
August 10th-15th

Harness Racing
Thurs. & Fri. 11:30 am

Koi Drag Racing
Thursday 7:00 pm

Rodeo Bulls, Broncs, Barrels
Friday 7:30 pm

Truck & Tractor Pull
Sunday 6 pm

Jungle Terry
Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sun.

6:00 pm

Demolition
Derby

Wednesday
&

Saturday
7:30 pm

Ashtabula

175th

YEAR
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BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

JEFFERSON — After a 
year when the fair was 
scaled back because of 
a pandemic, six days of 
fun will start Tuesday 
at the Ashtabula Coun-
ty fairgrounds.

It’s the 175th 
Ashtabula County Fair 
and organizers prom-
ise it will be packed 
with more shows, food, 
music, exhibits, animals 

and contests than ever 
before.

While the fair offers 
the agricultural commu-
nity a chance to show-
case its best animals, 
goods and talents, there 
also will be two demo-
lition derbies, two days 
of harness racing, as 
well as a youth parade, 
a rodeo and modified 
tractor and truck pulls.

Fair-goers will find 
a newly refurbished 
grandstand, a renovated 

Expo Center, a resur-
faced midway and a 
new pole barn.

After successfully 
adding a second day 
of harness racing three 
years ago, the fair board 
decided to go with it 
again.

“We’ll have harness 
racing Thursday and 
Friday, post time 11:30 
a.m.,” said Sue Stock-
well, fair board member 
and race secretary. 
“There will be several 

races a day, and pa-
ri-mutual wagering.”

Other fair attractions 
will include a rooster 
crowing contest, a frog 
jump, a 4-H fashion 
show, contests for 
children, horse shows, 
barnyard Olympics, his-
torical items on display 
in the log cabin and 
hundreds of 4-H animal 
projects — horses, min-
iature horses, rabbits, 
goats, chickens, ducks, 
pigs, steers, dairy cows 
and more.

A market livestock 
sale will be held at 10 
a.m. Saturday in front 
of the grandstands 
where hundreds of 
bidders are expected to 

buy the market animal 
projects.

Free shows this year 
include Max Power — 
a 9-feet tall robotic 
entertainer, as well as 
the Ready Go Dog Show, 

Cracker Jack the Clown 
and Company, Jungle 
Terry and the Rex and 
Dana Comedy and Mag-
ic show.

The Barnard Enter-
tainment Pavilion Stage 
on the back midway 
will play host to local 
bands from 6-10 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.

Members of the 
Ashtabula County Hol-
stein Club will serve the 
club’s signature milk-
shakes, ice cream and 
cheese sandwiches.

Members of the 
Plymouth Grange will 
offer burgers, hot 
dogs and pie, while 
the Jefferson Grange 
will serve up its fa-
mous roast beef, gravy 
and mashed potatoes 
dinners, plus hamburg-
ers, fish sandwiches, 
hot dogs, pies and 
more. Both granges 
will be open for break-
fast, lunch and dinner.

STAR BEACON FILE

Ashtabula County Fair will offer a variety of carnival rides during its six-day run, 
starting Tuesday, Aug. 10. 

The full fair
and then some

175th Ashtabula County event begins Tuesday

SEE FAIR, 4

‘We’ll have 
harness racing 
Thursday and 

Friday, post time 
11:30 a.m. There 

will be several 
races per day, 

and pari-mutual 
wagering.’
Sue Stockwell

Ashtabula County Fair Board 
member and race secretary

Carol’s Corner 
Child Care

AND LEARNING CENTER

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” Contract with Ashtabula and Lake County Job and Family Services

 Ages 6 weeks to 12 years
 State Licensed
 Before and aft er school program
 Step up to Quality - Four Star

 CACFP
 Preschool/Child Care inclusive
 Developmentally appropriate curriculum
 Breakfast, hot lunches and snacks included

Open 
6AM to 

6PM

440-466-7040
82 Eastwood Street Geneva, OH 44041 • Fax: 440-466-8317

www.carolscornerchildcare.net
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TUESDAY, AUG. 10
Sponsor of the Day

Ashtabula County Nursing and 
Rehab Center

SENIOR CITIZENS DAY — ages 
62 and over

$1 admission to grounds all 
day

9 a.m.
• Flag raising at grandstand
• Jr. Fair Saddle Horse/ 
Jumping - Saddle Horse 

Arena
• Jr. Fair Poultry Show & 
Showmanship - Kaszar 
Show Barn
• Jr. Fair Dairy Steer Show - 
Kaszar Show Barn
• Dairy Beef Feeder Show - 
Kaszar Show Barn

10 a.m.
• Jr. Fair Sheep Show - MAC 
Arena

11 a.m. 
• Bicycle Decorating & 
Races & Sack Races - 
grandstand

Noon
• Jr. Fair Equine Flag 
Ceremony Ceremony & 
Crowning of Equine Royalty 
- Saddle Horse Arena
• Following ceremony Jr. 
Fair Equine Project Judging/
Showmanship

1 p.m.
• Ashtabula County 
Commissioners meeting - 
Expo Center
• Frog Jumping Contest - 
Grandstand
• Jr. Fair Market Goat Show - 
MAC Arena

2:30 p.m. 
• Jr. Fair Alpaca & Llama 
Show - Draft Horse Ring

4 p.m.
• Draft Horse Driving 
Competition - Saddle Horse 
Complex

5:30 p.m.
• Royal Court Crowning & 
Youth Parade - grandstand

6 p.m.
• Thunder Creek Band per-
forms in Barnard Pavilion

7 p.m. 
• 4-H Sewing, Food, Nutrition 
and General Projects Awards - 
Expo Center

7:30 p.m.
• 4-H Style Review- Expo 
Center Stage

8:30 p.m.
• Jr. Fair Barnyard Olympics, 
free grandstand show
 

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 11
Sponsor of the Day

Trumbull Ashtabula Plant
FAMILY DAY

Kids 14 and under admitted free to 
grounds all day.

All day ride pass: $5
9 a.m.

• Jr. Fair Horse Project 
Judging - Saddle Horse Arena
• Market Poultry Show & 
Showmanship - Kaszar Show 
Barn
• Jr. Fair Dairy Judging 
By Breed, Jr. Fair Dairy 
Showmanship -Kaszar Show 
Barn

10 a.m.
• Draft Horse Halter Classes - 
Draft Horse Ring
• Find Pennies in Sawdust - 
Grandstand

11 a.m. to noon
• Kids Drawing Contest 
(entries) - Expo Center

1 p.m.
• Kids Drawing awards - Expo 
Center
• Egg and Spoon Race - 
Grandstand

2 p.m.
• Water Balloon Toss - 
Grandstand

3 p.m.
• Jr. Fair Swine Weight 
Classes & Showmanship - 
MAC Arena

6 p.m.
• Jr. Fair Rabbit and Cavy 
Showmanship - Kaszar Show 
Barn
• ZZO Band performs in 
Barnard Pavilion
• Drawing for six bicycles - 
Registration Tent Race Horse 
Barns

6:30 p.m.
• Poultry Awards - Expo 
Center
• Power Wheels - Grandstand

7:30 p.m. 
• DEMOLITION DERBY, $5 
admission to grandstand, $10 
for pit area
• Lowe’s Crafts for Kids —
Times to be announced
 

THURSDAY, AUG. 12
Sponsor of the Day Gazette 

Newspapers
VETERANS APPRECIATION DAY

Veterans free admission to 
grounds all day with identification 

9 a.m. 
• Jr. Fair Horse Judging/ 
Gaming,Trail, Extreme 
Cowboy & Extra Classes - 
Saddle Horse Arena

10 a.m.
• Draft Horse Farm Team 
Hitch Class & Log Pull - Draft 
Horse Ring
• Jr. Fair Goat Show/Harness 
& Pack Goat Show - MAC 
Arena
• Rooster Crowing Contest - 
Barnard Pavilion
• Open Class Beef Show - 
Kaszar Show Barn

11:30 a.m.
• Harness Racing & Pari-
Mutuel Wagering - Grandstand

1 p.m. 

• Junior FairBeef Breeding 
Show - Kaszar Show Barn

2 p.m.
• Jr. Fair Beef Feeder Show 
Showmanship & Weight Class 
- Kaszar Show Barn

4 p.m.
• Jr. Fair Beef Showmanship - 
Kaszar Show Barn

5 p.m.
• Flyover/Salute to Veterans 
over the grandstand

6 p.m.
• Jr. Fair Steer Show - Kaszar 
Show Barn
• Jr. Fair Rabbit and Cavy 
Show - MAC Arena
• High Horse Band performs in 
Barnard Pavilion

7 p.m.
• KOI DRAG RACING, free 
grandstand show
$10 pit area
 

FRIDAY, AUG. 13
Sponsor of the Day University 
Hospitals Geneva & Conneaut

SENIOR CITIZENS DAY for ages 
62 and over

$1 admission to grounds all day
9 a.m.

• Jr. Fair Horse Pleasure 
Show - Saddle Horse Arena

9:30 a.m.
• Dairy Pee Wee Show - 
Kaszar Show Barn

10 a.m.
• Dairy All Breeds Open Class 
Show - Kaszar Show Barn

11:30 a.m.
• Harness Racing & Pari-
Mutuel Wagering - Grandstand

1 p.m.
• Small Animal Costume 
Contest - MAC Arena

4:30 p.m.
• Draft Horse Hitch Classes - 
Saddle Horse Arena

7 p.m.
• Plan B performs in Barnard 
Pavilion

7:30 p.m. 
• RODEO, BULLS, BRONCS 
& BARRELS — $5 admission 
to grandstand

8 p.m. 
• Canter Gaming — Saddle 
Horse Arena
 

SATURDAY, AUG. 14
Sponsor of the Day Berkshire 

Hathaway/The Rick Furmage Team
9 a.m. 

