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You may have had to cancel your summer 
vacation plans, thanks to COVID-19.

Perhaps you were supposed to be 
in sunny Florida at Disney World after 

Ashtabula County’s long winter.
Now what do you do?
Don’t despair! There is much to do right here 

at home in Ashtabula County this summer.
Explore one of many parks or nearby bike and 

walking trails, search for beach glass at Walnut 
Beach or plan a romantic getaway at one of the 
area’s many bed and breakfasts. Take a day to 
explore nature at Indian Trails Park, or visit the 
ducks and swans at Lake Shore Park.

Bridge Street in the Ashtabula Harbor offers 
plenty of choices for dining, as well as unique 
shops to tour. The new brewery, Cloven Hoof 
Brewing on Bridge Street, offers a variety of 
brews, as well as light snacks and endless pop-
corn.

Take a drive to visit the county’s 18 drivable 
covered bridges. Don’t miss the Smolen-Gulf 
Bridge — the longest covered bridge in the Unit-
ed States.

Travel to Conneaut Township Park for its san-
dy beach, lighthouse and park.

Come mid-August, head to Brant’s Apple Or-
chard on Dibble Road in Sheffi eld Township for 
apples, grapes, apple cider donuts, lunch spe-
cials, fresh bread and baked pies. 

The Ashtabula County Fair has been scaled 
back to only junior fair projects and judging, but 
the Great Geauga County Fair in Burton will be 
full on Sept. 3-7, with rides, exhibits, animals, 
food vendors, music, races, contests and more.

Whatever you decide to do, remember vaca-
tions are nice but sometimes it’s more fun to 
stay put. Explore corners of the county you 
never get a chance to see while working or treat 
yourself to a day of lounging in the backyard 
with a glass of iced water. 

You will have a great time and you’ll save a ton 
of money, too. n

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Ashtabula County off ers plenty to do
Plan a Stay-cation

The corona-
virus things 
for golfers, 
but area golf 

courses report a strong 
interest in game after 
months stuck inside.

In early April the state 
of Ohio closed down 
golf courses for a short 
time due to players 
gathering in close 
proximity, but offi cials 
allowed them to open 
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Ashtabula County off ers plenty to do
Plan a Stay-cation Hitting the greens

The corona-
virus things 
for golfers, 
but area golf 

courses report a strong 
interest in game after 
months stuck inside.

In early April the state 
of Ohio closed down 
golf courses for a short 
time due to players 
gathering in close 
proximity, but offi cials 
allowed them to open 

shortly thereafter with 
some restrictions.

Many restrictions 
have been lifted but 
area course owners and 

managers are still try-
ing to make sure safety 
is a key part of their 
operations. For a while 
golfers had to ride 

in their own cart but 
that has now opened 
up, said Adam Smith, 
manager of the Village 
Green Golf Course in 
North Kingsville.

“You can share a cart 
now. We still give [the 
golfers] the choice,” 
Smith said.

He said the carts 
are wiped down after 
every round.

Smith said the course 
has been very busy. 
He said some of the 
leagues now allow par-

ticipants to start when-
ever they wish during 
the course of the 
morning.

“They basically come 
with their foursome any 
time they like,” he said.

Chapel Hills Golf 
Course owner Jamie 
Banary said the season 
is picking up after a 
slow start due to chilly 
temperatures and the 
coronavirus.

“The people who are 
out and playing are 
really excited about 

playing. Some people 
who haven’t left their 
homes for other things 
are leaving to play golf,” 
she said.

Banary said she is try-
ing to be open to what 
golfers are comfortable 
with as far as social 
distancing.

“The [Ashtabula] 
County [Health Depart-
ment] is letting people 
go two in a cart, but 
some people aren’t 
comfortable with that,” 
she said. n

BY WARREN DILLAWAY

warren@starbeacon.com

Golf  a summer ace in the hole

T
courses report a strong 
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proximity, but offi cials 
allowed them to open 

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Madison’s Lucas Welch chips to the green at Maple 
Ridge Golf Course in Saybrook Township last summer.

Over 40 Hand Crafted
Ice Cold 8oz. Martinis!!

Certi ed Angus Beef
Center Cut Steaks

Butter Almond Scrod
Pasta Dishes

Signature Sandwiches
Home of the friendliest staff on the planet!

DINNER HOURS
Tuesday-Thursday 4-8pm
Friday & Saturday 4-9pm

Closed Sun & Mon

Enjoy the picturesque
view from our
dining room!

www.martinisashtabula.com

4338 Lake Rd. W., Ashtabula, OH   440.964.2800
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Explore the area

Plenty of ad-
ventures await 
outdoor en-
thusiasts who 

visit Ashtabula County. 
Here’s a sample of what 
the county offers those 
who enjoy some fresh-
air fun:

• Hiking: The coun-
ty’s premier trail can be 
found along the West-
ern Reserve Greenway, 
a former PennCentral 

right-of-way that closed 
in 1976. The stretch 

was reborn in 2002 as 
a pathway for run-

ners, walkers, cyclists, 
rollerbladers and in the 
winter cross-country 
skiers.

The paved trail, 
managed by Ashtabula 
County Metroparks, 
stretches 27 miles in 
Ashtabula County. It be-
gins at West Avenue in 
Ashtabula and travels 
south through Orwell 
en route to its terminus 
in Champion in Trum-
bull County, according 
to the Metroparks 
website.

Parking lots can be 
found at intervals along 
the trail, including 
Ashtabula and Austin-
burg townships and 
Rock Creek.

The Ashtabula Town-
ship Park Commission 
maintains Indian Trails 
Park, which covers 369 
acres that meander 
along the Ashtabula 
River.

The park, 1700 E. First 
St., Ashtabula, is home 
to the Smolen-Gulf cov-
ered bridge, at 613 feet 
the longest roofed span 
in the country. The 
bridge links Ashtabula 
and Plymouth town-
ships.

• Lake Erie vistas: 
There’s no shortage 
of beautiful views in 
Ashtabula County, but 
some of the most spec-
tacular feature a Lake 
Erie setting.

