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440-964-7878

CELEBRATING
31 YEARS!

 State Licensed      OH Lic#26352    Bonded & Insured

BRANCH’S
CERAMIC SHOP

Tues. - � urs. 10am - 3:30pm
Tues. Evening 7pm - 10pm

Sat. 10am - 1pm

2294 St. Rt. 84, Kingsville

440-224-1031
www.branchceramicsandtrohpies.com

At participating locations. Exludes taxes. Open Daily at 11:00am
Open Year-Round!!

CONNEAUT DAIRY QUEEN BRAZIER
1099 Main St., Conneaut • 440-593-2765

In Business 60 Years

mottas2@neohio.twcbc.com

Your Hometown 
Grocery Store

Orlando Bros.

281 Main St. • Conneaut • (440) 593-5039
Double Coupons up to 99¢   Everyday! 
Mon.-Sat. 8am-8pm • Sunday 8am-5pm

Golden Dawn
Pizza & Stromboli 

 581 Harbor St., Conneaut, OH 44030 
Tel: 1-440-593-2505 • Fax: 1-877-809-6163

VALLEY
FEED MILL

18 West Main,
Orwell, OH

437-6550

“See us for all your automotive needs.”

• TUNE-UPS • BRAKES 
• TIRES & MORE

Corner of Rt. 84 E. & State Rd., Kelloggsville 

(440) 224-1297

TO OUR VETERANS
On November 11 each year, we honor the generations of 
men and women who have served in the United States 
Armed Forces. As we celebrate this Veterans Day, we 

salute these dedicated Americans for their service, their 
sacrifi ces and their contributions to our country.

Thank you, veterans for all you have done and all you 
continue to do to protect our freedom and our nation.

STAR BEACON
www.starbeacon.com

Classifi ed Advertising 
440.994.3240

Circulation Home Delivery
440.994.3242
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the men and 
women who 
defend the liber-
ties and free-

doms of the countries 
they represent hold a 
special place in people’s 
hearts and an eternal 
spot in their countries’ 
histories.

Any opportunity is a 
good time to commem-
orate the bravery and 
selfless deeds of mili-
tary personnel, but cer-
tain prominent holidays 
in November make this 
an especially important 
time to thank veterans 
for their service.

November 11 is Vet-
erans Day in the United 
States and Remem-
brance Day in Canada. 
It’s also known as Armi-
stice Day in other parts 
of the world. These 
holidays honor all mili-
tary veterans who have 
provided service to 
their countries, and that 
each falls on November 
11 is no coincidence, as 
the day commemorates 
the anniversary of the 
end of World War I on 
the 11th hour of the 
11th day of the 11th 
month of 1918.

Many places around 
the world pause and re-
member fallen veterans 
on November 11, but a 
good majority of Vet-
erans Day and Remem-
brance Day commemo-
rative events focus on 
past and current veter-
ans who are still alive. 
There are many ways 
to honor the military 
at home and abroad in 
time for the November 
festivities. The follow-
ing are just a handful of 
ways to show appreci-
ation for military men 
and women.

· When dining out, 
ask your server if you 
can pay the tab for a 
soldier or veteran you 
see in the restaurant.

· Attend a military 
parade with your family 
and explain the signif-

icance of the day to 
children in attendance.

· Draft letters and 
send care packages to 
soldiers currently in 
service far away from 
home.

· Ask your company 
if Veterans Day or Re-
membrance Day can be 
an observed holiday at 
your place of business 
each year to pay hom-
age to servicemen and 
women.

· Visit a military 
memorial in a city near 
you. Your town also 
may have its own me-
morial.

· Petition town offi-
cials to erect a memo-
rial if your town does 

not already have one. 
Such memorials can be 
a source of inspiration 
for your community.

· Support a military 
family in your town 
who may be missing 

a loved one stationed 
elsewhere. Make meals, 
mow the lawn, help 
with grocery shopping, 
or simply provide emo-
tional support.

· Volunteer time at a 

veterans’ hospital. You 
may be able to read 
with veterans or engage 
in other activities.

· Get involved with 
a military support 
charity that can provide 
much-needed funds to 
struggling families or 
disabled veterans.

· Have children 
speak with veterans in 
your family, including 
grandparents, uncles 
and aunts or even their 
own parents. It can help 
them gain perspective 
on the important roles 
the military plays.

· Ask a veteran to 
give a commencement 
speech at a school or to 
be the guest of honor at 

a special function.
· Drive disabled veter-

ans to doctors’ appoint-
ments or to run any 
errands.

· Support a local VFW 
organization.

· Create a scrapbook 
for a veteran in your 
life.

· Cheer for or thank 
military personnel each 
time you see them.

· Visit the veterans’ 
portion of a nearby 
cemetery and place 
poppies or other flow-
ers on the graves.

· Always keep the 
military on your mind 
and never forget those 
who have served and 
didn’t return home.

Remembering our veterans

Kevin & Rebecca 
Melaragno, Owners

4807 Park Avenue
Ashtabula

440-998-0188

MELARAGNOHVAC.COM

0% Financing
Available

  With Gratitude,
Happy Veterans Day!

On Veterans Day, we’d like to share our 
admiration and appreciation for the brave 
men and women in uniform whose service 
and sacrifi ce have protected our freedom 
and our way of life through the generations. 
To all of our dedicated soldiers both past 
and present, our deepest gratitude and best 
wishes remain with you and your families on 
Veterans Day and always!

