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Brides and grooms may pour over every 
detail of their weddings, but few compo-
nents of the festivities may be as fun, es-
pecially for foodies, as deciding what the 

wedding cake will look like. Couples who want to 
deliver show-stopping visuals often express some 
measure of their creativity and personalities 
through statement wedding cakes.

Many couples now eschew the 
classic three-tiered white cake in 
favor of a dessert that garners 
instant attention. Whether the cake 
is brightly colored or hand-painted, 
a towering architectural marvel or 
shimmering in metallics, couples 
are opting to make a statement 
with their confections. Apart from 
clever cake-toppers, here are ways 
to stand apart when dessert is 
served.

• According to the Perfect Wed-
ding Guide, a rising trend in cakes 
is to cover a white or naked cake 
with translucent glaze tinted in 
the couple’s wedding colors. This 
artistic expression can be especially 
stunning in boho-chic weddings.

• Statement tiers also are popular. The cake 
may be traditional in nearly every way, but 
couples then set the cake apart  by featuring an 
elaborate design or a different hue in one tier.

• Martha Stewart Weddings advises that more 
than just color can be used to make a statement. 
Lifelike sugar flowers can really set cakes apart. 

Guests may not be sure if they can consume all 
aspects of some cakes. But delicate sugar flowers 
taste as good as they look.

• Hand-painted tiles on a cake are another 
way to add panache. A bride and groom may be 
inspired by a  European vacation or the stained-
glass effects of religious windows and want to 

add that feel to the tiers of the 
cake.

• Sometimes a statement comes 
by way of texture. Even an  
all-white cake can be dressed  
up with interesting textural  
effects. Ruffles, lace, emboss-
ing, and 3-D rosettes are differ-
ent textural components that can be 
incorporated in cake designs.

• Couples also may want to tell 
their unique stories with cake. 
Individual tiers 
designed to reflect 
various milestone 
moments from the cou-
ple’s relationship can 
be quite engaging.

• Capitalizing on the  
trend of edgier weddings, couples  
may opt for darker hues on their cakes  
— even a black tier — or nontraditional  
geometric shapes to the cake itself  
or its design elements.

Statement cakes can say something 
about the couple. Cakes provide a  
window into the minds of couples.

Make a statement 
with your wedding cake

Statement 
cakes can really 
say something 

about the couple 
getting married. 

Much like 
other wedding 

elements, 
cakes provide 

a window 
into the minds 

of happy 
couples.

WATERS CATERING
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Experience 
Makes The 
Difference!
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• OUR PLACE OR YOURS •
3224 East Center St., Rt. 20 • Kingsville, OH
440-224-1640  • waterscatering@hotmail.com
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Engagements precede wedding dresses, 
flower arrangements, limousines, and even 
a couple’s wedding vows. And no proposal 
is complete without 

a ring. Knowledge of rings 
and stones is essential for 
those who plan to propose 
in the near future.

A recent survey from the 
wedding resource The Knot 
in which 12,000 brides and 
1,200 grooms in the United 
States were asked about 
their rings, found that 
people spend an average, 
of $5,978 on engagement 
rings. Recognizing the po-
tential cost of engagement 
rings can help ring shop-
pers prepare for their purchases.

In addition to considering costs, couples can  
employ the following tips to shop with  
confidence.

• Cut costs with style. Engagement rings can be 
costly, but many couples feel they are worthwhile 
investments. According to In Style magazine, a 
ring with a classic solitaire of one carat weight can 
cost thousands of dollars, while a band covered 
in just under one carat of tiny pavé diamonds will 
offer plenty of sparkle for a lot less money. 

• Know your settings. How the diamond is 
framed can affect how big it looks and even how 
much it sparkles. Gems framed with a bezel can 
give the illusion of a larger stone. 

• Get the desired cut. A skilled jeweler knows 
how to properly cut a stone to bring out its best 
radiance. From round to princess to emerald to 
marquise cut, cut styles can affect how the stone 
looks as well as the price. 

• Know ring metals. Platinum and gold are some 
of the most popular ring setting metals. Platinum 
costs considerably more than gold or silver, but is 
long-lasting. Couples should weigh the cost versus 
benefit of splurging on a more expensive metal, or 
speak with a jeweler about a suitable substitute.

