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CONNEAUT — A 
strong work 
ethic forged on 
the family farm 

has helped Peggy Tuttle 
keep an iconic Conneaut 
restaurant growing for 
many years.

Tuttle is the owner 
of White Turkey Drive-
In, which delights fast 
food fans and nostalgia 
buffs on the city’s east 
side. Tuttle’s in-laws — 
Eddie and Marge Tuttle 
— began the business 
in 1952, and Tuttle and 
her husband, Gary, car-
ried on the tradition.

When Gary died in 
2012, Tuttle — who 
recently remarried — 
carried on. The respon-
sibility wasn’t a jolt 
— unknown to many, 
Peggy had operated the 
restaurant while Gary 
built and ran a local car-
pet business. She also 
assisted with the carpet 
shop.

When daughter Kelly 
came along, Tuttle 
found herself juggling 
mom responsibilities 
along with two busi-
nesses.

The foundation for 
Tuttle’s can-do attitude 
was laid on the fam-
ily farm in Lake City, 
Pennsylvania. Tuttle and 
four siblings performed 
a wide range of chores 
— including the delivery 
of produce to a little 
roadside restaurant in 
nearby Conneaut.

That assignment 
would introduce Tuttle 

to her future husband.
“I knew Eddie and 

Marge, but I didn’t know 
they had a son,” she 
said.

Farm life provided 
some life lessons, Tuttle 
said.

“It taught me to be-
come independent,” she 
said.

Later, Tuttle studied 
nursing, but she quick-
ly decided that wasn’t 
for her. “I was always 
meant to become an 
entrepreneur,” she said.

Overseeing a restau-
rant is tough, but the 
attitudes of men in the 
business world made 
the job much more chal-
lenging, Tuttle said.

“When I started it was 
very difficult,” she said. 
“Nobody would take 
me seriously. When I 
would attend restaurant 
shows, (vendors) would 
always look for the 
male. It happened multi-
ple, multiple times.”

Tuttle said she was 
bumping up against an 
attitude too common in 
those days.

“Society’s expecta-
tions were for women to 
do the laundry, fold the 
clothes and have meals 
on the table,” she said.

Perceptions today are 
better, but there’s still 
room for improvement, 
Tuttle said.

“To this day, I still 

have that problem,” she 
said. “You’re constantly 
having to prove who 
you are.”

Even though the White 
Turkey is open between 
Mother’s Day and Labor 
Day, a few weeks of 
work precede the sea-
son’s start and follow 
after the last turkey 
sandwich has been sold.

“I call it a six-month 
business,” she said.

Overseeing the Turkey 
has gobbled up plenty 
of time, Tuttle said.

“There were years I 
never left the property 
all summer,” she said. 
“The challenging part 
was always trying to 
balance with family. I 

missed a lot of family 
(and social) functions. A 
lot of times the drive-in 
came first.”

Today, the restaurant 
employs 38 people, but 
four managers help Tut-
tle with administrative 
chores — not that she’s 
slowing down.

“Work isn’t work for 
me,” Tuttle said. “I have 
the drive to accomplish 
something every day. I 
always want to get up 
and see what today will 
bring. My upbringing 
prepared me for this.

“I enjoy fixing prob-
lems and taking care of 
issues,” she said. “I like 
the challenge. If you tell 
me I can’t do some-

thing, I will generally 
prove you wrong.

“(The restaurant 
trade) looks like an 
easy business, but it’s a 
tough business,” Tuttle 
said. “But it’s fun. I 
enjoy the challenge and 
I love the people.”

Customers are a big 
part of the satisfac-
tion, she said.

“We now have people 
who say ‘thank you’ for 
us being here,” she said. 
“They say we’re the only 
thing left of their child-
hood that has stayed 
the same.”

In recent years, the 
White Turkey added a 
large brick patio that 
accommodates several 
spacious picnic tables.

“We started with four 
little tables,” Tuttle 
said. “Every year I try to 
make a new improve-
ment.”

One thing that won’t 
change is the posi-
tive effect the White 
Turkey tries to make 
on countless Conneaut 
youngsters. Many kids 
get their first taste of 
employment and learn 
basic job skills working 
at the restaurant.

“I feel I’ve raised 
thousands of kids (over 
the years),” Tuttle said. 
“It’s my job to get them 
ready for their next 
job.”

Tuttle is pleased to 
know many White Tur-
key alumni have gone to 
successful careers in a 
variety of fields.

“I feel like I’ve done 
something good for 
society,” she said.

BY MARK TODD

For the Star Beacon

Tuttle focuses on growth, nostalgia at White Turkey

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Peggy Tuttle is the owner of White Turkey in Conneaut.



CONNEAUT — 
For several 
years, Ann Wiley 
of Conneaut has 

been able to dovetail 
work and volunteer-
ism around a common 
purpose.

Operating from an of-
fice in her home, Wiley 
has been the head of 
her own insurance busi-
ness for 35 years, spe-
cializing in policies for 
senior citizens. Many of 
the causes that occupy 
her off-hours are also 
geared toward people 
with a few decades of 
life under their belts.

She has been a pres-
ence at Ashtabula’s 
Center for Active Living 
(formerly the city’s 
Senior Citizen Center) 
for 30 years, and for the 
past 15 years has been 
a member of the board. 
Wiley also assisted the 
now-defunct Loving 
Equally All Families 
program, a faith-based 
initiative that rounded 
up workers to perform 
small repair projects for 
homeowners in need.

Wiley also works at 
D-Day Conneaut, the 
massive World War II 
re-enactment that takes 
place each August at 
Conneaut Township 
Park. For at least seven 
years, she — along with 
other New Leaf Unit-
ed Methodist Church 
members — could be 
found at the hospitality 
tent, the hub for aging 
military veterans who 
visit the event.

