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THE HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS AND SUITES
in Madison features 81 rooms with meeting space for

Shuttles available for wine tours 7 days a week.
Conveniently located off 1-90

181 Water Tower Dr. j .
Madison, Ohio 44057 T
440-307-4449 Express

& Suites

ihg.com/holidayinnexpress

showers, parties and small weddings. Large Outdoor Patio.

January 2025
, A Special Supplement to

Star Beacon
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38 S. Chestnut Street, Jefferson
| 440 -576-3 E L L www.assuredrealestateoh.com
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OPPORTUNITY

info@assuredrealestateoh.com

REAL ESTATE

RAEGAN HAGERDON JENNIFER EMILY CAROLE MARK STACIE SHELLEY JAYNE LINDA

Broker / Owner GODLESKI HAGERDON  STORMER-VAUX SALVATERRA RHOADES LIPPS GERREN PARK
440-812-8391 440-413-3005 440-855-7149  440-813-2788  440-228-5526  440-206-6041  440-228-3952  440-812-0368  440-645-8024
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BONNIE STACY CHRISTIN APRIL BOB SHERRY GINA LOIS MICKEY JUSTIN
STREETS TALCOTT PATTON HOWARD SCHULTZ WILBER  PETROCHELLO BLANK JOHNSON RAMEY
440-417-3412  440-228-9729  440-969-4196  440-228-7375  440-567-2325 440-344-0126  440-812-3467  440-265-0820  440-537-4556  440-251-0203
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CHRISTOPHER GILLETT

cqillett@starbeacon.com

Gold has seen less use
in wedding rings recently,
Sherry Hofstetter, of J.R.
Hofstetter, said.

She said gold has be-
come more expensive.

“When feel people feel
insecure about what’s hap-
pening, the price [of gold]
tends to rise,” she said.

Many people are turning
to platinum or tung-
sten-carbide for rings, she
said.

“With the high gold
price, that makes platinum
very reasonable,” Hofstet-
ter said.

Platinum is also heavier
than gold, Hofstetter said.

She said there is constant
interest in the solitaire ring.

“A fellow comes in, and
he doesn’t know what
his fiancé is going to like,
and the solitaire is always
the safest, because he can
always reset that into
something that she might
prefer,” she said.

Hofstetter said the soli-
taire is more versatile for
individual tastes.

“You can put it with
a plain band,” she said.
“You can put it with
an insert or a wrap or a
diamond band. The look
right now is a band on
each side of the engage-
ment ring.”

There has also been
increasing demand for lab-
grown diamonds, Hofstet-
ter said.

“We sell mostly natural
diamonds,” she said. “We
don’t stock lab-grown di-
amonds, but we can offer
them. We can get them.”

Hofstetter said lab-grown

Gold less popular in wedding rings

diamonds are more popu-
lar for other reasons too.

“When people want a
larger stone, it’s a fraction
of the price of a natural
diamond,” she said.

Hofstetter said the store
does a lot of work with
colored stones.

“One of the biggest
trends now is a wedding
band on each side,” she
said. “It used to be a wed-
ding band, and now we’re
seeing a pair of band, one
on each side.”

Hofstetter said custom-
ers want all kinds of items
in their rings, including
birth stones, sapphires or
rubies.

“We can put any stones
in the rings,” she said.

Hofstetter said some
materials do not work as
well for wedding rings.

“Opals are very brit-
tle,” she said. “Pearls are
delicate, because of the
nacre.”

J.R. Hofstetter said the
store deals with various
groups of customers.

“If somebody’s got an
odd-sized stone, we make
a piece to fit that stone,”
he said. “We finish them.
We polish them.”

The business has
produced a lot of unique
pieces, Hofstetter said.

“We’ve done stuff with
elk teeth, bear claws,” he
said. “We’ve set just about
everything.”

Hofstetter said making
rings is not rocket science.
“You’ve got to know

what you’re doing,” he
said. “You have to under-
stand the metals and the
mixture metals.”

SEE POPULAR, 10
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Wedding bands and rings have seen less gold, according to Sherry Hofstetter of J.R. Hofstetter’s.
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From the cocktail hour to the cake and

every course in between, let us take care

of all the details for a beautiful and
memorable wedding day.

Norman D. Banquet Center
2720 Carpenter Rd, Ashtabula OH 44004

Our facilities will sit up to 250 guests
in our main banquet hall. We also
have a smaller room available at
this location that will seat up to 72
guests. Please call us with any
questions you may have about our
center.

