferson   440-576-3776  

Andover Golf Course

5762 Ohio 7

Andover

440-293-7155

FROM PAGE 10

PARKS AND RECREATION

‘We’ve done extremely well 
in the village of Jefferson with 

grants and funding. We’re really 
active in seeking funding’

Terry Finger
Village administrator
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JEFFERSON — Public 

safety continues to be 

a central focus for the 

county board of com-

missioners in 2017 and 

beyond, as officials 
look at the county’s jail, 

911 response and drug 

treatment networks.

 

JAIL TALKS ONGOING

Members of the judi-

cial, law enforcement 

and recovery commu-

nities are continuing 

regular meetings with a 

Youngstown contractor 

to revise the county’s 

community corrections 

plan — written in 1996 

and last revised in 2001 

— and conduct a jail 

needs assessment; a 

$120,000 undertaking.

Talks about the ne-

cessity of a new county 

jail began in mid-2016, 

after reports showed 

the close to 40-year-old 

facility was in need of 

sweeping repairs and 

perpetually operating at 

or over capacity. But the 

ongoing justice system 

revisions are aren’t 

“what kind of building 

should you build,” said 

first-term commissioner 
J.P. Ducro IV.

Contractors are com-

piling data on the jail’s 

history, operations and 

inmate demographics, 

and are also seeking 

info from all those 

entities that supervise, 

treat or add to the jail 

population.

“It’s more of a com-

prehensive review of 

how all those compo-

nents fit together and 
how they can be more 

efficient and more 
productive,” he said — 

and, if the countywide 

panel decides a new jail 

is ultimately necessary, 

the hope is it would be 

“state of the art” and 

affordable.

Officials hope the 
work will wrap by year’s 

end.

Board of Commis-

sioners President 

Casey Kozlowski said 

the ongoing jail study 

— which may also 

consider expanding 

county-level addiction 

treatment options in 

response to surging opi-

oid abuse — should be 

considered an economic 

development issue, as 

it has a direct effect on 

the county’s available 

workforce.

Ducro agreed.

“If you can get people 

into treatment sooner, 

make it less likely that 

they’re going to relapse 

... those are all things 

that impact people’s 

abilities to be employ-

able,” he said.

“We know in the 

county there continues 

to be a concern from 

employers that they 

cannot find qualified 
employees that are 

reliable, show up to 

work on time, can pass 

a drug test ... and don’t 

have felony records.”

 

CONSOLIDATING 911

The state is currently 

“rewriting the rules” for 

emergency response, 

and looking to cities 

and counties to reduce 

their number of public 

safety answering points 

by the start of next 

year, to retain state 

funding.

By January, Ashtabula 

County will break six 

locations down to two: 

a main one in Jeffer-

son — operated by the 

county Sheriff’s Depart-

ment — and a second-

ary location in Ashtabu-

la, should the first 
one become disabled, 

commissioners said.

Those six answer-

ing points fielded just 
under 54,000 emergen-

cy calls in 2016, and 

almost 20,000 from 

January to early June, 

said Mike Fitchet, coun-

ty Emergency Manage-

ment Agency director. 

The majority of those 

calls were made from 

cell phones.

Over the years, the 

county’s 911 system 

— installed in 1990 

— grew and became 

tangled, leading to 

duplicate calls among 

incompatible answering 

point systems and map 

addresses that didn’t 

align. A consolidated 

and identical system 

should mean fewer 

erroneous calls and 

quicker response, Fitch-

et said.

“We’re trying to get 

caught up with technol-

ogy and match up the 

system so they can use 

each other,” he said. 

“They should be able 

to communicate with 

each other and deliver a 

better product.”

Commissioners added 

911 dispatchers in the 

state will also need new 

training, in order to 

teach callers how to re-

spond in an emergency 

— for instance perform-

ing CPR.

County 911 response 

networks are funded by 

a special $4.50 assess-

ment on tax bills, as 

well as a 911 fee on cell 

phone bills — together, 

they generate about 

$430,000 annually for 

the county’s system, 

Kozlowski said.