M mori l ay

 

 

Buying or Selling a Home? 
Call Jennifer Bartone

(440) 645-6967
Results

thank you
HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED

   With the warmest of gratitude for those 
that serve and have served our country. 
As a proud daughter of a Vietnam Vet, 
I am thankful every single day for my Dad, 
my country and freedoms.
  It takes a special, selfl ess person to stand 
for an idea or a person one has never met 
and defend a country or person that may 
never appreciate what is being done on 
their behalf.  I celebrate you.  My hope 
and prayers for you all is that you know 
you are appreciated, loved and what you 
do and/or have done does mean 
something, especially to me. 
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the numbers 
are sobering, 
but we can do 
something about 

them.
The Department of 

Veterans Affairs’ 2019 
National Veteran Sui-
cide Prevention Annual 
Report says nearly 
6,200 veterans took 
their own lives in 2017 
— and more than 6,000 
took their lives every 
year from 2008 to 2017.

“In 2017, the suicide 
rate for veterans was 
1.5 times the rate for 
non-veteran adults, 
after adjusting for pop-
ulation differences in 
age and sex,” says the 
report.

And as with civilians, 
suicide rates are in-
creasing among veter-
ans.

“Among U.S. adults, 
the average number of 
suicides per day rose 
from 86.6 in 2005 to 
124.4 in 2017,” says the 
report.

“These numbers 
included 15.9 Veteran 
suicides per day in 2005 
and 16.8 in 2017.”

The awfulness of 
warfare is unimaginable 
to those who’ve never 
experienced it. That’s 
why war should be an 
absolute last resort — 
and why thousands of 

men and women who 
served are burdened by 
what they experienced.

Iraq War veteran 
Danny O’Neel, a speaker 
on suicide prevention, 
PTSD and mental health 
for the Independence 
Fund, explains his expe-
rience in a USA Today 
column.

“War inflicts perma-
nent psychic scars on 
survivors,” he writes.

“Scrubbing a friend’s 
flesh out of a Bradley 
reconnaissance vehicle, 
packing up the cold 
clothes of a new dad to 
ship home to his family, 
pulling tortured corpses 
out of a water treatment 
facility — the trauma 
from these experiences 
is deep and lasting.”

Veterans who have 
seen such horrors may 
suffer from “moral 
injury,” which psychi-
atrist Jonathan Shay 
identified in veterans in 
his 1994 book “Achilles 
in Vietnam.”

Rita Nakashima Brock 

of the Shay Moral Injury 
Center and Ann Kans-
field, a New York City 
Fire Department chap-
lain, explain the concept 
in USA Today.

“Moral injury is the 
result of violating core 
moral foundations by 
causing or witnessing 
serious harm or failing 
to save others,” they 
write.

“It can also occur 
by being exposed to a 
great evil, like a terror-
ist attack, that shakes 
our foundation. Losing 
moral grounding chal-
lenges people’s identity 
and meaning systems 
when they condemn 
themselves for doing 
the wrong or inade-
quate thing, even if 
there was nothing they 
could have done.”

Moral injuries burden 
veterans with immense 
guilt. Without proper 
help for the depression 
that guilt may bring, 
they may see suicide 
as their only option — 
when it surely is not.

And too many veter-
ans think that seeking 
such help is a sign of 
weakness — which it 
surely is not.

If you’re a veteran 
having such thoughts, 
contact the Veterans 
Crisis Line: Call 1-800-

273-8255, then press 1 
for a VA staff member. 
Veterans, active-du-
ty military and their 
families can also text 
838255 or visit Veteran-
sCrisisLine.net.

Like or dislike Presi-
dent Trump, in March 
he issued an executive 
order, the President’s 
Roadmap to Empower 
Veterans and End the 
National Tragedy of 
Suicide (PREVENTS).

It requires govern-
ment agencies to 
collect better research; 
establish better, more 
aggressive prevention 
methods; and collab-
orate with local-level 
organizations to get 
veterans the services 
they need.

Each of us can help, 
too. We can volunteer 
time or give money to a 
local organization that 
works tirelessly to pre-
vent veteran suicides.

Today is Veterans 
Day. That’s a great time 
to honor our veterans 
— by doing our small 
part to tackle the grow-
ing issue of veteran 
suicides.

TOM PURCELL is a Pitts-
burgh Tribune-Review humor 
columnist. Comments can 
be sent to Tom@TomPurcell.
com.

This Nov. 11, help
stem tide of  veteran suicides
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tOM 
PURcELL || 

Service members 
make numerous sacri-
fices in defense of their 
countries.

While the debts to 
service members may 
never be the kind that 
can be repaid in full, 
paying tribute to veter-
ans, on Veteran’s Day 
and throughout the 
year, can be a great way 
to show them just how 
much their efforts are 
appreciated.

Veteran’s Day  
begins with Armistice 
Day

Veteran’s Day is a 
byproduct of the end 
of World War I, when 
Germany and the Allied 
Nations signed the 
Treaty of Versailles, 
formally ceasing fight-
ing and establishing 
terms of peace.

On November 11, 
1919, the first anni-
versary of the signing 
of the treaty, the first 
Armistice Day events 
were held.

