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2 — 2019 Holiday Tour of Homes  STAR BEACON, Sunday, November 24, 2019

Letter from the Conneaut Rotary Club
� e Conneaut Rotary Club brings together a network of community leaders who dedicate their time and talent to make our 
community a better place to live! Our member’s work impacts the lives of our local community, from helping families to working 
toward our mission statement: To support the Local Conneaut Area with Emphasis on Youth. We meet every Tuesday at the UH 
Conneaut Wm Brown Community Room at noon. Guests are always welcome!

Warmest greetings,
� e Conneaut Rotary Club Holiday Tour of Homes features exquisite architecture, beautiful furnishing, and gracious hospitality. 
� is intimate tour experience allows guests to look “behind the doors” at some of the Conneaut’s most beautiful private residences, 
festively decorated historic bed and breakfasts and culturally signi� cate public sites. � e Holiday Tour of Homes is opened to the 
public with the purchase of a ticket, giving tour participants a dose of inspiration and the opportunity to bring decor ideas to life in 
their own homes.

Tours start on Saturday, December 7th, from 1:00 until 4:00 pm. 
$20.00 per individual in advance or $25.00 at door (so buy early) 
Special group rate- $15.00 per individual (a group of three or more) in advance only.  

How it works: 
Check-in will be available at any of the six homes/sites on tour and work your way through Conneaut on this holiday- inspired and self-guided magical tour.  
Grandpa’s Castle 884 Main Street- 1st, 2nd and 3rd � oors open for tours! 
D-Day Administration Building- Sanctuary  283 Bu� alo St- 1940’s Christmas Decor 
D-Day Museum 851 Harbor St- 1944 Christmas setting with original Christmas decorations. 
� e Nelson Home 406 Middle Road- Country Christmas Scene  
� e Watson Home 639 Furnace Road- 1950’s  Christmas Decor 
� e Tanner Home 930 W Main Road- A Beautiful Victorian Home  

Please note: 
Touring private homes is a special experience. Some will be decked with elaborate Christmas decorations, other homes will be more understated to re� ect the holi-
day traditions speci� c to their family. All homes and sites on the tour will have beautiful interiors.  
� is is a self-guided tour and the private houses may not be handicapped accessible. Well, behave children who are interested in adult activities are welcome, but 
must also pay the full ticket price.  
� ank you for being a part of our 2019 Holiday Tour of Homes. � e Conneaut Rotary Club will be able to put the funds raised back into the community local 
youth projects.  We look forward to seeing you again in two years!

Warm Regards, 
Amanda Smith, Holiday Tour 
of Homes Chairperson 
Conneaut Rotary Club 

Tickets available at: 
� e Conneaut Public Library 
� e Conneaut Area Chamber of Commerce 
Chris Brecht State Farm Insurance 
Biscotti’s Restaurant  

To View this map online visit https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jt-P7bllySYMs_PztIBl1h-Ze4us4-dq&usp=sharing
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Grandpa’s Castle

This ostentatious Queen Ann 
house at 884 Main Street is now 
known as Grandpa’s Castle B 
& B, but many people from the 
Conneaut area grew up calling it 
the Kreger home because long-
time residents Charles and Mar-
ilyn Kreger raised their family 
there. John J. Cummins built this 
house in 1886/1887 and it is list-
ed by that name in the Ohio His-
toric Inventory. John was the son 
of David Cummins (The Octagon 
House) and followed him as own-
er operator of the Cummins Can-
ning Company after David died 
in 1909. The current owners, Dale 

and Shelia Griffi s, purchased the 
house in 2003 with the intentions 
of lovingly transforming it into a 
bed and breakfast.
Many of the interior features 

will be revealed during this tour 
but newspaper articles and re-
ports have long championed the 
third fl oor ballroom and the attic 
cistern that provided running wa-
ter to the home. From the Main 
Street façade the architectural el-
ements are clearly visible includ-
ing the corner tower, stone lintels 
and sills, the curved bay window 
on the third fl oor, and the open 
porch on the second fl oor. The 

Tuscan columns and stone bases 
of the full front porch complete 
the look from the circular brick 
driveway. The granite stone was 
hand cut on the property and the 
mortar was made from backyard 
sand when this parcel was a large 
70acre tract of land.
Dale and Sheila Griffi s will be 

our hosts for the Conneaut Ro-
tary Tour of Homes showcasing 
all three fl oors of their home and 
they will explain the historical 
and architectural signifi cance fur-
ther, and maybe why they named 
it Grandpa’s Castle.
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The Nelson Home

Due to Sandy’s husband Dick 20+ years in the Air 
Force she was never able to fully decorate at Christ-
mas the way she wanted to. Once he retired and they 
purchased a home in Conneaut, Sandy started going 
all out at Christmas. 
Sandy’s style is a Country Christmas with many 

family heirlooms and antiques.
Her home will feature 5 Christmas trees and the 

main Christmas tree has 5000 lights on it. The 
Christmas Village under the tree was made mostly 
by her mother and aunt in ceramics. You will see a 

train amongst the village Dick has been collecting 
since 1970’s.
It takes Sandy, Dick, as well as their family & 

friends, approximately 3 weeks to transform the 
house from everyday living to the Country Christ-
mas scene. 
Dick and Sandy Nelson will be our host for the 

Conneaut Rotary Holiday Tour of Homes and they 
can’t wait to see the joy in the little and big kids fac-
es when they see the train and all the decorations! 