• Investigate personal style. Men should pay at-
tention to the jewelry their girlfriends wear so the 
engagement rings complement their style. Some 
women love modern jewelry, while others gravitate 

toward vintage pieces. 
• Come in under carat. Buying just shy of the 

next carat weight can save between 20 and 30 
percent, offers The Knot. 
Plus, the size discrepancy 
probably will not be visible 
to the naked eye.

• Think about trading 
up. Some couples like to 
replace engagement rings 
with a more elaborate ring 
for a big anniversary. Some 
jewelers will accept the 
purchase of the engage-
ment ring toward the price 
of a future ring.

Jewelry stores are in the 
business of developing 
relationships with their 

customers. When purchasing engagement rings, 
couples can discuss their desires in regard to a 
ring, as well as their budgets.

What to consider when 
shopping for rings

Jewelry stores are 
in the business 

of developing relationships 
with their customers. 

When purchasing 
engagement rings, 

couples can 
discuss their desires 
in regard to a ring, 

as well as 
their budgets.
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Newly engaged couples  
may experience an array 
of emotions when they sit 
down to plan their wed-

dings. Some couples cannot wait 
to jump into planning and want to 
catalog every aspect of the process, 
while others may proceed with cau-
tion because they don’t know what 
to expect — particularly in regard to 
cost.

Many couples find it difficult to  
create their wedding budgets because 
they have no previous experience 
to draw on. The wedding planning 
advisor CostofWedding.com indi-
cates the average wedding cost in the 
United States is $26,720, with most 
people spending between $20,000 
and $34,000. Seventh Heaven Event 
Catering states that, in Canada, 
the average wedding costs around 
$30,000. Such costs can vary greatly 
depending on couples’ preferences, 
including where they hope 
to tie the knot. 

By breaking down wedding expens-
es, couples can get a clearer picture 
of how much they may need to pay 
for their weddings and where they 
may need to cut costs. 

• Reception site: According to The 

Knot, a premiere wedding planning 
resource, couples can expect their  
receptions to eat up the largest 
chunk of their wedding budgets. 
Wedding reception venues may  
cost between $10,000 and $15,000. 
The average price for catering  
per person is roughly $70. Bar 
service may be around $2,000 for a 
three- to four-hour party. Some  

reception sites combine 
the room cost with the 

food and beverage costs, while oth-
ers have à la carte fees.

• Cake: Wedding cakes tend to 
be multitiered intricate designs, so 
they will cost more than birthday 
cakes. According to Statistics Brain, 

wedding dessert will come in around 
$390.

• Music: The Knot says wedding 
bands cost around $3,500, which  
is more than twice as much as hiring 
a deejay ($1,200). Soloists or ceremo-
ny musicians may cost around $650.

• Wedding planner: Many  
couples employ wedding planners to 
make planning their weddings easier. 
Wedding planners cost an average of 
$1,300, says Thumbtack, a company 

that matches professionals 
with people 

who require their services.
• Transportation: Limousines and 

other transportation prices vary 
depending on the vehicle(s) couples 
choose. The Knot notes that bud-
geting between $400 and $500 for 
transportation might be wise.

• Wedding gown: Brides-to-be 
should expect their gowns to cost 
around $1,100 and the veil or head-
piece to be roughly $120, according 
to the Association of Bridal Consul-
tants.

• Photography and Video: Pre-
serving wedding day memories costs 
around $2,800 for video and photog-
raphy services, based on data from 
Statistics Brain.

The smaller details, such as acces-
sories, gifts, officiant fees, stationery, 
spa services, and favors can quickly 
add up as well. Couples should be 
sure to leave some wiggle room in 
their budgets for incidental expenses 
that may pop up.

Wedding costs and what to expect

The smaller details, such as accessories, gifts, 
officiant fees, stationery, spa services, and favors 

can quickly add up as well. Couples should be sure 
to leave some wiggle room in their budgets for 

incidental expenses that may pop up.