Armistice Day was 
initially a legal holiday 
to honor the end of 
World War I only, states 
History.com.

The United States 
Congress passed a 
resolution in 1926 for 
an annual observance, 
and Nov. 11 became a 
national holiday start-
ing in 1938.

However, in 1954, 
after the country had 
been embroiled in both 
World War II and the 
Korean War, Congress 
amended the Act of 
1938 by renaming the 
commemoration “Vet-
eran’s Day” to honor 
veterans of all wars.

VETERAN’S DAY
IN OCTOBER?

According to   
Military.com, for a 
short time, thanks  
to the Uniform   
Holiday Bill, which 
in 1968 established 
three-day weekends 
for federal employees 
by celebrating national 
holidays on Mondays, 
Veteran’s Day was 
moved to the fourth 
Monday of October — 
the first being October 
25, 1971.

However, many 
people did not agree 
with this decision, 

continuing to honor the 
holiday on the original 
date.

In 1975, President 
Gerald Ford signed a 
new law that returned 
Veteran’s Day to No-
vember 11 beginning in 
1978.

Since then, parades, 
memorial events, 
volunteer efforts, and 
other celebrations re-
volving around veter-
ans have been held on 
November 11.

VETERANS AROUND
THE WORLD

Many countries, 
including the United 
States, celebrate veter-
ans on or near Novem-
ber 11.

America’s closest 
neighbor to the north, 
Canada, commem-
orates veterans on 
Remembrance Day  
(also Nov. 11), as  
does the United King-
dom.

Britain also has 
Remembrance Sunday, 
which is the second 
Sunday of November.

Remembrance  
Day also is called  
Poppy Day, when 
people of the Common-
wealth member states 
wear a red poppy  
flower in honor of 
military members who 
have died in the line of 
duty.

PAYING TRIBUTE
There are various 

ways to honor veterans 
on Veteran’s Day and 
Remembrance Day. 
Federal government 
closings, education-
al efforts in schools, 
parades, and visits to 
military hospitals or 
cemeteries may take 
place.

In Europe, it is  
common to observe 
two minutes of silence 
at 11 a.m. every Nov. 
11.

Veteran’s Day and  
its sister holidays  
mark the honoring  
of veterans of all wars, 
with a particular  
focus on living veter-
ans.

It is a day to celebrate 
the dedication and 
selflessness of hard-
working military men 
and women. 

Explore the history 
of  Veteran’s Day

Veterans Day, once known as 
Armistice Day, was first celebrated on 
November 11, 1919, the anniversary 
of the end of World War I.

In 1928, the United States Con-
gress passed a resolution for Armi-
stice Day to be an annual observa-
tion, and by 1938, the day became a 
national holiday.

Differing from Memorial Day in 
May, Armistice Day, which would 
be renamed Veterans Day in 1954 
under President Dwight Eisenhower, 
pays tribute to veterans who survived 
various wars. Memorial Day com-
memorates those veterans who lost 
their lives.

 
Americans celebrate Veterans Day, 

while residents of Great Britain, Can-
ada and Australia celebrate Remem-
brance Day. 

According to the American Commu-
nity Survey, there were 19.3 million 
military veterans in the United States 
in 2014. Of those, 1.6 million were 
female.

California, Texas and Florida 
comprise the states with the largest 
number of veterans, equalling one 
million or more.

Veterans consist of people who 
served in the military. This includes 
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air 
Force, and Coast Guard. Veterans 
serve in times of war and peace.

The word “veteran” comes from 
the Old English language and means 
“old, experienced soldier.” The first 
use of the word was documented in 
1789.

Although many veterans are work-
ing, and the average annual income 
of male veterans is $37,000, some 

veterans continue to be unemployed.
According to data from the U.S. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics, the overall 
unemployment rate for veterans rose 
to 7.6 percent in January 2013.

The unemployment rate of post-
9/11 veterans or those who partic-
ipated in the Gulf War reached 6.2 
percent.

Upon retiring or being discharged, 
veterans may need help acclimat-
ing to life outside the military. The 
Department of Veterans Affairs says 
about 30 percent of Vietnam War 
veterans have been diagnosed with 
post-traumatic stress disorder, or 
PTSD.

Between 1971 and 1977, Veterans 
Day was celebrated on the fourth 
Monday in October. It was changed 
back to its original date, November 
11, in 1975 when President Gerald 
Ford signed bill S.331 into law. The 
change went into effect beginning in 
1978.

An American soldier was buried 
at the national cemetery in Arlington 
on November 11, 1921. His identity 
was unknown, and the gravesite is 
known as the “Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier.” A guard from the Society of 
the Honor Guard stands watch over 
the grave each year on Veterans 
Day, and the president or another 
high-ranking member of the govern-
ment places a wreath on the grave.

Veterans Day occurs each year 
on November 11, marking the end 
of World War I. The day has evolved 
into a celebration and remembrance 
of the heroism of America’s brave 
soldiers.

DID YOU KNOW?

Every day men and 
women in the mili-
tary put themselves in 
harm’s way to protect 
the lives and freedoms 
of their fellow country-
men.

These brave men and 
women pay a steep price 
for their service, spend-
ing time away from their 
loved ones and putting 
themselves at risk of 
long-term physical and 
mental injuries.