10 Biscoff Road (Corner of Middle & Biscoff)
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Upscale Dining in a Relaxed Intimate Atmosphere... www.BiscottisRestaurant.com

Biscotti’s Restaurant
...because you’re worth it!

Authentic Italian Cuisine • Full Liquor License • Featuring Local Wines
Open Year Round: Tuesday through Saturday & Open Sunday May through December

Reservations
Suggested!

Located One Block from Lake Erie in the Beautiful Port Conneaut
From I-90: Exit 241, N. on Rt. 7 to Park Ave.

186 Park Avenue, Conneaut, OH 44030  •  440-593-6766
WE HAVE

GIFT
CARDS!

Excluding Beer, Wine, Cigarettes & Tobacco

EXTRA SAVINGS FROM

With a $50 minimum purchase.
Coupon Valid Thru 12/31/17

$5 OFF
Coupon Valid Thru 12/31/19

MONDAY-SATURDAY 8:00AM-8:00PM
SUNDAY 8:00AM - 5:00PM

1977-2019
Home town choice of Conneaut for over 40 years!

Large 
Variety of Craft 

Beers & Local
Wines

DOUBLE
COUPONS!

• Full Service Meat Department
• Full Service Deli/Bakery
• Farm Fresh Produce
• 100’s of In-Store Specials!

Celebrate
The Holidays

With 
Extra Savings

From
Orlando Bros.

Golden
Dawn

Let me help you feel better.
Chiropractic: Is based on the diagnosis and 

manipulative treatment of misalignments of the 
joints, especially those of the spinal column, which 
are held to cause other disorders by affecting the 

nerves, muscles, and organs.

Conneaut, Ohio • 440.593.7788
167-A West Main Rd 

Hrs: Mon 8-5, Wed 8-12, Fri 8-5

Ashtabula, Ohio • 440.997.5988
600 State Road

Hrs: Tues 8-4, Wed 1-4, Thurs 8-4

Now Welcoming New Patients
In Two Convenient Locations:

Got Headaches?
        Got Sciatica?
                Got Back Pain?
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D-Day Ohio, Inc. 
Administration Building and Sanctuary

283 Buffalo Street
The construction of the 

church sanctuary building 
was begun in 1879 and com-
pleted in 1888.  The original 
wood interior is highlight-
ed by the large cross on the 
ceiling. The 1888 building 
included the original 3 beau-
tiful large stained glass win-
dows, each sided by 2 smaller 
stained glass windows. This 
original building was red 
brick with a 100 foot steeple. 
In ensuing years the stee-
ple was shortened. The fi rst 
Sunday School building was 
completed in 1911.  The his-
toric Sunday School build-
ing section was torn down in 

1964 and was replaced by the 
present cinder block struc-
ture (which includes offi ces, 
class rooms, fellowship hall 
and parlor).  During this time 
frame the sanctuary altar 
was remodeled to its present 
1960’s appearance and the 
exterior was sheathed in a 
tan brick which resulted in 6 
stained glass windows being 
covered. 
A $2,5000.00 Pilcher pipe 

organ with a very ornate fa-
cade was installed in 1906 
replacing a reed organ from 
the late 1800’s.  The Pilcher 
organ was replaced in 1953 
with a $15,000.00 Tellers 

Kent pipe organ. The struc-
ture added behind the altar 
to house the Pilcher organ 
was done in 1905.   It has 
been verifi ed that some of 
the old Pilcher pipework 
was retained by Tellers Kent 
during the installation along 
with a few of the gold facade 
pipes on the back wall of the 
chamber.  It is believed that 
the Tellers Kent organ con-
sisted of 20 ranks of pipes 
and the 2 manual consoles 
which still reside in the sanc-
tuary.  In the mid 2000’s the 
organ was restored, upgraded 
and enlarged by Victor Organ 
Company,

The former New Leaf Unit-
ed Methodist Church and 
Sunday school building is 
now owned and cared for 
by the D-Day Ohio, Inc. and 
has become the administra-
tion center as well as storage 
for the many items needed 
for the annual reenactment.  
The group has made both the 
sanctuary and fellowship hall 
available for weddings and 
other gatherings.  A volunteer 
will be playing the sanctuary 
organ during the tour.  Many 
historic pictures and articles 
will be displayed during the 
tour.
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D-Day Ohio, Inc. 
Administration Building and Sanctuary

D-Day Museum

851 Harbor Street
Our museum is housed in the former 

First Maygar Hungarian Church, built in 
1914 by local craftsmen to serve Hun-
garian immigrants who had settled in this 
neighborhood.  In 2012 the remaining 
members of the Congregation donated 
the building to D-Day Ohio with the un-

derstanding the building would be used 
as a museum when the congregation was 
no longer holding services.  The North 
Coast WWII Museum opened in June 
2016.
For the Rotary Club tour we will depict 

a typical 1944 Christmas setting in our 

basement Home Front display area with 
original Christmas tree lights, ornaments, 
and other decorations.  Join us to string 
some popcorn garland and learn more 
about Christmas on the Home Front.
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The Nelson Home
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Happy
Holidays

from the Rick Furmage Team
at Berkshire Hathaway Home
Services Professional Realty.