Make It a Beautiful Day!
KINGS TENT RENTAL
Weddings • Graduation 
Reunions • Parties
Tents • Tables • Chairs 
Party Games

www.kingstentrental.com

440-224-1233

Your Special Event on a Silver Platter
Great food & fl exible service options 
to fi t your needs & budget.
Call anytime for a free menu 
consultation and quote.
440-964-7176 Monday-Saturday 

7am-9pm
Sunday 7am-8pm

729 Lake Ave • Ashtabula, OH 44004

A B.Y.O.B
RESTAURANT
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Grooms are of-
ten content to 
let their brides-
to-be shine on 

their wedding day. But 
weddings are a show-
case of the two people 
getting married . and 
grooms matter! Grooms 
can take steps to look 
handsome and polished, 
but may wonder what 
they can do to put their 
best feet forward when 
all eyes and cameras 
are facing their way.

Addressing skin care 
and proper shaving 
techniques is essential. 
Although shaving is a 
seemingly simple task, 
some men struggle 
through the process.

Brickell Men’s Prod-
ucts advises that the 
first step to a good 
shave is to shower be-
fore shaving. The warm 

water and steam will 
open up pores and fol-
licles, allowing the hair 
to protrude as much as 
possible out of the skin. 
The more it sticks out, 
the cleaner the shave 
will be.

Many men fail to 
prep their skin before 
shaving. It is important 
to rinse the face with 
a pre-shave soap and 
warm water to remove 
excess oil and dead skin 
that clogs razor blades.

Try a non-lathering 
or natural shave cream 
that offers lubrication 
to help get a closer 
shave.

The right razor can 
make all the difference. 
While an electric shaver 
can serve in a pinch, 
come the day of the 
wedding, work with a 
traditional razor, either 

disposable or cartridge 
style. Start with a fresh, 
new and sharp blade.  
Grooms should use 
what has worked for 
them in the past, as 
now is not the time to 
experiment.

While shaving, go with 
and against the grain, or 
what feels comfortable 
to take off the hair with-
out having to go over 
areas repeatedly. Do not 
tap the razor against 
the sink to dislodge 
the whiskers, as this 
can damage or dull the 
razor.

Finish up by rinsing 
with cool water and 
applying a moisturizer 
or aftershave product. It 
can take up to 48 hours 
for skin to heal after 
a shave and keeping it 
hydrated can diminish 
irritation.

A wedding day 
shaving guide for grooms

Although shaving is a seemingly simple task, some men struggle through the pro-
cess because they haven’t mastered the basics for a clean, comfortable shave.

2015
READERS’

CHOICE✔

Preview our wedding catering
menus online.
Tony’s Catering & Deli

Voted #1 Caterer!
4 YEARS IN A ROW!

Complete
Catering &
Party Rentals

From the cocktail hour to the cake and
every course in between, let us take
care of all the details for a beautiful
and memorable wedding day.

Norman D. Banquet Center
2720 Carpenter Rd, Ashtabula OH 44004

Our facilities will sit up to 225 people in our main 
banquet hall. We also have available smaller party 
room at this location that will sit between 65 - 70 

people. We offer round guest tables. Please contact 
us if you have any questions about our center

440-964-6446
or

440-998-6968 Cake & Candy
Connection
Gerriann & Dave Kiphart

440-223-6672
440-964-3716
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Move over bouquets and 
centerpieces. Flowers are 
taking over weddings in 
a big way. While wedding 

trends come and go, flowers will 
always have a place at the wedding 
table.

The blooms brides and grooms 
choose and how they decide to dis-
play them can say much about the 
couple’s style. Many modern couples 
are opting for statement pieces with 
their flowers to rival the big and bold 
ideas they’re incorporating elsewhere 
into their occasions, such as in cakes 
and clothing. In fact, floral designer 
Tom Uberuaga says traditional hurri-
cane vase centerpieces are outdated 
and only focus the eye on the middle 
of the table. He prefers guests enter 
the wedding and have their senses 
stimulated by flowers from all angles. 
Large flower installations, as well as 
blooms popping up in unexpected 
places, are some of the hot trends for 
couples to keep their eyes on.

FLORAL CHANDELIERS
There’s no need to worry about see-

ing over table centerpieces or flowers 
getting in the way of photo moments. 
Thanks to hanging flowers and floral 
chandeliers, flowers are quite literally 
moving up in the world. Hanging flo-
ral pieces can add instant drama and 
make a large visual impact. Florists 
can hang flowers from beams over 

tabletops to increase visual impact, 
whether as individual baskets, single 
stems or floral swags. Hanging floral 
chandeliers are dramatic but natu-
rally expensive. Think about a large 
installation that forces guests to look 

up into a sea of greenery and flow-
ers. The smell and the sight can be 
breathtaking.