Many men and wom-
en, even those who 
never served in the 
military, are aware of 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder, or PTSD, a 
mental health problem 
that some people devel-
op after experiencing or 
witnessing a life-threat-
ening event.

Combat veterans are 
vulnerable to PTSD, 
and the percentage of 
veterans who deal with 
it each day is alarming.

According to the U.S. 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs, as many as 20 
percent of veterans who 
served during Opera-
tions Iraqi Freedom or 
Enduring Freedom have 
PTSD.

In addition, the USD-
VA notes that estimates 
now suggest as many as 
30 percent of Vietnam 
veterans have had PTSD 
in their lifetime.

Though it’s not exclu-
sive to men and women 

who have served in the 
military, PTSD has long 
been linked to combat 
veterans.

In fact, the American 
Psychiatric Association 
notes that PTSD has 
been referred to as 
“shell shock” and “com-
bat fatigue” in the past.

While the APA notes 
that a diagnosis of PTSD 
requires exposure to 
an upsetting traumatic 
event, that exposure can 
be indirect rather than 
firsthand.

Because some people 
may assume that only 
firsthand exposure 
to trauma can lead to 
PTSD, many may be 
suffering in silence.

That makes it all the 
more important that 
people learn to recog-
nize the symptoms of 
PTSD.

Symptoms of PTSD 
fall into four categories.

1. Intrusive thoughts: 
Flashbacks, distressing 
dreams and repeated, 
involuntary memories 
are examples of intru-
sive thoughts symptom-
atic of PTSD.

The APA notes that 
some people with PTSD 
experience flashbacks 
so vivid that they feel 
they are reliving the 
traumatic experience.

2. Avoiding remind-
ers: Some people with 
PTSD may avoid people, 

places, activities, ob-
jects, or situations they 
feel will trigger distress-
ing memories. Soldiers, 
for example, may avoid 
interacting with fellow 
combat veterans. Avoid-
ing discussions about 
a traumatic event and 
how they feel about it 
is another symptom of 
PTSD.

3. Negative thoughts 
and feelings: The APA 
says that negative 
thoughts and feelings 
may include ongoing 
and distorted beliefs 
about oneself or others; 
ongoing fear, horror, 
anger, guilt, or shame; 
considerably dimin-
ished interest in activi-
ties previously enjoyed; 
and a sense of estrange-
ment and detachment 
from others.

4. Arousal and reac-
tive symptoms: These 
symptoms may include 
irritability and angry 
outbursts; reckless or 
self-destructive behav-
ior; being easily startled; 
or have difficulty con-
centrating or sleeping.

PTSD poses a signifi-
cant threat to the men 
and women who serve 
in the military. Addi-
tional resources about 
PTSD is available at 
www.ptsd.va.gov and 
www.psychiatry.org. 

Combat veterans and the 
threat posed by PTSD
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John A.
Spring

United States Marines
Paris Island, 

South Carolina
1985 - 1987

P.F.C. John M. 
Mate

U.S. Army Korean
Occupation 1946

U.S. Air Force Reserves 1948
1950 U.S. Air Force 
U.S. Honor Guard 

"The Elite in Discipline, 
Precision, Respect 

& Tradition."
Sharpshooter

John A.
Pildner, Jr.
MM 2nd Class
U.S.S. Ranger

4MMR

James 
Tanner

US Navy (27 years)
Master Chief

Stationed at
Norfolk, Virginia

James T. Wisuri
U.S. Navy 

1960 - 1964 
U.S.S. 

Kitty Hawk 
U.S.S. Coral Sea

James W. Brown
U.S. Navy

1955 - 1965
CTI

Germany -
Morocco

Japan & NSA

Garrett S. 
Spring

Air Force Academy
Colorado Springs, 

Colorado
1981 - 1983

Fred E. Noss
U.S. Coast Guard 

Cook, Search & Rescue 
Fairport 

Lifeguard Station, 
Fairport Harbor 

1954 - 1958

EVON (Evans) Brothers

JOHN EVON
ROBBINS FIELD, GA.

U.S. Army
World War II

MICHAEL EVON
Asiatic Pre-Pearl Harbor

World War II, 
Pacific Theatre

(Ohio's Fighting) 
37th Division

Bronze Star
Purple Heart

C.I.B.
Good Conduct

Pres. Unit Citation

In Loving Memory of
My Golf Pro Uncles,
Clara Jean Bennett

Elmer M.
Rose

Private-United States Army
World War II

Company B 741st Railway
Operating Battalion

Battles and Campaigns
Rhineland
Ardennes

Central Europe
Dec. 1942 - Dec. 1945

Edward G.
Rigo

U.S. Navy
WWII 

Edgar (Sonny)
Brown
U.S. Army

1953 - 1976
Staff SGT.

Germany (2 times)
Korea (2 times)

Vietnam

Duane
McMillion

U.S. Air Force and 
National Guard
Texas, Germany, 

North Dakota

Duane R.
Anderson

U.S. Navy E-4
Aboard U.S.S. 