• Jr. Fair Horse Versatility - 
Saddle Horse Arena

10 a.m.
• Open Class Goat Show - 
Kaszar Show Barn

10 a.m. 
• Market Livestock Sale - 
Grandstand

11 a.m.
• Jr. Fair Horse Walk Trot 
Gaming - Saddle Horse Arena

4 p.m.
• Jr. Fair Dog Awards - Expo 
Center

4:30 p.m. 
• Draft Horse Hitch Classes - 
Saddle Horse Arena

6:30 p.m.
• Power Wheels - Grandstand

7 p.m.
• Rough Cut Band performs at 
Barnard Pavilion

7:30 p.m.
• DEMOLITION DERBY, $5 
admission to grandstand

9 p.m. 
• Jr. Fair Fun Horse Show - 
Saddle Horse Arena
 

SUNDAY, AUG. 15
Sponsor of the Day Robinson 

Equipment
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Truck Show - Racetrack
11 a.m.

• Stock Tractor / Stock 4x4 
Pull - Grandstand
• MAC Awards - MAC Arena

• Jr. Fair Equine Awards 
Ceremony - Horse Pavilion & 
Arena

Noon to 5 p.m.
• Agriculture Adventure 
Scavenger Hunt - Jr. Fair 
Board Office

1 p.m.
• NKTPA Kiddie Tractor Pull 
Registration - by Grange 
Building
• 4-H Cloverbud Graduation - 
MAC Arena

2 p.m.
• Kiddie Tractor Pull - by 
Grange Building
• Jr. Fair Super Showman 
Contest 

6 p.m.
• MODIFIED TRACTOR/4x4 & 
SEMI PULLS - $5 admission 
to grandstand, $10 to track 
and pit area

10 p.m.
• Fair closes 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION
• Regular admission is $8, 
children ages 4 and younger 
get in free every day. 
• Rides by Lisko Amusements 
are free with the daily $8 
admission ticket. Live pony 
rides cost extra.
• With any passes or special 
admissions, a wristband is 
needed to ride the rides and 
are $5.
• The rides by Lisko 
Amusements will be open 
1-5 p.m. and 6-11 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday; 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and 6-11 p.m. 
Wednesday; 1-5 p.m. and 6 
p.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, and 1-5 p.m. and 
6-10 p.m. Sunday.
• For more information, visit 
ashtabulafair.com or call 440-
576-7626.

EVENT SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE       || 

Cracker Jack the Clown 
and Company, Jungle 
Terry and the Rex and 
Dana Comedy and Mag-
ic show.

The Barnard Enter-
tainment Pavilion Stage 
on the back midway 
will play host to local 
bands from 6-10 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.

Members of the 
Ashtabula County Hol-
stein Club will serve the 
club’s signature milk-
shakes, ice cream and 
cheese sandwiches.

Members of the 
Plymouth Grange will 
offer burgers, hot 
dogs and pie, while 
the Jefferson Grange 
will serve up its fa-
mous roast beef, gravy 
and mashed potatoes 
dinners, plus hamburg-
ers, fish sandwiches, 
hot dogs, pies and 
more. Both granges 
will be open for break-
fast, lunch and dinner.

SEE FAIR, 4

Ashtabula County
440-998-4747

Lake & Geauga 
Counties

440-942-8548

Erie, PA
814-835-0707
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Fresh made lemon-
ade, doughnuts, steak 
on a stick, French Fries, 
pizza, peanuts, pop-
corn, homemade fudge, 
candy apples, waffl es, 
barbecue chicken and 
lots more will be on 
sale from vendors.

Regular admission 
is $8, children ages 4 
and younger get in free 
every day. Rides by 
Lisko Amusements are 
free with the daily $8 
admission ticket. Live 
pony rides cost extra.

Grandstand shows 
cost $5, paid at the 
grandstand, except the 
Barnyard Olympics and 
KOI Drag Racing are 
free.

With any passes or 
special admissions, a 
wristband is needed to 

ride the rides and are 
$5.

The rides will be open 
1-5 p.m. and 6-11 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday; 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
6-11 p.m. Wednesday; 
1-5 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 
11 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday, and 1-5 p.m. and 
6-10 p.m. Sunday.

Senior citizens, ages 
62 and older, get in 
for $1 on Tuesday and 
Friday.

Veterans get in free 
on Thursday with prop-
er identifi cation.

On Family Day 
(Wednesday) children 
ages 14 and younger 
get in free all day, but 
must buy an all-day 
ride pass for $5 to ride 
any rides.

For more information, 
visit ashtabulafair.com 
or call 440-576-7626.

FAIR: 175th event
begins Tuesday

FROM PAGE 2

WWW.STARBEACON.COM/APP-DOWNLOADS

Want To 
Read Us 
on the Go

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

JEFFERSON — Mr. Cracker Jack and 
Company plan to bring the 175th 
Ashtabula County Fair to life with a 
magic show and balloon creations.

Fair Board members guaran-

tee Cracker Jack will be the talk of 
the fair, providing glitter tattoos, face 
painting and costumed characters for 
kids of all ages.

Fairgoers also will fi nd the follow-
ing free shows at the fair:

• MAX POWER & NITRO — Power 
up with Max Power, a -9-feet tall robot 

with LED lighting. Max walks, talks 
and  dances to music from his very 
own sound system while interacting 
with people. Max is available for pho-
tos. Look for Max on the midway in 
his custom-made mini monster truck.

• READY GO DOG SHOW — Ameri-
ca’s favorite Frisbee dogs will delight 

fairgoers with their tricks and dives.
• REX AND DANA — Get set for a 

little magic and a lot of family fun 
with these two guys.

• JUNGLE TERRY — The local 
animal show is slated for 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Sunday at the entertainment tent.

Clowns, dogs, magic, Jungle Terry and a giant robot

4707 State Rd. Ashtabula
992-9181 • 1-800-992-9181

Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m. • Evenings & Saturdays by Appointment
www.weathersealco.com

NAT-31751-1
Enjoy Summer Like Never Before

See us for the best 
awnings under the sun…
fabric or aluminum, 
retractable or �xed.

A covered patio offers a 
shady retreat where 
you’ll love to spend time 
with family and friends.

For year round comfort, 
nothing beats a sunroom. 
It’s like adding an entire new 
room to your home.

—Serving Ashtabula County for Three Generations Since 1941—

Signature
   Series

Reduce your energy costs and pay 
back your investment quickly with 
energy ef�cient Seaway Windows

Ask About Our
Insulglaze 700 Triple 

Pane Upgrade.

Entry Doors
Fiberglass or Steel

Wood Grains or Painted

CALL ABOUT OUR
FAIR SPECIAL!

SEE US FOR: Retractable & Fixed Awings • Patio Tops • Entry Doors • Storm Protections • Vinyl Siding
Vinyl Replacement Windows • 3 & 4 Season Sunrooms • Vinyl Decking & Railing
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Clowns, dogs, magic, Jungle Terry and a giant robot

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

JEFFERSON — If you 
longed for deep-fried 
Oreos, elephant ears 
and steak on a stick 
last summer, you are 
not alone. A scarcity of 
concessions during the 
pandemic meant a year 
without cotton candy, 
snow cones, homemade 
fudge and candy apples 
for most folks who 
love to go to the fair.

County fairs were 
not spared from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
and fair food vendors 
saw their business 
squelched in the pro-
cess. But not this year. 

The Ashtabula 
County Fair, slated for 
Tuesday through Sun-
day, will provide pure 
unadulterated joy that 
comes with devouring 
a fried bite of some-
thing under the hot 
August sun. 

“I’m looking forward 
to sampling many 
of the fair foods,” 
Ashtabula County Com-
missioner Casey Kozlo-
wski said. “Some of my 
favorites include fair 

fries, gyros and some 
fried vegetables.”

Kozlowski hopes to 
see many of his con-
stituents at the fair.

Commissioner J.P. 
Ducro IV said he al-
ways takes home a bag 
of french waffl es.

“My mom never miss-
es cheese on a stick 
from Father Miller,” he 
said.

Here’s a list of some 

of the culinary delights 
to be found at the 
fair: Tacos in a bag of 
Doritos, nachos, funnel 
cake, ice cream, waffl es 
topped with powdered 
sugar, burgers, hot 
dogs, popcorn, pizza, 
doughnuts, milkshakes, 
fried cheese, deep fried 
cheesecake, barbecue 
chicken, Italian sausage 
sandwiches, fresh lem-
onade and more.

STAR BEACON FILE PHOTO

All of folks’ favorite fair food returns with the Ashtabula County Fair, slated for 
Aug. 10-15 in Jefferson. 

All your fair food favorites are back

440-964-7878

CELEBRATING
34 YEARS!

 State Licensed      OH Lic#26352    Bonded & Insured

Mon-sat: 9:00a - 6:00p
Sunday: 9:00a - 5:00p

HICKORY-SMOKED MEATS • RETAIL FREEZER MEATS
CUSTOM MEAT PROCESSING • DAIRY & PRODUCE

TRUMBULL LOCKER PLANT

MARK KOVACIC
3393 State Route 534
Rock Creek. Ohio 44084
www.trumbull-locker.com

Phone: (440) 474-4631
Fax No: (440) 474-4231

info@trumbull-locker.com
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JEFFERSON — Many 
folks yearn for the 
good old days of the 
Ashtabula County Fair.

In a village known 
for being the county 
seat with its historic 
courthouse, century 
homes and train depot, 
the memories aren’t far 
off.

This year, the log cab-
in, the oldest building 
on the fairgrounds, will 
pay tribute to the Jeffer-
son Depot, said Debbie 
Platt, Ashtabula County 
Fair Board member.