 

VIDEO ACCOUNTABILITY

The county Sheriff’s 

Department is also 

testing out body cam-

eras less than a month 

after a jury convicted a 

former county sheriff’s 

sergeant of assaulting a 

handcuffed suspect — 

in large part thanks to 

video evidence   

taken from a Jefferson 

village patrolman’s 

body camera, prosecu-

tors said.

County Sheriff Wil-

liam Johnson said 

deputies are now 

demonstrating cameras 

and accessories from 

several different ven-

dors in the field.
Commissioners said 

they expect to pay at 

least “six figures” — 
using public safety 

funds, said first-term 
Commissioner Kathryn 

Whittington — and that 

could include ongoing 

costs for file storage 
and software support. 

But they said the camer-

as should be a “valuable 

tool.”

“A camera just makes 

it so much easier to get 

to the truth of what 

happened and we want 

people to be account-

able, whether it’s law 

enforcement or a 

person who’s been put 

under arrest,” Ducro 

said.

 

EXECUTIVE TRANSPARENCY

Commissioners also 

touted several transpar-

ency initiatives rolled 

out this year, includ-

ing a monthly evening 

board meeting taking 

place around the coun-

ty, rather than in the 

middle of the workday 

at the old county court-

house in Jefferson.

“People have been 

truly appreciative of 

the fact that we host a 

meeting in the evening,” 

Kozlowski said. “They 

have an opportunity to 

see the many things the 

board is working on at 

the county level.”

The county’s   

financial ledgers will 
soon appear online. 

The board is working  

to join the state treasur-

er’s free and growing 

OhioCheckbook.com 

initiative, which tracks 

municipal spending 

habits with search func-

tions, charts, year-to-

year comparisons and 

more.

The board’s monthly 

e-newsletter, Ashtabula 

County Insights, was 

also launched in March, 

which Kozlowski called 

“a great forum to for 

us to update members 

of the public on many 

initiatives.”

To view the news-

letter, visit Ashtabula-

County.us or Ashtabu-

laWave.org. To receive 

a PDF version by email, 

contact CEFeather@

AshtabulaCounty.us.

 

County focuses on safety forces
BY JUSTIN DENNIS

jdennis@starbeacon.com
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Discussions about replacing or repairing the Ashtabula 

County Jail are underway between area government 

officials.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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JEFFERSON — After 

more than 140 years in 

business and five gener-
ations of family owner-

ship, Jefferson’s local 

newspaper continues to 

scribe the community’s 

history — one page at 

a time.

For William Creed, 

president and publisher 

of Gazette Newspa-

pers and Great Lakes 

Printing Company, the 

village’s oldest locally 

owned business, the 

job starts with one 

blank page — becoming 

several dozen, tightly 

packed with community 

journalism that wins 

awards from year to 

year.

“We’re very fortunate 

... our circulation is 

growing,” said Creed, 

who joined the compa-

ny’s advertising depart-

ment in 1984, working 

his way up to the top 

spot in 2012.

“I think that has to do 

with the type of news 

that we publish — it’s 

local community news. 

... We find that that’s 
what people want to 

read.”

The Jefferson Gazette 

first rolled off the press 
in 1876. It was later 

joined by The News in 

1970, The Courier and 

The Shores News in 

1992 and the Tribune 

in 1993 — each serving 

their own corners of 

Ashtabula County.

Since E.L. Lampson, 

a Jefferson lawyer, 

purchased the paper in 

1883, the company’s 

been handed on to four 

generations of sons — 

down to current CEO, 

Jeffrey Lampson.

The company began 

as a second floor print-
ing operation along 

North Chestnut Street, 

but was razed in the 

“Big Fire” of 1906. In 

1965, Gazette News-

papers moved to its 

current 46 W. Jefferson 

St. location, where its 

Goss Community web 

offset press — the first 
of its kind in Ashtabula 

County — still runs.

