
Wednesday, March 18, 2020 Greetings Karen Nicholson. Thank you for being a loyal reader.

Society members 
recognized.
See page 2.

Food:  Welcome 
spring with a 
lemony risotto.
See page 20.
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BU medical director provides updates. 

See page 3. 

Lewisburg goes to Special Operations 

Mode. See page 6.

National guardsman called to duty. 

See page 6.
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Daily Thought
“No man has a right in America 

to treat any other man tol-
erantly, for tolerance is the 
assumption of superiority.” — 

Wendell Willkie, American poli-
tician (1892-1944).

BY ROB NAYLOR

THE (SHAMOKIN) NEWS-ITEM

DANVILLE — On the day 
that representatives from 
Geisinger Medical Center 
spoke to the press about 
screening measures now in 
place at its main campus, the 
facility also announced its 
fi rst three patients diagnosed 
with presumed positive cas-
es of  COVID-19.

A pair of  treatment tents 
are now set up outside the 
medical center’s emergency 
departments and will be 
used in the treatment of  
those exhibiting COVID-19 
symptoms.

“The primary reason for 
doing this is that we are pre-
paring for what we think is 

coming,” Dr. Douglas Kupas, 
emergency and EMS physi-
cian at Geisinger, said Tues-
day. “I personally hope we do 
not need this tent, but I think 
it’s almost impossible that 
we won’t.”

Kupas said the medical 
center’s staff  believes there 
soon will be a signifi cant 
number of  patients who 
have symptoms of  the coro-
navirus. The large tents are 
one of  several steps being 
taken to be prepared.

“Everyone is going to be 
screened before they go into 
our emergency departments. 
We ask the public to under-
stand and work with us on 
that,” Kupas said. “People 

3 presumed cases at Geisinger
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Dr. Douglas Kupas, emergency and EMS physician at Geisinger Medical Center, Danville, 
on Tuesday stands in front of two tents, near the entrance to the Emergency Department, 
that can be used to treat patients exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms.

Geisinger sets up tents for 
treatment of COVID-19 patients

The emergence of  
COVID-19 has created chal-
lenges that are impacting 
all of  us. I’d like to take this 
opportu-
nity to 
reassure 
our com-
munity 
that Evan-
gelical 
Commu-
nity Hos-
pital is 
carefully 
work-
ing to 
respond to 
this dynamic situation, 
we remain vigilant in our 
care of  all patients for any 
health concern, and we are 
well-prepared to care for you 
and your families during 
this challenging time.

It is our job to protect the 
safety and well-being of  our 
entire community. As such 

We are a 
community

KENDRA AUCKER

BY KEVIN MERTZ

The Standard-Journal

MILTON — With few cars 
passing along Broadway on 
Tuesday morning in Milton, 
the owners of  two restau-
rants located in the heart of  

the downtown business area 
expressed their concerns 
about the impact the coro-
navirus will have on their 
livelihoods.

“This is awful, mostly for 

Busy businesses deal 
with sudden slowdown

BY KEVIN MERTZ/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Lisa Showers, owner of Lisa’s Milltown Deli, wiped the front 
door handle at her business. She is concerned about her 
business falling off in light of the coronavirus outbreak.

Restaurants among those hit hard

BY KEVIN MERTZ

The Standard-Journal

MILTON — Although 
many church doors through-
out the region have been 
closed in order to help mit-
igate the potential spread 
of  the coronavirus, church 
leaders remain active in 
their ministry.

“We are under the direc-
tion of  our bishop,” Father 
John Hoke, of  St. Joseph 
Catholic Church of  Milton, 
explained. “Bishop (Ronald) 
Gainer has asked all his 
churches to cease having 
Sunday services... all ser-
vices.”

Church ministries 
continue as 
coronavirus 
causes closures
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