The insurance busi-
ness tends to slow in 
the summer, about the 
same time activity in-
tensifies for D-Day Con-
neaut, Wiley said. It’s 
good timing as the sea-
sonal lull also provides 
Wiley a chance to pack 
extra charity work onto 
her calendar.

“I can do more volun-
teerism (in the sum-
mer),” she said.

For folks who want to 
do likewise, D-Day Con-
neaut is a good place to 
start, Wiley said.

“(The event) is always 
looking for help and 
there are lots of oppor-
tunities,” she said.

Wiley and her hus-
band, Bill, also partici-

pate in annual church 
missions to the Caro-
linas to help residents 
there recover from 
hurricanes.

Including age-based 
help programs wasn’t 
deliberate, Wiley said, 
but it certainly fills 
a need in the area. 
There are plenty of 
local residents enter-
ing their golden years 
who appreciate a hand, 
insurance-wise and 
otherwise.

“So many (in the 
region) are turning 65 
years old,” Wiley said. 
“There’s always a need 
to help seniors, espe-
cially single women.”

Requests for help 
are regularly received 
at New Leaf and the 
Ashtabula Center for 
Active Living, she said.

Wiley’s interest in 
community service be-
gan as a young mother.

“When the kids were 
young, I would volun-
teer in things they were 
active in,” she said.

Running her own 
business enables her to 
continue and expand 
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Ann Wiley is the owner of Ann Wiley Insurance Services in Conneaut.

SEE BUSINESS, PAGE 7

BY MARK TODD

For the Star Beacon

Wiley specializes in helping seniors

“Serving the
Local 

Community for
Over 50 Years!”

OPEN ALL
YEAR

ROUND 

OPEN DAILY
at 11:00 am
Conneaut

Dairy Queen
1009 Main Street

Conneaut
(440) 593-2765

Summer
Berry 
Cake 

Cupfection

1/3 Lb.
Double 

w/Cheese
Lunch

Triple
Chocolate
Brownie 4201 Reger Rd Conneaut, OH 44030

www.facebook.com/bigpearlpaintball
www.bigpearlpaintball.net or Call Jason Keeler at (440) 969-4817

OPEN EVERY 
SATURDAY STARTING 

AT 10AM!

COME PLAY PAINT BALL!

$35 GUN RENTAL 
PACKAGE 

Gun, mask, all day air, Entry 
fee & 500 paintballs

* Keeler’s Big Pearl Paintball LLC
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CONNEAUT — 
For years, Lori 
McLaughlin’s 
involvement 

in the community has 
been all about giving. 
Now some of that 
charity is helping her 
through a traumatic 
time.

McLaughlin, who 
has operated Biscotti’s 
Restaurant in Con-
neaut’s harbor district 
for more than 20 years, 
has been active on a 
number of boards and 
committees.

In recent years, she 
tapered off on some of 
those duties to care for 
her husband, Richard, 
during a prolonged 
illness. When he died 
in January, McLaughlin 
found her role in com-
munity affairs helped 
her push through her 
grief.

“I was a caregiver for 
four years,” she said. “I 
dropped three boards 
and kept those I though 
I could handle. I needed 
to be home. I needed to 

be there.”
Today, her activities 

outside the business 
prove almost therapeu-
tic.

“It’s been a godsend,” 
she said.

McLaughlin serves 
on the board of Con-
neaut Savings Bank, 
UH Conneaut Medical 
Center and plans to join 
a committee related to 
the Civic Development 
Corporation.

But she might be 
most familiar as the 
chief operating officer 
of D-Day Ohio, which 
stages D-Day Conneaut 
— a World War II re-en-
actment — each August 
at Township Park. The 
event, which celebrates 
its 20th anniversary 
next month, has grown 
to become one of the 
premier WWII re-enact-
ments in the country, 
attracting thousands of 
visitors to town.

McLaughlin took a 
leadership role when 
D-Day Ohio became a 
non-profit organization. 
At that point “it made 
the step toward becom-
ing a solid organization 

I could get behind,” she 
said.

As COO, she coor-
dinates a number of 
D-Day committees 
that put hundreds of 
volunteers to work 
over the busy weekend. 
Planning, meanwhile, 
remains a year-round 
effort, McLaughlin said.

“We have great volun-
teers who step up,” she 
said. “We divide (the 
workload) so not every-
one is doing 10 jobs.”

D-Day Conneaut is the 
largest tourist event in 
the city and one of the 
largest in Ashtabula 
County, but its main 
purpose is to educate 
the public about the 
war in general and the 
Normandy Invasion in 
particular, organizers 
have said.

“It’s good for the com-
munity, but the mission 
and what it stood for is 
so important,” Mc-
Laughlin said.

McLaughlin has 
served on the local UH 
Conneaut board for 
many years. Long a 

BY MARK TODD

For the Star Beacon

Civic duties help McLaughlin deal with grief, loss

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Lori McLaughlin is the owner of Biscotti’s Restaurant in Conneaut.

SEE DUTIES, PAGE 7

Prem
ium Small Batch Custardm Small Batch

Located Inside a Century Old Historic Church

Like us on       www.heavenlycreamery.com

Hours Daily: 11am - 9pm
440-593-6080

Also available at Cones on Bridge St., Ashtabula;
Haven’s Field, N. Market St., Jefferson;

Village Green Golf Course, Rt. 193, Kingsville 
Sparky’s Place, Broad St., Conneaut

We also serve:
Sandwiches, subs, rice bowls,

& beverages.

We make over 130 fl avors of premium small batch custard each season

264 Sandusky St.
Conneaut, OH 44030

Experience a Sweet Taste of Heaven

CONNEAUT AREA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
235 Main Street • Conneaut, Ohio 44030

Join us at the
Perch & Pilsner Festival

September 6th, 7th & 8th

Conneaut Township Park
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NAME
Nichele Johnson

 
IMMEDIATE FAMILY

John and Diane Johnson 
(father and mother);

Geoffrey Johnson (broth-
er);

Brittany Johnson (sister)
 

JOB
Health Commissioner
(Conneaut City Health 

Department)
 

CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS
Fraternal Order of Eagles 

No. 408
 
Why did you choose 

this area to live?
This area is a won-

derful place to live. We 
have all four seasons 

and a beautiful great 
lake. It’s a small town 
but it’s my small town I 
grew up here. Conneaut 
is a good place to raise 
a family someday and 
have my career.