“We will have toys, 
an old iron, egg beater, 
posters, maybe an old 

hymnal — odds and 
ends from each build-
ing at the depot,” said 

Lori Brown, a member 
of the Jefferson Depot. 
“I ant to have some 

sorts of interaction with 
kids.”

Built in 1915, the log 

cabin was built in mem-
ory of early pioneers, 
starting a tradition 

of showing antiques 
and fair memorabilia 
inside.

“Stop in to the log 
cabin at the county fair 
this year to see some 
exceptional examples 
of Ashtabula County 
history,” Brown said.

The fair starts Tues-
day and runs through 
Sunday, Aug. 15 at the 
fairgrounds in Jeffer-
son.

Daily single admis-
sion is $8 for ages 5 
and older, and includes 
a wrist band for free 
rides (except pony 
rides).

Admission for chil-
dren ages 4 and young-
er is free every day. 
Ride bands are $5.

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Historic log cabin a must-see stop at the fair

SHELLEY TERRY | STAR BEACON

The historic log cabin, the oldest building on the Ashtabula County fairgrounds, is a must-see stop at the fair, 
which begins Tuesday and runs through Sunday, Aug. 15.

COURTNEY 
SOWRY

ENERGY.
DRIVE.

DEVOTION.
TONI

NODAY-KRAGER

TRACI
NAGY

VICTORIA
TAYLOR

MEGHANN
STELL

CLORICE DLUGOS
440-812-2542
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JEFFERSON — Most 
people don’t wake up to 
the crowing of a roost-
er. For those folks who 
wish they could, there’s 
still time to get a ring-
side seat to the

Ashtabula County 
Fair’s Rooster Crowing 
Contest, where roosters 
usually have no trouble 
mustering a song.

The fun begins at 10 
a.m. Thursday in the 
Barnard Pavilion. The 
contest draws quite a 
crowd year after year 
and goes something like 
this:

For 30 minutes, about 
a dozen of the county’s 
best roosters crow in 
an attempt to earn 
their human counter-

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Roosters give fair-goers a lot to crow about
JEFFERSON — The Grange 

and Floral buildings at the 
Ashtabula County fairgrounds 
have seen a lot of visitors in the 
past 100 years.

The history of the Grange 
Building and the octagon Floral 
Building will be celebrated Aug. 
10-15 at the 175th Ashtabula 
County Fair.

Jefferson Historical Society 
members Norma Waters and 
Barbara Hamilton have spent 
many hours searching through 
century-old documents to 
authenticate the age of the 
buildings.

“The grounds were used for 
a Civil War camp. We know the 
office was the infirmary and the 
fences were used as firewood,” 
Hamilton said. “But we could 

not authenticate the buildings 
through documentation.”

Waters and her late husband, 
Dr. Richard Waters, read boxes 
and boxes of old documents. 
They found an 1897 supple-
ment on sites in Jefferson, and 
the two buildings were on a 
map. 

“Here we have our written 
evidence that these two build-
ings are at least 124 years old,” 
Hamilton said.

The Grange and Floral build-
ings have been a showplace 
and a place of pride for county 
residents since the earliest fair 
days.

“There is a sense of pride and 
accomplishment in seeing your 
flowers, flora arrangements, 
canned goods, garden goods 
and more on display at the 
county fair,” Waters said. “They 
are a treasure.”

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

History comes alive at Grange and Floral buildings

STAR BEACON FILE PHOTO

The historical Floral Building at the Ashtabula County fairgrounds has been a source of pride 
for more than 124 years.

ALL-PRIVATE ROOMS
On-Site Dialysis and Ventilator Unit

24/7 Professional Skilled Nursing  
Physical, Speech & Occupational Therapies 

24 - Hour Respiratory Therapist 
Short-Term Rehab • WiFi Access 

Flat Screen TVs • Customized Meal Plans
5-STAR FACILITY

486 South Main Street  Andover, OH 44003  440.293.5416 
AndoverVillageSNR.com
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JEFFERSON — Most 
people don’t wake up to 
the crowing of a roost-
er. For those folks who 
wish they could, there’s 
still time to get a ring-
side seat to the

Ashtabula County 
Fair’s Rooster Crowing 
Contest, where roosters 
usually have no trouble 
mustering a song.

The fun begins at 10 
a.m. Thursday in the 
Barnard Pavilion. The 
contest draws quite a 
crowd year after year 
and goes something like 
this:

For 30 minutes, about 
a dozen of the county’s 
best roosters crow in 
an attempt to earn 
their human counter-

part a prize ranging 
from 50-cents to $5. 
Only one rooster is 
permitted in each cage. 
A judge is assigned to 
each rooster to tally 
the number of times 
the bird crows in 30 
minutes after the cages 
are uncovered. Roosters 
may be any breed, any 
age.

In the past, the fair 
has produced many 
great crowers, includ-
ing the record-setting 
rooster, “General Lee,” 

entered by James 
Matthews. The General 
crowed 130 times in 
2004 — a fair record.

In 2007, Little Jerry 
Seinfeld, a banti-cross 
rooster owned by Abi-
gail Mann of Jefferson, 
stretched his neck and 

crowed 82 times in 30 
minutes. A comedian of 
sorts, Little Jerry kept 
the crowd chuckling 
with his loud, zany 
crows, but couldn’t 
quite pull off 130 crows 
to unseat the General.

Strategies to win the 

competition include 
covering the roosters 
until just before the 
contest, tricking the 
roosters into thinking 
it’s morning when the 

cover is lifted. Contes-
tants aren’t allowed to 
touch the roosters or 
its cage, but they can 
verbally cheer them on. 

“You never know who 
is going to do all the 
talking when we have 
more than a dozen 
roosters competing,” 
said the late Everett 
Helfer, who served as 
the master of ceremo-
nies that year. “This has 
gotten to be an interest-
ing part of the fair.”

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Roosters give fair-goers a lot to crow about
‘You never know who is going to do all the talking 

when we have more than a dozen roosters competing. 
This has gotten to be an interesting 

part of the fair.’
The late Everett Helfer
Served as master of ceremonies

Meat Specials • All Natural Pork
USDA Grade A Chicken • USDA Choice Beef
Deli Meats...Hot Food Specials!!

Store Made
Rope Style
Italian or Bulk
Sausage

Fresh Hot or Mild, Family Pack

Beer & wine
In-Store
Bakery

Deli Specials

Andover Sparkle Market
97 Public Square, Andover, OH 44003
Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 8am-8pm • Sunday 8am-6pm

SUNDAY
Beer & Wine

Sales

Ohio State Liquor Store
Inside Andover Sparkle Market

Mon-Sat 10am-6pm

Andover Sparkle Market

Award
Winning
Pies!

20 North Chestnut Street
Jefferson, Ohio

440-576-1977
Mon & Tues 6am-3pm
Wed-Sat 6am-7:30pm

Sunday 7am-2pm

CATTLE • HOGS
LAMBS

HALVES • FRONTS • HIND QUARTERS

CALL AND ASK ABOUT OUR MOBILE BBQ UNIT.
WE CAN BBQ FOR YOU AT YOUR LOCATION OR
PICKUP COOKED AND READY-TO-EAT BBQ!!

LIVESTOCK HAULING
CURING & SMOKING

COMPLETE PROCESSING 
DONE AT ONE LOCATION 
IN CHERRY VALLEY, OHIO

WE CARRY A 
FULL LINE OF 

RETAIL MEAT CUTS

4345 Piper Road, Dorset, Ohio

CHERRY VALLEY
Slaughtering & Processing

(440) 293-7832
Sentinel Rd.
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DIRECTION CARD

CATTLE • HOGS
LAMBS

HALVES • FRONTS • HIND QUARTERS

CALL AND ASK ABOUT OUR MOBILE BBQ UNIT.
WE CAN BBQ FOR YOU AT YOUR LOCATION OR
PICKUP COOKED AND READY-TO-EAT BBQ!!

LIVESTOCK HAULING
CURING & SMOKING

COMPLETE PROCESSING 
DONE AT ONE LOCATION 
IN CHERRY VALLEY, OHIO

WE CARRY A 
FULL LINE OF 

RETAIL MEAT CUTS

4345 Piper Road, Dorset, Ohio

CHERRY VALLEY
Slaughtering & Processing

(440) 293-7832
Sentinel Rd.

Rt. 6

R
t.

 1
1

R
t.

 1
9
3

P
ip

er
 R

d

Mill Rd.

N

S
EW

HOURS:
Daily 8-5, Sat. 8-12

Closed Sun.
WE ACCEPT

DIRECTION CARD



10 — Ashtabula County Fair  Star Beacon, Saturday, August 7, 2021

Summertime brings 
with it the Ashtabu-
la County Fair. From 
livestock shows to the 
thrill of carnival rides, 
many childhood mem-
ories are made at the 
fairgrounds.

As you read the fol-
lowing stories, imagine 
your own county fair 
experiences.

Erica Elliott, 58, of 
Plymouth Township did 
not go to the fair until 
she was an adult but 
she always enjoys eat-
ing elephant ears and 
watching the demolition 

derby. For years, she 
dreamed of building a 
derby car and going up 
against male competi-
tors.

“My father, husband 
and myself all worked 
on a car for months 
to make it safe for me 

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

Readers share 
Ashtabula County Fair 

memories

SEE READERS, 11

STAR BEACON FILE PHOTO

Erica Elliott, of Plymouth Township, has fond memories of the demolition derby at 
the Ashtabula County Fair.
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to take to the derby,” 
she said. “Although 
I was out of the race 
quick, I would never 
change that night. My 
father told me he was 
proud of me for going 
up against the guys. To 
this day I have my car 
number, flag and ID tag 
I need to wear while in 
the infield. My husband 
even got me a little Hot 
Wheel car he painted to 
match my derby car to 
have as a memorial for 
my first ride.”