440-964-OHIO

3523 State Rd. Ashtabula OH 44004
VOTED #1 CATERER!

Preview our Wedding Catering
menu online.

www.tonyscateringdeli.com

Tony's Catering & Deli U

Norman D.
Wedding Package

4 Hour hall rental
2 Bartenders
Fountain service with ice
Can beer with cups
Standard Catered Buffett
China Included
Table Linens
Guest Table Centerpieces
Skirted Bridal Table
Skirted Cake Table

Skirted Gift and Registry Table

Lighted Ceiling Draping
Card Box
Police Security

Gerriann & Dave Kiphart
440-223-6672
440-964-3716

FULL SERVICE WEDDING
DECORATING
Stephanie Post
Custom Event Designer

440-812-2655

Almost 80-year-old barn
hosts weddings

CHRISTOPHER GILLETT

cqillett@starbeacon.com

HARPERSFIELD — Run-
ning Horse Farm has been
a major venue for years in
Ashtabula County.

The farm, located on Stoltz
Road, has a deep history, ac-
cording to one of its owners

and operators, Megan Acord.
It was the home of the Stolz

family in the 19th century,
after they immigrated from
Germany, Acord said.

“The original barn burned
down in a fire in the 1940s,
and the current barn was
built in 1946 to replace the
original,” she said.

That almost 80-year-old
barn, which holds up to 150
people, is now the site of
weddings and many other
events.

“We mostly hold weddings,
but also host graduation

parties, reunions and smaller
gatherings like baby and brid-
al showers,” Acord said.

The barn’s most popular
times are typically Satur-
days in the summer and fall,
Acord said.

“Generally couples set up
a tour and then pay a deposit
to hold their date,” she said.

Acord has noticed small-
er-attended weddings have
become more popular, she
said.

Acord said she thinks
many people are interested in
weddings surrounded by peo-
ple they are very close, too.

Catering decisions at the
farm are generally left up to
the incoming couple, Acord
said.

“We have many vendors
that come to the barn on a
regular basis, and we have
great working relationships,”
she said.

Lisa Haytcher
Owner

~ Invitations ~
~ Seating Charts ~
~ Thank You Cards~
~ Signs ~
~ Calendars ~

Decoration decisions are
also left up to couples, Acord
said.

“We have a huge assort-
ment of decor that couples
can use at no additional
cost,” she said. “We also give
the couple extra time to go
through all of the decor and
decide how they want to use
it, and then we do all the
decorating for them.”

Acord said she considers
that practice to be more envi-
ronmentally friendly, cheaper
and less stressful for people.

Alongside weddings and
other gatherings, Acord said
the farm still profits from
agriculture.

“While the barn has been
transformed into an upscale
wedding venue, the rest of
the 70 acres remains farm-
land for soy, hay, corn and
grapes,” she said. “All of our
grapes go to Welch’s, and
some vines are over 60 years
old.”

Acord said people enjoy
seeing and getting photos at
the farm’s crop fields, sunset
views and ponds.

“Couples also love the
upstairs wood ceilings, which
looks a bit like an upside
down ship,” she said. “Our
large sunflower and wild-
flower fields have also been
very popular.”

Many people host gradu-
ation parties, reunions and
baby and bridal showers at
the barn, and Acord said
they’re LGBTQ-friendly.

The venue’s pricing can be
found on its website.

Acord said people should
book a wedding or oth-
er event at least a year in
advance.
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Celebrate with the Entire Family!  Hamptonnn Ashtabula [Hilton]
Finding “the One” can be tricky. Picking the perfect hotel for 900 CH Drive

your guests shouldn't be. Austinburg, OH, 44010
440.275.2000
Share the excitement of your wedding without any of the ashtabula.hamptoninn.com
worry. At Hampton Inn Ashtabula, your guests will love our
exceptional value. And with our free, hot breakfast and our Local flavor. Located near the shores of Lake Erie, 15 minutes

clean and fresh Hampton bed’, the wedding party and your
family will be relaxed, refreshed and ready to celebrate.

from Geneva on the Lake, our convenient Ashtabula hotel
provides easy access to all the top attractions Ashtabula has
to offer. Enjoy charter fishing or take a relaxing stroll on the
beautiful beaches of Lake Erie. Visit historic covered bridges,
award winning wineries, or wonderful hiking trails.

To a lifetime of happiness! it's your special day! Start your life
together with complimentary breakfast served from 6:00 am
t0 9:00 am daily.

