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INSIDE SPORTS COMMUNITY

•Police blotter, A2

•US vacates Afghan base, A7

•Farmer’s market ‘coolest spot,’ A8

•Carnival site sought for Milton, B9 

•Preventative health care, C1

•Plants, worker in short supply, C1

•Eggplant a challenging vegetable, C2

•Ricketts Glen Falls Trail, C3

•Miffl inburg — Danville jr. baseball, B1

•MCAJBL all-star game, B1

•Phillies walk off vs. Padres, B1

•Lyco adds 2 local wrestlers, B1

• Anthony Billas
• Charles H. Evans Jr.
• Helen L. Orner

• Mary L. Startzel
• Franklin A. Wetzel Jr.

TODAY’S FORECAST

Partly sunny 
with a shower                     
75°/57°, Page B9

BY MARK GILGER

THE NEWS-ITEM

mark_g@newsitem.com

KULPMONT — A three-
alarm fi re Friday morning 
destroyed the Pine Street 
home of  former Kulpmont 
Mayor and Councilman 
Nicholas Goretski III and 
his wife, Cindy.

The blaze pressed into 
service fi refi ghters from six 
counties.

Kulpmont Fire Chief  
Kevin O’Hearn, who direct-
ed fi refi ghting efforts at 
the scene, said the 6:23 a.m. 
blaze started in the base-
ment of  the residence at 634 
Pine St. The cause of  the 
accidental fi re is still being 
investigated and State 
Police Fire Marshal Nathan 
Birth from the Montours-

ville station was at the 
scene late Friday morning 
assisting with the probe.

Nicholas Goretski III, 67, 
and his 66-year-old wife, 
Cindy, were able to fl ee 
from the home uninjured. 
O’Hearn said one fi refi ght-
er from Anthracite Fire 
Company in Mount Carmel 
suffered heat exhaustion 
at the scene and was treat-
ed by medical personnel 
before being transported by 
AREA Services ambulance 
to a local hospital.

The residence, which had 
been converted from a half  
double into a single many 
years ago, was the family 
homestead, according to 
the couple’s son, Nicholas 
Goretski IV, of  Mystic 
Mountain in the Catawissa 
area, who was at the scene 

providing comfort to his 
parents along with his 
sister, Rachel, and her hus-
band, Jake Scicchitano, of  
Kulpmont.

The younger Goretski 
said his mother called him 
about the fi re after escap-
ing safely from the home. 
Goretski said his parents 
were either sleeping or had 
just woke up when they 
smelled smoke coming 
from the home, heard an 
alarm and quickly exited 
the structure.

“The fi re had a good 
start,” Nicholas Goretski 
IV stated. “My parents, who 
were sitting on a porch next 
door after exiting the home, 
said they saw heavy smoke 
billowing out of  the house 

Three-alarm blaze destroys home of 
former Kulpmont mayor and his wife
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Firefighters 
battle an 

early Friday 
morning 

blaze at 634 
Pine St., 

Kulpmont.
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SHAMOKIN — Three people were 
transported for treatment after the 
SUV they were riding in traveled 
off  a culvert and landed in Coal Run 
at Water and Rock streets Friday 
afternoon.

Patrolman William Zalinski 
reported that David McLean, 41, 
of  Millerstown, was operating a 

Nissan Murano west on Water 
Street at about 2:30 p.m. when, for an 
unknown reason, he failed to stop at 
Rock Street and proceeded straight 
through a guardrail. The vehicle fell 
approximately 10 feet and landed on 
its roof.

McLean, a front-seat passenger, 
Wayne Baxter Sr., 59, of  Coal Town-
ship, fair and a back-seat passenger, 
Judy Cramer, 61, self  extricated pri-
or to fi rst responders arriving.

McLean and Cramer were 

seen standing and talking to fi rst 
responders while Baxter lay on the 
stone creek bed. Baxter appeared to 
be conscious and alert. Firefi ghters 
assisted by Zalinski and Chief  Dar-
win Tobias III used a low-angle rope 
rescue involving ladders and two 
stokes baskets to bring the patients 
to ground level.

The victims were then placed 
on stretchers and transported by 

Vehicle plunges into Coal Run 
in Shamokin, three hospitalized
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Firefighters, 
police offi-

cers and civil-
ians help 

three people 
after the SUV 
they were rid-

ing in 
plunged into 
Coal Run at 

Water and 
Rock streets 
in Shamokin 
Friday after-

noon. The 
vehicle was 

reportedly 
traveling west 

on Water 
Street and 

traveled 
through a 
guardrail.
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SUNBURY — An Ash-
land man charged in 
connection with the 2017 
murder of  Sean Maschal 
pleaded guilty to two felo-
nies and a misdemeanor 
Thursday and is expected 
to testify against a co-defen-
dant accused of  shooting 
the Mount Carmel man.

David Matthew Brown, 
37, entered the plea before 
Northumberland County 
President Judge Charles H. 
Saylor on felonies of  crim-
inal conspiracy to commit 
receiving stolen property 

and hin-
dering 
apprehen-
sion, and 
a misde-
meanor 
of  abuse 
of  a 
corpse.

Under 
the plea 

agreement with the district 
attorney’s offi ce, 12 addi-
tional charges including 
four felonies of  criminal 
conspiracy, felonies of  rob-
bery, theft, receiving stolen 
property and possessing 
a fi rearm while being a 

Brown pleads 
guilty to three 
charges in 
Maschal 
murder case

BROWN
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SHAMOKIN — A 31-year-old Shamokin woman was 
charged Thursday with three felonies including aggravat-
ed assault with a deadly weapon after police reported she 
intentionally struck her estranged husband with a car 
containing four children Wednesday night in the 500 block 
of  North First Street.

Her estranged husband also was charged for his actions 
following the incident.

Brittany Franzen, of  800 E. Chestnut St., was arraigned 
at 9:30 a.m. by Magisterial District Judge John Gembic III 
on felonies of  aggravated assault, aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon and endangering the welfare of  children 
(four counts), a misdemeanor of  recklessly endangering 
another person and a summary of  reckless driving.

Woman charged with 
hitting estranged 
husband with car 
containing children
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MILTON — As he sat 
in the offi ce at the Central 
Susquehanna Intermediate 
Unit (CSIU) on his fi rst day 
serving as the organiza-
tion’s executive director, 
Dr. John Kurelja had a bit 
of  a mist in his eyes as 
he looked at an old photo 
of  himself  with Kenny 
Garabadian.

Kurelja joined CSIU fi ve 
years ago as the organiza-
tion’s chief  academic offi -
cer, after serving six years 
as the Warrior Run School 

District’s superintendent.
He was named CSIU 

assistant executive direc-
tor two years ago, and on 
Thursday formally became 
the organization’s execu-
tive director. He replaces 
Dr. Kevin Singer, who has 
retired.

Kurelja was quick to pull 
out the photo of  himself  
with Garabadian when 
asked why he decided to 
enter the education fi eld.

“He believed in me,” 
Kurelja said, of  Garaba-
dian. “He saw more in me 

Reflective Kurelja ready to lead CSIU
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Dr. John Kurelja is now serving as executive 
director of the Central Susquehanna Intermediate 
Unit (CSIU).
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