Sunsets over the 
lake are especially 
breath-taking. Here’s a 

few recommendations 
for scenic spots along 
the lake:

The Al Cummings 
Sunset Park in North 
Kingsville (Route 531 a 
short distance east of 
Route 193) is a popular 
Lake Erie vantage point. 
Picnic tables and a 
playground are avail-
able during the summer 
season, and eagles  
have been spotted  
nearby. The park is 
named after the vil-
lage’s late road superin-
tendent.

Conneaut Park Town-
ship in Conneaut (Route 
531) offers a panorama 
of the lake. The park 
boasts picnic pavilions 
and a big sandy beach.

Point Park in 
Ashtabula (1071 
Walnut Boulevard) 
provides a bird’s eye 
view of the historic 
Ashtabula Harbor and 
its lift bridge. The 
park is next door to 

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Lots to enjoy in Ashtabula County for outdoor enthusiasts

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

A kayaker negotiates wetlands just east of Conneaut Township Park beach in March.

Jeffco Lakes Resort
Water, Electric &
Sewer Hookups
Propane Service

Seasonal Camping
Fishing

Reasonable Rates
Playground

Swimming Pool
Camping Rentals
Pavilion Rentals

440-293-7485
6758 Hayes Road, Andover

www.jeff colakes.com

A Beautiful Park on the Shores of Lake Erie
SANDY BEACH • SWIMMING • CONCESSION STAND •  PUBLIC BOAT LAUNCH • BAIT SHOP • CLASSIC CAR SHOW 

Sunday at 5:00pm, Memorial Day-October

Disc Golf Course • Bocci Courts • Volleyball Court • Horse Shoe Pits • Picnic Pavilions • Waterfowl Ponds

1700 E. 1st. St., Ashtabula, OH 44004 • St. Rt. 531 .3 miles East of St. Rt. 11
440/964-3819 • Fax: 440/964-7652
Email: lakeshore1@windstream.net
www.lakeshoreparkashtabula.org

Lakeshore Park

Please refer to our website for event updates
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Explore the area
few recommendations 
for scenic spots along 
the lake:

The Al Cummings 
Sunset Park in North 
Kingsville (Route 531 a 
short distance east of 
Route 193) is a popular 
Lake Erie vantage point. 
Picnic tables and a 
playground are avail-
able during the summer 
season, and eagles  
have been spotted  
nearby. The park is 
named after the vil-
lage’s late road superin-
tendent.

Conneaut Park Town-
ship in Conneaut (Route 
531) offers a panorama 
of the lake. The park 
boasts picnic pavilions 
and a big sandy beach.

Point Park in 
Ashtabula (1071 
Walnut Boulevard) 
provides a bird’s eye 
view of the historic 
Ashtabula Harbor and 
its lift bridge. The 
park is next door to 

the Ashtabula Marine 
Museum.

 • Parks: Ashtabula 
County has no shortage 
of places to picnic, play 
outdoor games, host a 
family reunion or sim-
ply relax in the great 
outdoors. Some popular 
favorites: 

Geneva Township 
Park (5045 Lake Road 
E.) Geneva and  
Saybrook Township 
Park (5941 Lake Road 
W.) can be found along 
the Lake Erie shoreline. 
Geneva offers pavil-
ions, a playground and 
volleyball. Saybrook 
has pavilions, char-
coal grills, benches, 
ball fields and a small 
beach.

Lake Shore Park in 
Ashtabula Township 
(Route 531 at State 
Road) is a family park 
featuring picnic ta-
bles, pavilions, duck 
pond, swans, peacocks, 

fenced-in playground 
and a boat ramp. 

• Fishing and boat-
ing: Ashtabula County 
is awash with water 
that offers boating and 
fishing opportunities. 
Here’s a few of the hot 
spots:

Harpersfield Covered 
Bridge in Harpersfield 
Township (near  
Route 534) is bisected 
by the Grand River. The 
park is popular with 
anglers. Picnic tables 
are nearby.

Pymatuning State 
Park in Andover (6030 
Pymatuning Lake Road) 
has boating access to 
Pymatuning Lake, home 
to a number of game 
fish. Picnicking, swim-
ming and camping is 
also available.

Inside Geneva State 
Park in Geneva-on-
the-Lake and Geneva 
Township is a marina 
that offers Lake Erie ac-

cess to boaters. Ramps 
to the water also can 
be found at Conneaut’s 

public dock.
Conneaut Creek is 

renown for its fishing, 

particularly steelhead 
trout. In Conneaut, 
parking lots cater to 

fishermen and women 
can be found on Old 
Mill Road. n

golden dawn

• Full Service Deli/Bakery
• Full Service Meat Dept.
• Farm Fresh Produce
• 100’s of in Store Specials!

FAST 
FRIENDLY
SERVICE

Large Variety of Craft Beers & Local Wines

Store Hours:
Mon.-Sat. 8am-8pm • Sun. 8am-5pm

We Process Bills
• Dominion East Ohio Gas
• The Illuminating Company
• Credit Cards • Cell Phone
• Many More!
• Waste Management Bags

Coins
For Cash

Hometown choice of Conneaut for over 43 years

HOMETOWN GROCERY STORE SINCE 1977

Check out our ad in the Star Beacon every 
Thursday & Saturday for all of our store specials

281-285 Main Street • Conneaut, OH • 440-593-5039

Double
Coupons

up to 99¢

www.pizzajoes.com

We’re Talkin’ Tasty!

$2 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

Min. $15 purchase. Not valid with other offer/coupons. 
Expires 8/30/2020

Andover
Delivery Hours:

Mon.-Fri. 4pm-Close
Sat. & Sun. 11am-Close

Jefferson
Delivery Hours:
Sun. thru Sat.
11am-Close

Delivery Available
in Andover &

Jefferson
(5 Mile Radius)

Visit Our New Location 
51 N. Chestnut St., Jefferson

440-576-1111
Pick-up Window Available

310 East Main St.,
Andover

440-293-4778



6 — SUMMER FUN GUIDE  Star Beacon, Saturday, June 27, 2020

Hitting the water

Boating is a good 
recreational 
pursuit for 
people looking 

to get out of the house 
while maintaining social 
distancing.