Pool and exercise room. Before you take the plunge, take a dip in

Communication is the key. Create a customizable web page our pool. Or work in a quick workout to help you look your best.

where quests can learn more about your upcoming nuptials,
as well as book rooms quickly and conveniently. And, by the

power vested in us, you can choose from a variety of color Entertainment & Attractions.  Area Restaurants.

schemes and templates, add photos, or upload maps and more Lake Shore Park The Farmer Butcher Chef Bistro
to keep your quests in the know. Brant’s Apple Orchard Bascule Bridge Grille
o Geneva on the Lake Harbor Halcyon

Clean and fresh Hampton bed® Linens and duvets are washed Indian Trails Fitzgerald's Wine Bar
fresh for every guest. You'll rest easy on our premium pillow- Wineri . te Wi
top mattress with plush comforter, crisp white duvet and 1neries errante Winery

hoice of fy pillows. o .
your choice ot comly priows Directions to Our Hotel.
Free hot breakfast. Hot breakfast served daily - including | it | From 1-90 take Exit #223 (Route 45) go south

and make a right turn onto G.H. Drive. Hotel
s is located at the end of G.H. Drive on your left
° hand side.

Free Wi-Fi. Stay connected with the office, email friends and Al
family back home, search for local attractions in-room, or K
enjoy free wireless internet access in the public areas.

fresh baked waffles and oatmeal, both with delicious
toppings.

Making you happy makes us happy. So, if
we can make your stay better, talk to any

For reservations visit
member of our team, and we'll make sure

you're 100% happy. by Hilton us at humpton.COm
GUARANTEED."

100%
Hampton

GUARANTEE

Hiton Hibaces” membershp, eawing of Points & Miles, and redemption of points are subject to Honors Terms and Conditions. © 2018 Hilton.
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Designs by Bernie is here
to make all your wedding
dreams come true!

WEDDING PLANNING

DECORATING ¢ RENTALS
EVENT COORDINATING
FLORAL DESIGN AND MORE

Bernie Muto
Serving NE Ohio & Beyond QY

Call today for a consultation at 440-812-4790 . ﬁ 4
designsbybernie @gmail.com 5

www.weddingsbybernie.com
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BRIDAL SHOWERS
REHEARSAL DINNERS

GRAND RIVER

CELLARS

we make it easy for you to throw a great party
440-298-9838 - 5750 Madison Rd. Madison, OH

Star Beacon, Thursday, January 30, 2025
Here’s to
Create the Perfect Atmosphere for
the Party of a Lifetime

We strive to make every aspect of your
special day perfect!

e Caterer of Your Choice
e Linens Available

e Air Conditioning

¢ Round Tables

e Seating Up to 400
e Weddings, Parties
Meetings

For Banquet Hall Rental Call or Email:
Conneaut Human Resources Center
327 Mill Street e Conneaut, OH 44030
(440) 593-5273 Ext. 2
info@conneauthrc.org

Check out www.conneauthrc.org
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THE m Are you looking for an
Showplace  event space that is both
CELEBRATION || s

spectacular and affordable?

e 7
D

VR ¥

Facility includes a beautiful kitchen and food service area with 18’ buffet counter.

Our event spaces are specially appointed for the most intimate to the most extravagant of gatherings!
(Up to 125 guests)

WEDDINGS & RECEPTIONS | BRIDAL & BABY SHOWERS

Shortstop GRADUATION PARTIES | BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY PARTIES

MEMORIAL GATHERINGS | BUSINESS MEETINGS

)
D r |Ve'Th ru L oC at e d 1 n th e Hl S tOfi C For booking iIl.fOI‘IIlE.ltiOﬂ please c.ontact Lynn at:
2328 Lake Avenue, Ashtabula BED: Theater Buildin g lynnniemi>35@gmail.com

|
440-992-5046 33 Public Square “On the Square” in Andover, Ohio 4 4 O o QI 9 3 4 7]- O 4

DEACON

Your daily connectiorn fo t/Zie corrrmrunity
www.starbeacon.com
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where DREAMS COME TRUE

With over 550 acres of beautiful Northeast Ohio’s undulating land, the
Barn at Hart’s Grove is the perfect place to celebrate your special

day. Our charming venue offers a variety of options to customize
your wedding, including a spacious wedding barn, a romantic
chapel, and comfortable lodging. With our picturesque
setting and attentive staff, The Barn at Harts
Grove will help you create
a truly unforgettable
wedding experience.

THE BARN AT HART'S GROVE
5926 St. Route 534 Windsor Ohio 44099

www.thebarnathartsgrove.com

440-474-7418

ST. EL1IZABETH’S BANQUET FACILITY THE NORTH STAR STABLE

Let us plan your next event for up to 100 guests. We The barn on the grounds holds up to 170 guests
offer all that is needed to make your day one of a kind; (with the option to rent a tent outside for more guests)
centerpieces, florals, delicious menus to choose from, for wedding receptions, day retreats or any event.
specialty cakes, desserts and more.