WELCOME WREATHS
Why should wreaths only be re-

served for front doors and holiday 
decor? A welcome floral wreath can 
be placed by the entryway to a chapel 
or reception hall with a heartfelt sen-
timent that shows guests how much 
they’re appreciated.

FAIRY-TALE FLOWERS
A floral curtain of hanging flowers 

can line a chuppah or drape the  
altar in beautiful blooms. Couples 
who would like a fairy-tale entrance 
also can make their debut as a  
couple by coming through a flow-
er curtain at the reception. Martha 
Stewart Weddings says a cascade of 
flowers and greens can be romantic 
and elegant.

DANCE FLOOR BLOOMS
Who says flowers have to be over-

head or on a table? With a plexiglass 
dance floor, or one made from some 
other transparent material, flowers 
can be underfoot, creating a magical 
floral carpet.

FLORAL NECKLACES
Brides needn’t carry their bouquets, 

they can wear ethereal and whimsical 
floral pieces around their necks or on 
their waists instead.

Couples are urged to speak with 
their florists about the innovative 
ways they can make flowers an even 
more awe-inspiring component of 
their weddings.

Wedding flowers becoming larger than life

Couples are moving away from traditional centerpieces to floral chandeliers and 
curtains made of blooms for their weddings.

Elegante Wedding Stationery
Makes your wedding perfect…
Beginning with your invitation!

Appointments at your convenience.
Rosemary Timonere, Bridal Consultant

440-964-2277
Exquisite, Traditional, Contemporary & Custom Invitations

Bridal Accessories • Favors & Gifts • Graduation Announcements
elegantestationery@windstream.net
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Couples about to embark on their 
wedding journeys will likely 
learn a thing or two about party 
planning once their engage-

ments are over and they are newly 
married. Wedding planning can seem 
overwhelming and a tad con-
fusing at times, but a crash 
course in wedding terminol-
ogy can help couples make 
more informed choices 
along the way.

· Blusher: A short, sin-
gle-layer veil that covers 
the bride’s face before the 
ceremony.

· Boutonnière: A single 
flower bud worn by the men in the brid-
al party.

· Canapés: Bite-sized appetizers 
served during the cocktail hour of a 
reception.

· Civil ceremony: A marriage  
ceremony conducted by a council offi-
cial or justice of the peace at a munic-
ipal location rather than in a house of 
worship.

· Cocktail hour: Typically an hour-
long interlude between the wedding 
ceremony and the main dinner of the 
reception. Guests have time to arrive 
and mingle before being seated.

· Corkage fee: A fee some establish-
ments charge to allow guests to bring 
their own wine.

· Dais: A podium or platform raised 
from the floor where the bride and 
groom are seated.

· Deposit: A percentage of the total 
cost of service given to a vendor to se-
cure a date for their services.

· Dragées: Round, small edible balls 
of sugar that appear on wedding cakes.

· Escort (seating) cards: Printed cards 
that direct reception guests to their 
seats.

· Fondant: A sweet, plyable prod-
uct used to decoratively cover layered 
cakes. It can be used in lieu of straight 

buttercream.
· Handle wrap: Ribbon or fabric that 

wraps around the stems of a bouquet 
the bride and wedding party carries.

· Maid/matron of honor: The title 
given to the woman who assists the 

bride and stands closest to 
her at the altar. “Maids” are 
those who are unmarried, 
while “matrons” are women 
who are.

· Master of ceremonies: 
An individual who will 
work with the DJ or band 
to announce the various 
components of the wedding 
reception.

· Nosegay: A small bouquet or flower 
arrangement typically given to the 
mothers of the bride and groom before 
the ceremony.

· Processional/Recessional: Musical 
pieces that mark the entrance and exit 
from the wedding ceremony.

· Receiving line: A line of the key 
people in the wedding who welcome and 
greet guests.

· Stationery: All of the paper prod-
ucts used at the wedding, including 
invitations, programs and enclosures.

· Tablescape: A word that describes 
the multiple components of centerpiece 
designs.

Learning some basic wedding termi-
nology can simplify wedding planning.