Amphion
1959 - 1963

Debra (McMillion)
Ayres

U.S. Air Force
Staff  Sgt. Supply

1981 - 1985
Texas, Colorado, 
Greece, Michigan

Dale Albert
Corlew

Marine Corp 
1957

CPT Eric V.  
Cornelius
U.S. Army

Served 2008-2019

Colbert C. 
Caudill
U.S. Army

82 Airborne
African European 

Theater
World War II
1942 - 1947

Charles
Angelo
Candela

Lt. United States Army
Vietnam War

Served 5/70 to 4/74

Charles Angelo
Candela

PFC 143INT 36 DIV
United States Army

World War II
10/26/43 to 10/8/44

KIA
Buried in France

EPINAL AMERICAN
Cemetery and Memorial

Brian J. McLeod
U.S. Air Force

Technical  Sergeant 
(Security Forces, 
Phoenix Raven)

Ramstein Air Base,
Germany

Years of service:
2006 to present

Brandon Alan 
DeForest
Navy Recruiter
for Altoona, PA.

Petty Officer
Second Class

1LT Michael L.
Runyan
U.S. Army

Schofield Barracks, HI
Bravo Company

52nd Infantry (AT)
May 2008 - KIA

July 21, 2010 Iraq

John Waid
Seaman
1st Class

World War II

Robert
McCormack

Army
Vietnam

1001st  Airborn
Screaming Eagles

April 1968 - Nov. 1969

Private 
Kenneth R. Loomis

1943-1946
Troop D 

33rd Calvary 
20 Armored Division

European Theater

Airman Laura
(Corlew) Soly

Staff Sgt.
Inventory

Mgt. Specialist
1970 - 1975

Thank YThank You Forou For
YYour Serour Servicevice

John
Pildner, Sr.

WWII,
Battle of
the Bulge

75th Infantry
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On the 11th hour 
of the eleventh 
day of the 11th 
month time 

stands still for veterans 
denoting the time of 
the World War I Armi-
stice being signed and 
citizens from coast to 
coast remember those 
who have served their 
country.

Several area Vet-
erans Day programs 
will be held at 11 a.m. 
today but veterans are 
scheduled to be hon-
ored today at dinners, 

school programs and 
city events throughout 
northeastern Ohio.

Carl DiDonato, coor-
dinator of the American 
Legion Dewey Howell 
Post 103, said the 
tradition of the 11 a.m. 
veterans program at the 
Ashtabula War Memo-
rial will continue this 
year.

DiDonato said the 
honor guard will pres-
ent the colors at the 
event.

He said there are 
some younger people 
starting to joining the 
guard but many partici-
pants are getting older.

“Most of us are get-
ting a little long in the 
tooth,” he said.

DiDonato said they 
are also very loyal and 
come out for public 
events and veteran 
funerals.

DiDonato said there 
have been several 
younger married cou-
ples that are now par-
ticipating in the guard.

“We don’t discrimi-
nate,” he said.

Military service 
started for DiDonato 
in 1967 when he was 
drafted into the mil-
itary and ended six 
years later after serving 

active duty and inactive 
duty roles.

“We owe our veterans 
a lot,” he said.

Conneaut veterans are 
scheduled to begin a 
parade from the Con-
neaut American Legion 
on Broad Street several 
blocks to the city’s 
war memorial on Main 
Street around 10:45, 
said program emcee 
Rick Gleason.

Wreaths are sched-
uled to be placed at the 
site and Denny Distel-
rath will be the main 
speaker, Gleason said.

Distelrath served two 
tours of duty in Afghan-
istan with the U.S. Army 
Third Ranger Battalion, 
he said.

Earlier in the morn-
ing Grand Valley High 
School is planning an all 

school assembly to hon-
or veterans, said Terry 
Hejduk, the school’s 
athletic director.

He said a large crowd 
of veterans, and their 
families, are expected 
to attend.

Later in the afternoon 
American Legion Neal 
Post 743 is scheduled 
to lead a Veterans Day 
program at Greenlawn 
Memory Gardens in 
North Kingsville at 4 
p.m., said Will Runyan, 
adjutant for the Post 
and main speaker for 
the event.

“It is a 20 minute to a 
half hour ceremony. It 
is a simple tribute for 
all veterans. We close it 
with a rifle salute and 
Taps,” he said.

Veterans are also 
invited to a free din-

ner from 3 p.m. to 7 
p.m. at the Ashtabula 
Elks Lodge on Lake 
Road near Kent State 
Ashtabula.

In Andover Township 
the community is invit-
ed to a 7 p.m. concert at 
the Pymatuning Valley 
Veterans Memorial  
Performing Arts Center 
at Pymatuning Valley 
High School, said Melis-
sa Harvey, an elementa-
ry school music teacher 
that is coordinating the 
program.

“It is to honor our 
veterans in our commu-
nity,” Harvey said.

She said the fourth 
grade students, the  
seventh and eighth 
grade band and the 
high school show choir 
are scheduled to per-
form.

“Every year we do 
the military medley 
and they [each veteran] 
stands during their 
song,” she said.

BY WARREn DiLLAWAY
warren@starbeacon.com

Area veterans to be honored

AREA
VEtERAn

ActiVitiES

9:30 a.m. 
Veterans to be 

honored during a 
school assembly at 
Grand Valley

10:45 a.m.
Conneaut parade 

from American 
Legion on Broad 
Street to the city’s 
war memorial  
followed by  
program at the 
memorial.

11:00 a.m.
 Ashtabula  

program at 
Ashtabula War 
Memorial on
Main Avenue.

3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Free dinner 

for veterans at 
Ashtabula Elks 
Lodge with family 
members paying
$6 a person.

