
W

Cupid’s Helper
A6   STAR BEACON     WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2019

Choosing jewelry
for Valentine’s Day

W
ith billions spent on Valen-
tine’s Day jewelry, shoppers 
want to ensure they’re getting 
the best for their money.

Jewelry is a popular gift come Valen-
tine’s Day.

The National Retail Federation says 20 
percent of Valentine’s Day consumers are 
expected to buy jewelry this year, spend-
ing a total of $4.3 billion.

Many people find buying jewelry for a 
loved one a little daunting because jewel-
ry is such a personal item.

Much like their favorite fragrances, men 
and women may have signature jewelry 
pieces and prefer some styles more than 
others.

Buying jewelry can be complicated for 
the uninformed. Because jewelry can be 
expensive, it pays for consumers to do 
their homework.

With a little research and some knowl-
edge from professional jewelers, shop-
pers can find pieces that turn out to be 
real Valentine’s Day winners.

DISCOVER HIS OR HER STYLE

Consumers may need to have a little 
Sherlock Holmes in them when buying 
jewelry for a loved one. Pay attention to 
the pieces a loved one wears each day 
or on special occasions. Listen and take 

notes when others ask your loved one 
about jewelry. For those who like a direct 
approach, ask a significant other to point 
out appealing items in a magazine. This 
can help consumers determine if a loved 
one likes classic styles, modern pieces, 
certain metal types, or particular gem-
stones.

PRESTIGE BRANDS AREN’T NECESSARILY BETTER

Don’t be afraid to walk into a local 
jeweler and ask the staff’s opinion. Well-
known stores spend a lot of time and 
money to craft their reputations, and that 
effort often gets extended to the consum-
er by way of price markups.

Local jewelers can have high-quality 
merchandise and guide shoppers in the 
right direction for a greater value. Use the 
Jewelry Information Center to find reputa-
ble stores.

PURCHASE LOOSE STONES

It is easier to cover up flaws or draw 
attention away from imperfections in a 
stone by setting it in metal. Therefore, 
shopping for stones and settings sepa-
rately may help shoppers determine if 
they are getting the right value for the 
money. Synthetic stones — which are 
grown in a laboratory — can be much 
more affordable because of their greater 

availability. Shoppers should ask for cer-
tificates that guarantee authenticity and 
indicate where the stones originated.

KEEP PROPORTION IN MIND

Bulky jewelry may look awkward on 
people with slight frames, while smaller 
pieces may get lost on taller or fuller-fig-
ured persons. Work with the jeweler on 
scale, even noting a loved one’s figure if 
necessary.

SET A BUDGET AND STICK TO IT

Have a budget in mind before visiting a 
jewelry store. Going in blindly may leave 
consumers spending more than they ini-
tially intended. Many jewelers are willing 
to negotiate or may sell affordable pieces 
that mimic desired items in style and 
appearance.

UNDERSTAND THE EXCHANGE POLICY

Even with the best intentions and 
thorough research, a gift of jewelry may 
not hit the mark. Before buying a piece, 
consumers should make sure they can 
exchange the piece later on if it isn’t the 
right style.

Jewelry is a popular Valentine’s Day gift, 
but shopping for jewelry can be difficult. 
But careful consumers can find the right 
piece with a little due diligence. 

SURPRISE HER

AT WORK

OR HOME FOR

VALENTINE’S DAY!

461 South Broadway, Geneva
(440) 466-2355 (BELL)

Holiday Bell Florist

We feature: Local Chocolatier Romolo and
also Russell Stover Valentine Candy!
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20 MIN FROM
THE OHIO LINE

HALLMARK
SPECIALS!

Colleen Loeslein, Owner

814.474.5413
3912 Avonia Road, Fairview

Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6 • Sat. 9:30-5 • Sun 11-4

“Erie’s Only Locally Owned 

HALLMARK GOLD CROWN STORE”

“Bear Hugs Panda Club”
Interactive Stuffed Animal

$1999

with purchase of three Hallmark cards 
HURRY! Ends February 14th

Bouts & Bouquets Flower Shop
Happy Valentine’s Day!

23 N. Broadway • Geneva, OH 44041
440-415-0533 • boutsandbouquetsgenevaoh.com

MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE. EXP 2/16/19

Fresh Flowers

Chocolates

Stuffed Animals

Balloons

www.pizzajoes.com

We’re Talkin’ Tasty!
www

310 East Main St., Andover

440-293-4778
51 N. Chestnut St., Jefferson

440-576-1111

Pizza, Strombolis,

Calzones, Subs, Salad Bar,

Chicken Wings and Pasta

$2 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

Min. $15 purchase. Not valid with other 
offer/coupons. Expires 2/28/2019

Gift Certificates Available

Andover
Delivery Hours:

Mon.-Fri. 4pm-Close
Sat. & Sun. 11am-Close

Jefferson
Delivery Hours:
Sun. thru Sat.
11am-Close

Delivery Available

in Andover &

Jefferson

(5 Mile Radius)

We Offer The

Total
Salon
Experience...

152 South Broadway, Geneva, OH • 466-5851

• Haircuts       • Manicures
• Color         • Massage
• Texturizing   • Spa Services
• Pedicure

Gift Certificates
Available

OPEN DAILY AT 11:00AM

“Serving the community 
for over 50 years”

CONNEAUT DAIRY QUEEN
1009 Main St. Conneaut
440-593-2765

Cupid Cake
Perfectly sized for two

At participating locations.

Make Her Your Valentine Forever!

53 North Chestnut St., Jefferson • (440)576-2936
www.jrhofstetter.com

Tues.,Wed.,Thurs.,9-5:30,Fri.9-7,Sat.9-3
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