Get schooled on wedding terminology

Learning 
some 

basic wedding 
terminology 
can simplify 

wedding 
planning.

We Customize 
Every Wedding

to Fit Your
Needs & Budget

440.466.2355 (BELL)

Holiday Bell Florist
461 S. Broadway, Geneva



Because fashion preferences were 
once ornate and dependent on pre-
cise fits, ready-to-wear clothing really 
did not become widely available until 

the early 20th century. Such 
attire is now available in just 
about any retail store. 

Because ready-to-wear cloth-
ing is so readily available, the 
average person may be unfa-
miliar with custom-made or 
tailored items. In fact, a cou-
ples’ wedding may be the only 
instance in  their lives when 
they require the services of a 
seamstress or tailor. 

Fittings are a part of wed-
ding planning, and here’s how 
brides-to-be can navigate the 
process of finding and being fitted for a 
dress.

• Try on sample gowns. The first step is 

to make your rounds to various gown shops 
and try on the samples they have available. 
Most sample sizes will not be the size you 
wear every day, so expect them to be ill-fit-

ting. Do not be discouraged. 
Once a gown is chosen, the 
dress shop will take your mea-
surements and order the gown 
according to the manufacturer’s 
sizing guide. Again, this can 
be shocking, since the size will 
likely be larger than what you 
wear in street clothes. Some 
shops will also order a little 
larger to allow for adequate 
tailoring.

• Schedule the first fitting. 
The first fitting should be 
anywhere from eight to 12 

weeks before the wedding date, according to 
experts at WeddingWire, an online  
wedding information provider. This is the 
time it takes to complete most standard  
alterations. Complex customizations can 
take even longer. Brides should also budget a 
minimum of $500 for alterations, which  
may or may not be included in the price of 
the dress.

• Bring shoes and undergarments. Re-
member to bring along the exact shoes and 
undergarments you will wear with your 
gown. A change in shoes or bra/corset can 
result in the alterations fitting poorly the 
next time. Bring these items along to all sub-
sequent fittings.

• Speak up. Martha Stewart Weddings 
suggests speaking up at fittings if anything 
is uncomfortable or needs tweaking. Seam-
stresses are masters at their crafts, but only 
if they understand the desires of the bride.

• Check the details. The second fitting is 
designed to check that all issues from the 
first fitting have been addressed, the gown is 
comfortable and you can move freely. At the 
last fitting, ask the maid of honor to come 
along so that she understands how to bustle 
or help you handle complicated straps or 
closures.

Open communication with a seamstress 
and bridal shop can ensure brides-to-be get a 
dress that fits like a glove.

Wedding dress fitting guide

Open 
communication 

with a 
seamstress 

and bridal shop 
can ensure 

brides-to-be 
get a dress 

that fits
 like a glove.
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We also carry insulated
travel mugs, which make great
groomsmen gift s.

Visit us online at
www.playallamerica.com

Over 26 Years of Engraving 
Experience

LET US ENGRAVE
YOUR GLASSWARE & 
SERVING SETS.

4542 Main Avenue, Ashtabula440-992-7529
Awards & Engraving
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Pets are full-
fledged mem-
bers of many 
families and 

even, apparently, fami-
lies-to-be.

In its 2016 American 
Wedding Study, Brides 
magazine found that 
8 percent of wedding 
ceremonies included 
pets. While the couples 
of yesteryear might 
have left Fido at home, 
many of today’s couples 
want their four-legged 
friends to be there on 
their big day. Though 
no studies to date have 
examined which ani-
mals are most likely to 
make an appearance 
at couples’ nuptials, 
it’s fair to assume that 
dogs, which tend to get 
out of the house more 
than most other types 
of pets, are the most 
common furry brides-
maids, groomsmen or 
ring bearers.

Before including dogs 
in their wedding plans, 
couples may want to 
consider a few factors 
to ensure asking Fido to 
be there come the big 
day is what’s best for 

couples, their guests 
and, of course, their 
beloved pooches.

ELIGIBILITY
Some venues do 

not allow pets that 
are not documented 
assistance animals on 
the premises. Confirm 
a venue’s pet policy 
before purchasing any 
wedding day attire for 
your dog. Couples who 
are intent on includ-

ing their pets in their 
wedding ceremonies 
should only consider 
pet-friendly facilities, 
which may be hard to 

find. Couples who plan 
to take a limousine to 
and from their wedding 
also should confirm 
that the cars allow pets 
before booking.