Visit our website, www.servantsofmary.org, or call (440)272-5380 for more information.
6601 Ireland Road, Windsor, OH
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Consider wedding
flowers carefully

Although many dec-
orative elements help
to create ambiance for
a wedding celebration,
perhaps none is more
awe-inspiring than
beautiful floral arrange-
ments. Flowers offer
visual appeal, captivating
aromas and texture that
can make a space more
welcoming.

Engaged couples typi-
cally go to great lengths
when planning their wed-
dings, but flowers may
not be as micromanaged
as other elements. Some
are content to let florists
design their arrange-
ments, but the average
cost of wedding flowers
in 2023 was $2,800, ac-
cording to The Knot Real
Weddings Study.

That price tag merits
some input on the part
of couples. Floral ex-
perts say couples should
budget for floral arrange-
ments coming in at 10
percent of the overall
wedding budget, which is
the industry standard.

Therefore, for a
$60,000 wedding, a cou-
ple should assume their
florals will cost $6,000.

It’s important to note
that the cost of wedding
flowers has been steadily
increasing over the last
few years due to inflation
and climate change, says

The Knot. So couples
may need to be even
more involved in floral
decisions to maximize
their dollars spent.

Here are some variables
to consider when select-
ing wedding flowers.

e Greenery: Adding
greenery to fill in spaces
in floral arrangements
can save some mon-
ey. Centerpieces and
bouquets that are flo-
ral-heavy will certainly
cost more.

e Symbolism: Consid-
er the meaning behind
flowers to make choices
even more personal. You
also may want to select
flowers that will com-
plement the theme of the
wedding. For example,
traditional spring blooms
like tulips and daffodils
will coordinate with
spring weddings.

e Flower varieties:
Hardier varieties of
flowers, such as daisies,
mums, carnations, and
protea, are less likely to
wilt quickly in bouquets
or centerpieces than
some other blooms, even
when they are cut. Such
blooms can hold up in
any weather and last
the entire day so that
arrangements will be
picture-perfect no matter
the hour.

e Venue: Couples may

find that some venues
already have faux flowers
or other decor. That may
mean couples do not need
to have as many flowers
or any elaborate arrange-
ments.

e Size: A particularly
large floral centerpiece
can overwhelm a table,
and a bouquet that is
overly cumbersome may
detract from the bride
or her bridesmaids.
Choose the correct scale
for comfort in bouquets.
For table arrangements,
select a size that will not
discourage conversation
or block guests’ view, nor
take up too much real
estate on the table.

e Allergies: Although
they are cut, flowers in
arrangements can trigger
allergic responses in some
people. Others may be
bothered by overly aro-
matic flowers. Work with
the florist to find blooms
that will be best.

e Color scheme: Al-
though white flowers
always coordinate, many
couples like some color
in their arrangements. Be
sure the flowers pick up
the hues used in brides-
maid dresses or even the
season of the year.

Couples should take
an active role in deciding
what to include in floral

pieces for their weddings.

Bost S omile

The happiest
day of your life
deserves your
brightest, most
beautiful smile.
Contact us
today and get
that picture-
perfect smile
you've always
wanted in fime
for your big day!

Professional
Teeth
Whitening

15

Dental Group of Jefferson
Dr. Casey Hammond - Dr. Stephanie Pichler
78 N. Chestnut - Jefferson, OH
440-576-7040

www.dentalgroupofjefferson.com
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POPULAR: Gold used less frequently in wedding rings

FROM PAGE 3 Hofstetter said there are ~ Hofstetter said busy there.” in my life, so we started the work to create the
a lot of steps to making times of the year are un- Hofstetter said he re- casting ourselves.” rings, she said.

Hofstetter said making  jewelry. predictable. members his first days in Sherry Hofstetter said it~ “If you bring in a
wedding rings can be “Whatever the product “Right now, it’s catch  business. takes about three weeks  picture, we can duplicate
time-consuming, especial- is, we create it in wax, up with Christmas,” he “I could not buy a raw  to make a ring. that exactly,” she
ly when you are starting  and then we cast it into said. “Our first show is  casting from a castor,” The store does a lot of  said.
out. gold,” he said. “Then, in February, and that’s he said. “I had to buy it

“Once you’ve done it [we] set stones. We make when we buy a lot of through a host seller.
long enough, it’s really pieces to specifically fit our loose stones, and we “I decided that there
not difficult,” he said. rings.” start manufacturing from was no need for that step

LOCAL HALL RENTAL

AT THE ASHTABULA COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS EXPO CENTER