Boaters spend time 
driving from their 
homes, walking to their 
boats, enjoying a trip 
onto Lake Erie and then 
turn the process around 
to go home, leaving lit-

tle interaction time with 
their party.

The Geneva State Park 
Marina has been busy 

as people are seeking to 
do something different 
after months cooped up 
in their homes. “It was 

a little slow because 
people were a little 
leery about going out,” 
said Jeanette Vargo, a 
cashier at the GSPM.

Vargo said the ma-
rina has been a little 
busier than normal. 
She said the transient 
docks are not able to 
be used because of the 
coronavirus, so people 
are making reservations 
causing the overall ma-
rina to be a bit busier 
than last year.

The marina store is 

open normal hours.
“We have it just 

marked a little differ-
ent. We don’t allow 
more than 10 people at 
a time,” Vargo said.

Vargo said people are 
social distancing when 
in the store as well.

Some charter fishing 
captains reported a 
slow start to the fish-
ing season, due to cold 
temperatures, but said 
the fishing is excellent 
now the weather has 
warmed.

Many captains are 
back in docks, with full 
limits caught, by 9:30 
a.m. Long time captain 
Walt Ermansons said he 
dropped his trip size 
from six to four, which 
is better for social dis-
tancing.

Boat ramps from 
Andover, to Geneva, to 
Conneaut and Ashtabu-
la have shown high 
usage on warm sunny 
days as people try to 
shake the coronavirus 
blues. n

BY WARREN DILLAWAY

warren@starbeacon.com

Boating season off to good start

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Boaters return to Lake Shore Park in Ashtabula Town-
ship.

Meat Specials • All Natural Pork •  USDA Grade A Chicken • USDA Choice Beef
Deli Meats...Hot Food Specials!!

Andover Sparkle Market
97 Public Square, Andover, OH 44003
Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 8am-9pm • Sunday 8am-6pm

Store Made
Rope Style
Italian or Bulk
Sausage
Fresh Hot or Mild, Family Pack

Beer & wine

In-Store
Bakery

deli Specials

SUNDAY
Beer & Wine

Sales

Ohio State Liquor Store
Inside Andover Sparkle Market

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm, Fri & Sat 10am-7pm

Largest Inventory of
Supplies & RV’s In Northeast Ohio

385 N. Main St., Andover, Ohio
(440) 293-6229
harveyhomerv.com
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Many captains are 
back in docks, with full 
limits caught, by 9:30 
a.m. Long time captain 
Walt Ermansons said he 
dropped his trip size 
from six to four, which 
is better for social dis-
tancing.

Boat ramps from 
Andover, to Geneva, to 
Conneaut and Ashtabu-
la have shown high 
usage on warm sunny 
days as people try to 
shake the coronavirus 
blues. n

Something for everyone

Independent We 
Stand named Bridge 
Street the winner 
of “America’s Main 

Streets”  
contest in June 2018, 
and city officials say 
there are good reasons 
why.

The historic Ashtabula 
Harbor boasts nearby 
Walnut Beach, marinas 
and boat clubs, several 
museums, unique shops 
and plenty of great 
places to eat and drink. 

With the formation of 
the Lift Bridge  
Community in 2008, a 
small group of interest-
ed citizens developed 
a mission to promote 
and develop the 
Ashtabula Harbor into 
a major tourist  
destination and a stra-
tegic plan to accom-

plish the mission.
Thanks to the revi-

talization of the area, 
several historical build-
ings have been eligible 
for state grants worth 
more than $100,000 for 
rehabilitation and pres-
ervation efforts. 

Today, every build-
ing on the eastern end 
of the street is in use 
and, for the first time, 
a boutique-style hotel 
and rooftop wine bar is 
being built on Goodwill 
Drive, just a stone’s 
throw from Bridge 
Street.

“We have so many 
wonderful attractions 
in the Harbor that are 
enjoyed by tourists 
and locals alike,” said 
Ashtabula County Com-
missioner J.P. Ducro IV.

Flowers adorn the 
street in spring, sum-
mer and fall, crosswalks 
are painted, Goodwill 

and Hulbert drives 
boast new bricks, a new 
parking lot is open, 
historical buildings don 
plaques and shopkeep-
ers do all they can to 
keep the street tidy.

In a few blocks, 
visitors can go from 
strolling through the 
commercial corridor 
and watching the lift 
bridge raise and lower 
every half hour to catch-
ing some sun at Walnut 
Beach on Lake Erie. 

Warm weather  
visitors will find an  
ice-cream parlor at 
Cones, 1019 Bridge 
Street and several high-
ly rated restaurants, 
including Rennicks 
Meat Market, Bascule 
Bridge Grille, Halcyon, 
Fitzgerald’s Wine Bar, 
Restaurant and Shoppe, 
Briquettes Smokehouse 
and Purola’s BSP, among 
others. n

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Bridge Street offers shopping, dining, attractions

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Heather Martello, owner of Martello Photograpy, unloads flowers to be place along 
Bridge Street in Ashtabula in late May.

www.conneautcreekfl oatandfl y.com

Kayak or Canoe 
on the 

Wild & Scenic
Conneaut Creek

Call for Reservations Today!