4 p.m.   
Veterans

ceremony at
Greenlawn
Memory Gardens

7 p.m.    
Pymatuning    

Valley concert
to honor veterans 
at the high school’s 
Pymatuning Valley 
Veterans Memorial 
Performing Arts 
Center

Do you have a news 
tip or an event you 

would like us to 
check out?

contact us at 
community@starbeacon.com

Honoring our nation’s bravest for their service and sacrifi ce.

$6
Buck
Lunch

Dessert

2 FOR $4 SUPER SNACK
MIX & MATCH ANY TWO

At Participating Locations. Excludes Tax.

Open Daily at 11am
Open Year Round!

CONNEAUT DAIRY QUEEN BRAZIER
1005 MAIN ST. CONNEAUT • 440-593-2765

5521 Main Ave., Ashtabula
440-992-9619

www.chalkboxgymnastics.com

• Gymnastics
 (age 16 months and older - boys & girls)

• Boot Camp
• Competitive Teams
• Tumbling Classes
• Group Fitness Classes
• Zumba® and Strong by Zumba

VETERAN 
OWNED &
OPERATED

Haines Memorials Ltd

Lauri Haines Allen

1640 State Route 46 N
Jeff erson, OH 44047

440-576-2637
440-576-2638-fax
hainesmem@gwcmail.net
www.hainesmemorials.com

Haines Memorials Ltd

 Gone,
But Never Forgotten

Thank you 
Veterans for your

Service!
3315 N. Ridge Rd. East, Ashtabula, OH       

www.myashtabulamall.com

November 11
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today is Veterans  
Day, and it’s so 
heartwarming 
to see Ohioans 

celebrate it with events 
all across the state to 
honor our heroes and 
pay homage to their 
service.

 On Thursday, I  
joined Ohio Gov. Mike 
DeWine in inducting 
our 2019 class into The 
Ohio Veterans Hall of 
Fame, which is one of 
the true highlights of 
the year for us and the 
veteran community.

The days following 
and still ahead feature 
more ceremonies, pa-
rades, special programs, 
discounts for veterans, 
and more. It’s wonder-
ful.

 However, I hope that 
Ohioans understand 
Veterans Day is about 
much more than prop-
ping up those who were 
on the battlefield.

 First of all, not all 
military members, 
thankfully, see combat, 
but they still raised 
their hand to serve their 
country and did their 
jobs honorably.

Those who do come 
back enhance our com-
munities in many ways. 
Ohio is home to about 
733,000 veterans, which 
ranks our state sixth in 
the nation.

 We are blessed to 
live in a state where 
each of our 88 counties 
has a County Veterans 
Service Office, the best 
place vets can go to be 
connected to their well-
earned benefits.

The officers there 
stand ready every day 
to help our heroes.

 At the Ohio Depart-
ment of Veterans Ser-
vices [ODVS], we work 
closely with our county 
offices to ensure vet-
erans are maximizing 
their benefits and care.

We also oversee the 
State Approving Agen-
cy, which provides 
military members a 
more affordable way to 
pursue higher education 
and helps them manage 
their GI Bill.

 ODVS also has a Vet-
erans Workforce Team 
that helps businesses 
identity, hire, retain, 
and incentivize veter-
ans.

We recognize the 
more than 5,000 com-
panies across our state 
that have been designat-
ed military-friendly be-
cause of their commit-
ment to hire military.

And that number 
keeps growing.

 So when you picture 
a veteran in your mind, 
I hope you don’t see 
merely a battle-hard-
ened person in fatigues 
or, worse, a former 
patriot in distress or 
dealing with health 
issues.

Veterans are entre-
preneurs, farmers, 
teachers, welders, police 
officers, public servants, 
business owners, and 
more.

Veterans use their 

unique experiences and 
skills to further Ohio’s 
industry and economic 
growth.

 You most likely have 
a neighbor who is a 
veteran.

Your mayor or city 
councilman may be one, 
too.

 We live in fantastical-
ly patriotic state, one 
where former service 
members can live, work, 
and thrive. In fact, 
about 10,000 men and 
women separate from 
service and return to 
Ohio every year.

 Yes, some of our 
veterans are in need of 
care, which is why we 
have two highly rated 
Ohio Veterans Homes — 
one in Sandusky that is 
the largest nursing care 
facility in the state, and 
the other in Georgetown 
in rural southern Ohio.

Each one offers a 
quality of life which 
emphasizes respect, 
encourages indepen-
dence, provides comfort 
and security, and meets 
our veterans’ social and 
medical needs.

 Ohio also is home to 
five VA hospitals, 34 
Community-Based Out-
patient Clinics and eight 

Vet Centers.
And if you go to  

our website, OhioVets.
gov, you’ll find all kinds 
of links to information 
and resources about 
mental health outlets as 
well.

 In fact, OhioVets.
gov is a comprehensive 
online resource outlin-
ing all of the ways we 
are reaching out and 
connecting to veterans 
and military families.

You’ll find avenues to 
jobs, wellness, educa-
tional opportunities, 
benefits, the Ohio Vet-
erans Bonus, legal help, 
and more.

 My mission is to 
serve veterans and mil-
itary families, and that 
begins by listening to 
their stories, their  
triumphs, and challeng-
es. Gov. DeWine and I 
want Ohio to be the  
absolute best state in 
the union for veter-
ans when it comes to 
opportunities for work, 
education, recreation, 
and success.

