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BLOOMSBURG — As he 
stood on the track in front 
of  the grandstands at the 
250-acre Bloomsburg Fair 
complex, new fair President 
Randy Karschner said 11 
tractor-trailer trucks will 
pull into the fairgrounds 
this fall to prepare for a Brad 
Paisely concert which will 
be held as part of  the 165th 
edition of  the fair.

While Paisley’s truck 
drivers will assist with 
unloading the items for the 

show from the trucks, Kar-
schner said fair crews will be 
responsible for setting up for 
the show. The fair must also 
provide food, meeting and 
dressing rooms for all of  its 
entertainment.

Paisley will perform Sun-
day, Sept. 27, as part of  the 
fair, which runs Sept. 26 
through Oct. 3.

The setup which takes 
place for each entertainment 
act is just one part of  a year-
round process involved in 
operating the annual fair.

“I love the fair and I want 
to see it succeed,” Karschner 

said. “It has to pay its bills to 
keep going.”

A member of  the fair’s 
board of  directors for the 
past 11 years, Karschner was 
elected president Jan. 11. He 
succeeds Paul Reichart, who 
retired as president.

Karschner said the pres-

ident is part of  the fair’s 
13-member board of  direc-
tors, which are elected to 
three-year terms by the 
approximately 1,800 fair 
shareholders.

“My family has had food 
stands here since the ‘60s,” 
Karschner said. “We were 

in 4-H, showing animals (as 
children).”

Throughout his decades 
of  involvement with the fair, 
Karschner has enjoyed see-
ing how the event brings so 
many people together.
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• Patton trucking, warehousing busi-
nesses continue to grow. See page 3.

• Certifi ed master gardener training 
extensive, but worthwhile. See page 4. 

• Second GAF plant due in ‘21. See 
page 6.

• Artisan Hearing Technologies 
revives familiar ‘El Croak-O’. See page 
8.

• The role of technology in agricul-
ture. See page 12.
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A variety of food items, including funnel cakes, are one of the many highlights of the 
Bloomsburg Fair, which features more than 700 vendors

Bloomsburg Fair a year-round operation
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With two horses getting a workout on the track behind him, new 
Bloomsburg Fair President Randy Karschner stood near the fairground’s 
grandstands.

New president 
brings experience, 
vision to role
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