When Derby day  
arrived, Elliott said  
she was scared to 
death but didn’t tell her 
father. 

“Such good memo-
ries,” she said. “When 
I found my flag and 
band, tears filled my 
eyes of the good times 
I had with my dad, who 
I lost to cancer in 2004. 
This memory is the 
most precious of them 
all and he’s always with 
me.”

County Auditor David 
Thomas said he loved 
being in 4-H when he 

was a kid.
“Playing cards in the 

animal barn, having 
potlucks and being with 
friends and family while 
taking care of animals,” 
he said.

Karlee Stainfield,  
19, of Jefferson, said, 
“My best fair memory  
is getting food and  
lemonade and then 
pigging out in the air 
conditioning after the 
walk home. That was 
heaven.”

Stainfield also fondly 
recalls her rooster win-
ning second place in the 

rooster crowing contest 
a few years ago.

Connie Smith, 65, of 
Jefferson, likes watch-
ing her granddaughters 
having fun on all the 
rides.

“Looking at the Future 
Farmers of America stu-
dents made or rebuilt 
back in the day,” said 
Tim Gran, 66, of Jeffer-
son.

Jefferson resident, 
Michelle Mills, likes 
winning a blue ribbon 
for her artwork.

“Winning is always 
the best,” she said.

Rock Creek native 
Dennis Mead, 64, said, 
“Back in the day, it was 
fun just walking around 
and looking at stuff  
and trying to meet 
girls.”

Jefferson native, Te-
resa Herman, 64, liked 
working in the dunking 
booth for the fire de-
partment.

“I enjoyed seeing the 
farm animals as a kid,” 
said Alex Kolman, 30, 
of Geneva. 

Jesse Sharp, 64, of  
Jefferson, shared a 
memory — not a fa-

vorite memory, but a 
memory, he said.

“In junior high I 
spent my whole day’s 
worth of money try-
ing to win a fabulous 
prize by tossing metal 
washers in polished 
ash trays,” he said. “I 
was convinced the next 
washer would stay in 
the tray, even the guy 
running the booth tried 
to get me to give up 
but I knew better. Just 
as well. I learned early 
I wasn’t cut out to be 
a professional washer 
tosser.”

READERS: Folks share Ashtabula County Fair memories
FROM PAGE 10

THE CHEVY TRUCK LINEUP
The family of the most dependable, long-lasting
full-size pickups on the road.
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BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

JEFFERSON — The 
Ashtabula County Fair 
will feature competi-
tions of the biggest 
horses you’ll see at the 
fair. Each Percheron, 
Clydesdale and Belgian 
horse weighs about one 
ton and can stand more 
than 6 feet high.

Throughout the week, 
draft horse competi-
tions will be held at the 
Saddle Horse Complex 
and Draft Horse Ring 
on the west side of the 
fairgrounds. On Friday 
and Saturday, at 4:30 
p.m., fair-goers will be 
treated to draft horse 
hitch classes. The teams 
will march into the 
ring with the sounds of 

pounding hooves and 
clanging harnesses. 

The Rettingers, own-
ers of Whispery Pines 
Percherons in Kings-
ville, are looking for-
ward to bringing their 
famous Percherons 
to compete. The eight 
horses are all Percheron 
geldings and named 
Samson, Tony, Colt, 
Boomer, Candyman, 
Ace, Octane and Flash. 
The tallest horses, 
Boomer and Flash, are 
19.1 hands and a hand 
is 4 inches.

Sam Rettinger grew 
up with draft horses 
and his wife, Kellie, 
spent her childhood rid-
ing and showing Ameri-
can Quarter Horses.

“We met at the 
Ashtabula County Fair 

as children ages ago,” 
she said. “We both 
loved horses.”

The Rettingers have 
been together for 18 
years and married for 
eight years.

Nine years ago — 
again at the fair — the 
Rettingers met Dylan 
Loomis, also of Kings-
ville, who now plays a 
major role at Whispery 
Pines Percherons.

In January, Retting-
er’s Percheron horses 
appeared in the Perche-
ron Horse Association’s 
2021 calendar. In 2019, 
they were pictured on 
the cover the Ashtabula 
County Fair booklet. 
That picture was taken 
at the 2019 Equine 
Affaire in Columbus 
during the Fantasia 

show which is the mu-
sical celebration of the 
horse.

“Our horses are our 
pride and joy,” Kellie 
Rettinger said.

The Rettingers show 
their horses in hitch 
and riding classes at the 
Ashtabula County Fair 
and other events each 

year, such as the Equine 
Affaire. They also pro-
vide carriage rides for a 
variety of events.

It’s quite an operation 
and the Rettingers de-
pend on a crew of six to 
eight people who travel 
with them.

“It is truly a family 
affair,” she said. 

Sam Rettinger’s 
favorite event is the 
six-horse hitch, which 
took place in front of 
the grandstand at the 
2019 fair.

“I love every aspect 
of hitching,” he said. 
“But there is some-
thing special about the 
six-horse hitch.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF RETTINGER’S WHISPERING PINES

The Rettingers, owners of Whispery Pines Percherons in Kingsville, are looking 
forward to bringing their famous Percherons to compete.

• 1978: Matilda Sevon
• 1979: Edythe Dillon
• 1979: Pauline Leonard
• 1980: Ina Bloom
• 1980: Margaret Ticknor
• 1981: Clare Chapman
• 1981: Eudora Spellman
• 1982: Charles Ticknor
• 1983: Clarence Cole 
• 1984: Geraldine Jerome
• 1985: Dorothy Allen
• 1986: Dorthy Norton

• 1986: George Arnold
• 1987: Fred Sommers
• 1988: Shirley Case
• 1988: Frank Wilson
• 1988: Jim Hill
• 1989: Tom Cole
• 1989: Robert Burnett
• 1989: Virginia Seifert
• 1990: Cathy Gress
• 1991: Jack Evans
• 1992: Joyce Stokes
• 1993: Robert Baskey

• 1994: Al and Barb 
Craine

• 1995: Tom Murray
• 1996: Gordon Housel
• 1997: Michal Barnes
• 1998: Duane Cole
• 1999: Bernie Kranauer
• 2001:Ann Marrison
• 2002: Arthur and Mildred 

Betts
• 2003: Kathy Murray
• 2004: Dee Carlson

• 2005: Joe Bodnar
• 2006: Margie Berkey
• 2007: Jim and Seanna 

Butler
• 2008: Esther Benich
• 2009: Lauri Lautanen
• 2009: Dorothy Lautanen
• 2009: David Silva
• 2010: Sara Meredith
• 2010: Rick and Marcella 

Piper
• 2011:Wynn Wessell

• 2012: Linda Fee
• 2013: Debi Hurst
• 2014: Valerie Dunne
• 2015: Virginia March
• 2016: Brandy 

Hanusosky
• 2017: Kanda O’Dell
• 2018: Debbie Boggs
• 2019: Rob Jackam
• 2020: Bart Kanicki

EXCEPTIONAL 
SERVICE TO OHIO 4-H

• 53 YEARS: Ann 
Marrison

• 51 YEARS: Margie 
Berkey

• 51 YEARS: Ginny 
Seifert

• 50 YEARS: Sarah 
Hammers

• 45 YEARS: Michal 
Barnes

• 40 YEARS: Bernice 
Comp

ASHTABULA COUNTY 4-H HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES       || 

Tons 
of fun

Look for Rettinger’s Percheron horses
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Sam Rettinger’s 
favorite event is the 
six-horse hitch, which 
took place in front of 
the grandstand at the 
2019 fair.

“I love every aspect 
of hitching,” he said. 
“But there is some-
thing special about the 
six-horse hitch.”

The Royal Court will be crowned 
on Tuesday evening after the 
Youth Parade in front of the 
grandstand.

Rules for the 2021 Ashtabula 
County Junior Fair Royal Court:

• Each contestant must be a res-
ident of Ohio and a member of a 
specified Ashtabula County youth 
organization; 4-H, FFA, Girl Scouts, 
Boy Scouts, FHA, Farm Bureau 
Youth, or Grange Youth.

• King and Queen contestants 
must be between the ages of 15-18 

years of age as of Jan. 1 of the 
current fair year.

• Prince and Princess contes-
tants must be between the ages of 
12-14 years of age as of Jan. 1 of 
the current fair year.

• Contestants may not be mar-
ried, nor be the parent of a child.

• If between the ages of 16-19 
the Junior Fair Queen must enter 
the Ohio Fairs Queen Contest at 
the Ohio Fair Manager’s Asso-
ciation Convention after being 
crowned.