 
Why are you invest-

ed in the community?
I had a lot of support 

from the community 
growing up here and I 
want to give it back.

There have been  
many changes over the 
years. I want to see our 
community grow.

I will do my best to 
service and care for my 
community.

 
As a young leader, 

what do you bring to 

the table that can make 
a lasting difference?

As health commis-
sioner, I can help 
educate and make an 
impact on the health 
and well-being of our 
community.

I bring a different per-
spective, with a lot of 
energy and innovation 
to the table.

I am very passionate 
in what I do and feel I 
can make a difference 
in our great community.

What direction do 
you see for the future 
of the community?

I’m excited to see 
new businesses, growth 
and opportunities for 
Conneaut. There is a lot 

of potential here with 
everything we have to 
offer.

 
Tell us something 

fun and unexpected 
about yourself.

2019 has thrown 
some major curve balls 
with starting my new 
career, to getting mar-
ried in September and 
trying to find a forever 
home on top of it.

I enjoy walking my  
cat (Winston) at the 
public docks, he likes 
to play in the water — 
still get a lot of double 
takes.

I enjoy fishing, play-
ing volleyball and being 
around friends and 
family.

Young leader: Nichele Johnson

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Nichele Johnson is the Conneaut health commissioner.

NORTH KINGS-
VILLE — One 
of the most 
notable accom-

plishments of the first 
half of 2019 for the 
village is that the North 
Kingsville Police Depart-
ment is fully staffed 
after starting the year 
off with a number of 
empty positions.

Shannon Krenisky is 
the new police chief. 
Krenisky, formerly a 
sergeant at the depart-
ment, was sworn in in 
February. Ryan Coy was 
promoted to sergeant, 
filling the role Krenisky 

vacated when he was 
promoted.

At the beginning of 
the year, the police 
department was two 
officers down. Two new 
officers were hired in 
the first half of the year, 
Wade Stitt and Daniel 
Pickett.

The village also 
brought on a number 
of auxiliary officers — 
unpaid volunteers who 
can supplement the 
village’s police forces, 
when necessary.

The department has 
also gotten some new 
hardware in the form 
of a new police cruiser, 
which was purchased 
and outfitted earlier 

this year.
In addition to the 

cruiser, the village 
also upgraded other 

vehicles, purchasing a 
new tractor to be used 
for roadside mowing 
and approving $50,000 

to refurbish one of  
the village’s ambulanc-
es.

The ambulance had 

less than 30,000 miles 
on it, Fire Chief  
Kevin Hubbard said in 
June.

“The body is sound, 
the frame is sound, and 
there’s no reason to go 
out and spend a cou-
ple hundred thousand 
dollars more for some-
thing that is unneces-
sary,” Hubbard said in 
June.

There are plans to 
buy a bucket truck for 
the road department, 
and, if the price is right, 
a new pickup truck 
as well, Zee said. Both 
the police cruiser and 
tractor are already in 

BY BRIAN HAYTCHER

bhaytcher@starbeacon.com

North Kingsville Police up to full staff

SEE KINGSVILLE, 8

BRIAN HAYTCHER⎪STAR BEACON

Shannon Krenisky, seen here in North Kingsville Mayor Timothy Zee’s office, was 
hired as the village’s police chief earlier this year.
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BUSINESS:
Wiley specializes in 

helping seniors

her civic work.
“Being self-employed 

gives me flexibility,” 
Wiley said. “I’m able  
to work around a  
schedule. That really 
helps.”

A family who under-
stands that drive is also 

a blessing.
“My family is very 

supportive,” she said.
Wiley gives special 

credit to her husband, 
who is often a co-work-
er at the many func-
tions she assists.

“Bill is there beside 
me,” she said. “He helps 
us stay active.”

FROM PAGE 4

booster of the hospital, 
“personal experiences” 
drove home the impor-
tance of a local medical 
facility, she said. She 
marvels at the “unbe-
lievable professionalism 
of hospital personnel, 
as well as the city’s 
emergency medical 
technicians and para-
medics.”

“We threw everything 
at them,” she said. 
“There were so many 
close calls. We are so 
lucky to have good” 
medical resources close 
at hand.

She was particularly 
pleased to be involved 
in the Seidman cancer 
treatment center at UH 
Conneaut, announced 
last year.

All this community 
service is fitted around 
the operation of a pop-
ular restaurant. Over-

seeing an eatery “where 
people can come with-
out feeling you’re in a 
bar atmosphere” is a 
“24/7 job,” McLaughlin 
said.

She credits the lon-
gevity and success of 
the restaurant to the 
lessons she learned 
from her late husband, 
who managed a local in-
dustry for many years.

“He was a mentor to 
me,” said McLaughlin, 
who has a degree in 
hospitality manage-
ment. “He taught me 
how to give people 
a second chance. He 
taught me how to work 
with people.”

The same principles 
apply to her volunteer 
work, McLaughlin said.

Balancing public and 
private work can be a 
challenge.

“It’s tough to juggle 
everything,” she said. “I 
literally have something 

posted on the wall and 
next to my bed.”

There are times when 
the work load can 
overwhelm, McLaughlin 
said.

“Sometimes I have 
to step back and catch 

my breath,” she said. In 
those moments, friends 
involved in the same 
activities step in and 
lend a hand.

There are plenty of 
volunteer opportunities 
for people willing to 

help and improve  
the city, McLaughlin 
said.

