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INSIDE SPORTS COMMUNITY

•Cooper to run for state rep, A2

•Fire co. may respond to calls again, A3  

•MC to apply for 2nd ARPA funding, A8

•Rotary raffle returns for 2nd year, A9

•Long tradition for church singers, C1

•Youth Trout Day approaching, C1

•Lamb stew is simple, hearty, C1

•AMC Pacer, Rambler history, C6

•OLOL girls prepare for Muncy, B1

•MCA girls fall 47-21, B1

•Lions prepares for quarter finals, B1

•FDU stuns Purdue in tourney, B1

• Ann Muldoon
• Joanne Stahl

• Calvin Swank
• Ruth Ann Tobias

TODAY’S FORECAST

Breezy with some 
sun, 46°/25°,      
Page B10

BY TIM ZYLA

THE WEEKENDER

SUNBURY — Northumberland 
County Solicitor Frank Garrigan 
filed a response in county court 
Friday regarding a request from 
District Attorney Tony Matule-
wicz for his election petition to be 
accepted despite having been filed 
past the deadline.

Matulewicz, 
who filed a 
lawsuit Tues-
day seeking 
permanent and 
injunctive relief  
that would per-
mit his name to 
appear on the 
ballot during 

the Republican primary election 
in May, arrived approximately 30 
minutes after the election office 
was scheduled to be closed on 
the day of  the deadline, Tuesday, 
March 7.

Chief  Registrar Lindsay Phil-
lips, who was still in the office 
along with other candidates, took 
the petitions from Matulewicz as 

a courtesy, but the county later 
disallowed the petitions to be 
accepted.

In his lawsuit, Matulewicz said 
he believes his name not appear-
ing on the ballot disenfranchises 
Republican voters of  Northum-
berland County.

Garrigan responded to that 
assertion Friday, saying, “(Mat-

ulewicz) denied Republican 
voters the opportunity to vote 
for (Matulewicz) in the primary 
election by his failure to timely 
submit his nomination petitions.”

The petitions submitted by 
Matulewicz on March 7 were 
stamped 5:01 p.m., which the 

County defends denying Matulewicz petitions
DA candidate O’Donnell asks to intervene in court proceedings

MATULEWICZ
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Wearing their best St. Patrick’s Day garb, Mount Carmel Area High School students sup-
port the Lady Tornadoes as they play Lancaster Catholic in a Class 3A quarterfinal Friday 
evening in Hamburg. For the full story, go to Page B1.

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI

THE WEEKENDER

SHAMOKIN — A 
52-year-old woman is 
accused of  sexually 
assaulting a boy whom 
she was babysitting on 
two separate occasions at 
a Bear Valley home last 
summer.

Officer Benjamin 

Busko charged Leann 
Yoder, who is homeless, 
with two counts each of  
corruption of  minors and 
unlawful contact with a 
minor, both felonies of  the 
third degree, and indecent 
assault, a misdemeanor of  
the first degree.

Yoder was arraigned 

Babysitter 
charged    
with sexually 
assaulting boy

BY JIM DIEHL

THE WEEKENDER

SUNBURY — Through-
out her life, Ruth Ortiz 
has seen the faithfulness 
of  God in her life.

That faithfulness has 
inspired her to record a 
CD, which she hopes will 
also inspire others to see 
God’s faithfulness, and to 
be faithful to him.

“I went to Nashville in 
November and recorded 
my first CD, which I’m 

now 
having a 
CD cele-
bration, 
or launch 
party for,” 
said Ortiz, 
who is 62 
and lives 
near Sun-
bury.

The launch party will 
be held at 3 p.m. Saturday, 
March 18, at Higher Hope 

Sunbury woman’s CD 
sales to benefit school 
in Dominican Republic

ORTIZ

BY MACKENZIE WITT

THE WEEKENDER

COAL TOWNSHIP — A kin-
dergarten class from Our Lady 
of  Lourdes Regional School 
(OLOL) received a $1,000 gift 
card Friday for classroom sup-
plies, courtesy of  J.B. Hunt’s 
“Adopt-a-Class” program.

Janelle Bednar, a J.B. Hunt 
dedicated contract services 
transportation manager, and 
Byrd Klinger, a J.B. Hunt com-
pany driver, visited Catelin 
Pancher’s kindergarten class 
at OLOL on Friday morning. 
They presented Pancher’s class 
with the gift card, “Adopt-a-
Class” branded hats and shirts 
and activity books for the stu-
dents to enjoy.

Pancher’s kindergarten class 
of  approximately 15 students 
were, according to Pancher, 
very excited.

“They’ve been talking about 
it every day leading up to 

J.B. Hunt awards Lourdes 
classroom $1,000 for supplies
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Catelin Pancher’s kindergarten class welcome J.B. Hunt Transportation 
Manager Janelle Bednar, center, and driver Byrd Klinger, right, on Friday 
morning at Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School.
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