2021 Ashtabula County Fair 
Youth Parade, Royal Court

set for Tuesday night Blankenship Brown Campbell Darby Jones McElroy

L. Luce V. Luce Oskin Babb Baldwin

THE CANDIDATES AT A GLANCE       || 

QUEEN

FAITH BLANKENSHIP
• AGE: 18
• PARENTS: Stephanie Marous 

and Dennis Headley
• HOMETOWN: Jefferson 
• 4-H CLUB: Saybrook Raiders 
• SCHOOL: Youngstown State 

University
 

MIKENZIE BROWN
• AGE: 15
• PARENTS: Carrie Brown
• HOMETOWN: Jefferson
• 4-H CLUB: Denmark Pioneers 
SCHOOL: Jefferson Area High 

School
 

AUDREY CAMPBELL
• AGE: 15
• PARENTS: Michael Campbell 

and Chris Babb
• HOMETOWN: Andover
• 4-H CLUB: Beef-A-Teers
• SCHOOL: Pymatuning Valley
 

BRIDGET DARBY
• PARENTS: John and Ann 

Marie Darby

• HOMETOWN:  Jefferson
• 4-H CLUB: Barns and Buttons 

and Venture Crew 2223
• SCHOOL: Home school
 

RACHEL JONES
• AGE: 17
• PARENTS: Cliff and Shannon 

Jones
• HOMETOWN: Jefferson
• 4-H CLUB: Dusty Riders 
• SCHOOL: Home school
 

SOPHIA MCELROY
• AGE: 17
• PARENTS: Adam McEloy
• HOMETOWN: Orwell
• 4-H CLUB: Happy Hoppers
• SCHOOL: Trumbull County 

Technical Career Center
 

BROOKE MOTTLEY
• AGE: 18
• PARENTS: Shannon DeLaat
• HOMETOWN: Austinburg
• 4-H CLUB: City Slickers 
• SCHOOL: Thiel College
 

BROOKE MYERS
• AGE: 16

• PARENTS: Keith and Cheri 
Myers

• HOMETOWN: Conneaut
• 4-H CLUB: The Cutting Edge 
• SCHOOL: Home school
 

KAYCEE SAARI
• AGE: 15
• PARENTS: Jamie Cottle and 

Carl Saari
• HOMETOWN: Dorset
• 4-H CLUB: Denmark Pioneers 
• SCHOOL: Jefferson Area High 

School
 

HANNAH TALLBACKA
• AGE: 16
• PARENTS: Karla Kirkbride and 

Tim Tallbacka
• HOMETOWN: Ashtabula
• 4-H CLUB: Zoo Crew 
• SCHOOL: Edgewood High 

School

PRINCESS

KALENA KELNER
• AGE: 13
• PARENTS: Andrew and 

Kourtney Kelner

• HOMETOWN: Jefferson
• 4-H CLUB: Barns and Buttons 

and Sheffield Target Masters
• SCHOOL: Saint John School
 

LILLY LUCE
• AGE: 14
• PARENTS: William and 

Melissa Luce
• HOMETOWN: Andover
• 4-H CLUB: Country Bumpkins 
• SCHOOL: Pymatuning Valley 

High School
 

VIOLET LUCE
• AGE: 12
• PARENTS: William and 

Melissa Luce
• HOMETOWN: Andover
• 4-H CLUB: Country Bumpkins 
• SCHOOL: Pymatuning Valley 

Middle School
 

ALYSSA LONG
• AGE: 12
• PARENTS: Julie Crossley and 

Randy Long
• HOMETOWN: Dorset
• 4-H CLUB: Vaqueros 4-H Club
• SCHOOL: Braden Middle 

School
 

BAYLEE OSKIN
• AGE: 12
• PARENTS: Brandi Foster
• HOMETOWN: Jefferson
• 4-H CLUB: Dusty Riders 
• SCHOOL:  Jefferson Junior 

High School

PRINCE

GREGORY BABB
• AGE: 13
• PARENTS: Chris Babb and 

Michael Campbell
• HOMETOWN: Andover
• 4-H CLUB: Beef-A-Teers
• SCHOOL: Pymatuning Valley 

Middle School
 

CODY BALDWIN
• AGE: 12
• PARENTS: Harry and Deborah 

Baldwin II
• HOMETOWN: Ashtabula
• 4-H CLUB: Barns and Buttons 

and Amboy Sharp Shooters 
•  SCHOOL: Lakeside Junior 

High School

Mottley Myers Saari Tallbacka Kelner Long

ASHTABULA COUNTY 4-H HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES       || 
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Last Saturday, 
while standing in 
line at the fair-
grounds to enter 

my vegetables and fl ow-
ers in the fair, I struck 
up a conversation with 
two young girls donning 
4-H t-shirts ahead of me 
in line.

“Do you girls have an-
imals in 4-H?” I asked.

They said they did — 
rabbits.

“When I was in 4-H, 
I showed pigs and 
steers,” I said, making 
a funny face. 

They chuckled.
“Did you ever try to 

‘walk’ a pig or lead a 
steer on a leash?” I said. 
“It’s not easy, but they 
told us it builds char-
acter.”

Back in those days, 
and even today, the 
county fair is one of 
the highlights of my 
summer.  

When I was 12, I 
joined the Beef-A-Teers 
4-H Club with a Her-
eford steer I named 
Sancho after a Disney 
movie featuring a steer 
of the same name. San-
cho was a good steer. 
He was manageable — 
that is until the steer 
parade.

Back in the 1960s, 

somebody got the 
bright idea of hav-
ing 4-H’ers parade 
their steers in a line 
in front of the grand-
stand. Just as Sancho 
and I approached the 
grandstand, the specta-
tors started to applaud, 
scaring Sancho and he 
took off!

I don’t know why 
I didn’t let go of the 
leash, but I didn’t and 
Sancho dragged me 
on my stomach as we 
passed the grandstand. 
I fi nally let go and he 
ran off towards the 
west end exit of the 
fairgrounds. 

Luckily, a friend was 
working the gate and 
grabbed Sancho as he 
loped by. 

Despite the dragging 
incident, I loved Sancho 
and cried when I sold 
him at the market live-
stock sale. I refused to 
eat beef for a few weeks 
in protest.

The next year, I vowed 
not to get attached 
to my steers, Wilbur 
and Orville. Wilbur, a 
Hereford, was docile, 
but Orville, a Santa 
Gertrudis, was wide-
eyed and wild. Trying 
to tame him to lead was 
impossible. During our 
fi rst run on the farm 
he dragged me over the 
manure spreader fi lled 
with manure. 

Again, you ask, why 
didn’t I let go off the 
leash? I don’t know.

The next year, I 

switched to raising pigs 
for the fair. 

Again, I ask, “Did you 
ever try to walk a pig?”

The 4-H leaders 
taught us to use canes 
and try to keep the pig 
walking in a line be-
tween ourselves and the 
judge. Yeah, right. 

Other than being 
called, “Pig Woman,” by 
some of my smart-aleck 
classmates, it wasn’t so 
bad. The fi rst year, my 
Hampshire pig, Francis, 
won reserve champion. 

In 1973, when I was 
16, I did my part for 
women’s lib and en-
tered the tractor pull. I 
was the fi rst female to 
ever enter the pull and I 
won my division!  What 
fun. From then on, my 

smart-aleck classmates, 
including Hubby, called 
me “Tractor Girl,” 
which I liked better 
than “Pig Woman.”

These days, I look 
at the county fair as a 
reunion of old friends 
and an opportunity to 
make memories with 
Delightful Granddaugh-
ter. You don’t need 
to walk a pig, lead a 
wild steer or enter the 
tractor pull to go. Just 
enjoy the fair!

STAFF WRITER SHELLEY 
TERRY has gone from Pig 
Woman to Tractor Girl 
to Mom and Grandmaw. 
Faithful readers know which 
she likes best. Look for Terry 
at the fair and stop and say 
hello.

Tractors and cattle and pigs, oh my!

TERRY CLOTH ||
SHELLEY TERRY

WORKMASTER™ 255 SUB-COMPACT
RELIABLE, POWERFUL, EASY TO OPERATE

Visit our website for more info and comprehensive videos that tell you more about the New Holland Workmaster 25s or reach out to one of our sales professional to help you decide on the package that fits your needs the best. They can 
help you with pricing and financing option available. Visit us today at one of our 2 convenient location, Cortland and Conneaut Ohio and get your test ride visit us today.

6192 Warren Rd NE, Cortland, Ohio   330-924-2555 5042 Center Rd, Conneaut, Ohio   440-594-3216www.bortnick.com
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BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

ASHTABULA — The 
Ashtabula County Fair 
Board will express 
their condolences to 
the Helfer family with 
a tree planting in 
honor of longtime Fair 
Board member, Everett 
E. Helfer.

Helfer, 80, died 
Dec.10, 2020 at Car-
ington Park Care Cen-
ter, where he resided 
for the past two years.

The tree will be 
planted at the historic 
log cabin during the 
fair (date and time 
yet to be determined) 
as a living tribute to 
Helfer’s dedication to 
the fair, said Fair Board 
member Herb Waters.

Helfer served 18 
years on the Fair Board 
and as an honorary 
trustee after retire-

ment. He really enjoyed 
serving as master of 
ceremonies/ announcer 
at events at the fair, 
including the rooster 
crowing contest, frog 
jump, water balloon 
toss and bubble gum 
blowing contest. He 
was enthusiastic about 
keeping up the historic 
log cabin and fi lling it 
with interesting arti-
facts for the fair. He 
also planned special 
events and helped con-
struct a memorial for 
veterans outside the 
commercial building at 

the fairgrounds.
Daughter Roberta Ko-

bernik said her father 
was always committed 
to community service.

“He was on the fair 
board for a long, long 
time,” she said. “Be-
fore the Fair Board, 
he was chairman of 
the Covered Bridge 
Festival Committee. 
He was also president 
for Sheffi eld Volunteer 
Fire Department and 
served as an umpire 

for Jefferson Area Girls 
Softball games.”

Helfer was born May 
20, 1940 in Conneaut, 
and lived in Andover 
or Jefferson for most 
of his life. A 1958 
graduate of Andover 
High School, Helfer was 
a veteran of the U. S. 
Air Force serving from 
1959-1963. Everett was 
married to Betty L. 
Vines on Sept. 4, 1965 
in Conneaut. She died 
Jan. 14, 2017.

smart-aleck classmates, 
including Hubby, called 
me “Tractor Girl,” 
which I liked better 
than “Pig Woman.”

These days, I look 
at the county fair as a 
reunion of old friends 
and an opportunity to 
make memories with 
Delightful Granddaugh-
ter. You don’t need 
to walk a pig, lead a 
wild steer or enter the 
tractor pull to go. Just 
enjoy the fair!