“People have to step 
up in this community,” 
she said. “It would be 
nice if everybody put 
some time in. It’s im-

portant we give back.”
McLaughlin says she 

gets a great deal of sat-
isfaction from volunteer 
work.

“I believe in Con-
neaut,” she said. “I 
believe in this town.”

DUTIES: McLaughlin gives back through volunteering
FROM PAGE 5

78 N. Chestnut, Jeff erson
(440) 576-7040

220 Cherry Ave.
Chardon

(440) 286-2474

128 Mentor Ave.
Painesville

(440) 354-2183

Dental Group of Jeff erson

THE DENTAL GROUP
OF JEFFERSON

Our history of excellent dentistry, dedicated customer service,  and lifelong happy 
smiles truly speaks for itself. We look forward to seeing your whole family soon and 

introducing everyone to all of the unique bene ts we have to off er!

Michael Rodriguez,
D.D.S.

Casey J. Hammond,
D.D.S.

Stephanie Pichler,
D.D.S.

www.dentalgroupofjeff erson.com

Hilltop Family Dental
101 Park Court

Chardon
(440) 285-8211
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INFRASTRUCTURE
The Road Depart-

ment has been quite 
busy this year.

The village received 
an Ohio Public Works 
Commission grant 
for work on Church 
and Maple roads. The 
village had a share of 
that grant to pay, but 
reduced the cost by 
doing some of the work 
themselves. The street 
department worked on 
catch basins and drain 
tile and widened the 
road, Street Superin-
tendent Thomas Peters 

said.
“(The in-kind work) 

brings our costs down,” 
Peters said.

Work on a culvert on 
Lake Road will be go 
forward later in the 
year, also funded by a 
state grant.

The village’s paving 
for the year is partially 
done, with work fin-
ished on Fieldstone 
Avenue, a housing de-
velopment, and it’s as-
sociated cul-de-sacs, as 
well as Reed Road. Kos-
ki Paving was awarded 
the bid for the village’s 
paving,and will return 
later in the summer to 
finish work on the rest 
of the village’s paving 

projects, weather and 
time permitting.

The second round of 
paving for the year will 
include Glenwood Drive 
and Regal Drive sched-
uled to be paved.

Much of North Kings-
ville’s 2018 paving 
plans were put on hold 
because of wet weather, 
and at the beginning 
of 2019, Zee hoped to 
do two years worth of 
paving in one year.

Paving plans were 
complicated when a 
culvert on Derbyshire 
Road was found to be 
near-collapsed. A hole 
was found on Der-
byshire Road, and work 
crews found that the 

36-inch pipe that made 
up the culvert was rust-
ed out and in need of 
replacement. The village 
acted quickly, bringing 
in Simak Trucking and 
Excavating to repair the 
culvert.

However, the price 
tag for the repairs was 
$15,000, and the money 
came from North Kings-
ville’s paving budget, 
throwing off the vil-
lage’s plans.

“We’ve put down a lot 
of pavement,” Mayor 
Tim Zee said.

In other public works 
projects, the village 
plans to call a public 
meeting for residents of 
Forest Drive in August 

to brief residents on a 
drainage project in the 
works for the area.

At a June meeting, a 
resident asked North 
Kingsville Council about 
the status of the drain-
age project. The village 
has been in the plan-
ning phase for some 
time as the village gets 
engineering plans for 
work under Route 20.

The residents on 
Forest Drive and Ar-
lene Drive have raised 
concerns to the village 
administration about a 
ditch in the area where 
residents’ septic sys-
tems were draining and 
stagnating, creating a 
health hazard.

The drainage proj-
ect has been delayed 
because of the compli-
cations of boring under 
Route 20. The village 
first had to secure 
engineers plans to go 
beneath the road. The 
engineer for the project 
is working on plans for 
the work.

One thing that will 
change in 2020, is vil-
lage leadership. 

Zee has announced 
that he is retiring and 
will not seek reelection 
as mayor. Currently, 
councilperson Mindy 
Bisbee and resident 
Larry Eller have taken 
out petitions to run for 
his position.

KINGSVILLE: Village has multiple road projects in works
FROM PAGE 6



CONNEAUT 
— The city 
of Conneaut 
has done quite a 

bit of work on the city’s 
infrastructure in the 
first six months of the 
year, with more on tap 
for the rest of 2019.

On July 1, Council ap-
proved a $300,000 plan 
to protect the city’s 
drinking water supply 
from high lake waters. 
The pumps that pull the 
city’s water from Lake 
Erie are situated near 
the shore, and rising 
waters have eroded a 
significant amount of 
the building’s protec-
tion.

The plan calls for a 
300-foot long wall to be 
installed in front of the 
building that houses 
the pumps.

An access road down 
to the area has already 
been finished, and City 
Manager Jim Hockaday 
hopes to have the proj-
ect finished within two 
weeks.

The building the wall 

is intended to protect 
will be getting some 
love as well, soon. New 
pumps will be installed 
in the pump station to 
draw water from the 
lake, Hockaday said.

The pumps, called 
variable frequency 
drives, can adjust their 
speed. The current 
pumps can only be 
turned on or off. Run-
ning the new, variable 

speed pumps at 80 
percent uses half the 
electricity of the current 
pumps running at full 
speed, Hockaday said.

“To cut that (electrici-
ty) bill in half would be 

huge for us,” he said.
Other improvements 

to the city’s water 
system include sen-
sors that would allow 
employees in the water 
department to see how 

pumps and tanks are 
doing remotely.

 
ROAD WORK

Paving projects are 
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BY BRIAN HAYTCHER

bhaytcher@starbeacon.com

Conneaut works on paving, protecting infrastructure

WARREN DILLAWAY | STAR BEACON

Land is cleared at the future site of Truck World near the intersection of Route 7 and Underridge Road in Conneaut.