* Round & rectangle tables

& white chairs
e Use any caterer you choose
e Seating for up to 450 people
¢ Heated & air conditioned
e Reasonable rates

See Us for Your Rehearsal,
Reception and Bachelor
Party Needs

“C.f

. =ir & == = CHRISTOPHER GILLETT | STAR BEACON
Call for details or book your date today! 122 N. Che§tn‘f.|,t AEIEEIEES = J R. Hofstetter’s set up a display for Valentine’s Day,
440-858-6667 N ’(440) 576'9225 = | which is one of their busier times of the year.

e e

Diamonds, Precious Stones
& Jewelry Design
Hofstetter 7 gl
e g N\ We Specialize in Creating
£i9 Wedding Bands to Fit

Any Engagement Ring

www.Jrhofstetter.com

Tues.-Thurs. 9-5:30 ¢ Friday 9-6 ¢ Saturday 9-3
53 North Chestnut, Jefferson, Ohio 44047 440 576'2936 Jim Hofstetter ¢ hofjim2@embargmail.com
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Photography focuses on weddings

BY WARREN DILLAWAY

warren@starbeacon.com

ASHTABULA — More
than 25 years of photo-
graphing weddings puts
Heather Martello in a
special place when working

with couples seeking to find

striking images of their big
day.

Martello said she has
been photographing
weddings for more than 25
years in Ohio and Flor-
ida. She also operates a
studio on Bridge Street in
Ashtabula.

“I enjoy getting to know
different people,” Martello
said of the byproduct of
being a wedding photogra-
pher. She likes to put her-
self in the unknown of the
wedding experience, which

means injecting herself into
the environment.

Developing a relation-
ship with the client starts
during an initial interview
and continues through the
wedding, and often well
beyond.

“Afterwards, they are
coming in for baby pic-
tures,” she said.

The possibility of becom-
ing friends with clients is
another enjoyable part of
the experience, Martello
said.

She operates throughout
northeast Ohio, with Niles,
Cleveland and Erie as her
general areas of work.

Wedding photography
can provide unique experi-
ences, but most of her cli-
ents are generally relaxed.

“I'do 15 to 20 [weddings]

a year,” Martello said.
She also works with other
photographers, especially if
it is a big wedding.

Martello said she has a
business relationship with
five other photographers
in the Cleveland area, and
they are all willing to act
as a second photographer
when needed.

There are some inter-
esting things that become
a part of the experience.
“I had a wedding in a hot
air ballon in Florida,” she
said.

Martello said she enjoys
beach weddings, formally
in Florida, and now in
Ohio.

Information about
Martello Photography can
be found on her website,
Facebook or Instagram.

GUYREINO'S DEL/,
CATERING & EVENT CENTER

2259 WEST AVENUE « ASHTABULA, OHIO 44004 - CALL - 440-964-FOOD (3663)

Catering at our location or yours!

10% OFF

Catering at our Venue

(If Ad is Mentined)

WE SPECIALIZE IN ALL TYPES OF
CATERING EVENTS

« WEDDINGS
« WEDDING CEREMONIES

WE HAVE COMPLETE LIQUOR LICENSE NO NEED FOR
YOU TO PAY FOR A SPECIAL LIQUOR PERMIT

« SPECIAL EVENT DINNERS
+ FUNERAL LUNCHEONS

« GRADUATIONS
ANNIVERSARIES

CLASS REUNIONS
GROUP MEETING

OPEN HOUSES

WE CAN PROVIDE
PRIVATE ROOM SERVICE FOR
ANY SIZE GROUP

Have Your Wedding & Reception
IN ONE LOCATION

We offer a banquet hall with a breathtaking view
of Lake Erie, that holds up to 200 guests with the
Elks exclusive caterer and full bar servicel!

Hall may be rented for any occasion
throughout the year.

OPEN TO MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS

Visit Our Web Site at

ELKS208.0RG

ASHTABULA ELKS
Lakefront Lodge #208
3115 Lake Rd. West, Ashtabula

440-964-3557
Power Point w/ High Def.

Check us out on The Knot

Available
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You e jound trne one.

The Lodge at Geneva- n-the-Lake offers the natural destination for your dream wedding. THE LODGE & CONFERENCE CENTER AT

Here in Ohio Wine Cbuntry, you can host each of your wedding events, including the GE Q I 4 V

= " 3 B, . ON-THE-LAKE
rehearsal dinner, ceremony and reception. Complete with Lake Erie's stunning sunsets, e o A COU M B RES G o

you've found the perfect stage for wedded bliss.

ThelLodgeatGeneva.com

PLAN YOUR WEDDING TODAY. 866.890.1273
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