STAFF WRITER SHELLEY 
TERRY has gone from Pig 
Woman to Tractor Girl 
to Mom and Grandmaw. 
Faithful readers know which 
she likes best. Look for Terry 
at the fair and stop and say 
hello.

Tree planted in Everett Helfer’s 
name will be rooted in his memory

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The late Everett Helfer, who served on the Ashtabula 
County Fair Board for many years, will be honored for 
his service with a special tree planting at the fair-
ground’s historic log cabin during the fair, slated for 
Aug. 10-15. 

‘He was on the Fair Board for a long, long time. 
Before the Fair Board, he wa chairman of the Covered 
Bridge Festival Committee. He was also president for 
Sheffi eld Volunteer Fire Department and served as an 

umpire for Jefferson Area Girls Softball games.’
Roberta Kobernik

Daughter of the late Everett Helfer

www.pizzajoes.com

We’re Talkin’ Tasty!

$2 OFF
Min. $15 purchase. Not valid with other offer/coupons.

Expires 9/30/2021

ANY
PURCHASE

Andover
Delivery Hours:

Mon.-Fri. 4pm-Close
Sat. & Sun. 11am-Close

Jefferson
Delivery Hours:
Sun. thru Sat.
11am-Close

Delivery Available
in Andover &

Jefferson
(5 Mile Radius)

Visit Our New Location 
100 S. Chestnut St., Jefferson

440-576-1111
Pick-up Window Available

310 East Main St.,
Andover

440-293-4778

LENOX EQUIPMENT CO.
3593 St. Rt. 46 South, 7 Miles South of  Jefferson, Ohio 44047

(440) 294-2900
www.lenoxequipment.com

 Aftermarket
Parts Dealer

For Case, Case IH, International &
David Brown Tractors & Equipment

Large in-stock parts inventory to fill your needs:
• Standard bolts & nuts, grades 5 & 8

• Metric bolts & nuts, over 400 In stock

• Hydraulic hoses made to order

• PTO Yokes, shafts & tubing

• Chains, sprockets, mix-match hubs & bearings

• Tillage Parts

Now Carrying
The brand you’ve known and trusted for

over 60 years for your case IH equipment.

Oils



16 — Ashtabula County Fair  Star Beacon, Saturday, August 7, 2021

JEFFERSON — The 
Ashtabula County 
Fair will once again 
feature two nights 
of demolition derby 
action. The derbies will 
take place at 7:30 p.m.  
Wednesday, and Satur-
day. 

“The derby has been 
great,” said Brian Edel-
man, fair board presi-
dent. “For several years, 
it’s been a great draw. 
People always show 
up.”

Admission to the 
grandstand will be $5, 
$10 to pit area.

The Demolition Der-
by, which takes place 
on the infi eld track 
in front of the grand-
stands, will feature full-
size cars and six-cylin-
der cars. 

One of the main rules 
for the event is drivers 
are required to continue 
to make contact with 
other cars for as long 
as they are able and the 
last car able to run is 
the winner. 

All judges rulings 

are fi nal. An important 
part of the derby is for 
drivers to stay off the 

logs because once a tire 
or two gets over a log, 
it’s nearly impossible to 

escape.
The fair usually sees 

between 50 and 100 

drivers each night, and 
the grandstands is usu-
ally packed full of derby 
fans for two hours of 
action-packed fun.

Most fans enjoy 

seeing the crash-them, 
smash-them show 
and the occasional car 
fi re.

Another attraction is 
to see how the driv-
ers painted their cars. 
Some drivers even go 
as far as naming their 
vehicles. No profanity 
is allowed. 

In 2019, Browns fans 
also got a treat in the 
event, courtesy of Ken 
Rhodes of Conneaut.

His eco stock 
compact was decked 
out in Browns orange, 
and had the team name 
and division written 
on it. 

Rhodes won his heat, 
and climbed out of 
his car, revealing the 
Browns jersey he was 
wearing. The crowd 
cheered.

The best story-line of 
that derby was car No. 
1326 with driver, Dean 
Clark Jr., and his son, 
Wesley, in No. 1326 
Junior.

It was Dean Clark’s 
100th demolition der-
by, and Wesley’s fi rst.

The two competed 
in the street stock full 
size heat. Dean Clark 
fi nished fi fth in the 
heat.

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

It’s derby time at the Ashtabula County Fair!

STAR BEACON FILE PHOTO

Dave Labonte, left, competes in the Derby Dog Productions demolition derby at the 2018 Ashtabula County Fair in 
Jefferson.

4542 Main Avenue, Ashtabula 
440-992-7529

www.PlayallAmerica.com

AWARDS??
We Do Them All at PlayAll.

AwArds & EngrAving

Locally Owned and Operated for 28 Years!

• Custom Art and 
Picture Framing

• Shadowboxes for
All Memorabilia

• Custom Mat Cutter

440-536-4017
4533 Main Ave.

Ashtabula, Ohio 44004
www.framedonmain.net

Come and Visit Our Gallery of 
Ashtabula Memorabilia!

& GALLERY

HAINES MEMORIALS, LTD.

Care & Respect are the benchmarks of  our
commitment to our personal service

For 95+ years, we have worked with families to ensure 
a memorial reflecting their wishes and characteristics. We use 

the finest materials available to create a lasting memorial.

1640 State Rt. 46 N., Jefferson, OH 44047 :: 440-576-2637
You are invted to call or visit our website at

www.hainesmemorials.com

u
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seeing the crash-them, 
smash-them show 
and the occasional car 
fi re.

Another attraction is 
to see how the driv-
ers painted their cars. 
Some drivers even go 
as far as naming their 
vehicles. No profanity 
is allowed. 

In 2019, Browns fans 
also got a treat in the 
event, courtesy of Ken 
Rhodes of Conneaut.

His eco stock 
compact was decked 
out in Browns orange, 
and had the team name 
and division written 
on it. 

Rhodes won his heat, 
and climbed out of 
his car, revealing the 
Browns jersey he was 
wearing. The crowd 
cheered.

The best story-line of 
that derby was car No. 
1326 with driver, Dean 
Clark Jr., and his son, 
Wesley, in No. 1326 
Junior.

It was Dean Clark’s 
100th demolition der-
by, and Wesley’s fi rst.

The two competed 
in the street stock full 
size heat. Dean Clark 
fi nished fi fth in the 
heat.

It’s derby time at the Ashtabula County Fair! 38 S. Chestnut Street Jefferson

440-576-SELL
www.assuredrealestateoh.com

info@assuredrealestateoh.com

Assured
REAL ESTATE

BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN BUYERS AND SELLERS!

RAEGAN 
HAGERDON
440-812-8391

BONNIE 
STREETS

440-417-3412

CAROLE
STORMER-VAUX

440-813-2788

TARA DEAN
440-812-0508

SHERRY WILBER 
440-344-0126 

EMILEE EMERSON
440-855-1718 

MARK 
SALVATERRA
440-228-5526 

DAN FULTZ
440-636-2567 

MICKEY JOHNSON
440-537-4556 

APRIL HOWARD
440-228-7375

JOE PIKOR
440-339-1532

BOB SCHULTZ
440-567-2325

LOIS BLANK
440-265-0820

JAYNE GERREN
440-812-0368

MARLA SCHOR  
440-265-4536

KRISTI KESTER  
216-346-8037

JUSTIN RAMEY  
440-251-0203

Buying a Home Is a 
Big Decision.

You Can Count on One of Our Agents
to Be There Every Step of the Way.

Congratulations to All of the 4-H Participants at this Years Fair
Good Luck & Great Job!

Please Visit Our Booth Under the Grandstands!
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BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

JEFFERSON — Most 
children jump at the 
chance to enter the 
world of competitive 
frog jumping.

The Ashtabula County 
Fair’s celebrated Frog 
Jumping Contest is the 
perfect opportunity for 
youngsters to catch a 
frog, train a frog and 
enter it in the contest, 

set for 1 p.m. Tuesday 
in front of the grand-
stand.

Not so long ago, 
10-year-old Sophie McEl-
roy caught a Belcher the 
Frog in a neighboring 
farmer’s pond.

“We caught quite a 
few frogs and eliminat-
ed the smaller ones,” 
she said. “I chose the 
frog I named Belcher 
because he’s a really big 
bullfrog.”

Sophie said she can 

always count on her 
grandmother to be there 
to cheer Belcher on.

Her grandmother, 
Jeanette McElroy, of Or-
well, said, “She’s loves 
catching the big frogs.”

As with any great 
contest, you must know 
the rules of the game. 
Here’s what you need to 
know for the fair’s frog 
jump:

Each contestant is al-
lowed to enter one frog. 
Frogs are allowed three 

consecutive jumps, the 
length of which will be 
measured in a straight 
line from the center of 
the starting point. A 
false start by anxious 
frogs may be declared 
by the judges. All judg-
es’ decisions are fi nal.

Disqualifi cation will 
take place in the event 
of unsportsman-like 
conduct or evidence of 
frog drugging.

Prizes are as fol-
lows: Participants get 

50-cents, and fi rst-
place award is $5. Sec-
ond-place award is $3, 
and third place, $2.

The frog jumping 
competition was mod-
eled after Mark Twain’s 
famous short story, 
“The Celebrated Jump-
ing Frog of Calaveras 
County,” making it a 
big hit with people of 
all ages. However, hu-
man contestants must 
be 18 years of age or 
younger.

Get a jump on competitive frogs

THE DENTAL GROUP OF JEFFERSON
78 N. Chestnut

Jefferson
440-576-7040

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:40-5:00
Saturday by Appt.

Schedule A Routine 
Cleaning And Get

FREE Exam And X-Rays
Some Restrictions Apply.