1 Welton Rd., Conneaut
(440) 265-2012Open Daily 9-6, 

Tue & Thurs Noon - 6

Prem
ium Small Batch Custardm Small Batch

Located Inside a Century Old Historic Church

Like us on       www.heavenlycreamery.com

Hours Daily: 3pm - 9pm
440-593-6080

Also available at Marianne’s Chocolates
on Bridge St., Ashtabula

Haven’s Field, N. Market St., Jefferson
Village Green Golf Course, Rt. 193, Kingsville 

Sparky’s Place, Broad St., Conneaut

Now Selling:
Boba Frozen Lemonade

We make over 130 fl avors of premium small batch custard each season

264 Sandusky St.
Conneaut, OH 44030

Experience a Sweet Taste of Heaven

Largest Inventory of
Supplies & RV’s In Northeast Ohio

385 N. Main St., Andover, Ohio
(440) 293-6229
harveyhomerv.com
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All across the county 

The Ashtabula 
County Met-
roparks pro-
vide plenty 

of opportunities for 
outdoor recreation, 
even with COVID-19 
restrictions continuing 
across the state.

Ashtabula County 
Metroparks locations 
can be found from as 
far west in Ashtabula 

County as Harpersfield 
Covered Bridge Met-
ropark, to Turkey Creek 
Metropark, located 
along the border with 
Pennsylvania.

Last year, the Met-
roparks opened new 
parks in Conneaut and 
Saybrook Township, 
and renovated Harpers-
field Covered Bridge 
Metropark.

“The parks are just 
such a wonderful com-
modity to the county of 

Ashtabula,” said Antoi-
nette Green, Ashtabula 
County Metroparks 
office administrator.

The Metroparks are in 
the process of receiving 
bids for a new one mile 
loop trail at Red Brook 
Metropark, Green said. 
The trail will be compli-
ant with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act.

There are also plans 
to add parking, benches 
and signs to Red Brook, 
Green said. Work is also 

planned to restore the 
creek area in the park.

“I think it’s going to 
really add a lot to the 
Saybrook Township 
area,” Green said.

A groundbreaking 
was held on the North 
Shore Trail in 2019. The 
North Shore Trail will 
connect the Western 
Reserve Greenway Trail 
to Lake Erie, running 
down West Avenue in 
Ashtabula and through 
the harbor to Walnut 
Beach.

Work is expected 
to be finished on the 
North Shore Trail some 
time this fall.

Park officials also 
shared information on 
the Pymatuning Valley 
Greenway Trail in 2019. 
The trail will run from 
Dorset Township to 
the Pennsylvania state 
line once it is complet-
ed. The trail is still in 
the planning stages, 
Green said. Funding has 
been secured for the 
first segment.

Green encouraged 
visitors to share pic-
tures from their visits 
to the parks with the 
Metroparks on social 
media. 

A list of park loca-
tions can be found at 
www.ashtabulamet-
roparks.com.

While Metroparks 
locations are open, 
bathrooms are open for 
emergencies only and 
pavilions at the parks 
are still closed, Green 
said. n

BY BRIAN HAYTCHER

bhaytcher@starbeacon.com

Metroparks offer outside fun year-round

We’re Welcoming NEW Carts with GPS, 
Speakers and Bluetooth in 2020! We Also Can’t 

Forget... Upgraded Food & Beverage!

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!
Management: Adam Smith

(440) 224-0931 • villagegreengc.us
Rt. 193 & Lake Rd. N. Kingsville, Ohio

SPEND THE SUMMER ON THE GREENS!

MONDAY 18 Holes with Cart..............................................................$16
FRIDAY 18 Holes with Cart, Hot Dog & Beverage at Turn........$21
*Carts required. Not valid with any other offer. Holidays, group outings, specials or league play excluded

Happy to Provide our Customers with a SAFE & 
ENJOYABLE experience during the COVID-19 restrictions.

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS!

Grand River
Canoe Livery

www.grandrivercanoe.com

Looking for something fun to do. . .
Call 1-800-ME-CANOE

Family Friendly

Group Rates 
Available

Canoe Rentals • Kayak Rentals • Paddle Board

Native American Atmoshere
Trips thru Preserve or Gorge are Available

Tipis Available for Camping

3825 Fobes Rd., Rock Creek
6 miles south of I-90 off Rt. 45
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Happening in August

The Ashtabula 
County Fair will 
look different 
this year, with 

only three days worth 
of Junior Fair activities 
because of the corona-
virus pandemic.

The modified event 
will still take place 
some time during the 
regularly scheduled 
fair week of Aug. 11-
16, probably Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, 
Fair Board President 
Brian Edelman said.

The Senior Fair 
component has been 
canceled, excluding the 
harness racing, he said.

“It will just be judg-
ing of [4-H and Future 
Farmers of America] 
animals and general 
projects,” he said. “It 
will not be open to the 
public.”

After careful consid-
eration and lengthy 
discussions, the board 
voted to proceed with 
only a modified Junior 
Livestock Exhibition 
and Junior project 
events.

“Due to COVID-19 
guidelines and restric-
tions, we are unable 
to have a Senior Fair, 
including rides, grand-
stand events, side 
shows, carnival games 

and other Senior Fair 
events,” he said.

Board members said 
by doing it this way, 
they can make the 2021 
fair even better. It will 
be the 175th annual fair 
and they’re planning a 
big celebration.

This decision came 
after Ohio Gov. Mike 
DeWine released guide-
lines relating to county 
fairs. Those guidelines 
support 4-H and Future 
Farmers of America’s 
projects.

Each county fair will 

receive $50,000 in state 
money if they conduct 
a junior fair. If counties 
do not conduct a junior 
fair this year, they can 
receive $15,000 to be 
used next year.

Edelman said he has 
met with commission-
ers to discuss ways to 
raise the $40,000 need-
ed to hold a Junior Fair 
event, with an addition-
al estimated $25,000 to 
make necessary pub-
lic-health improvements 
to the grounds in light 
of COVID-19.

Typically, the Fair 
Board receives around 
$102,000 in small 
business sponsorships, 
Edelman said. With 
these small business-
es having difficulties 
during COVID-19, the 
Fair Board did not want 
to approach them for 
money, Edelman said.

Another financial fac-
tor was the grandstands 
only being allowed a 
50-percent capacity 
under the health guide-

lines, he said.
“We now have enough 

money to hold a junior 
fair for all the junior 
livestock animals and 
all the junior-fair [proj-
ects],” Edelman said. 
“It’s great news.”