SEE CONNEAUT, PAGE 10

• Fairness •
• Justice •

• Solutions •

ASHTABULA
COUNTY

26 S. Chestnut St.
         Jefferson

(440) 536-4530
 

CUYAHOGA
COUNTY

55 Public Square,
Suite 1616
Cleveland

(440) 516-1010

LAKE
COUNTY

30432 Euclid Ave.
#101

Wickliffe

(440) 516-1010

GEAUGA
COUNTY

401 South Street, 
#2B

Chardon

(440) 285-7750
CONNEAUT, OHIO

Breakwall
BBQ Restaurant

1205 1/2 Broad Street
Conneaut, OH 44030

(Down the hill by the Lake) www.breakwallbbq.net

OPEN EVERYDAY
11am - 9pm

FRI. AND SAT.
Open til 10

CATERING ALL YEAR!
We can take care of your special events!

Weddings, Bridal/Baby Showers, Reunions, 
Holiday Parties, Catering, Photography, Music and more!

CALL US FIRST AND LET US HELP YOU PLAN IT!



underway at the in-
tersection of Parrish 
Road and Chamberlain 
Boulevard, as well as at 
Parrish Road and Route 
20. The projects will 
widen both intersec-
tions to better accom-
modate truck traffic to 
the General Aluminum 
facility on Chamberlain 
Boulevard.

The city’s paving 
program for 2019 will 
begin soon. Four roads 
are set to be paved this 
year: Hillcrest Court; 
Lake Road, from Broad 
Street to Day Street; 
Main Street, from Route 
20 to Mill Street; and 
Residence Street from 
Mill Street to Chestnut 
Street.

“Jim (Hockaday) does 
an excellent job trying 
to get in grants and 
funding mechanisms to 
complete these proj-
ects,” City Council Pres-
ident Debbie Newcomb 
said.

Additionally, the city 
is working on several 
projects for 2020. The 
eastern half of Route 20 

will be paved this year, 
and the city is working 
on plans for paving the 
west side of Route 20 in 
2020.

All of the work on 
Route 20 is through the 
Ohio Department of 
Transportation.

 
PUSH FOR FIRE LEVY

Something voters will 
decide on later this 
year could have long-
term consequences. A 
3-mill, continuing levy 
for the fire department 
will be on the ballot 
this November. The levy 
is double the current 
1.5-mill levy for the 
fire department and, if 
passed, would allow the 
city to go from three 
full-time firefighters on 
a shift to four.

The levy would 
cost the owner of 
a $100,000 home 
$105 per year. 

The department 
needs two firefighters 
to staff each ambulance 
that goes out on a call. 
After one EMS call, the 
city must either recall 
a previous shift, or call 
in mutual aid from a 

nearby community.
There are generally 

between 1,600 and 
1,700 medical calls per 
year for the fire depart-
ment. Last year, the 
department responded 
to 2,378 calls total.

“Our EMS calls alone 
are significant, and 
probably demand two 
ambulances being run 
all the time,” Hockaday 
said, adding, “We call 
mutual aid when we 
need help. But then, 
when we do, people 
have to understand 
the response time is 
not going to be what 
people are used to. 
And our typical average 
response time is about 
four and a half minutes, 
from call to site, and 
that’s a really respect-
able response time, and 
when we get in situa-
tions where we have 
multiple calls stacking, 
that number degrades 
quickly. ... That four 
and a half (minute) 
number is good on the 
first ambulance. I don’t 
know about the second, 
the third or the fourth,” 
Hockaday said.

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
A number of projects 

officials are optimis-
tic will be economic 
development drivers 
are expected to take big 
leaps forward the rest 
of the year.

• The Risberg Pipe-
line, first announced 
in 2017, connects an 
existing natural gas 
pipeline in Meadville, 
Pennsylvania to North 
Kingsville, passing 
through Conneaut and 
Kingsville Township in 
the process.

The pipeline is expect-
ed to cost $86 million, 
and consists of 28 miles 
of new pipeline, accord-
ing to the pipeline’s 
website. The pipeline is 
being built by RH ener-
gytrans.

While crews are still 
working on the Penn-
sylvania portion of the 
project, work has al-
ready crossed over into 
Ohio and the plan is for 
the natural gas pipeline 
to be operational later 
this summer.

Hockaday has pre-
viously said Ashtabu-
la County has en-

dured “insufficient 
natural gas for 50 years, 
so this is a huge step in 
the right direction.”

• Another major 
project underway is a 
new Truck World truck 
stop. The Hudson-based 
chain has purchased 
the lot across Route 7 
from Love’s Travel Stop, 
along with land south 
of Underridge Road, 
totaling more than 130 
acres, according to 
county records.

The $12 million to 
$15 million project is 
underway, with crews 
currently transferring 
soil from the south side 
of Underridge Road to 
the north side of the 
road, where it is being 
used to level out the lot 
where the Truck World 
facility will be built, as 
it is currently several 
feet below the elevation 
level of Route 7.

The Route 7 and In-
terstate 90 intersection 
has long been seen as a 
prime area for econom-
ic development that 
could bring in travelers.

There is no firm date 
for Truck World’s open-

ing yet, which officials 
said will be twice the 
size of Love’s truck 
stop.

• Another economic 
development project 
will see the former 
Conneaut Leather, 
which recently changed 
its name to Cortina 
Leathers, undergo a $2 
million expansion and 
construction project 
that will add at least 
seven new jobs. In May, 
the developer who 
leases Cortina’s current 
property, Lorjim Reali-
ty, LLC, spent $5,000 to 
buy 1.7 acres of proper-
ty adjacent to Cortina’s 
current facility for the 
project.

Newcomb was opti-
mistic about the second 
half of the year.

“We’re proceeding 
with trying to obtain 
grants and fix projects 
in the city. I’m thrilled 
about the new devel-
opments we’re having 
with Truck World, and 
the Risberg pipeline, 
the project with Con-
neaut Leather, which is 
now Cortina Leather,” 
she said.
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CONNEAUT: City works on paving, protecting infrastructure
FROM PAGE 9

“Your gift leaves
a lasting legacy.”