FOR NEW PATIENTS
WITHOUT INSURANCE

Casey J. Hammond, DDS    Stephanie Pichler, DMD

www.dentalgroupjefferson.com

MARCY TRACTOR
6611 Marcy Road .Pierpont
440.577.1129
www.marcyequip.com

*2018 data including all Mahindra group brand sales. 

MahindraUSA.com © 2020 Mahindra USA Inc.

THE  #1
SELLING FARM 
TRACTOR IN  
THE WORLD*

MARCY TRACTOR
6611 Marcy Road .Pierpont
440.577.1129
www.marcyequip.com

*2018 data including all Mahindra group brand sales. 

MahindraUSA.com © 2020 Mahindra USA Inc.

THE  #1
SELLING FARM 
TRACTOR IN  
THE WORLD*
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50-cents, and fi rst-
place award is $5. Sec-
ond-place award is $3, 
and third place, $2.

The frog jumping 
competition was mod-
eled after Mark Twain’s 
famous short story, 
“The Celebrated Jump-
ing Frog of Calaveras 
County,” making it a 
big hit with people of 
all ages. However, hu-
man contestants must 
be 18 years of age or 
younger.

BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

JEFFERSON — The 
decades old tradition 
of harness racing at 
the Ashtabula County 
Fair is scheduled to 
continue at 11:30 a.m. 
Thursday and Friday 
on the track in front of 
the grandstand, said 
Susan Stockwell, speed 
superintendent.

The decades-old tra-
dition of harness racing 
garners good crowds 
for two days of racing 
and gambling.

Harness racing fans 
are able to bet on the 
races through a compa-
ny hired to handle the 
pari-mutuel betting.

“He fi gures out the 

odds,” Stockwell said.
Last year due to 

COVID-19, almost all 
of Ohio’s county fairs 
were cancelled or modi-
fi ed due to the pandem-
ic. By August, harness 
racing was allowed to 
resume but to empty 
grandstands. 

Stockwell is in charge 
of coordinating the rac-
ing experience including 
securing offi cials, get-
ting the starter car and 
making sure the track is 
ready for race day. She 
said two-to -three year 
old horses are eligible 
to race at the fair.

She said most of the 
competitors come from 
northeastern Ohio and 
western Pennsylvania.

Harness race horses 

are broken into two 
categories with trotters 
running on opposite 
leg patterns and pacers 
running on front back 
movements.

Stockwell said the dif-
ferent horses are bred 
for each style.

“I love the whole pro-
cess of harness racing 
but the 8 to 5 doesn’t 
exist,” she said. “The 
business involves a 
lot of hours with early 
morning care of horses 
and late night racing.”

 The fi rst racetrack 
was built at the fair-
grounds in 1870, 
bringing an old sport 
to county residents and 
marked the beginning 
of harness racing at the 
fair.

The racing of horses 
dates back to ancient 
times but the sport dis-
appeared with the fall 
of the Roman Empire. 
The history of modern 
harness racing begins 
in America, where rac-
ing trotting horses over 
country roads became a 
popular pastime by the 
end of the 18th century. 

The fi rst tracks for 
harness racing were 
built in the fi rst decade 
of the 19th Century, and 
by 1825, harness racing 
was an institution at 
hundreds of county 
fairs across the nation. 

The sport’s popularity 
sharply declined after 
1900, as the automobile 
replaced the horse and 
the United States be-

came more urbanized. 
Bettors at the 175th 

Ashtabula County Fair 
can bet on individual 

horses to win, place or 
show, which represents 
fi rst, second and third 
place.

Harnessing the thrill
Trotters and pacers are good bets to be popular county fair attractions

“We would love to become
your OTHER family doctor.”

GOOD LUCK TO ALL 4 H’ERS AND EXHIBITORS

Quality Care with a Hometown Feel!
Western Reserve

Animal Clinic
1199 State Route 7 North, Pierpont

440.577.1111

Ask About Our
Vaccine Value Packages

$7399-$16599

Clients Love Our
Paws Perks

Earn 5% Back
on All Purchases.

(excluding vaccine value packages)

www.westernreserveanimalclinic.com

Congratulations
to the Ashtabula County Fair

on their 175th Year!

To be 
fair, 

you can 
have your
furnace
serviced 
anytime

BUT, WHY NOT CHECK IT OFF YOUR 
LIST OF THINGS TO DO TODAY!
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J&S Heating & Cooling
Rock Creek (440) 563-3985
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Air Conditioning 
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Independent Insurance Agents
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• The rooster crowing 
contest, slated for 10 
a.m. Thursday in the 
Barnard Pavilion, is one 
of the most popular 
competitions at the fair? 

• Barn quilts are 
mounted on the barns 
and log cabin at the 
fairgrounds. 

• A giant robot will 
be roaming the midway 
and interacting with 
children this year.

• Tractors and truck 
shows are scheduled 
for all day Sunday in 
front of the grandstand.

• Bethlynn Zaebst 
is president of the 
Ashtabula County Fair 
Board Auxiliary.

• The Fair Board 

gives away six bicycles 
in a drawing held on 
Wednesday. It’s part 
of the fun of Family 
Day. Sign up at a tent 
on midway in front of 
Racehorse Barn No. 14.

• The Junior Fair 
theme this year is “A 
Jurassic Fair.”

• The grandstand 
seats about 2,200 peo-
ple and is situated on 
an oval half-mile track.

• An antique tractor 
contest will be held at 
the fair. The tractors 
will be displayed all 
week. 

• Bulls, broncs and 
barrels are in store for 
rodeo fans at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday.

• Jefferson native 
Clair Umholtz, who 
trains and races pacers 
at Northfield, always re-
turns to his hometown 
to race at the fair.

• Thanks to Ed Zasa-
dzinski of Jefferson, the 
rose competition for 
floriculture is now more 
in line with the Ameri-
can Rose Society.

• Lisko Family 
Amusements, which 
has a long history with 
the county fair, plans to 
bring about 15 carnival 
rides this year.

• Kitty Tobie of Lenox 
Township manned the 
the east-end gate for 
years from the late 
1960s to 2003.

• The grandstand is 
dedicated to the late 
Jim Case, known as the 

“Voice of the Ashtabu-
la County Fair,” Case 
announced draft horse 
shows, tractor pulls, 
harness racing and 
the market livestock 
sale. He was a western 
gentleman, a success-
ful businessman and 
prominent fixture at the 
fair until his passing in 
April 2005. He was 82. 

• Country artist and 
TV’s “Voice” coach, 
Blake Shelton, per-
formed at the 2005 fair. 

• In addition to chick-
ens, turkeys and pheas-
ants also are shown at 
the fair.

• Josh Woodard of 
Pierpont showed a 235-
plus pound black-and-
white pig at the 2006 
fair. Her name was Lucy. 

• Horses of all sizes 
— from draft to minia-
ture — will be shown at 
the fair.

• Shelley (Keeler) 
Terry was the first fe-
male to enter the fair’s 
tractor pull. She drove 
a Massey-Ferguson trac-
tor at the 1973 pull. She 
was 16 years old. 

• The late Eleanor (Di-
emer) Sidley of Geneva 
met her husband, Stew-
art, in the mid-1950s at 
the weekly 4-H dances 

organized by George 
German at the Ohio 
State Extension Office 
and Eleanor Friedrich. 
Over the years, Stewart 
won many blue ribbons 
for his 4-H cattle.

• Here’s a tip for 
children planning to go 
frog wild at Tuesday’s 
frog jumping contest 
— Keep your frogs in a 
pail with cool water. If 
they get too hot, they 
won’t jump. 

Did you know? Fair facts and figures

SHELLEY TERRY | STAR BEACON

The rooster crowing contest, slated for 10 a.m. 
Thursday, is one of the most popular competitions 
at the Ashtabula County Fair. Pictured here: Roostie 
the rooster, owned by Drew Kister of Kingsville, won 
the 2019 Rooster Crowing Contest with 56 crows. In 
the background, Fair Queen First Attendant Rachel 
Myers cheers on Roostie.

STILLMAN AUTO & CARTS, LLC

440-964-7080
CAR & GOLF CART BATTERIES ON SALE NOW!!

AMERICA’S #1 SELLING 
REPLACEMENT BATTERY

AUTOMOTIVE, POWER SPORTS, 
TURF, TRAILER & SPECIALTY

1435 COLUMBUS AVE. ASHTABULA, OH 44004

Mon. - Fri.
8am to 5pm

WE SELL GOLF 
CART WHEELS 

& TIRES!

“Your hidden choice on the hill”

564 Kiwanis Park Drive, Geneva 
(440) 466-4291

www.beldingmonuments.com

Ron Belding & Cindy CarmanSince 1986

Ron

Serving 
Families For 

Over 30 Years!

“Your hidden choice on the hill”

564 Kiwanis Park Drive, Geneva 
(440) 466-4291

www.beldingmonuments.com

Ron Belding & Cindy CarmanSince 1986

Ron

Serving 
Families For 

Over 30 Years!

Tuesday Senior Citizen Day 10% Off

Italian American Cuisine Over 60 years in business

729 Lake Ave., Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 • Wifi

Stop in and Try Our Delicious Daily Specials
Mon. - Sat. 7am to 9pm Sunday 7am to 8pm

Visit Lakeway.com for Full Menu
RESTAURANT WECATER

NAPA AUTO PARTS

Family Owned & Operated

JEFFERSON AUTO PARTS, INC.
30 South Chestnut St.
Jefferson, Ohio 44047
(440) 576-3891

Customer 
Satisfaction Is Our 

Top Priority

• Auto Body Repair 
and Refi nishing
• Free Estimates

• Insurance Claims
Welcome

• State Certifi ed

Family Owned and Operated Since 1948
989 W. Prospect, 

Ashtabula 440.992.0220
www.bobskufcaandson.com
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BY SHELLEY TERRY

sterry@starbeacon.com

JEFFERSON — On Oct. 30, 1822, a 
group of pioneer citizens met at the 
old brick courthouse in Jefferson 
to form the Ashtabula Agricultural 
Society.