 So on Veterans Day 
and every day, honor a 
veteran.

Hire a veteran.
Hug a veteran.
Happy Veterans Day!

A VEtERAnS DAY MESSAGE          
      FROM DEBORAH ASHENHURST 
           OHIO DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS SERVICES DIRECTOR  || 

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Ashtabula County Young Marines salute
Members of the Ashtabula County Young Marines salute during last year’s Veter-
ans Day ceremony sponsored by the Ashtabula American Legion Post 103 at the 
Ashtabula War Memorial.

3052 E. Center St. N. Kingsville
(440) 224-1992

Simak
TRUCKING & EXCAVATING, INC.

“Serving & Supporting the 
Community Since 1956.”
Commercial • Residential

Insured & Licensed
www.simaktruckinginc.com

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

HAPPY 
VETERANS DAY

We are eternally grateful to all of those 
men and women who have fought and 
served for our country. Wishing you 
and your family a happy, safe and 

peaceful Veterans Day.

Thank You!

Welcome
toQuality

Windows, Doors, 
Sliding Doors & Showers

24-Hour
Emergency Board-Up We accept MasterCard, Visa & Discover

www,metcalfglass.com

Mobile Glass Service

(440) 998-1990
Residential • Commercial

Industrial

Storefront Glass
Entrance System
Insulated Glass
Tabletops
Shower Doors
Mirrors
Plexiglass
Storm Doors
Lexan

Solariums
Glass Block
Vinyl Replacement
Windows
Patio Doors
Storm Doors
Repair Fogged Glass
Screens Repaired
Patio Enclosures
Sunrooms

Tuesday Senior Citizen Day 10% Off

Italian American Cuisine Over 60 years in business

 Let Us Cater Your Holiday Party
7am to 9pm Mon. - Sat. 7am to 8pm Sunday
729 Lake Ave., Ashtabula, Ohio 44004

A B.Y.O.B.
Restaurant

Professional Realty
3120 Market Place Drive, Suite 3C

Ashtabula, OH 44004
440-344-0304 • 440-998-4663

dbest@bhhspro.com
www.ohiohomesandrealestate.com

DEBBY BEST
Realtor

A member of  the franchise system of  BHH Affi liates, LLC

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWY

HomeServices

Honoring 
and 

Celebrating
OUR 

NATION’S
VETERANS

Deb’s Todays Hairstyles
Turn heads this holiday 
season with a new look.
Debby Best, Betty Falk
Owner, Stylist • debbybest55@yahoo.com
3336 E. Center Street 
North Kingsville, OH 44068 440-224-1729

Happy Veteran’s Day!Happy Veteran’s Day!

Conneaut
5042 Center Rd. (Rt.7)
Conneaut, OH 44030

440-594-3216

We Want To Thank All Who Are 
Serving and Have Served!
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Childhood Buddies
Richard Pruden                Robert Cosgrove
Sgt.                                   Navy 1945 (6 weeks)
U.S. Army 1945 - 47                    Rank ASV 6
Berlin Honorable Discharge

William 
"Bill" 

McCluskey
Italy-Africa 
1941 - 1946

Wilbur
Wright 

PFC
World War II

U.S. Army Staff Sergeant
Sue A. Miller

French Horn Player In 
U.S. Army Bands

Locations:  Ft. Campbell, 
KY, Frankfurt, Germany

Ft. Sheridan, Chicago, IL
Served on active duty 

Steven 
Candela

CPL United States Army 
World War II

1560th Service 
Command Unit 

Company A
SEPARATION CENTER

5/4/42 to 9/26/45
ITALY - AFRICA

Sgt. Robert
Tyler

1st Cavalry Division 
WWII

33 Months of Service

Sgt. Raymond A.
Corlew 

U.S. Army
European Arena

Entered Jan. 10, 1943
Killed in Action 
in Luxembourg 
Feb. 11, 1945

Received the Silver Star

Sergeant Keith R. 
Bennett, Sr.

US Air Force 1948 - 1952
Korean War 1950- 1952
Aimed High and proudly 
served in the 5th US Air 
Force; 502nd Tactical

Control Group From Pusan
to the Frozen Chosin. 

Sharpshooter expert, Korean 
Service with silver star, six 

bronze stars, Good Conduct 
and many more medals.

Sargent
David A.
Tobias

United States
Marine Corp

Combat Vietnam
Veteran
67-68

Rudd E.
Corlew

US Navy Airforce
Seaman 2nd Class

1942-1944

Ronald H. 
Corlew 
U.S. Navy 
Elect. 2C 

Served in Pacific 
Theater in WW II 

Oct. 2, 1943 to
May 27, 1946

Ronald Allen
Corlew

U.S. Air Force 
Sr. Master Sgt. E-8

Supply Services
8 yrs. Service

13 yrs. Reserves

Ronald "Pat" 
McCluskey
Korea 1953

"Paid the Ultimate"

Roger B.
DelPrince
Korean War

Richard
Madison

US Navy RD2 1967-1971
Aboard USS England and

USS Kretchmer

Richard C. Davis
Army National Guard

Oct. 1955 - 
Retired June 7, 1997
Last duty  position 
1st Sergeant E8 & 

Active Sergeant Major E9

Cpl. Richard A.
Hamrick

U.S. Marine Corp.
Mogadishu, Somalia

1990-2004

Raymond R. 
Corlew

Air Force Staff
Sgt. E-4

Weather Observer
1971 - 1974

National Guard
1974 - 1976

Ray Caudill 
U.S. Army

Sgt.
1961 - 1964

Germany

PFC 
Gerald M.