Proud Member of the Conneaut
Rotary Club Since 2004.

440-862-0906

Conneaut Dairy Queen
1009 Main St., Conneaut (440) 593-2765

OPEN DAILY AT 11:00 A.M.

“Serving the Local Community 
for Over 50 Years!”

ORDER YOUR 
HOLIDAY 

CAKES NOW!

Gift Cards Make 
Great Gifts!

Let 
Conneaut 
Savings
Share 
Your 

Dream!
1-888-453-2311

Come, Grow With Us!

www.conneautsavings.com
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The Nelson Home

 Our home was built in 2000 we took 1 1/2 years to 
build it ourselves,a true dream come true. When the 
main house was done and garage was also we began 
to work on our basement.
What started Jim and I on our collection of the 

1950s Christmas decor was the love of classic cars. 
After Jim restored his 1956 Chevy Bel Air the col-
lection began.
We started collecting and restoring everything 50s 

and turned our basement into a 50s style bar and 
diner.

We can now go back to the 50s just by walking 
downstairs. When Christmas rolled around I decid-
ed we needed to decorate 50s style so again we start-
ed collecting retro Christmas decorations.
Now we can have friends and family take a trip 

back to the 50s!!

639 Furnace
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Tanner Home

Built in 1895 for Amelia 
Chidester and her family.  Amelia 
lived from 1834-1924 and is bur-
ied in City Cemetery. She was the 
Guest of Honor for the dedication 
of the Conneaut viaduct in 1923.   
The Chidesters owned the home 
for 75 yrs., the Jackson’s for 20 
yrs., the Swicks for 4 yrs., and 
now the Tanners (since 1996).
The house was once part of a 

40 acre farm which extended N. 
to the end of Reig Avenue, W. as 
far as the Dairy Queen, and E. to 
include the property which was 
once West Main School.
There are 45 windows in the 

house, 6 door to the outside, 3450 
sq. ft. of living space not includ-
ing the cathedral type ceiling in 
the attic and a full basement. 10ft. 

ceilings in all rooms downstairs, 
original woodwork and window 
framing in most rooms, pock-
et doors, transom windows and 
original fl oor to ceiling cabinets 
in the kitchen and pantry. 18 ar-
eas to clean!!
First Floor: Entrance is com-

plete with blistered varnish hand-
rails and balusters, Dining Room 
and Den light fi xtures are original 
from when house was wired for 
electricity. Living Room with 
pocket doors, Den, Piano Room 
all with original woodwork.  
Kitchen has 124 yr. old fl oor to 
ceiling cabinets. Also a Pantry, 
Bath, and Mud Room on the fi rst 
fl oor.
Second Floor: North Bedroom 

Civil War Room – woodwork is 

original, Civil War motif wallpa-
per and fl ooring were added by 
us. Laundry room at one time was 
a kitchen when a family occupied 
the second fl oor. E. Bedroom 
Pink Décor, totally remodeled but 
with some original woodwork. 
Bedroom W. Master Bedroom, 
original woodwork but totally re-
modeled. Offi ce -South E. corner 
of house with original woodwork. 
Offi ce – Civil War Room with at-
tached small room, small room at 
one time was a nursery all with 
original woodwork. Bath totally 
remodeled.
Shop Area North side of house 

– at one time was a 1 car garage, 
now just use the area for storage 
and tools.

930 Main Street
Chidester Home Circa 1895
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Tanner Home

STAR BEACON
www.starbeacon.com

Classifi ed Advertising 
440.994.3240

Circulation Home Delivery
440.994.3242
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Email: conneautchamber@gwcmail.net
Website: conneautchamber.info

245 Main St., Conneaut • 593-2578

GERDES PHARMACY
We go the extra mile to ensure you receive the friendly
service, low prices & pharmacy expertise you deserve

YOUR ONE STOP PHARMACY

OUR SERVICES TO YOU... Flu Shot Season
Walk-Ins Welcome
No Appointment Necessary

We accept all Insurance Plans

• Fast, friendly prescription fi ll & refi ll service
• We accept all major insurance plans

• Home delivery & a convenient drive through window

www.gerdespharmacy.com
Hours: M-F 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-3pm

Your Prescription Specialist since 1960

440-998-4210
cccohio.com

Engaging the Community in Recovery
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 — Money-savings auto discounts 
     could save you 4-%•••

 — A Leader in insurance and 
     financial services

 — Expert advice from your own
     personal agent

 • Auto
 • Home
 • Life

 • Financial
    Services
 • Business

216 Main St. Ste B, Conneaut

– Money-savings auto discounts
   could save you 40%

– A Leader in insurance and 
   fi nancial services

– Expert advice from your own
   personal agent

 • Auto
 • Home
 • Life

 • Financial
    Services
 • Business

Happy Holidays!
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