From the small group assembled, 
a committee was appointed to draft 
a constitution for the Society, whose 
purpose it was to promote the inter-
est of agriculture in the forest-cov-
ered land of Ashtabula County.

FIRST MEETING
At the first annual meeting held 

Jan. 16, 1823, Nehemiah King was 
elected president; Eliphalet Austin, 
first vice-president; Edward Fifield, 
second vice-president; Matthew 
Hubbard, corresponding secretary; 
Jacob Austin, auditor, and Timothy 
R. Hawley, treasurer.

FIRST CATTLE SHOW
The first annual cattle show and 

fair was held in Austinburg on the 
first Tuesday in October 1823 featur-

ing a total of $40 in premiums.
The top prize of $10 was award-

ed to Jonathan Warner for the best 
improved farm of 50 acres.

The cattle show and fair was re-
peated the next year in Austinburg 
and in 1825 moved to Ashtabula, in 
hopes of attracting greater interest; 
but the response was not success-
ful and in 1826, the Fourth Annual 
Cattle Show and Fair was held in 
Jefferson on the town square in front 
of the courthouse. Participants tied 
their livestock to the hitching posts 

out front.
The people of Jefferson failed to 

support the project and the fifth fair 
was planned, but never held. The So-
ciety’s activities ceased for the next 
15 years.

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
On March 7, 1842, the Ashtabula 

County Agricultural Society was or-
ganized under the leadership of R.W. 
Griswold.

Back in time: Fair boasts long history

SEE HISTORY, 22

Did you know? Fair facts and figures

SHELLEY TERRY | STAR BEACON

The rooster crowing contest, slated for 10 a.m. 
Thursday, is one of the most popular competitions 
at the Ashtabula County Fair. Pictured here: Roostie 
the rooster, owned by Drew Kister of Kingsville, won 
the 2019 Rooster Crowing Contest with 56 crows. In 
the background, Fair Queen First Attendant Rachel 
Myers cheers on Roostie. CORN • WHEAT • SOYBEANS

Our Commitment at Colebrook Elevator:
• We supply local businesses with your locally grown grain.
• Colebrook Elevator is commited to keeping our local farmers up to date with the ever changing technology in the

agricultural world and making our knowledge known to you, the local farmer, as it becomes available.

AT COLEBROOK ELEVATOR, WE BUY YOUR CORN, SOYBEANS,
WHEAT AND OATS AT COMPETITIVE PRICING.

COLEBROOK ELEVATOR

8549 Rt. 46 South, Orwell, Ohio 44076 • Phone 440-422-3353

Family Owned
& Operated.

Tom, Joe & Sons

Christa Yuhasz,
Off ice Manager

Danny Aulizia,
General Manager

Custom Spraying For a Professional Application
With Our Certifi ed Technician Derek Yuhasz

LIC - PESTICIDES, COMMERCIAL APPLICATOR

Laura Fisher,
Dispatch
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“While public atten-
tion in our day is so 
divided and directed 
to so many different 
objects, each claiming 
such a share of time, 
means and energies 
of individuals as to 
prevent any one being 
fully attended to, this 
Society presents a com-
mon platform where 
the whole community 
can rally as a citizen of 
common course and as 
a friend,” Griswold said.

A special meeting 
was called on June 25, 
1846, and the Society, 
as formed in 1842, was 
dissolved “for want of 
interest taken by the 
citizens of the county.”

On Sept. 12, 1846, in 
answer to an appeal 
made by the Ashtabula 
Sentinel, a second orga-
nization was formed un-
der the new regulations 
of the State Department 
of Agriculture.

1ST FAIR/ STATE FAIR
The First Annual 

Fair of the re-born 
Society was held at 
the Ashtabula County 
Courthouse on Oct. 16, 
1846.

After seeing the suc-
cess of the district fairs, 
the first official Ohio 
State Fair was slated for 
September 1849, but it 
was canceled because 
of an outbreak of Asiat-
ic Cholera.

Finally, in 1850, the 
first Ohio State Fair was 
held outside of Cincin-
nati. It was a two-day 
affair, with 20-cent ad-

mission. Close to 30,000 
people attended.

The present fair-
grounds off Poplar 
and Elm streets was 
acquired in the early 
1850s.

The records show in 
1854 the Society spent 
$2,500 to erect an Agri-
cultural Hall and other 
improvements to the 
fairgrounds. The fair 
of 1858 drew a total of 
5,000 people.

ARMY CAMP
In 1861, the fair-

grounds was turned 
into an Army Camp, 
known as Camp Gid-
dings, where 1,500 men 
from northeastern Ohio 
were camped.

On Christmas Day 
they marched from 
Jefferson to Ashtabu-
la where they were 
entrained for Columbus 
and were mustered into 
the Union Army.

The 29th Ohio Vol-
unteers were engaged 
in some of the most 
severe fighting of the 
Civil War.

RACE TRACK
The first race track, 

one third-mile oval, was 
built in the early 1870s.

In 1914, a balloon as-
cension from the center 
of the race track was 
the highlight of the fair.

LOG CABIN
In 1915 the newly 

built log cabin was 
dedicated and became 
a display of historical 
relics. The logs for the 
structure were given by 
or in memory of local 

pioneers who had been 
born in a log cabin.

Expansion and im-
provements proved 
impossible as a private 
concern, so sometime 
in the 1920s, the county 
took title to the proper-
ty, but left it under the 
control of the Agricul-
tural Society.

The 1945 Fair fea-
tured a display of 2,000 
German and Japanese 
mementos in the Octa-
gon Building, souvenirs 
of local servicemen 
returned from World 
War II. VJ Day in 1945 
brought one of the 
largest single day at-
tendance records when 
14,000 people jammed 
the midway.

CENTENNIAL FAIR
The “Centennial Fair” 

in 1946 brought many 
improvements to the 
fairgrounds including 
the first paved midway.

The 100th Ashtabula 
County Fair featured a 
historical parade with 
every township repre-
sented and a pioneer 
exhibit in the Octagon 
Building displaying rel-
ics of early settlers and 
a photographic display 
of the county’s history 
presented by the His-

torical Society.

NEW GRANDSTAND
The Olewasnagi Danc-

ers, “a thrilling show of 
authentic Indian danc-
ers,” delighted fair-go-
ers in 1955.

The following year, 
the new grandstand was 
completed by Southern 
Bleachers Construction 
Co. of Graham, Texas, 
and served fairgoers for 
more than six decades, 
providing a shady 
place to watch harness 
racing, tractor pulls, 
demolition derbies, 
parades and nationally 
famous entertainers, 
such as Bobby Vinton, 
Little Jimmy Dickens 
and Eddie Rabbitt.

In 1969, the Agricul-
tural Society replaced 
the dirt midway with 
slag walkways.

BURST OF GROWTH
The late 1970s and 

1980s saw a burst of 
growth at the fair-
grounds with many new 
facilities added includ-
ing the small animal 
building, Concession 
Office, Sheriff Patrol’s 
Office, 4-H Saddle 
Horse and Draft Horse 
Barns, Entertainment 
Pavilion and Market 

Animal Barn.
A few years ago, the 

Ashtabula County Fair 
Board talked about 
refurbishing the grand-
stand, which was start-
ing to show its age.

In 2018, Ashtabula 
County Commissioner 
Casey Kozlowski en-
couraged the fair board 
to apply for a state 
grant for the improve-
ments, which required a 
$60,000 local match.

“We were successful 
in securing a $250,000 
state capital grant and 
the grandstand was in 
dire need of improve-
ments,” Kozlowski said. 
“I’m excited about all of 
the improvements.”

In 2019, workers 
gave the grandstand a 
new roof, new paint, 
new boards, aluminum 
decking and lights “to 
really make the county 
fair shine,” said Brian 

Edelman, Fair Board 
president.

The newly improved 
grandstand also offers 
disabled-accessible 
seating.

The years have seen 
a lot of changes for the 
Ashtabula County Ag-
ricultural Society, but 
the goals of the Society 
remain constant: “to 
promote the encour-
agement of agriculture, 
horticulture, and the 
rearing of better live-
stock, improvement of 
domestic science and 
art, promote general 
community better-
ment, together with all 
other commercial and 
educational interests 
of the county.”

This history includes 
information from arti-
cles by Arlie Keel, Cath-
erine Ellsworth and 
the Jefferson Historical 
Society.

HISTORY: Ashtabula County Fair dates all the way back to 1822
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Good Luck & Congratulations

The Following Businesses Wish 
The 4-H Jr. Fair Contestants

Your Hometown 
Grocery Store

Orlando Bros.

281 Main St. • Conneaut • (440) 593-5039
Double Coupons up to 99¢   Everyday! 
Mon.-Sat. 8am-8pm • Sunday 8am-5pm

Golden Dawn

STAR BEACON
www.starbeacon.com

Classifi ed 
Advertising 

440.994.3240

Circulation 
Home Delivery
440.994.3242

“See us for all your automotive needs.”

• TUNE-UPS • BRAKES 
• TIRES & MORE

Corner of Rt. 84 E. & State Rd., Kelloggsville 

(440) 224-1297
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cherryvalleyamishfurniture.com

HOURS: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm • Saturday 8am-4pm • CLOSED Sunday

BEDROOM SETS

BULK FOODS

LIGHTHOUSE DECOR CORNHOLE BOARDS

CLOCKS GIFTS & MORE!FIREPITS

 5391 Hayes Rd.
Andover, Ohio 44003

440-293-6736

If You Have Furniture on Your Mind, Better Quality is Hard to Find.

DINING ROOM SETS

PLAY SETS

TV STANDS