Commissioner Casey 
Kozlowski said commis-
sioners support the Fair 
Board’s decision.

Details, including 
whether concessions 
will still be at the Junior 
Fair and what other Ju-
nior Fair activities, such 
as Royal Court, will still 
take place but are yet to 
be worked out.

For more information 
call 440-576-7626. n

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Scaled-back Ashtabula County Fair planned

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Gianni Veri, 7, of Jefferson, races her bike at the 2019 
Ashtabula County Fair in Jefferson.

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Amelia Kelner, 9, of Jefferson, interacts with her cow 
as they wait their turn to be photographed during the 
2019 Ashtabula County Fair in Jefferson.

Delivery to
Jefferson, Rock Creek, Roaming 

Shores, Geneva & Saybrook

DAILY SPECIALS

1736 Rt. 45 AUSTINBURG

440-275-7711
WWW.CAPPSPIZZA.NET

Monday
1 Topping Calzone $6.29

Tuesday
Buy Any Round Pizza Get 1 FREE!

Wednesday
Traditional Wings 65¢ each

CAPPER PACK
XL 1 Topping Pizza, 20 Wings, Large House Salad &

2 Liter of any coke product

$34.99
Toppings Excludes Double Cheese or Chicken

Not valid w/any other offer/special. Restrictions Apply.

Th ursday
1/2 lb. Cheeseburger & Fries $6.29

Friday
1/2 Slab Rib Dinner $10.39

Saturday & Sunday
Sheet Pizza w/1 Topping $19.99
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Local get-a-ways

State parks in 
Andover Town-
ship and Geneva 
have been at the 

forefront of activity for 
the last several months 
as area residents seek a 
way to escape the coro-
navirus blues.

State parks have 
been during the entire 
pandemic and provided 
a way for families to 
enjoy hiking, biking, 
fishing and other recre-
ational pursuits while 

adhering to socia-dis-
tancing guidelines.

“It is an amazing time 
we are living in,” said 
Geneva State Park Man-

ager Gary Gerrone.
As the spring moved 

on the parks were  
allowed to open the  
Geneva State Park Mari-

na and camping  
options at both state 
parks.

There are differences, 
compared to a “normal” 

year, as restroom fa-
cilities were closed for 
much of the spring and 
programming has been 
curtailed for the imme-
diate future, according 
to Gerrone.

The Geneva State  
Park Marina boating 
docks filled in late May 
and early June. The 
boat ramps at Pymatun-
ing State Park have  
been busy since ear-
ly April as fishermen 
head out into the open 
waters at distances of 
well more than six feet 
apart.

The Geneva State 
Park campgrounds 
were closed until May 
21. When they opened 
the crowds were 
probably similar to last 
year but looked a lot 
more because it went 
from zero to busy very 
quickly, according to 
Gerrone.

He said restroom and 
shower arrangements 
have been adjusted 
but social distancing, 
works well with camp-
ing and people are 
enjoying the park as 
the weather warms. n

BY WARREN DILLAWAY

warren@starbeacon.com

State parks popular during pandemic

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Bicyclists use the Geneva State Park bike trail on a May day in Geneva-on-the-Lake.

k

Open Sunday thru Thursday 11am-Midnight
Friday & Saturday 11am-1am

Serving the fi nest homemade pizza, pasta, homemade 
chilli, bread, delicious tossed salads, stacked ham, 

roast beef sandwiches & subs!
Th ree Locations

Rt. 193 • North Kingsville
(440) 224-0497

380 E. Main St. • Andover
(440) 293-6776

4861 N. Ridge West • Saybrook
(440) 969-1000

“Serving the
Local 

Community for
Over 70 Years!”

OPEN ALL
YEAR

ROUND 

OPEN DAILY
at 11:00 am
Conneaut

Dairy Queen
1009 Main Street

Conneaut
(440) 593-2765

Candy Classics Limited Time Signature Creations

OREO® Cheesecake

Frosted Animal Cookie

Wonder Woman
Cookie Collision

Raspberry Fudge Bliss

S’mores

Cotton Candy

Chocolate Chip
Cookie Dough

Choco Brownie
Extreme

Turtle Pecan 
Cluster

New

New

New

New

New

New

Royal New York
Cheesecake
Filled with Strawberry

New Royal
Rocky Road Trip
Filled with Marshmallow
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Local get-a-ways
The Geneva State 

Park campgrounds 
were closed until May 
21. When they opened 
the crowds were 
probably similar to last 
year but looked a lot 
more because it went 
from zero to busy very 
quickly, according to 
Gerrone.

He said restroom and 
shower arrangements 
have been adjusted 
but social distancing, 
works well with camp-
ing and people are 
enjoying the park as 
the weather warms. n

State parks popular during pandemic
Lake Erie treasures

Organizers  
are hoping  
the 12th  
annual Beach 

Glass Festival will  
rock the Ashtabula  
Harbor, come Septem-
ber. But it’s all  
dependent on the 
status of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Almost 75 vendors 
and artisans from 
more than a dozen 
states plan to take to 
the streets, offering 
their collections of 

beach glass, jewelry, 
artwork, sun catchers, 
gourds, floral arrange-
ments, rugs, handbags 
and clothing. It’s one of 
the largest beach glass 
festivals in Ohio, orga-
nizers said.

The event will run 
from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Sept. 12-13, rain 
or shine, along Bridge 
Street.

“The festival, which 
usually takes place in 
June, has been resched-
uled for September,” 
said Melody Shiflet, 
who is organizing the 
festival. “We will make 

a final determination 
regarding those dates 
based on Gov. Mike 
DeWine’s recommenda-
tions for public gather-
ings.”

Shiflet owns Heart-
made Boutique on 
Bridge Street.

During the festival, 
visitors will also be  
able to access Walnut 
Beach and try their luck 
at finding their own 
beach glass. Walnut 
Beach is a short walk 
or drive from Bridge 
Street.

The event started 
through local organiza-

tion “Business of  
Good” and the Bridge 
Street merchants,  
Lori and Troy Dalrym-
ple, took over the next 
year.