Corlew,
U.S. Army 

Ft. Meade, Maryland
1955 to 1957

PFC Archie L. 
Emery
U.S. Army

Entered Sept. 1944 
Killed in Action 

April 9, 1945 
7th Army 100th Div., 

397th Regiment
Marseilles, France

Nickolas
Varee

U.S. Army

Nick 
DiCamillo

Sargeant
Vietnam War

LCpl
Kevin M. 
Cornelius

USMC
KIA

8-7-10
Afghanistan

Sgt. Kurt D.
Schamberg

KIA
Baghdad, Iraq
May 20, 2005

Kilian V.
Baker

United States Army
Rank E-4

Stationed Georgia 
& Germany

Desert Storm 1991, 
3-1/2 months

Years Served 1989-1993

Kevin Vincent 
Melaragno 
United States 

Airforce - 
Sargent 

Desert Storm

Joseph
Gillette
Army Airforce

WWII
Germany - Guarding

German Prisoners
1944-1946

Thank YThank You Forou For
YYour Serour Servicevice
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Happy Birthday
Members of the American Legion Ashtabula Post 103 celebrate the American Legion Auxiliary national organization’s 100 birthday on Sunday.

Military service in the 
United States was once 
more common than it is 
today.

According to the 
Council on Foreign 
Relations, the draft for 
military service was 
ended in 1973, a point 
in time when 2.2 million 
men and women made 
up the country’s active 
military personnel. 

By 2018, the number 
had dipped below 1.3 
million. Military service 
in Canada is also some-
what uncommon, as the 
Department of National 
Defence reports that 
active military person-
nel totaled just 68,000 
as of 2018.

Service members and 
their families make 
many sacrifices to 
protect the lives and 
freedoms of their fellow 

citizens.
The following are 

unique ways to give 
back to these selfless 
men and women.

SERVE AS A DRIVER
Adults who want to 

help service members 
can serve as drivers for 
veterans who can’t drive 
themselves. Such a ges-
ture ensures they won’t 
miss any appointments 
with doctors or physical 
therapists.

DONATE AIRLINE MILES
Some disabled vet-

erans receive medical 
treatments far away 
from home at facili-
ties that specialize in 
treating certain types 
of injuries, which can 
make it difficult for 
their families to be 
there for them during 

their recoveries.
By donating airline 

miles to military fami-
lies, ordinary adults can 
ensure injured service-
men and women can 
still see their families 
during difficult times in 
their lives. 

SPONSOR A SERVICE DOG
A significant percent-

age of veterans return 
home with post-trau-
matic stress disorder, or 
PTSD. Programs such as 
Companions for Heroes, 
an organization that 
places service dogs with 
veterans, has helped 
many veterans success-
fully cope with PTSD.

Sponsoring a service 
dog providse an in-
valuable service to men 
and women fighting to 
regain their quality of 
life.

Unique ways to give back 
to service members

, ,
(440) 599-8248

burdickinc@gwcmail.net

228 Harbor St., Conneaut, OH 44030
(440) 599-8248

A 3-Generation Family Owned Business proudly serving 
Northeast Ohio and Northwest Pennsylvania for over 50 Years!

Ask Us About How You Can Benefi t By Signing 
Up For Our Preferred Customer Service 

Agreement and Entrust Us To Take Care Of You 
And Your Home’s Heating and Cooling Needs

BENEFITS OF HAVING A PREFERRED
CUSTOMER SERVICE AGREEMENT:

• No Service Call Charges
• 10% Discount On Parts
• Normal Rates Day/Night

• 24 Hour Emergency Service

We Salute
Our Veterans
To all of our veterans and active-duty 
military, we thank you for your service.

  A 
SALUTE TO

  OUR HEROES:
OUR VETERANS

We Thank You For Your Service!
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THANK YOU
To all the men and women of the United States 
military who have served and con  nue to serve 

our country. We salute you.

From the Board of Commissioners and offi  ce 
staff  of the Ashtabula County Veterans 

Service Commission
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:

Richard Arndt……………….……….……American Legion
Daniel Whitmire…………..........…………….…...AMVETS
Roger Lynch……….........Disabled American Veterans
Stephen Oeff ner….…….…..Veterans of Foreign Wars
Nicholas Church…..….Vietnam Veterans of America

OFFICE STAFF:
Benjamin Schwar� igure………….....……..Director/CVSO
Thomas Lucas Jr………………….……....…….Service Offi  cer
Mark Woissol……………...……….……….…..Service Offi  cer
Carol Hoyt...Administra� ve Assistant/Offi  ce Manager
Taunya Smock………………………………. Dispatcher/Clerk

VETERANS: If you served in the military,
You, Your Spouse or Children may be eligible 

for VA bene ts.
Call the Veterans Service Commission for 

details. 
1212 LAKE AVENUE, ASHTABULA  
440-964-8324 :: 1-800-981-7336

“Veterans helping veterans”
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