PERSONALITY
No two dogs are the 

same. Some dogs might 
love people and atten-
tion, while others might 
prefer one-on-one time 
with their owners. Dogs 
that are sociable and 
unaggressive may make 
perfect additions to 
wedding ceremonies, 
while animals that 
exhibit anxiety around 
strangers or seem 
uncomfortable in noisy 
settings should be kept 
out of the ceremony.

HEALTH
Dog owners also must 

consider their pets’ 

health when deciding 
whether or not to in-
clude them in the wed-
ding ceremony. Couples 
who bonded over a love 
of their dog may really 
hope to include their 
furry friend in the fes-
tivities, but should not 
do so at the expense 
of the animal’s health. 
Outdoor wedding cer-
emonies under sunny 
skies may produce 
potentially unhealthy 
conditions for certain 
breeds or older dogs. 
Dogs that have difficul-
ty getting around may 
need a red wagon (and 
attendant) to make the 
rounds at the wedding.

ASSISTANCE
Couples will be busy 

on their wedding days, 
so they may need to 
arrange for a caretaker 
to look after their dog 
during and after the 
ceremony. Asking a 
guest or guests to play 
this role may be asking 
too much, as guests 
will want to celebrate 
without having to take 
care of a dog. A profes-
sional pet sitter might 
work, but that can be 
costly, as couples must 
pay for the sitter and 
will likely need to pay 
for the sitter to have a 
seat and a meal during 
the reception.

Factors to consider before including Fido in your wedding

In its 2016 American Wedding Study, Brides magazine 
found that 8 percent of wedding ceremonies included 
pets.

We cater bridal showers,
rehearsal dinners, receptions,

and so much more.

From appetizers to desserts!

Gwen’s Catering
   5810 St. Rt. 45, Rome, Ohio

  440.478.3429

Winners Circle Trophy Shop

549 E. Main St., Geneva, OH 44041
Randy & Kathy Thompson, Owners

440-466-9466
www.466winn.com

• Custom Champagne Glasses
• Serving Sets • Bride & Groom Gifts

• Sand Carved Glass • Custom Embroidery
• Engraving • Gifts • Much more!
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Make healthy habits a part of  wedding prep

After the big question is popped and  
loving partners decide to spend their 
lives together as a married couple, 
a whirlwind of activity will ensue. 

Although wedding planning is exciting, some 
couples may feel overwhelmed with all the 
decisions that need to be made before they 
can tie the knot. In this state of increased 
pressure, stress may build and health could 
falter. According to a Cornell University 
study, more than 70 percent of brides-to-be 
have weight loss on the brain, but shedding 
pounds shouldn’t be the only health factor 
to consider. Here are some easy ways to stay 
mentally and physically fit in advance of a 
happy wedding day.

· Get daily exercise. Exercise is important 
for maintaining a healthy body weight and 
keeping stress levels in check. Exercise also 
can boost mood. The Department of Health 
and Human Services recommends getting 
at least 150 minutes of moderate aerobic 
activity or 75 minutes of vigorous aerobic 
activity each week. Strength training exercises 
performed at least twice a week complete a 
well-balanced exercise regimen.

· Slow down and relax. Those who go 

full-throttle with all of their responsibilities — 
including wedding planning — may burn out. 
Stress can weaken the immune system and 
make people vulnerable to illness. Sched-
ule some time for date nights with your 
fiancé, and don’t overlook the benefits 
of hanging out with friends and getting 
away from wedding planning for a bit.

· Eat body-boosting foods. The  
foods we eat can impact everything 
from energy levels to skin radiance. 
Foods like berries, sweet potatoes, broc-
coli, greens, green tea, and dark chocolate 
all contain antioxidants that boost the im-
mune system, states The Food Network.  
Avoid drastic diets that can do more  
harm than good. Simply cutting 500 
calories a day can help the average 
person lose a pound per week if 

weight loss is a goal. 
Simple ways to trim 

calories are to 
choose skim 

milk over whole milk and choose low-calorie 
snacks.