4510 Collins Boulevard, Suite 6
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004

www.ashtabulafoundation.org

Offi ce (440) 992-6818
Fax (440) 992-0724

ashtabulafdn@gmail.com

Beginning Our
Second Century!

   440-224-1233
KINGSVILLE

Located on Rt. 193 at 1-90 Kingsville, Ohio • 440 224-1233
Monday-Friday 9-5 Saturday 9-Noon

NOW AVAILABLE
• Oxygen Tanks
• Acetylene
• Propane Tank Refi lls

TOWING & REPAIR
BOTTLE

EXCHANGE
ONLY

WRECKER SERVICE PROFESSIONALS
MAJOR & MINOR MECHANICAL REPAIRS ON TRUCKS, TRAILERS & MOTOR HOMES

24 Hour Service • Light & Heavy Wrecker Service
Auto • RV • Truck • Trailer • Accident Scene Incident Management
HEAVY CRANE SERVICES & HEAVY EQUIPMENT MOVING, ROAD & TIRE SERVICE
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COMING EVENTS
VARIOUS DATES

Lighthouse Cruisers 
Cruise-Ins
6 p.m.
Every Thursday
through September
Conneaut
Township Park
480 Lake Road, Conneaut
Visit www.visitconneauto-
hio.com.
Call (440) 593-3019.

Friday Night at the 
Races
6 p.m.
every Friday
May to September,
Raceway 7
4094 Center Road
Conneaut
Visit www.raceway7.com.
Call 440-594-2222.
 

JULY
12-14, 19-21, 26-28
The House of
Pooh Corner
7:30 p.m.

Fridays and Saturdays 
2:30 p.m.
Sundays
Arlene’s Broadway
on Buffalo
236 Buffalo St.
Conneaut
Call 440-599-7529
Visit: www.broadwayon-
buffalo.com.
 

AUGUST
9-11
One Acts
7:30 p.m.
Arlene’s Broadway
on Buffalo
236 Buffalo St., Conneaut
Call 440-599-7529
Visit: www.broadwayon-
buffalo.com.

15-17
D-Day Conneaut
opens 12 p.m.
Thursday and
9 a.m. Friday
and Saturday,
Conneaut

Township Park
480 Lake Road, Conneaut
D-Day Ohio comes to 
Conneaut for a WWII 

D-Day Re-Enactment 
featuring re-enactors 
storming the beach at 
Normandy with authentic 

equipment.
Explore the encamp-
ments and take in con-
certs, dances and more. 
Visit www.ddayohio.us. 
Call 440-599-7697.

31
60-mile Route 7
Yard Sale
from Hubbard to
Conneaut all along  
Route 7.
 

SEPTEMBER
6-8
Perch and Pilsner
Conneaut
Township Park
480 Lake Road
Conneaut
The festival will feature 
craft beer, Lake Erie 
perch, a fishing tourna-
ment, kayak races, boat 
cruises, live music and 
fireworks.
Visit www.perchandpil-
sner.com.

7
Outdoor Learning
Center Discovery Day
10 a.m.
230 Gateway, Conneaut
Featuring all the Outdoor 
Learning Center has to 
offer including marked 
trails, interpretative signs 
and wooded trails.

13-15, 20-22, 27-29
Lend Me a Tenor
7:30 p.m.
Arlene’s Broadway
on Buffalo
236 Buffalo St.
Conneaut
Call 440-599-7529.
Visit: www.broadwayon-
buffalo.com.
 

OCTOBER
18-20, 25-27, 1-3
Rocky Horror Show
7:30 p.m.
Arlene’s Broadway
on Buffalo
236 Buffalo St., Conneaut
Call 440-599-7529. Visit: 
www.broadwayonbuffalo.
com. 
 

NOVEMBER
29
Conneaut
Christmas
Parade
7 p.m.
Conneaut

NOVEMBER 29, 30 
DECEMBER 1, 6-9,

13-15
Rock Nativity
7:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday
Arlene’s Broadway
on Buffalo
236 Buffalo St., Conneaut
Call 440-599-7529. Visit: 
www.broadwayonbuffalo.
com.

 

 

 

With a new air conditioning system, you will avoid 
those long hot summer days in a climate controlled 

environment designed to give you the best comfort you 
deserve! 

We can cool any house even if you don't have duct 
work! 

Call 969-1141 or 357-5881 for service or installation! 
12 Months financing available for qualified buyers. 
Some restrictions apply. Offer Expires 07/31/2019 

OH LIC #23328 

Dog Days of Summer! 

 

 

 

Sure am glad I 
had that AC 

installed! 
998 Stevenson Road
Ashtabula, OH 44004

440-997-2442 * 800-833-7101

www.fargomachine.com
inquiry@fargomachine.com

Water Jet Cutting Services
Production Machining

Custom Machining
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PARKS
ON THE LAKE
As befitting its name, the 
Al Cummings
Sunset Park
in North Kingsville
(Route 531 a short
distance east of Route 
193) is a popular Lake 
Erie vantage point.
Picnic tables and a
playground are available 
during the summer
season, and eagles 
have been spotted
soaring nearby.
The park is named after 
the village’s late
road superintendent.

CONNEAUT TOWNSHIP PARK
in Conneaut,
(Route 531) offers a 
panorama of the lake
that routinely attracts
a gaggle of spectators
at dusk.
The park also boasts
picnic pavilions,
playground,
an enormous beach
and other amenities.

 
CAMP PEET
65 acres,
449 Keefus Road, 
Conneaut.
Established in 1928,
the park is preserved
with a conservation

easement to protect 
Conneaut Creek
and the forested
area, according 
to the Metroparks.
Includes options for
birding, canoe/-
kayaking, fishing,
hiking, photography,
picnic and
cross-country skiing.

