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C
ompacted soil 
can result from 
any number of 
activities, includ-

ing walking on a lawn. 
When soil on a lawn 
is compacted, grass 
roots might not receive 
the water, oxygen and 
nutrients they need 
to grow in strong. The 
can lead to weak lawns 
that are vulnerable to 
various issues. Howev-
er, homeowners need 
not avoid their lawns 
to prevent soil compac-
tion. Rather, learning to 
recognize signs of soil 
compaction and paying 
special attention to 
heavily trafficked areas 
of the yard can help 
homeowners identify 
the problem early and 
address it before grass 
begins to suffer. 

Cooperative Exten-
sion, which is support-
ed by the United States 
Department of  
Agriculture and the 
National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture, 
notes that the following 
are some sign potential 
indicators of compacted 
soil.

• Hard soil: Soil that 
is difficult, if not impos-
sible, to penetrate with 
a shovel is likely com-
pacted. Even healthy 
soil is sometimes 
resistant to penetration, 
but if homeowners put 
some muscle into their 
efforts to penetrate 
the soil and still can’t 
do so, then the soil is 
compacted.

• Standing water: 
Water standing on top 
of soil for a long time 
is doing so because 
the soil is likely so 
compacted that the 
water, which roots need 
to thrive, cannot get 
through.

• Excessive water 
runoff: Runoff occurs 
when watering lawns. 
But if nearly all of the 

water intended for 
the lawn and the soil 
beneath it is seemingly 
being diverted away 
from the grass, then 
that means the water 
cannot get through to 
the soil or that so little 

is getting through that 
the lawn’s health is in 
jeopardy. 

• Loss of vegetation 
or poor plant growth: 
Compacted soil pre-
vents water, nutrients 
and oxygen from 

accessing the root zone. 
As a result, plants, 
including trees, are vul-
nerable to disease and 
even death.

• Surface crust: Sur-
face crust, which blocks 
oxygen and water from 
penetrating the soil and 
tends to inflict areas 

like footpaths and play-
grounds due to heavy 
foot traffic, contrib-
utes to runoff and soil 
erosion.  

Compacted soil is rel-
atively simple to fix. But 
when untreated, com-
pacted soil can threaten 
lawns, plants and other 
vegetation.

Five ways to tell if  your soil might be compacted

Compacted soil can threaten lawns, plants and other vegetation.

Know the signs

When soil on a lawn is compacted, grass roots might not receive 
the water, oxygen and nutrients they need to grow in strong. 

The can lead to weak lawns that are vulnerable to various issues.
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XT1™ LT42"
LAWN TRACTOR

• 18 HP†† Cub Cadet-certified Kohler® 5400
Series single OHV engine

• 42" heavy-duty mowing deck delivers the
Cub Cadet Signature Cut™

  STARTING AT:

$1,799*

Ultima™ ZT1 54"
ZERO-TURN RIDER WITH FABRICATED DECK

• 24 HP†† Cub Cadet-certified Kohler® KT
7000 Series V-Twin OHV engine

• 54" AeroForce™ fabricated steel mowing
deck

  STARTING AT:

$3,099*

LOUDERMILK TRACTOR & CYCLE

RT45

ASHTABULA, OHIO44004

www.loudermilks.net

440-969-1211

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

*Product Price – Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models
subject to limited availability. Specifications and programs are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit
specifications.†† As rated by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross horsepower at 3600 RPM per SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer. **See
your local Cub Cadet Independent Dealer for warranty details. © 2018 Cub Cadet2017_2PV_3X8

• Garden Seeds

• Onion Sets

• Vegetable Plants

• Flowers

8023 South Depot Road
Saybrook | Ashtabula
440-969-1312

Sat 8:30-3 • Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30 • Sun 10-3

SAYBROOK 

FEED & GARDEN 


