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Raising the Board returns this month
MILTON - Raising the Board (RtB) returns this month for its fall 2021 session.
It will take place from 2 to 4 p.m. on the following Tuesdays - Oct. 26, Nov. 2, 9 

& 16 in the Smith Room at the Central PA Chamber of  Commerce.
As always, the four-week class designed to raise the skills and confidence of  

current and future non-profit board members, is open to Chamber members 
and non-members alike. 

The cost for all four weeks of  learning is only $99. Register at: www.centralpa-
chamber.com/events.

RtB covers a variety of  topics that every non-profit board member should 
know and understand to be in the best position to help their favorite non-profit 
organization(s).

The 15 topics are broken down into four focus areas, known as the PAAC 
Model (Practice, Act, Apply and Connect). See full list of  topics at: www.central-
pachamber.com/rtb.

The topics are presented by mentors who themselves have years, or even 
decades, of  non-profit board experience. As topics are covered, all participants 
are encouraged to take part in the conversation to share their own personal 
experiences or thoughts on the subject matter.

“The thoughtful discussion among the students is often the best part,” said 
Jeff  Shaffer, RtB program director and mentor. “We can all learn so much from 
each other while building a sound foundation of  non-profit board knowledge.”

The most recent RtB session was held over the summer, and it graduated 
seven individuals. For the first time, they could attend the class in-person at the 
Chamber or in the comfort of  their own home or office via Zoom. This trend 
will continue, and participants may even attend in-person or via Zoom any giv-
en week, depending on their schedules.

Interested in RtB? Contact Jeff  Shaffer at jshaffer@centralpachamber.com or 
call 570-742-7341. Private group sessions can also be scheduled for large boards 
that want to attend RtB together.

LEWISBURG - For the first time 
since February 2020, the Central PA 
Chamber held an event at the Coun-
try Cupboard in Lewisburg, giving 
its members a chance to hear from 
and speak directly to one of  the 
area’s well-known elected officials.

State Rep. Lynda Schlegel Culver 
(R-108) took the stage for the Cham-
ber’s “Legislative Event” on Sept. 
17, discussing topics from employ-
ment issues and surging opioid use 
to redistricting for elected officials. 
There were plenty of  opportunities 
for the approximately 100 attendees 
to ask questions throughout in this 
new format. 

Just this year alone, according to 
Culver, there were nearly 843,000 
unemployment compensation 
claims filed. However, the hope is 
the number begins to subside based 
on a large variety of  factors, includ-
ing changes in unemployment com-
pensation.

“It’s going to be interesting,” she 
said. “We’re hoping with the work 
search that was put back in, in July, 
that we start to get people back out.

“I know there are job fairs and 
resources from the Department of  
Labor and Industry and from the 
chamber trying to acclimate people 
back into the workforce.”

During the pandemic, opioid use 
was on the uptick as well. 

Culver said it has affected all 
kinds of  people, from infants whose 
mothers used during pregnancy 
to senior citizens. In many cases - 
around 60 percent of  the time -  the 
opioids are first prescribed by a doc-
tor to manage pain.

“It can take as little as 10 days 
for someone to become addicted,” 
Culver said. “It is not a small thing 
that we’re talking about. It starts 
through legal forms and then people 
tend to turn to street drugs to sup-
plement what they can no longer get 
through prescriptions.”

Culver is also passionate about 
the redistricting process, which 
occurs after a U.S. Census, to ensure 
each representative has a similar 
number of  constituents. To follow 
along in the ongoing process, vis-
it: www.redistricting.state.pa.us.

The Legislative Event was spon-
sored by Thermal Product Solu-
tions, New Columbia.

The next such event is scheduled 
for Friday, Nov. 12. The sponsor 
will be ClearView Asset Protection, 
however, the speaker is still being 
determined. 

For updates and to register, visit 
www.centralpachamber.com/event.

The cost to attend is $17, and it 
includes the breakfast buffet at the 
Country Cupboard.

Pictured, from left, are: Jeff Shaffer, RtB program director and mentor (pre-
senter); summer 2021 graduates Ashley Parrish and Ryan Workman; and 
Rob Jones, mentor. Not pictured are Lauren McDonald, mentor; and five 
additional graduates who attended via Zoom. They are: James Drotar, 
Corey Mowrey, Pam Mowrey, Shaun Smith and Sandy Spencer of 
Susquehanna Valley CASA. Jeff is scheduled to present their certificates of 
completion to them at a board meeting this month.

Legislative Event a strong return

The Central PA Chamber was elated to hold an event Friday morning, Sept. 
17, at the Country Cupboard for the first time in about a year and a half! 
Nearly 100 people turned out for the Legislative Event, featuring state Rep. 
Lynda Schlegel Culver. Thank you to everyone who attended, and a special 
thanks to event sponsor Thermal Product Solutions (TPS). From left: Rep. 
Culver; Central PA Chamber President & CEO Tea Jay Aikey; and TPS rep-
resentatives Jeff Comitz, Applications Engineering Manager; and Kelli 
Stimely, Director of Human Resources and Safety.