CONNEAUT CREEK
Is world-renowned for its 
fishing, particularly steel-
head trout.
In Conneaut, parking
lots that cater to
fishermen and women 
can be found on
Old Mill Road
(at Welton Road),
Creek Road
(at the Creek Road
covered bridge)
and Center Street
(opposite the Skippon 
Park ball field complex).

TURKEY CREEK
METROPARK
501 Thompson Road
In Conneaut, this park 
includes 602 acres on 
Thompson and
Lake Roads.
The property forms the 
easternmost section of 
Lake Erie shoreline.
It is 225 acres of wooded 

wetlands, rare species of 
plants and wildlife
and three miles of
Turkey Creek, and a
trout fishing stream.
Open from dusk to dawn.

FRIENDS OF
CONNEAUT CREEK 
BLAKESLEE ROAD PARK
The park overlooks
about 3,500 feet of 
Conneaut Creek,
a designated Ohio 
Wild and Scenic River, 
34 acres of forested 
high-quality riparian
wetland, 20 acres of 
upland mixed woodland 
and 16 acres of cultivat-
ed to partially-restored 
meadow and forest.
It also has the foundation 
remnants of the
pre-1800 Blakeslee 
homestead site.
Hiking, fishing, birding 
and photography,
primitive loop trail,
butterfly garden with 
seating.
No water or electric. 
(4 Blakeslee Road, 
Conneaut)

 
HATCHES CORNERS
METROPARK
Monroe Township
The 200-acre
Hatches Corners 

Metropark is ideal
for hiking, birding 
and horseback riding. 
Portable restroom
is available.
5467 Center Road,
state Route 7
Monroe Township

 
NORTH SHORE
GREENWAY TRAIL
Under development
and planned to be
completed at the
end of 2019,
the North Shore Trail  
will connect
Lake Erie with the 
Western Reserve 
Greenway Trail. 

 
WESTERN 
RESERVE
GREENWAY TRAIL
The Western Reserve 
Greenway is a paved rail-
trail extending 
44 miles through 
Ashtabula and Trumbull 
counties in
northeast Ohio.
Ashtabula County is 
home to 27 of these 
miles, stretching from
the city of Ashtabula 
southward to the county 
line where it continues for 
17 miles into
Trumbull County.
For more information on 

any of these parks or
trail maps visit www.
ashtabulametroparks.

VILLAGE
GREEN PARK
Village Green Golf 
Course 
and Campground
7100 Leisure Lane, 
Kingsville.
The park is open
daily and has both
large and small pavilions 
equipped with picnic 
tables and a
playground area. 
Call 440-224-0310
April 15 to Oct. 15.

EVERGREEN
LAKE PARK
703 Center Road
Conneaut
More than 
250 campsites,
open May 1-Oct. 15. 

Call 440-599-8802.  
 

SHELDON CALVARY CAMP
4411 Lake Road, 
Conneaut
Established in 1936,
is an Episcopal
overnight and
day summer 
program for
children and families
 Visit www.calvarycamp.
org or call 440-593-4381 
for more information.

GOLF
WINDY HILL
6231 Weaver Road
Conneaut
(440) 594-5251

VILLAGE
GREEN
GOLF COURSE
State routes
193 and 531
440-224-0931

PARKS AND RECREATION

WWW.STARBEACON.COM/APP-DOWNLOADS

Want To 
Read Us 
on the Go

440-964-7878
State Licensed    OH Lic#26352       Bonded & Insured

CELEBRATING
31 YEARS!

2015
READERS’

CHOICE
2015 2017

READERS’
CHOICE✔

’’

2018
READERS’

CHOICE
2018

Results

Charlotte Baldwin
REALTOR®

Serving Ashtabula County

Cell/Text: (440) 812-3834
Email: baldwinsells@gmail.com

www.BaldwinSells.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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CITY OF CONNEAUT
City Hall
294 Main St. Conneaut
Website:
conneautohio.gov
Offices open
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
 

CITY MANAGER
James Hockaday
294 Main St.
 593-7401
Email: conneautcityhall@ 
conneautoh.org
 

LAW DIRECTOR’S
OFFICE

Law Director
Kyle Smith 

Assistant
Law Director
Christopher Newcomb 
294 Main St.
 593-7413
 

CITY COUNCIL
President
Deborah Newcomb
 593-5366
Email: d.newcomb@
conneautoh.org

At-large
Angel McVoy
 593-1380
Email:
amcvoy@conneautoh.org

At-large
Nick Perkoski
 593-1597
Email: nperkoski@
conneautoh.org

Ward 1
Stephen Gerics
 440-225-2877
Email:
sgerics@conneautoh.org

Ward 2
Nick Sanford
 812-7691
Email: nsanford@

conneautoh.org

Ward 3
Joe Emery
 593-1473
Email: Joe.Emery@
conneautoh.org

Ward 4
Thomas Kozesky
 593-1728
Email: t.kozesky@
conneautoh.org
 

FINANCE OFFICE
Director
John Williams
294 Main St.
 593-7416
 

PLANNING/ZONING
DEPARTMENT

Manager
Janet Brown
294 Main St.
 593-7406

PUBLIC SERVICES
DEPARTMENT

Director
Joe DiBell
283 16th St.
 593-7430 

WATER TREATMENT
Superintendent
Richard Neubauer
770 Lake Road
 593-7437
Water treatment email: 
wfp@conneaut.org

Water distribution email: 
waterdost@conneaut.org

WASTEWATER
TREATMENT

Superintendent
Brian Bidwell
1206 Broad St. extension
 593-7434
Email:
ww1@conneautoh.org

WATER/SEWER BILLING

294 Main St.
 593-7420

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Police Chief
Michael Colby
294 Main St.
Non-emergency
 593-7440