· Cut down on alcohol consumption. 
Toasting to the future with a glass of wine 
may become rote in the months leading up to 
the wedding, but alcohol is a diuretic and a 
source of liquid calories. Alcoholic beverages 
dehydrate the body and cause it to hold onto 
water. When imbibing, stick to low-calorie 
cocktails like a vodka spritzer (60 to 80 calo-
ries) instead of a calorie-laden frozen  

margarita (300 calories).
Feeling and looking 
one’s best starts long 

before the wedding 
day. By making 

health a priority, 
couples can 
start their new 
lives together 
on healthy 

footing.

Feeling and looking 
one’s best starts long before 

the wedding day. 
By making health a priority, 

couples can start 
their new lives together 

on healthy footing. 

“Where everyone 
is a star”

We do 
updos for your 

“I dos”

466-5851
152 South Broadway, Geneva

www.stylingonbroadway.com
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Summer ap-
proaches with 
the promise of 
warm tempera-

tures. Weather is one 
reason why summer is 
such a popular season 
to tie the knot. But just 
because sunny skies 
and rising mercury are 
par for the course, that 
does not mean Mother 
Nature won’t invite her-
self to the festivities - 
and attempt to upstage 
happy couples in the 
process.

Some feel it’s good 
luck for couples to get 
rain on their wedding 
days, but many cou-
ples would trade in a 

little of that luck for 
clear skies. However, 
weather can be fickle, 
and couples who build 
contingency plans into 
their wedding festivities 
are much more likely 
to overcome inclement 
weather than couples 
without such plans.

· Have solutions for 
sun and heat. Couples 
don’t want their wed-
ding guests or bridal 
party members passing 
out due to heat exhaus-
tion. Make sure to offer 
shade if the ceremony 
or reception is outside. 
Stock the area with cold 
bottles of water or a 
chilled lemonade stand. 

Have fans and umbrel-
las available just in case 
guests need a way to 
protect themselves.

· Strong storms. 
Over the course of hot 

and humid days, storm 
clouds can develop and 
roll in. Afternoon thun-
derstorms are quite 
common on summer 
days. Accommodate for 
sudden downpours by 
hosting early luncheon 

receptions or ensure 
there is a plan B that 
includes a covered area. 
Couples can stash spare 
shoes or even rain 
slickers in a car to keep 

their wedding attire 
protected against rain 
as they dash between 
venues or take photos.

· Embrace the rain. 
Vivid skies with light-
ning or overcast days 
can make for unique 

and striking wedding 
photography. Couples 
needn’t look at the 
downside of rain, but 
rather they should see 
opportunities for one-
of-a-kind memories.

· Keep a generator 
on standby. Storms 
may knock out power. 
Some reception halls or 
banquet facilities may 
have their own backup 
power, but be sure to 
address how power 
outages are handled.

· Plan for wind. 
Coastal outdoor wed-
dings present beautiful 
backdrops for wed-
dings. But being near 
the shore may mean 

accepting windy con-
ditions. Tie down tents 
and use weights to keep 
wedding programs 
or other papers from 
catching a current. The 
bride and her wedding 
party should opt for 
free-flowing tresses 
so they needn’t worry 
about intricate updos 
coming undone.

· Maintain a sense of 
humor. It’s impossible 
to predict wedding day 
weather, but staying 
calm, going with the 
flow and laughing at 
things they can’t con-
trol can help couples 
make memories that 
last a lifetime.

Overcome wedding weather obstacles

Some feel it’s good luck 
for couples to get rain on their 

wedding days, but many couples 
would trade in a little of that luck 

for clear skies.

We’re here to make all your 
wedding dreams come true!

Decorations to Floral and 
everything in between!

Stop in and see what we 
can do for you!

Designs by Bernie
Wedding Coordinator

440-812-4790  
designsbybernie@gmail.com

Capitena’s Floral, LLC
5440 Main Avenue, Ashtabula

440-992-4484
capitenasfloral.com

Wear Your
Best Smile
The happiest day of your life deserves 
your brightest, most beautiful smile. 
Contact us today and get that 
picture-perfect smile you’ve always 
wanted in time for your big day!

Dental Group of Jefferson
Dr r. Michael Rodriguez

440-576-7040
www.dentalgroupofjefferson.com

FREE Exam
& X-Rays
with a routine cleaning
For new patients without insurance.
Some restrictions may apply.
Call our offi ce for more details.
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