“Every year we get 
new people and a 
lot of returns from 
Youngstown, War-
ren, Cleveland and 
Erie,” Troy Dalrymple 
has said. “We always 
just hope for sunny 
weather.”

All the shops  
and restaurants along 
Bridge Street will  
be open during the 
festival. n

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Beach Glass Festival will rock Ashtabula Harbor 

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Tracy Good Masury checks out items during the 2019 
Beach Glass Festival on Bridge Street in Ashtabula.

Can Your Own 32 oz. Craft Beer
CHECK OUR OUR GROWLER SYSTEM

8AM-9PM MON-SAT. • 9AM-8PM SUN.
440-466-7130      119 N. BROADWAY•GENEVA

LARGE 
SELECTION 
OF CRAFT 

BEER

LOWEST 
PRICES ON 

CIGARETTES

GREAT
SELECTION 
OF WINESVisit

GENEVA, OHIO

152 South Broadway Geneva, OH • 466-5851

We offer the total Salon Experience...
• Haircuts • Color • Texturizing • Pedicure
• Manicures • Massage • Spa Services

Treat Yourself Today!

 “Where everyone is a star”
 S tylin g S tylin g Broadway Broadway on on S tylin g S tylin g Broadway Broadway on on

HOME • AUTO • BUSINESS • LIFE

440-466-1144
55 S. Forest 

Geneva, Ohio
crawfordinsurance.com

Serving Northeast Ohio since 1944

• Convenience
• Grocery
• OHIO LOTTERY
• Fresh Coffee
• Sunday Beer Sales All Day
• Wine after 11am State Minimum Prices

RT. 534 & I-90
HARPERSFIELD, OHIO

Open: Mon. - Sat. 7am - 11pm
Sun. 7am - 10pm

PHONE: 440-466-9111

Busy “B” 
Rental

at Bilicic’s Busy Mart
SPECIAL EVENTS

Call or Stop 
In For Your 

Special Event & 
Party Needs

• Tents
• Tables
• Chairs
• Keg
  Coolers
• Portable Bars

56 S. Broadway, Geneva
440-466-4368

www.EarthsNaturalTreasures.com entreasures@live.com

Hours: Sun. 11am-5pm • Mon.-Wed. 10am-6pm • Thurs.-Sat. 10am-7pm

ORGANIC GLUTEN-FREE/DAIRY-FREE GROCERIES...
Health Food Market, Boutique & More

Earth’s Natural Treasures 
Harmony Jade

• NOW Vitamins

• Organic Health
  & Beauty Products

• Rocks, Minerals
  & Gemstones

• Organic Smoothies,
  and Coffee
• Sandwiches

• Salads
• Featured Local
  Artists
• Unique Clothing
• Lucky Bamboo
• Jewelry
• Local Natural Food
• CBD Products

5503 Lake Rd. East, Geneva On The Lake
440-466-1648
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Explore history

Ashtabula Coun-
ty’s museums 
and cultural 
sites are work-

ing to salvage a summer 
season ravaged by the 
coronavirus.

An informal poll 
shows some museums 
have opened or will 
make debuts in the 
coming days. For oth-
ers, their 2020 status is 
murkier.

The Hubbard House 
Underground Railroad 
Museum in Ashtabu-
la’s harbor district is 
“closed until further 
notice,” according to its 
website. A few blocks 
to the east, at the 
Ashtabula Maritime and 
Surface Transportation 
Museum, calls go unan-
swered.

Efforts to reach offi-
cials connected to other 
attractions were unsuc-
cessful.

Even though Ohio  

Gov. Mike DeWine 
authorized museums to 
open earlier  
this month, they still 
must comply with 
state health guidelines 
designed to stop the 
spread of the virus. 
That can pose a burden 
on museums with small 
budgets and even small-
er staffs, said Stephanie 
Siegel, executive direc-
tor for the Ashtabula 
County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau.

“It’s been such a chal-

lenge [for some muse-
ums],” she said. “Many 
are primarily operated 
by volunteers and they 
have limited funding 
capabilities.”

The Victorian Peram-
bulator Museum, 26 
E. Cedar St., Jefferson, 
reopened on Wednes-
day, said Janet Pallo, a 
co-owner. Masks and 
gloves are worn by staff 
and social distancing 
is observed, she said. 
The museum is open 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesdays 
and Saturdays.

Pallo is anxious to 
greet visitors. 

“We have all-new dis-
plays,” she said.

Also open is the 
Servants of Mary Center 
for Peace, at 6601 Ire-
land Road in Windsor. 
The site is home to a 
50-foot statue of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe — 
billed as the world’s 
largest — along with a 
chapel and gift shop. 
While the grounds are 
open year-round, the 
gift shop only reopened 
when DeWine eased 
restrictions on retail op-
erations, said Pat Heinz. 
The shop is open daily, 
weather permitting, she 
said

Plenty of people have 
made the journey to 
Windsor to visit, Heinz 
said. 

“We’ve been very 

busy,” she said.
In Conneaut, three 

museums plan to open 
their doors in early July. 
The North Coast D-Day 
World War II History 
Museum, 851 Harbor 
St., will launch its sum-
mer season on July 4, 
said Kevin Meier, who 
oversees the operation.

The museum will be 
open weekends noon-5 
p.m.

Organizers have con-
ferred with the city’s 
health department on 
proper protocol, Meier 
said. Masks will be 
required of visitors, 
temperature checks will 
be taken at the door 
and capacity will be 
limited to ensure social 
distancing, he said.

“We want to open 
safely and responsibly,” 
Meier said.

The museum is 
owned and operated 
by D-Day Ohio Inc., the 
same organization that 
stages the wildly-pop-
ular D-Day Conneaut 
re-enactment at nearby 
Township Park. Be-
cause of the virus, the 
sprawling event will be 
scaled back in favor of 
smaller events — and 
the museum may host 
some of those activities, 
Meier said.