“It’s a workhorse. 

They run and run and 

run,” Creed said. “There 

are more modern press-

es, but this one certain-

ly gets the job done.”

Creed estimated the 

company’s newspaper 

division makes up 65 

BY JUSTIN DENNIS

jdennis@starbeacon.com

Keeping the presses rolling

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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From left to right: Gazette Newspapers employees Michael Lemponen, production coordinator, Terri Hurst, production manager, and Rachel Watson, mailroom manager, 

pose for a photo in front of the printing company’s close to 50-year-old Goss web press.
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‘BUSINESS-FRIENDLY’

Kozlowski said  

officials have made 
“great strides” in  

quickening building 
permit processing 

through the county 

Building Department, 

and they are looking 

to replace snail mail 

procedures with an  

electronic plan sub-

mission and payment 

process.

Just more than two 

years ago, the former 

board fired the then-de-

partment head, citing 

performance issues. 

Ducro, who character-

ized the department’s 

inefficiencies during 

his run for the coun-

ty seat as a barrier to 

new development, said 

he would like to hear 

feedback from area con-

tractors and business 

developers and host 

community meetings.

“We are committed 

to trying to come up 

with as many options 

as possible to continue 

to improve the (plan) 

turnaround time to be 

more business-friend-

ly,” he said.

 

EXPANDING TREATMENT

Though state legis-

lators recently ruled 

Ashtabula County  

won’t be required to 
incarcerate fifth-de-

gree felony offenders 

in-county, rather than 

in state prisons — as 

was previously mandat-

ed in the state budget 

proposal — Whittington 

said the county’s  

drug abuse treat-

ment options are 

underserved. The Ohio 

Department of Rehabil-

itation and Corrections 

is “looking more at 

diversion programs and 

housing (F-5 offenders) 

here. With that, we  

have a lot of treatment 

dollars — but we can 

never have enough,” 

she said.

“We need infrastruc-

ture dollars now to 

come down, for a place 

to deliver the treat-

ment.”
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GAZETTE: Continues to scribe community’s history

percent of its total 

revenue. The rest of the 

revenue comes from 

its commercial printing 

side, Great Lakes Print-

ing Company, which 

runs all manner of jobs 

big and small — from 

books and magazines 

to banners. 

Great Lakes Printing 

Company also runs 

school and college pub-

lications — sometimes 

even competing news-

papers.

“There’s very few 

things we cannot print,” 

he said — and the 

company partners for 

specialty items that 

must be outsourced. 

The press can often run 

jobs together based on 

need and scheduling, 

keeping it “full-time 

and running like crazy.”

The Gazette employs 

about 60 people, five 
working the press 

room.

Though the paper 

business remains much 

the same as it did 50 

years ago, the company 

recently gave its digital 

format a face-lift — 

GazetteNews.com  

was recently rebuilt 

“from scratch,” Creed 

said.

“We’re very happy 

with the website and 

the way it performs. It 

provides a lot of infor-

mation to our visitors,” 

he said. “We post all of 

our own articles, all of 

our own content but 

then we have world and 

national news — it’s a 

unique blend of every-

thing.”

Gazette Newspapers’ 

role within the com-

munity as an objective 

observer and recorder, 

however, is a near-time-

less tradition — one in 

which Creed said he 

takes great pride.

For Creed, the busi-

ness is also about 

exercising the right to 

free speech, the right to 

know what’s happening 

in the community — 

“it’s very important we 

protect that,” he said.

But just as in the lon-

gevity of the Gazette’s 

name, community 

journalism offers some-

thing just as precious 

— a sliver of immortal-

ity, a single line-long; 

a chance to be part of 

something greater, he 

said.

“We get to leave 

something behind after 

we’re gone. Someone’s 

going to remember who 

(we) were — and if they 

don’t remember us, 

they’re certainly going 

to see our name,” Creed 

said.

SUBMITTED

The Gazette is one of the oldest businesses in Ashtabula County.
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