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Fire Chief
Steve Lee

Fire Station 1
294 Main St.
 593-7460

Fire Station 3
392 Middle Road
 593-7464

CONNEAUT
MUNICIPAL COURT

Judge
Carl DiFranco
294 Main St.
 593-7410

CONNEAUT HEALTH
DEPARTMENT

Commissioner
Sally Kennedy

CONNEAUT HUMAN
RESOURCES CENTER

327 Mill St.
 593-3087

CONNEAUT
BOARD OF HEALTH

meets 8:30 a.m. 
327 Mill St, Conneaut,
on the second
Wednesday of the month

CONNEAUT
PORT AUTHORITY

P.O. Box 218
Conneaut
 593-1300
Website:
conneautportauthority.com

Members are

Chairman
Wally Dunne

Vice-Chairman
Bill Kennedy

Patrick Arcaro

Heather Gelfer

Aaron Joslin
Tom Perkoski

George Peterson 

Meetings are held at
6:30 p.m. the
third Thursday
of each month at
929 Broad St., Conneaut.

Office hours
(in-season)
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Monday through Saturday, 
(off-season)
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Monday through Friday

UTILITIES
Northeast Ohio Public 
Energy Council affiliates:
Electricity help line
 1-800-292-9284

Natural gas help line  
1-888-848-7914

The Illuminating
Company Electricity:
Customer service
 1-800-589-3101
Outage report
 1-888-544-4877

Dominion East Ohio
Natural Gas
Customer service
 1-800-362-7557
Emergency
 1-877-542-2630

CONNEAUT AREA
CITY SCHOOLS

Administrative/ Board

of Education office

Conneaut Middle School
230 Gateway Ave.
593-7200
Website: cacsk12.org

SUPERINTENDENT
Lori Riley
230 Gateway Ave.
 593-7201

TREASURER
Jacelynne Miranda
230 Gateway Ave.
 593-7221

CONNEAUT
HIGH SCHOOL

Grades 9-12
381 Mill St.
 593-7210
Principal
Tim Neal

CONNEAUT
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Grades 6-8
230 Gateway Ave.
 593-7240
Principal
James Kennedy

GATEWAY
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Grades 3-5
229 Gateway Ave.
 593-7280
Principal
Dawn Zappitelli

LAKESHORE
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Preschool-grade 2
755 Chestnut St.
 593-7250
Principal Wendy Tisch

CONNEAUT
BOARD OF EDUCATION

Meetings held at
5:30 p.m. the
third Wednesday
of the month at
CHS library

381 Mill St.

Members
President
Joanie Norton

Chris Bartone

Christopher Brecht

Penny Armeni

Suzanne Bernardini
 

 VILLAGE OF
NORTH KINGSVILLE

Municipal Building
3541 E. Center St.
Route 20
Office hours 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Website:
northkingsvilleohio.com

MAYOR
Timothy Zee
3541 E. Center St.
Route 20
  224-0091

FISCAL OFFICER
Christine Stevens
3541 E. Center St.
Route 20
 224-0091

INCOME TAX DEPARTMENT
Administrator 
Cheryl Cliff
3541 E. Center St.
Route 20
 224-0091

MAYOR’S COURT
Clerk
Dora Lira
3541 E. Center St.
 224-0091

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief
Shannon Krenisky
 224-1074

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief

TELEPHONE LISTINGS
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Kevin Hubbard

Fire Station 1
6581 Church St.
 224-0877

Fire Station 2
7676 Poore Road
 224-1140

STREET
DEPARTMENT

Superintendent
Thomas Peters
7100 Municipal Dr.
 224-0703

ZONING
3541 E. Center St.
 224-0091
Permit fee information 
available at the village 
website:
northkingsvilleohio.com

VILLAGE
COUNCIL

Meetings held at
7 p.m.
first Monday and
third Wednesday of
each month.

Members
Dexter Au

Tammy Andrew

Mindy Bisbee

Michael Fitchet

Ronald McVoy

Timothy Green

UTILITIES
Northeast Ohio
Public Energy 
Council affiliates:
Electricity help line
 1-800-292-9284

Natural gas help line  

 1-888-848-7914

The Illuminating
Company Electricity
Customer service
 1-800-589-3101
Outage report
 1-888-544-4877

Dominion East

Ohio Natural Gas
Customer service 
 1-800-362-7557
Emergency
 1-877-542-2630

Aqua Ohio (water)
Customer service
 1-800-673-5999

RECREATION
Village Green
Campground
publicly owned
7100 Leisure Lane

Manager’s office
 224-0310

Village Green

Golf Course
publicly-owned
Lake Road and Route 193 
 224-0931

KINGSVILLE
TOWNSHIP

Mailing address
3641 Creek Road
Kingsville
 224-3594

TOWNSHIP 
TRUSTEES

Karl Brunell
 241-1405

James Branch
 224-2491

Michael Cliff
 440-812-7677

Meetings held
second and fourth 
Wednesday
of the month at the 
Kingsville
Fire Department
3130 Creek Road 
Routes 84 and 193

FISCAL OFFICER
Sarah Patterson
 224-3594

ZONING INSPECTOR
Michael DeFazio
 969-3108

ROAD DEPARTMENT
Superintendent
Neal Stewart
 224-2377

We Service All  Major Brands 
& Models Of Vacuums
- Support Your Local Merchants - 

“Since 1934”
355 Center St., Ashtabula 

992-6301
Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30 • Saturday 8:30-3:30

pp

“Since 1934”
355 Center St Ashtabula

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS - Family Owned and Operated

Call or
Stop In

AUTO REPAIR 
& TIRE SERVICE CENTER

EXIT 235 I-90 Rt. 193 S. • Kingsville
Hrs: M-F 8:30-5:30

ALL MAKES AND MODELS
CAR & LIGHT TRUCK, AGRICULTURAL, LAWN & 

GARDEN, ATV & RV TIRES

• BRAKES • STRUTS • SHOCKS
• BATTERIES • EXHAUST
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