Plans are underway to 
have themed displays 
outside the museum 

for guests reluctant to 
venture inside, Meier 
said. The pending pro-
grams would feature 
re-enactors depicting 
aspects of military and 
civilian life during the 
war years.

Organizers anticipate 
reopening the muse-
um in early July, Meier 
said.

“We were optimistic 
based on what we were 
hearing [from Colum-
bus],” he said. “We 
penciled in July 4 [as 
an opening date].”

Traditionally, the 
museum opens on Me-
morial Day. Volunteers 
used the down time to 
rearrange and enhance 
some of the displays, 
Meier said.

Due to the late start, 
and because D-Day 
Conneaut has com-
mitted to a series of 
smaller events in  
the coming months, 
there is a chance the 
museum could stay 
open beyond the usual 
Labor Day wrap-up, he 
said.

The Conneaut Area 
Historical Society’s mu-
seum, 501 Sandusky 
St., is looking at a July 
3 opening, said Jim 
Jones, a museum coor-
dinator. A firm deci-
sion will be made after 
an upcoming board 
meeting, he said.

BY MARK TODD

For the Star Beacon

Museums, cultural sites are working to open

Hours
Weekly
12-8pm

Weekends
12-10pm

Affordable Fun
Close to Home!

Geneva-on-the-Lake

Adventure Golf
Go-karts

Bumper Boats
1957 Restored Merry-

Go-Round
Golf Cart Rentals

Zip Line
Batting Cages

Rock & Repelling Walls
Huge Arcade with over 

100 Games
Snack Bar

440-466-3555   440-466-4447
5600 Lake Rd. E., Geneva, OH    AdventureZoneFun.com
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for guests reluctant to 
venture inside, Meier 
said. The pending pro-
grams would feature 
re-enactors depicting 
aspects of military and 
civilian life during the 
war years.

Organizers anticipate 
reopening the muse-
um in early July, Meier 
said.

“We were optimistic 
based on what we were 
hearing [from Colum-
bus],” he said. “We 
penciled in July 4 [as 
an opening date].”

Traditionally, the 
museum opens on Me-
morial Day. Volunteers 
used the down time to 
rearrange and enhance 
some of the displays, 
Meier said.

Due to the late start, 
and because D-Day 
Conneaut has com-
mitted to a series of 
smaller events in  
the coming months, 
there is a chance the 
museum could stay 
open beyond the usual 
Labor Day wrap-up, he 
said.

The Conneaut Area 
Historical Society’s mu-
seum, 501 Sandusky 
St., is looking at a July 
3 opening, said Jim 
Jones, a museum coor-
dinator. A firm deci-
sion will be made after 
an upcoming board 
meeting, he said.

Museums, cultural sites are working to open

All health protocols 
will be followed,  
Jones said. “We will 
be following all of the 
governor’s guidelines,” 
he said.

Located opposite 
the Historical Society 
museum, the Conneaut 
Historical Railroad 
Museum, 363 Depot 
St., also had its 2020 
plans scrambled by the 
pandemic. Conneaut’s 
oldest museum, found-
ed in 1964, is looking to 

open the first or second 
week of July, said Jeff 
Morrell, president.

“We’re going to see 
how it goes,” Morrell 
said. “If it’s more work 
than our volunteers can 
handle, we may have to 
close it.”

The museum, a show-
case for Conneaut’s 
rich railroad history, is 
operating short-handed, 
Morrell said. 

“We are sorely in  
need of more volun-

teers,” he said.
Less than a half-doz-

en people can be count-
ed on to greet visitors 

and perform upkeep, 
Morrell said. More are 
needed to relieve some 
of the burden on an 

aging bunch of regulars, 
he said.

“If we can’t attract 
volunteers, there may 

be a time in the near 
future that we may not 
open,” Meier said. “We 
are inviting people to 

step forward and at 
least become a mem-
ber.”

Sign-up information 
can be found on the 
museum’s Facebook 
page or drop by the mu-
seum when it opens.

The museum does 
have its followers. Last 
year, people support-
ed with their dollars a 
project that repainted 
the museum’s iconic 
locomotive and railroad 
cars. 

“We appreciate all the 
donations people have 
given us,” Morrell said.

New for 2020 is a line 
of souvenirs, includ-
ing T-shirts and coffee 
mugs, that depict some 
of the actual displays, 
Morrell said.

“This year will be the 
first time we will sell 
items that specifically 
show something at 
the museum,” he said. 
“Previously, it’s been 
something generic.” n

‘It’s been such a challenge 
[for some museums].’

Stephanie Siegel
Executive director for the Ashtabula County 

Convention and Visitors Bureau

Visit 
Ashtabula 
Harbor

Certifi ed Craftsman Dealer
We Honor a Lifetime Warranty on Hand Tools!!

860 Lake Ave., Ashtabula
(440) 536-4954

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8-6, Sun. 10-5
www.acehardware.com

PROPANE
REFILL STATION
Tuesday ONLY $1099

For 20 lb. Refi ll

AUTOMOTIVE CHIP KEYS
AND HOUSE KEYS

Made While You Shop

OPEN 7AM – 7PM EVERYDAY
1003 Bridge Street Ashtabula, OH 44004
440-964-9277 harborperk.com

Featuring Fine Arabica Coffees 
from Around the World

Hand Crafted Espresso Drinks

Locally Baked Goods

All Fruit SmoothiesWi-Fi

964-3621
 Ashtabula

Benefit 
Steak Fry

Michael C. Fluhr
Scholarship Fund

SUNDAY
August 16th
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CLEVELAND’S FAMOUS
POLISH BOYS

Italian American Cuisine
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1477 Bridge Street • Ashtabula   440-964-7770

Barter House Design Center
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Mattress Sets

$169 & Up

Waterproof Click Plank
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Local nano brewery in 
the Historical Ashtabula 
Harbor that carries up 
to 12 craft beers
designed and brewed 
in house.  Exclusive and rare, 
delicious and passionately created.   
We have a very nice, clean open 
atmoshphere with a 100 in projector, 
ping pong table, and even old video 
games.  Small snacks and popcorn.  

1308 Bridge St., Ashtabula
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Visitors welcome

Businesses in the 
village are open 
and welcom-
ing customers, 

while still following 
recommendations from 
the state for COVID-19.

Most things in the 
village are open,  
Mayor Dwayne Bennett 
said.

Village businesses are 
following requirements 
from the state of Ohio 
for re-opening. A num-
ber of restaurants have 
moved tables into their 
former parking lots to 
allow for additional so-
cial distancing, Bennett 
said.

Most of the business-
es in the village are 
walk-up, so the biggest 
change has been spac-
ing out lines for waiting 
customers, Bennett 
said. The village itself 
is doing extra cleaning 
at their bathrooms, to 
make sure that they are 
safe.

The village’s walking 
trails are open.

The village has access 
to a pair of parks, 
Geneva Township Park 
located at the east end 
of the Strip, and Gene-
va State Park, located 
at the west end of the 
strip.

Geneva State Park is 
home to Breakwater 

Beach. The park also 
has a boat ramp, and 
cabins.

Geneva-on-the-Lake 
has a loyal following, 
said Stephanie  
Siegel, executive direc-
tor of the Ashtabula 
County Convention and 

Visitors Bureau.
“Visitors and locals 

make it their business 
to know what’s going 
on and when it’s open, 
because it’s a rite of 
passage for summer,” 
Siegel said.

Geneva-on-the-Lake 

is branded as Ohio’s 
First Summer Resort, 
and there are a number 
of things to do in the 
village.

Eddie’s Grill has 
been open at Geneva-
on-the-Lake since 1950, 
according to the restau-

rant’s website.
The village is also 

home to Allison’s 
Mini Golf, the oldest 
mini-golf course in 
the continuous United 
States, according to the 
course’s website.

A number of new 

attractions have sprung 
up in the village over 
the last several years, 
and operate alongside 
the old favorites. The 
village now has a foot 
golf course, which is a 
modified version of golf 
played with a soccer 
ball. The course is locat-
ed at the village’s golf 
course.

Foot golf has been 
popular at the village, 
Bennett said.

The village is also 
home to Hearthside 
Grove Lake Erie, a 
luxury RV resort situ-
ated near Breakwater 
Beach in Geneva State 
Park. The resort will 
have bungalows next 
to places to park RVs, 
with prices per lot 
starting at $99,900, ac-
cording to the resort’s 
website

Geneva-on-the-Lake 
has been busy for  
the last month, Siegel 
said.

“I mean, it’s hopping. 
Stuff is going on,” 
she said. “Geneva-on-
the-Lake is clearly one 
of our summertime 
draws.”

“We’re basically  
just going to keep 
trying to do whatever 
we can to the best of 
everybody’s ability, to 
try to accommodate all 
of our guests as easy 
as possible,” Bennett 
said. n

BY BRIAN HAYTCHER

bhaytcher@starbeacon.com

Geneva-on-the-Lake open for business

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Social distancing reminders are spread throughout Geneva-on-the-Lake along The Strip. 
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attractions have sprung 
up in the village over 
the last several years, 
and operate alongside 
the old favorites. The 
village now has a foot 
golf course, which is a 
modified version of golf 
played with a soccer 
ball. The course is locat-
ed at the village’s golf 
course.

Foot golf has been 
popular at the village, 
Bennett said.

The village is also 
home to Hearthside 
Grove Lake Erie, a 
luxury RV resort situ-
ated near Breakwater 
Beach in Geneva State 
Park. The resort will 
have bungalows next 
to places to park RVs, 
with prices per lot 
starting at $99,900, ac-
cording to the resort’s 
website

Geneva-on-the-Lake 
has been busy for  
the last month, Siegel 
said.

“I mean, it’s hopping. 
Stuff is going on,” 
she said. “Geneva-on-
the-Lake is clearly one 
of our summertime 
draws.”

“We’re basically  
just going to keep 
trying to do whatever 
we can to the best of 
everybody’s ability, to 
try to accommodate all 
of our guests as easy 
as possible,” Bennett 
said. n

Under cover

Ashtabula 
County has 
19 covered 
bridges which 

draw from tourists 
from across the state 

and beyond.
The Ashtabula County 

Convention and Visitors 
Bureau regularly gets 
calls about the county’s 
covered bridge tour, 
said Executive Director 
Stephanie Siegel.

Part of the appeal of 

the structures is the 
nostalgia, Siegel said.

“It’s basically where 
the past and present 
meet,” she said.

People asking about 
the covered bridges 
peak in the fall, when 
they’re looking for 

things to do while driv-
ing around, Siegel said.

People reach out to 
the Covered Bridge 
Festival offices regularly 
for information about 
the county’s covered 
bridges, said Ginger 
Whitehead, executive 

director of the Covered 
Bridge Festival.. 

A pair of recommend-
ed covered bridge tours 
are can be found in the 
ACCVB’s travel guide, 
which is free at the AC-
CVB’s office, Siegel said.

Ashtabula County is 

home to the longest 
covered bridge in the 
United States, Smo-
len-Gulf Bridge in Plym-
outh Township, Siegel 
said. The county is also 
home to the shortest, 
West Liberty Covered 
Bridge in Geneva.

BY BRIAN HAYTCHER

bhaytcher@starbeacon.com

Ashtabula County’s covered bridges draw tourists

Have a Safe & Fun 
Summer!
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FEED MILL

18 West Main,
Orwell, OH

437-6550

“See us for all your automotive needs.”

• TUNE-UPS • BRAKES 
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Home of the: “Early Bird Incredible “8” Breakfast”
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cherryvalleyamishfurniture.com

HOURS: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm • Saturday 8am-4pm • CLOSED Sunday

BEDROOM SETS

BULK FOODS

LIGHTHOUSE DECOR CORNHOLE BOARDS

CLOCKS GIFTS & MORE!FIREPITS
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Andover, Ohio 44003
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